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LORD CHEBTERFIELD^s 
LETTERS. 



LETTER CCXXI* 

London, March 29th, O. S* 1750* 
My dear Friend, 

1 OU arc now, I fuppofe, at Naples, in a new feene 

^of FfrfU^ examining all the curiofities of Hercula- 

neum, watching the eruptions of Mount Vefuvius, 

and furveying the magnificent churches and public 

buildings by which Naples is diftinguilhed. You 

have a Court there into the bargain, which, I hope> 

^ou frequent and attend to. Polite manners, a ver- 

fetility of mind, a complaifance even to enemies, 

and the volto fciolto^ with the pinjieriftrettl^ are only 

to be learned at Courts ; and muft be well learned by 

whoever would cither fliine or tlirive in them. 

Though they do not change the nature, they fniooth 

and foften the manners of mankind. Vigilance, 

descterity, and flexibility, fupply the place of na- 

VoL. IIL B tural 
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tural force; and it is the ableft miftd, not thtf 
ftrongeft body, that prevails there. Monfieur and 
Madame Pt^liam will, I am fure, ihdw you all 
the politcnefs of Courts ; for I know no better bred 
people than they are, Domefticate yourfelf there 
while you ftay at Naples, and hy afide the Englifb 
coldnefs and formality. You have alfo a letter to 
Comte Mahony, whofe houfe I hope jou frequent, 
as it is the refort of the bcft company. His lifter, 
Madame Bulkeley, is now here ; and, had I knowtt 
of your going fo foon to Naples, I would have got 
you, ex abundant! J a letter from her to her brother,^ 
The converfation of the modems in the evening i» 
full as necefTary for you, as that of the antients in 
the morning. 

You would do well, while you are at Naples, ta 
read fome very fhort hiftory of that kingdom. It 
has had great variety of matters, and has occafioned 
many wars ; the general hiftory of which will enable 
you to aflc many proper queftidns, and to receive 
ufeful informations in return. Inquire into the mkn^ 
ner and form of that goi^emment ; for conftitution it 
has none, being an abfolute one j but the moft ab- 
folute governments have certain cuftoms and fbrsnsy 
which are more or lefs obferved by their rcfpciSkive 
tyrants. In China it is the faihion for the Eniperors, 
abfolute as they are, to go(\'ern with juftice and 
equity ; as in the otter Oriental monarchies it is the 
cuftom to govern by violence and cruelty. The 
King of France, as abfolute, in fed, as any of them, 
is by cuftom only marc gentle ; for 1 know of no 
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to his SON. ' ^ 

tohftitutional bar to his will, England is now the 
only monarchy in the world that can properly be faid 
to have a conftitutidn ; for the people's rights and 
liberties are fecured by laws. I cannot reckon Swe- 
dcH and Poland to be monarchies, thofe two Kings 
having little more to fay than the Doge at Venice.- I 
do not prefume to fay any thing of the conftitution of 
fte Empire to you, vfho bxc juri/pcritarum Germanic 
icrum facile princeps. 

When you write to me, which, by the Way^ you! 
do pretty feldom, tell me rather whom y(Ju' fee, than 
vahsx you fee. Inform me of your evening tranfac- 
fions and acquaintances ; where, and how, you pafs 
your evenings ; what Englilh people you meet With, 
and a' hint of their charaAers ; what people of learn- 
ing you' h^ve thade acquaintance with : and, if you 
*rill truft me with fo important an affair, what ieHi 
pqjffion inAames you. I intereft myfelf lAofl: in* wliat 
perfondly concerns you moft ; artd this is af very <iri- 
tital year in your life. To talk like a virtubfb, your 
calnvas is, 1 think, a good one, and RaphaetHarte 
has drawn the 6utlines admirably; nothing is nbi* 
wanting but the colouring of Titian, and the gi*accs; 
th)6 morbidezza of Guido ; but tjiat is a great: d^aU 
Yott muft get them foort, or you will^nevner get theiik 
at dfl. T^ la lingua ttalianafomficufo cf/ettdtfi acteji 
ftofej^rey afegnotakctf so non ardtfca Ark" aftfa cofa 
in quella Knguaft non. Addio. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD^S LETTERS' 



L E TT E R CCXXII. 

London /April 26th, O. S. 1750^ 
Mr DEAR Friend, 

As your journey to Paris approaches, and as that 
period will, one way or other, . be of infinite confe- 
quence to you, my letters will henceforwards. be 
principally calculated for that meridian. You wiU 
be left there to your own difcretion^ inftead of ,Mr^ 
Harte's ;' and you will allow me, I am fure, to dif- 
Iruft a little the difcretion of eighteen. You will find 
in the Academy a number of young fellows much 
lefs difcreet than yoiirfelf. Thefe will all be your 
acquaintances ; but look about you firft and inquire 
into their refpeftive charadlers, before you fo^m 
any connexions among them ; an J, ceteris paribus^ 
iingje out thofe of the moft c6nfiderable rank and 
family. Shew them a diftinguifhing attention ; by 
which means you will get into their refpeftive 
houfes, and keep the beft company. All tliofe French 
young fellows are exceffively eiourdis : be upon your 
guard againft fcrapes and quarrels : have no plea-- 
fimtrics with them, no jeux de mains, no coups di 
xhambriere^ which frequently bring on quarrels. Bcr 
as lively as they, if you pleafe, but at the fame time 
be a little wifer than they. As to letters, you will 
find moll of them ignorant; do not reproach them 
with that ignorance, nor maka them feel your fupe* 

rigrity. 
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TO HIS SON. 



-rioritj'. It is not their fault ; they are all bred up 
for the army : bat, on the other hand, do not allow 
their ignorance and idlenefs to break in upon thofe 
morning hours which you may be able to allot to 
your ferious-ftudies. No "breakfaftings with them, 
which confume a great deal of time ; but tell them 
(not magifterially and fententioufly) that* you will 
read two or three hours in the morning, and that for 
the reft of the day you are very much at their fervice; 
Though, by the way, I hope you will keep wifcr 
company in the evenings. 

I muft infift upon your never going to what is 
called the Englilh coflfee-houfe at Paris, which is the 
fefort of all the fcrub Englilh, and alfo of the fugi- 
tive and attainted Scotch and Irifli : party quarrels, 
and drunken fquabbles, are very frequent there ; and 
I do not know a more degrading place in all Paris. 
Coffee-houfes and taverns are by no means creditable 
at Paris, fie cautioufly upon your guard againft the 
infinite number of fine-drefled and fine-fpoken 
chevaliers dCinduJirie and avtniurierSy which fwarm at 
Paris ; and keep every body civilly at arm's length, 
of whofe real character or rank you are notprcvioufly 
informed. Monfieur le Comte or Monficur le Che- 
valier in a handfome laced coat, et ires hien mis^ 
accofts you at the play, or fome other public place i 
he conceives at firft fight an infinite regard for you, 
he fees that you are a ftranger of the firft diftin^ftion, 
he ofifers you his fervices, and wifhes nothing more 
ardently than to contribute, as far as may be in his 
little power, to procure youZ^i agremens de Paris. 
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6 LORD CHESTERF-IELB^S LETTERS 

He is acquainted with foqie ladies of condition, qui 
frefereni une pttUefcciiie agr cable y et des fpUsfoup^n 
aitnab^Us cPbgnniti'S g§ns^ (lu iumulfe et 4 la dfJJifatioi$ 
de Pjaris\ apd he will with the greateft plcafur© 
imaginable I ave the hopour of introducing you ta 
thefc kdics .of qual't^y. Well, if you were to accept 
of ^thi$ kind pfFer, and go with him, you would fin4 
m iroifimu a hanc^me and painted p— h1 firumpet, \\\ 
^ taroifhed filler or gold fecond-hand robe ; playing 
a fham party at cards for livres, with three or four 
fliarpcrs well drefTed enough, an^ dignified by the 
title of Marquis, Comte, and Chevalier* The lady 
ceceLves you in the mofl polite and gi^acious ma^ner^ 
and with all thofe complments de roi^iine which every 
french woman has equally. Though fhe loves re-;^ 
tiraueut and ihuns k grand Tj^ondSy yet flie confeffes 
herfejf obliged to the Marquis for having procure4 
her fo ineftimable, fo. accomplifhed an acquain-, 
tance as yovrielf; but her concern is how to amufe 
you, for ihe never fuffers play at her houfe for 
^bovealiyre; if you can amufeyourfelfwith that low 
play till fupper, ^ la bonne hure, Accordingly you 
fit .down to that little play, at which the gootj com- 
pany takes care that you fhould win fifteen or fixteea 
Jivres, which gives them ap opportunity of cclebrat? 
lag biptih youj good luck and your good play. Supper 
comes up, and a good one it is, upon the ftrength 
of your being to pay for it. La Marquife en f^U kf 
honmurs au meux^ talks ff n,tiaients, mamsy et ^arale ; 
interlarded with enjoyment y and accompa.nie;d witb 
fome obli(}ue ogles^ which bid y^oii ^Qt xlelpaii- m 

time. 
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to HIS soNi 7 

ttmd. After fuppcr, pharaon, lanfquenet,. or ^uint^> 
happen accidentally to be mentioned : the Chevalier 
propofes playing at one of them for half an hour ; 
the Marquife exclaims againft it> and vows ihe will 
not fuffer it/ but is at lafl prevailed upon by being 
aflured que a ne/era ^ four des riens. Theii the 
wiihed-for moment is come^ the operation begins x 
you are cheated^ at beft^ of all the money in your 
pockety and, if you ftay late, very probably robbed 
of your watch and (huff-ibox, poflibly murdered for 
greater fecurityi This, I can aflure you, is not fex- 
aggerated^ but a literal defeription of what happen^ 
pvery day to fome raw and. inexperienced ftranger at 
t'aris. Remember to receive all thefe civil gentle-^ 
men, who take fuch a fancy to you at firft fight, 
very coldly ; and take care always to be previoufly 
engaged, whatever party they propofe to you. You 
may happen fometimes in very greatiand good com^ 
panies to meet with fome dextrous gentlemen, who 
may be very deiirous, and alfo very fure, to wirx 
your money, if they can but engage you to play 
with them. Therefore lay it down as an invariable 
rule never to play with men, but only with women 
of falhion, at low play, or with women and men 
mixed. But at the fame time, whenever you are 
aiked to play deeper than you would, do not refufc 
it gravely and fententioufly, alledging the folly of 
faking what would be very inconvenient to one to 
lofe, againft what one does not want to win j but 
parry thofe invitations ludicroufly, et en badinant. 
Say that, if you were fure to lofe, you might poflibly 
Vol. III. B 4 play^ 
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t LORD CHBSTERF1ELD*S LBTTEUi 

play, buft that, as you may as well win, you dread 
Vembarras des ricbejfes^ ever fince you have feen what 
ah incumbrance they were to poor Harlequin, and 
that therefore you are determined never to vcnturp 
the winning above two Louis a day ; this fort of light 
trifling way of declining invitations to vice tod folly 
is more becoming your age, and at the fame tim6 
inore cffeftual, than grave philofophical refufals. A 
young fellow who feetod to have no will of his own* 
and who ddefe every thing that is aiked of him, \% 
called a very good-natured, but at the fame time il 
thought a very filly youjig fellow. AA wifely, upon 
folid principles, and from true motives ; but keejl 
tjiem to ycfiirfelf, and never talk fententioufly. When 
you are invited to drink, fay you ivi^ you co^ld, 
but that fo little makes you both drunk tod fick, 
que lejeu ne vaut pas la chanddle. 

Pray fliow great attention, and make your <:ourt 
to Monfieur de la Gueriniere ; he is well with Prince 
Charles, and many people of the firft diflinftion at 
Paris ; his commendations will raife your charaCler 
there, not to mention that his favour will be of tife 
to you in the Academy itfelf. For the reafons which 
I mentioned to you in my laft, I wotild have you be 
interne in the Acadeipy for the firft fix months ; but 
after that, I promife you that you fliall have lodg* 
ings of your own dans un hotel garm^ if in the nleart 
time I hear well of you, and that y6\x frequent and 
are efteemed in the beft French companies. You 
want nothing now, thank God, but exterior advan- 
tages, that laft polifh, that toufmire du monde^ and 
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TO HIS SON. 9 

Aofe gratesj which are fo ntceSkvf to adorn andl 
give ifficacy to the moft folid merit. They are onljr 
to be acquired in the beft companies, and better i^ 
the beft French companies than in any other. You 
4vill not want opportunities, for I fhall fend you let- 
ters that will eftabliih you in the moft diftinguiihe4 
'GomJ)anies, not only of the beau Monde, but of the 
beaux efprits too. Dedicate^ therefore, I beg of you, 
that whole year to your own advantage and final im- 
provement ; and do not be diverted from thofe ob^ 
je6ls by idle diffipations, low feduftion, or bad 
example. After that year, do whatever you pleafe ; 
J will interfere ho longer in your conduA : fot I am 
fiirc both you and \ Ihdl be fafe then. Adieu. 

mm JllllilPII I. illUJi iHK I irfli.i. III. L I. i himi IN iiiy 

LEtTER CCXXm. 

London, April 30th, (X S. 1750, 
My ^ba& Fkiend, 

|v1k Harte, Whb In all his letters gives you fome 
^Wh of 'paftBgyric, told me in his 1^ a thing that 
pic2|&s me elcfremely ; ^hich was, that at Roffl6 
yoii had tonlbtflfly prgferted the eftabliflied Italian 
affismbliei to the Ei^lifli conventicles fet up againft 
tiwtH by diflbnting JfengUfli ladies. That fhowi 
fcnfc, and that you know what yoti ait fent Ibroad 
fox. It is of aMh ffitfiPc^coDfeq^ce to know the 

Moris 
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Mcl^es multorum Jwnmum than the Urhesi Fray coit^ 
iiniie this judicious condudi: wherever you go, ef^ 
pcciaily at Paris, wherei inftcad of thirty^ yoii 
,wiU find above three hundred Englifh^ herding 
together^ and converfing with no one French 
body. 

The life of Us Milords Angtois is regularly, or if 
you will irregularly, this. As foon as they rifej 
Which is very late, they breakfaft together, to the 
utter lofs of two good morning hours. Then they 
go by coachfuUs to the Palais, the Invalides, anct 
Notre-Dame ; from thence to the Englilh coiFee-^ 
houfe, where they make up their tavern party for 
dinner. From dinner, where they drink quickj 
they adjourn in clufters to the play, where they 
crowd up the ilage, dreft up in very fine clothes^ 
very ill made by a Scotch or Irifh taylor. Froth tKe 
play to the tavern again, where they get very drunk^ 
and where they either quarrel among themfelves, or 
fally forth, commit fome riot in the fixeets, and ar« 
taken up by the watch. Thofe who do not fpeak 
French before they go, are fare to learn none there«. 
Their tender vows are addrelifed to their Irifh laun- 
drefsy unlefs by chance fome itinerant Englilh wo- 
man, eloped from • her huiband^ or her creditors^ 
defrauds her of them. Thus, they return liojcne^ 
more petulant, but not more informed, than whea 
they left it; and ihow, as they think, their im-> 
provement, by afie£tedly both fpeaking and dreflxng 
inbrokcn French. 



v; . 
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Cot^fA yourfclf, while you are in Frwc^, intirdy 
wth the French ; injprove yourfelf with the old, 
fiivert yourfelf with the young ; conform chearfully 
to their cuftoms, even tp their Kttlc follies, but no( 
to their vices. Dp not however remonftrate or preacl) 
againft them, for remonftrances do not fuit with 
ypur age. In French cpippanies in gener^ you will 
not find mu^rh learning, therefore take care not tp 
brandi^ yours in their f^cts. People hate thofe whff 
make them feel their own inferiority. Conceal al( 
your leamlflg carefiiUy, an^ referve it for the com- 
pany of Jfes Qe^^ d'EgUfe, pr Us Gens 4< Roh; afl4 
even tk^f^ let theiiji rather extort it from yoq, thaa 
find yott over wiUing to draw it. Yoju fire thcii 
thought, kom that feeming lyiwillinpiefs^ tp hav^ 
ftill more kn(^wJie<^e ttian it may be you really have, 
and vith tfie additioinal merit pf 9u>de% injbo thi 
bargain. A man who tvjks of, pjr even hints at hif 
kenmes fmrtuMS^ is feldgm b^iev^, ^, if l^iev^d^ 
Bwdh bkmed s wberieas 9 mm who cpn^ea^ ^]^ 
care i& often fuppofed tjo haye n^e thw h^e k^^ an4. 
his leputatios^ of difcretipn gets him oth^« It if 
jufi fo with a vam of J^eaf ni^ ; if h^ ^e<^s to {kqpft 
it, it is queftiwcd, wA he 13 reckpwd pidy %^r- 
ficial ; but if afterw.ards it appears that he |:eaUy ha» 
it, he is pr^^juic^ a p4sda^. Real oaerit ofai^ 
kind, ubi ejl non p^leji dl§ cs/fifi; it will be difcover- 
ed, and nothiog cafk dep];ACi^ it^ b^jt a m^n's ex^ 
hibiting it himfelf. It may not always be rewarded 
as it ought ; but it will always be known. You will 
in general find the women of the beau monde at Paris 

more 



Digitized. by VjOOQIC 



ft LORD CHESTERFIELD S LETTERS 

more inftrudled than the men, who are' bred up 
fingly for the army, and thrown into if at twelve of 
thirteen years old ; but then that fort of education, 
which makes them ignorant of books, gives them a 
great knowledge of the world, an eafy addrefs, and 
polite manners, 

Faihion is niore tyrannical at Paris than in any 
other place fn the world ; it governs even more ab- 
folutely than their King, which is faying a great 
deal. The leaft revolt againft it is punilhed by pro* 
fcription. You muft obferve anc^ conform to all 
the mnutia of it, if you will be in fafliion there 
yourfelf ; and if ygu are not in fafhion, you are no^ 
body. Get therefore, at all events, into the com^^ 
pany of thofe men and women qui donrunt le ion i 
and though at firft you fhould be admitted upon that 
ftiining theatre only as a perfona muta, perfift, per- 
• fevere, ^nd you will foon have a part given you. 
Take great care never to tell in one company what 
you fee or hear in another, much lefs to divert the 
prefent company at the expence of the laft ; but let 
difcretion and fecrecy be known parts of your cha- 
radler. They will carry you much ferther, and 
much fafer, than more fliining talents. Be lipoa 
your guard againft quarrels at Paris ; honour is ex- 
tremely nice there, though the aflerting of it is ex- 
ceedingly penal. Therefore pMnt de mauvaifes plai- 
fanierUsy poinf di jeux dt main^ et point de raillerU 
pii^uante^ 

Paris 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



. TO HIS SON. 13 

Paris is the place in the world where, if youpleafe^ 
you may the beft unite the utik and the duke. Even 
your pleafures will be your improvements, if you take 
them with the people of the place, and in high life* 
From what you have hitherto done every where clfc, 
I have juft reafon to believe, that you will do every 
thing you ought at Paris. Remember that it is your 
decifivc moment ; whatever you do there will be 
known to thoufands here, and your charafter there, 
whatever it is, will get before you hither. You will 
jneet with it at London. May you and I both have 
reafon to rejoice at that meeting ! Adieu. 



LETTER. CCXXIV. 

London, IVIay 8th, O. S. 1750. 
My dear Fkiend,. 

At your age the love of pleafures is extremely na- 
tural, and the enjoyment of them not unbecoming : 
but the danger, at your age, is miftaking the objecft, 
and fetting out wrong in the purfuit. The charaifter 
of a man of pleafure dazzles young eyes ; they do 
not fee their way* to it diftinftly, and fall into vice 
and profligacy. I remember a ftrong inftance of thi3 
a great many years ago. A young fellow, deter- 

miwdt 
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mined to fhme as a man of pkafure^ was at the fiiy^ 
caWed the Libertine de/iroyed^ z trahflatton of /^ Fefiiti 
de Pierre of Moliere's. He iftvas fo ftruck with whaC 
he thought the fine charaftefr of the libertine, tha* 
he fwore he would be the Libertine dejlroyed. Somtf 
friends alked him, whether he had not bdtter con- 
tent hhnfelf with being only the Libertine, wit^hot* 
bdng dejlroyedf to Which he anfwcred with grea< 
warmth, *^ No, for that being deftroyed w^ thd 
^* perfeftion of the tJvholc." This, extiravagant as 
k feem* in this light, is Tt2iij the cafe of many art 
unfortunate young fellow, who, captivated by tht 
name of pleafures, rufhes indifcriminately, and with- 
out tafte, into them all, and is finally deftroyed. I 
am not ftoicdly advifing, nor parfonically preaching 
to you, to be a Stoic at your age ; far from it : I 
arn pointing out to you the paths to pleafures, and 
am endeavouring only to quicken and heighten them 
for you. Enjoy pled^fures, bttt let them be your 
own, and then you will tafle them : but adopt none ; 
trtrfl: to Natrire for genuine ones. The pleafures that 
you would feel, you muil earn i the man who gives 
himfelf up to aU, feels none fenfibly* Sardanapalifti, 
I am convinced, never in his life felt any. Thofe 
only who join ferious occupations with pleafures, feel 
either as they fhould do. Alcibiades, though ad- 
dicted to the moft fhamcful excefles^ gave fome time 
to philofophy, and fome to bufinefs. Julius Csefar 
joined bufinefs with pleafurc fo properly, that they 
mutually alfiAed each other : anct, though he was 
the huiband of all tlie wives at Home^ he found time 

t9 
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to be one of the bcft Schdars, almoft the bcft Ora- 
tor, and abfolutcly the beft General there. An un- 
interrupted life of pleafure is as infipid as contemp* 
tiWe- Some hours given every day to ferious bufi- 
nefs muft .whet both the mind and the fenfe^, to 
enjoy thofe of pleafure. A furfeited glutton, aft 
emaciated fot, and an enervated^ rotten whore-* 
mafter, never enjoy the pleafures to which they dc- 
tote themfelves ; they^ are only fo many human &> 
crifices to falfe Gods. The pleafures of low life ard 
all of this miftaken^ merely fenfual, and difgraceful 
nature ; whereas thofe of high life, and in good 
company (though poflibly in themfelves not more 
mcmi)^ are more delicate^ more refined, le(s dan-» 
gerottSi and lefs difgtaceful; and, in the common 
ceurfe of things, not reckoned difgracefiil at all. Id 
Ihort, pleafure ttm& not, nay cannot, be the bufinefs 
of a man of fenfe and char adler ; but it may be, and 
ii, his -relief, his reward. It is particularly fo with 
figard to the women, who have the atmoft €ontemp( 
£>r thofe men, that, having no charader nor coq«* 
fldefation With their own fex, frivoloufly pais their 
whole time in ru€lles^ and at ioilUtes. They lools 
Upofi tdbem t& tbeiF lumber^ arid remove tfaem wheiH 
ever they can get better furniture.. Women choofis 
their &vourite» more by the ear than by any other 
of their fenfas^ or even their underftandings. The 
tMEk whom they hear the moft comnlended by thd 
mea» will always be the beft received by them. Such 
a conqueft flatters their vanity, &nd vstiiity is their 
UfiiverfUt if Jioto tiieir iitfMgeft paflixhr. A diftin^ 

guifhed 
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guifted fhinlng chafaAer is ifrefiffible with thein^ 
they crowd to, nay, thty even quarrel for the dan- 
ger, in hopes of tlie triumph. Though by the way 
(to ufe a Yulgar expreffion) Ihe who conquers only 
catches a Tartar, and becomes th^ flave of her cap- 
tive. Mais ce'Ji la leur affaire. Divide your time 
between ufeful occupations and elegant pleafurcs. 
The morning feems to belong to ftudy, bufinefs, of 
ferious converfations with men of learning and 
figure ; not that I exclude an 4)ccalional hour at a 
toilette. From fitting down to dinner, the proper 
bufinefe of the day is pleafure, unlefs real bufinefs, 
which muft never be poftponed for pleafure, hap- 
pens accidentally to interfere. In good company^ 
the pleafures of the taWe are always carried to a cer- 
tain point of delicacy and gratification, but never tO 
•cxcefs and riot. Plays, operas, balls, fuppers^ gay 
converfations in polite and chearful companies, pro- 
perly conclude the evenings ; not to mention the 
tender looks that you may diredl, and the fighs that 
you may oiFer, upon thcfe feveral occafion^, to fomc 
propitious or unpropitious female Deity ; whofe 
character and. manners will neither difgrace nor cor* 
rupt yours. This is the life of a man of real fenfe 
and pleafure ; and by this diftribution of your time^ 
and choice of your pleafurcs, you will be ^ually 
qualified for the bufy, or the beau monde* You fee 
I am not rigid, and do not require that y6u and I 
ihould be of the fame age. What I fay to you, 
therefore, Ihould have the more weight, as coming 
from a friend^ not a father. But^ low company, 

and 
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And their low vices^ their indecent tidts^ and pro-» 
fligacy, I never will bear, nor forgive. 

I have lately received two volumes of Treatifesj ill 
German and Latin, from Hawkins, with your orders^ 
under your own hand, to take care of them for you; 
which oi'dets I fhall mdft dutifully and punftually 
obey, and they wait for you in my library, together 
with your great coUeAion of rare books^ which 
your Mamma fent me upon removing from her old 
lioufe* 

I hope you not only keep up but improve in youi! 
German, for^it will be of great ufe to you when you 
come into bufinefs, and the more fo, as you will be 
almoft the only Englifhman who either can fpeak 
or underftand it. Pray fpeak it conftantly to all 
Germans, wherever you meet them, and you will 
meet multitudes of them at Paris. Is Italian now be-» 
come eafy and familiar to you ? Can you fpeak it 
with the fame fluency that you can fpeak Gterman ? 
You cannot conceive what an advantage it will givcJ 
you^ in negotiations, to pofTefs Italian^ German^ and 
French perfe<SHy, fo as to underftand all the force and 
j^Je of thofe three languages. If two men of equal 
talents negotiate together, he who bcfl underflands 
the language in which the negotiation is carried on 
will infallibly get the better of the others The fig- 
nification and force of oHe fingle word is often of great 
confequence in a treaty, and even in a letter- 
Remember the graces^ for without them cgni fa» 
tifa i vana. Adieu. 

Vol. III. c Letter 
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London, May the i7thy O. S. 1750^ 

Your appreHttceftrp is near Out, and y6u arcf 
fcon to fet up fof yonrfelf ; thdN: approaching mo- 
ment is a critical one for you, and ah ahxioixs one 
fer txi^. A fradeftnan who would fiicceed in hiy 
♦ray, muft begin by eftablifliing a chariwfter of inte- 
grity and" good manners* r without the former, nobo- 
dy will go tc^ his (hop at all ; without the latter, no-^ 
body win go there twice* This rule does -not ex- 
clude the fair arts of trade. He may fell his good* 
at the beft price he can, within certain bounds. He 
ft^ay avail himfclf of the humour, the whims, and 
^he feataftical taftes of his cuftomiers ; but wh^t he' 
warcants iei be good n>uft be really fo, What he fe- 
rionfty aiJerts muft be true, or his firft fraudulent 
profits will foon end in a bankruptcy. If is the fame 
in higher life, and i»the great bufincfs of the world, 
A man who does not folidly eftablilh, ^d rtally de- 
fehe, a charaAer of truth, probity, good mdnnersy 
and good morals-y at his firft fetting out in^ th'd 
world, may impofe, and Ihine like a meteor for a 
very Ihort tkne, but will rery foon Vtinifh, and be 
extinguilhed with contempt People eaiily pardon, 
in young men, the common irregularities of the 
fcjifes ; but tliey do not forgive the Icaft vice of the 

keaft^ 
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k^rft. The iieart never grows better by age ; I fear> 
father wdrfe ; always harder. A young liar will be 
ksk old one ; and a young knave v:i\\ only be a 
greater knave as he grows older. But Ihould a 
bad youHg hesfrt^ accompanied with a good head 
(whlGhj by the way, very feldom is the cafe), really 
Reform in a more advanced age^ from a confciouf- 
hefs of its foUy^ as well as of his guilt { fuch a con- 
Vcrfion would €niy be thought prudential and poli- 
tical, but hevet iincere. I hope in God^ and I 
Verily believe, that you want no moral virtue; But 
the pdflTeflion of all* the moral virtues^ in dSii 
ftimoy as the logicians call it, is liot fufficient $ yoii 
mu^ have them in ailufeeundo too : nay, that is not 
ibfficieM neither ; you itiuft have the reputation of 
them alfo. Your charadteir in the world muft h6 
built uport that folid foundation, or it will foon fall^ 
ind upon youf cr*vh heiid. You cannot tlwrcfore be 
ia& eanreful, toa nice, ioo fcrupulous, in eftablifliing 
this character aC firft, upon which your whole de-* 
pefid». Let no conveffation, noexam|>lc, no fafhion^ 
rsxy bon mbtj no filly defire of feeming to be above, 
tvhat moft knaves, and tnany fools, call prejudices, 
evei* tenapt yott to avow, exteauate, or laugh at th^ 
leaft htt&c\i 6f nlorllity ; but Ihow upon all occa- 
fKMis, and take all occafions to fhow, a dcteftatiori 
tod abhorrence of \t. There, though young, ydii 
bught to be ftri A ; arid there only, while young, it 
becomes you to be ftriiSt and fevere. But there toa, 
fpare the perfdns, while you lafh the criiiics. AH 
this relates, as you eafily judge, to the vices ci 
the heart, fuch as lying, fraud, envy, malice, de- 

C a tradtion^ 
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tracftion, 6f^. and I do not extend it to the littW 
frailties of youth, flowing from high fpirits, and 
warm blood. It would ill become you, at youf 
dgc, to declaim againft, and fententioufly ccnfurc^ 
a gallantry, an accidental excefs of the table, a fro- 
lic, an inadvertency : no, keep as free from them 
yourfelf as you can ; but fay nothing againft them 
in others. They certainly mend by time, often by 
reafon ; and a man s worldly character is not af- 
fedled by them, provided it be pure in other re- 
fpefts. 

• To come now to a point of much lefs, but yet of 
irery great confequence, at your firft fetting out. Be* 
extremely upon your guard againft vanity, the com- 
mon failing of imexperienced youth ; but particularly 
againft that kind of Vanity, that dubs a man a cox- 
comb } a charaAer which, once acquired, is more in- 
delible than that of the priefthood. It is not to btf 
imagined by how many different ways vairity defeats 
its own purpofes. One man decides peremptorily 
upon every fubjedV, betrays his ignorance upon many, 
and Ihows a difgufting prefumption ui)on the reft. 
Another defires to appear fuccefsful among the wo- 
men ; he hints at the encouragement he has received 
from thofe of the moft diftinguifhed rank and beauty, 
and intimates a particular connedlion with fome one : 
if it is true, it is ungenerous ; if falfe, it is infamousi 
but in either cafe he deftroys the reputation he wanti 
to get. Some flatter their vanity, by little extrane- 
ous objefts, which have not the leaft relation to them- 
fcives ; fuch as being defcended fro{n, related to, or 

acquainted 
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flcquamted with, people of diftinguifticd merit, and 
eminent charadlers. They talk perpetually of their 
grandfather fuch-a-one, their uncle fuch-a-one, and 
their intimate friend Mr. fuch-a-one, with whomi 
poffibly, they are hardly acquainted. But, admitting 
it all to be as they would have it, what then ? Have 
they the more merit for thefe accidents ? Certainly 
not. On the contrary, their taking up adventitious, 

. proves their want of intrinfic merit ; a rich man never 
borrows. Take this rule for granted, as a never-fail- 
ing one — ^That you muft never feem to afFedt the 
charadler in which you have a mind to fhine. Mo- 
defty is the only fure bait, when you angle for praifc. 
The afFedlation of courage will make even a brave 
man pafs only for a bully ; as the afFe6lation of wit 
will make a man of parts pafs for a coxcomb. By 
this modefty, I do not mean timidity, and aukward 
bafhfiilnefs. On the contrary, be inwardly firm and 
fteady, know your own value, whatever it may be, 
knd a6l upon that principle ; but take great care to 
let nobody difcover that you do know your own value. 
Whatever real merit you have, other people will dif- 
cover : and people always magnify their own difcovc- 
ries, as they leiTen thofe of others^ 

For God's fake, revolve all thefe things ferioufly in 
your thoughts, before you launch out alone into the 
ocean of Paris. RecoUedl the obfervations that you 
have yourfclf made upon mankind, compare and 
connedt them with my inftru<ftions, and then aft 
fyftematically and confequentially from them ; notau 

Jour la journee. Lay your little plan now, which you 

C 3 will 
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will hereafter extend and improve by your owa 
obfervations, and by the advice of thofe who cm 
never mean tp niiflead you ; I mean, Mr. Hartc an^ 
jnyfclf^ 



■ WjitH.I, 



LETTER CCXXVfe 

London, May 24th, Q, S. 1^750,. 
My dear Friend, 

I RECEIVED yefterday your letter of the7th,N.S, 
from Naples, to which place I find you have travel* 
led, claffipally, critically, and da virtuc/o, Ypu did 
l-ight, for whateyer is worth feeing at all is wortl^ 
feeing well, %nd better than moft people fee it. It 
is a poor and frivolous excufe, when any thing curi^ 
pus is talked of, that one has feen, to fay, I/aia 
iV, bul really I did not much niin^ it. Why did they 
go to fee it, if they would not mind it I or why 
V^Guld^hey not mind it when they faw it ? Now you 
are at Naples, you pafs part of your tiroc there,, en 
bonnet e bomme, dagarbato cavaliers^ in the Cpurt, and 
the beft companies. I am told that ftrang^rs are re-s 

feived with the utmoft hofpitality at Prince \qim 

lui il fait bonne chere, et que madame la Prin(cffe donm 
cbere entierj ; nar's que fa chair eji plus que bazardie qh 
viortifiee mime ; which, in plain EngliftA means that 
Ihe is xiot only tender, but rotten. If uiis b? true^^ 
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fls I am pretty furc it is, one may fay to her in a lite- 
ral fenfe, juvenuvique prodis^ publka cura. 

Mr- Harte informs me' that you are clothed in 
Sumptuous apparel i a young fellow lho,i!d be fo^ 
cfpecially abroad, where fine clothes ^re fo generally 
the faftiion. Next to their being fine, they fliould 
be well made, and worn eafily : . for a man is only th<p 
Icfs genteel for a fine coat, if in wearing it he Ihowa 
% regard for it, and is not as eafy in it as if it werfe 
^ plain one. 

I tliank you for your drawing, which I am impa- 
tient to fee, and which I fhall hang up in a new gal»- 
lery that I am building at Blackheath, and very fond 
of; but I am ftill more impatient for another copy, 
which I wonder I have not yet received ; I mean, the 
copy of your countenance. I believe, were that a 
whole length, it would ftill fall a good deal fbort of 
the dimenfions of the drawing after Dominichino, 
which you fay is about eight feet high ; and I take 
j'ou, as well as myfelf, to be of the fomily of the 
Piccolomini. Mr, Bathurft tells me, that he thinks 
you rather taller than I am ; if fo, you may very 
pofiibly get up to five feet eight inches, which I would 
compound for, though I would wifli you five feet 
ten. In truth, what do I not wifh you, that has a 
tendency tq perfedion ? I fay a tendency only, for 
fibfolute perfection is not in human nature, fo that 
it would be idle to wilh it. But I am very wilting 
to compound for yqur conijng nearer to perfection 
than the generality of your contemporaries : without 
ft complinieot to you^ I think you bid fair for that. 

C 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Harte affirms (and, if it were conflftent with 
his charafter, would, I believe, fwcar) that you 
have no vices of the heart ; you have undoubtedly 
a ftock bgth of antient and modern learning, which, 
I will venture to fay, nobody of your age has, and 
which muft now' daily increafe, do what you will. 
•What then do you want towards that practicable 
degree of perfedlion which I wifti you i Nothing, 
but the knowledge, the turn, and the manners of the 
world ; I mean, the ieau monde. Thefe it is impoffi-p 
ble that you can yet have quite right: they are not 
given, they muft be learned. But then, pn the other 
hand, it is impoffible not tq acquire them, if one 
has a mind to them ; for they are acquired infenfibly, 
by keeping good company, if one has but the leaft 
attention to their charadkers and manners. Every 
man becomes, to a certain degree, what the people 
he generally converfes with are. He catches their 
^ir, their manners, and even their way of thinking. 
If he obferves with attention, he will catch them 
foon ; but, if he does not,* he will at long run con- 
trail them ipfenfibly. I know nothing in the world 
but poetry. tha,t is not to be acquired by application 
?md care. The fum total of this is a very comfortable 
one for yoq, as it plainly amounts to this, in your 
favour ; that you now want nothing but what even 
your pleafurcs, if they are liberal ones, will teach 
you. I congratulate both you and myfelf, upon your 
being in fuch a Situation, that, excepting your ex-r 
ercifes, nothing is now wanting but pleafures to cojn*- 
plete ypu. T^e them, but (as I am fure you will) 

with 
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with people of the firft fafliion, wherever you are, 
ond the bufinefs is done. Your exercifes at Paris, 
which I am fure you will attend to, will fupplc and 
falhion your body ; and the company you will keep 
there will, with fomc degree of obfervation on your 
part, foon give you the air, addrefs, manners, in 
ihort, le ten de ia bonne compagnie^ Let not thofe 
confiderations, however, make you vain; they are 
only between you and me : but as they are very com- 
fortable ones, they may jufUy give you a manly af- 
fiirance, a firmnefs, a fteadinefs, without which a 
man can neither be well-bred, or in any light appear 
to advantage, or really what he is. They may juftly 
remove all timidity, awkward balhfulnefs, low diffi- 
dence of one's felf, and mean abjeA coraplaifance to 
every or any body's opinion. La Bruyere fays, very 
truly, on ne vaut dans ce monde^ que ce que Von veut 
valoir : It is a right principle to proceed upon in the 
world, taking care only to guard againft the appear- 
finces and outward fymptoms of vanity. Your whole 
then, you fee, turns upon the company you keep for 
the future. I liave laid you in variety of the befl at 
Paris, where, at your arrival, you will find a cargo 
of letters, to very different forts of people, as beawt 
efprils, f^avantSy et belles dames. Thefe, if you will 
frequent them, wiU form you, not only by their ex- 
amples, but by their advice, and admonitions in pri- 
vate, as I have defired them to do ; and confcquent- 
ly add to what you have, the only one thing now 
peedful, 

Pray 
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Pray tdl me what Italian books you have read, anc) 
whether that language is now become familiar to you, 
Kead Ariofto and Tallb through, and then you will 
Jiave read all the Italian poets, who, in m^ opinion^ 
fLTC worth reading. In all events, when you get to 
Paris, take a good Italian mafier to read Italian with 
you tliree times a week ; not only to keep what you 
have already, which you would otherwife forget, but 
alfo to perfect: you in the reft. It is a great pleafure, 
as well as a great advantage, to he able to fpeak to 
people of all nations, and well, in their own language* 
Aim at perfeftion in every thing, though in moft 
things it is unattainable ; however, tliey who aim at 
it, and perfevere, will come much nearer to it, than 
4thofe whofe lazinefs and defpondei)cy make then) 
give it up as unattainable. Magms tame^n excidit auJU^ 
is a degree of praife which will always attend a noble 
^nd ihiping temerity, and a much better lign in a 
young fellow, thzsx fcrpere burnt j tutus nimiumtmiduft 
queprocelU. For taen, as well as wpmeu, 

r born to be controurd. 

Stoop to tl^e forward and the bpld. 

A man who fets out in tlie world with real tiniidity 
and diffidence, has not an equal change in it ; he 
will be difcouraged, put by, or trampled upon. But 
to fucceed, a man, efpecially a young one, (hould 
Jiave inward firmnefs, fteadinefs, and intrepidity ; 
with exterior modefly, ^nd faming diffidence. He 
muft modeftly, but rcfolutely, .afrert his own rights 
and privileges. Suaviter in wodo, hutforiitir in re^ 
Jle (hould have an apparent franknefs and opennefs, 

but 
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|>ut with inward caution and clofenefs. All thefo 
things will come to you by frequenting and obfcrving 
good company. And by good company, I mean 
that fort of company, which is called good company 
by every body of that place. When all this is over^ 
we Ihall meet ; and then we will talk over, tite^a-tite^ 
the various little finiibing ftrokes, which converfation 
pXiA acquaintance occaiionally fuggeft^ and which 
cannot be methodically written. 

Tell Mr. Harte that I have received his two letters 
pf the 2d and 8th, N. S. which, as foon as I have rc^ 
ireived a third, I will anfwer. Adieu, my dear ! X 
|iiid you will dq. 
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London, June the 5th, O. S* 17^0. 
My ueax Fi^ibnp, 

1 HAVE received your piifture, which I have long 
vvaited for with impatience : I wanted to fee your 
countenance^ from whencp I am very apt, as \ ber 
licve moft people are, to form fome general opinion 
f>f the mind. If the painter has taken you as well 
as he has done Mr. Harte (for his piAure is by far 
the mqft like I ever faw in my life), I draw good conr 
clufions from your countenance, which has both 
fpirit and finejpf in it. In bulk you are pretty weU 
{ncreafed fince I faw you ;^ if your height is not \t\^ 

yreafed 
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crcafed in proportion, I defirc that you will make 
hafte to complete it. Serioufly, I believe that your 
cxercifes at Paris will make you flioot up to a good 
lize ; your legs, by all accounts, feem to promife it. 
Dancing excepted, the. wholefome part is the beft 
part of thofe academical cxercifes. Us degraifeni 
ieur homme. A promos of exercifes ; I have prepared 
every thing for your reception at Monfieur dc la 
Gueriniere's, and your room, 6fr, will be ready .at 
your arrival. I am fure you muft be fenfible how 
much better it will be for you to be interne in the 
Academy, for the firfl fix or feven months at leaft, 
than to be en hotel garni, at fome diftance froni it, 
and obliged to go to it every morning, let the wea- 
rier be what it will, not to mention the lofs of time 
too ; belides, by living and boarding in the Aca- 
demy, you will make an acquaintance with half the 
young fellows of fafhion at Paris ; and in a verj^ little 
while be looked upon as one of them in all French 
companies ; an advantage that has never yet hap- 
pened to any one Englifhman that I have known. 
I am fure you do not fuppofe that the difference of 
the expence, which is but a trifle, has any weight 
with me in this refolution. You have the French 
language fo perfectly, and you will acquire the 
French iournure fo foon, that I do not know any 
body likely to pafs his time fo well at Paris as your- 
felf. Our young countrymen have generally too 
little French, and too bad addrefs, either to prefent 
themfelves, or be well received, in the beft French 
companies ; and, as a proof of it, there is no one 

inftance 
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iijftance of an £ng1ifhman*s having ever been fuf- 
pccfted of a gallantry with a French woman of con- 
dition^ though every French woman of condition is 
more than fufpefted of having a gallantry. But they, 
take up with the difgraceful and dangerous com- 
merce of proftitutes, acftrefles, dancing women, and 
that fort of tralh ; though if they had common ad- 
drefs, better atchievementa would be extremely 
cafy. Un arrangement , which is, in plain Englilh, 
a gallantry, is, at Paris, as neceflary a part of a 
woman of fafhion's eftablifliment, as her houfe, 
table, .coach, 6f^. A young fellow muft therefore 
be a very awkward, one to be reduced to, or of a 
very Angular tafte to prefer, drabs and danger, to a 
commerce (in the courfe of the world not difgrace- 
ful) with a woman of health, education, and rank. 
Nothing finks a ybung man into low company, both 
of women and men, fo furely as timidity, and diffi- 
dence of himfelf* If he thinks that he Iball not, he 
may depend upon it he will not pleafe. But, with 
proper endeavours to pleafe, and a degree of perfua • 
fion that he fhall, it is almaft certain tliat he will. 
How many people does one meet witli every-where, 
who, with very moderate parts, and very little know- 
ledge, puih themfelves pretty far, fingly by being 
faoguine, enterprizing, and perfevering ? They will 
take no denial from man or woman ; difficulties do 
not difcourage them ; repulfed twice or thrice, they 
rally, they charge again, and nine times in ten pre- 
vail at laft. The fame nxeans will much fooner, and 
foore cerudnly, attain the farue ends^ with your 

partg 
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|>arts and knowledge. You have a fund to be faft* 
guine upon, and good forces to r^y. Jn bufincft 
(tafents fuppofed) nothing is more efFedual, or ftic-' 
eefrful, thacn a good, though conceakd, opinio^ ol 
on€*s fclf, a firm refoliition^ and an unwearied pef-* 
leyerancea Non^ but madnien attempt impoffibili-* 
ties ; and whatever is poflible/ is one way or another' 
to be brought about^ If one method fails^ try ano-» 
thef^ and fuit your methods to the characters yoi* 
have to do with. At the treaty of the Pyrencesy 
which Cardinal Mazarin and Don Louis de Rarer 
concluded dans Vljte its FaifMs^ the latter carried 
fome tery importaift pOfints by his conftant and cool 
perfeTcrance. 

The Cardinal ha<l all the Italic vivacity and im^ 
jjaticnee { Don Louis all the Spaniih phlegm and t^- 
nacioufnefs. The point which the Cardinal had moffi 
at heart was, to hinder the re-eftabFifhment of the 
Ff ince of Cond6, his implacable toemy y but he was 
m hafte to conclude, and impatterit to* return to 
Court, where abfence is always dangerous. Doff 
Louis obferved this, and never failed at every con- 
ference to bring the affair of the Prince of Cond^ 
upon the tapis^ The Cardinal for fome time refufeJ 
even to treat upon it ; Don Louis, with the (ami 
fangfroid^ as conftantly perfiftcd, till he at lift pre- 
tailed J contrary to the intentions and fire interefl 
both of the Cardinal and of his Court. Senfe m^lfll 
aiftinguifh' between what is impoflible, aiid what i* 
only difficult ; and fpirrt and perfeverance will ge< 
the better of the latter. Every iftan is to- be Aad 6nrf 
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Hfey or another, and every woman almoft any way^ 
1 muft not omit one things which is preVioufly 
neceffary to this, and indeed to every thing elfe ; 
which is attention, a flexibility of attention j never 
to be wholly engrofled by any paft or future objeft, 
but inftantly diredted to the prbfenf one, be it what 
it will. An abfent man can make but few obfefva- 
tions ; and thofe will be disjointed and imperfecSfc 
ones, as half the eircumfiances muft neceifaril/ 
cfcapc him. He can purfue nothing fteadily„ be* 
caufe his abfertces make him lofe his way. They are 
very difagreeable, and hardly to be tolerated in old 
{ige;. but in youth they cannot be foi^iven. If 
you find that you have the leaft tendency to thera^, 
pray watch yourfelf very carefully, and you may 
prevent them now ; but, if you let them grow 
into a habit, you will find it very difficult to cure 
tliem hereafter; and a worfe di'ftempeF I do not 
know. 

J heard with great fetisfoAion the other day, frorai 
one who has been lately at Rome, tiiat nobody wa» 
better mceived- in the beft companies than yourfelf. 
The fiime thing, I dare fay, will happen ta you ait 
Paris ; where they are particularly kind ta all Gran- 
gers, who will be civil to them, and fhow ai defire 
of pleafing. But they muft be flattered a. little, sot 
only by words, but by a feeming preference givea* 
to their country, their manners, and their cuftoms; 
ifrhich is but a very fmall price to pay for a very 
good reception. Were I in Africa, I would pay it 
to aNegro for his good-will. Adieu. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCXXVIIL 

London, June the nth, O^S. 175a- 

My beak. F&iend, 

1 HE Prefident Mohtcfcjuicu (whom y6u will^ bd 
acquainted with at Paris) after having laid down, in 
his book de VEfprit des Loix^ the nature and princi- 
ples of the three different kinds of government, viz. 
the democratical, the monarchical, and the defpotic, 
treats of the education neceflary for each refpeilivc 
form. His chapter upon the education proper for 
the monarchical, I thought worth tranfcribing, and 
fending to you. You will obferve that the monarchy 
which he has in his eye is France. 

* Ce h'eft point dansles maifons publiques ou Ton 

inftruit Tenfance, que Ton reqoit dans les monar** 

chies la principalc Education; c*eft lorfque Tort 

entre dans le monde que T^ducation eii quelque 

faqon commence. L^ eft Vecole de ce que Toit 

appelle Thonneur, ce maitre univerfel, qui doit 

partout nous conduire. 

Ceft 

* In monarchiesj^ the principal branch of edtlcaticm is not 
taught, in colleges or academies. It commences^ in fome inea<* 
fure> at our fetting out in the world ; for this is the fchool of 
what we call honour, that univedid preceptor, which ought 
•veiy where to be our guide, 

"Am 
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Ceft \i que Ton voit et que Ton entend toujour^ 
dire trois chofes, qu'il faut mettre dans les vertua 
une certaine noblefle^ dans les moeurs une cer- 
taine firanchiiie^ dans les manieres une certaine 
politefle. 

Les vertus qu*on nous y montre font toujours 
moins ce que Ton doit aux autres, que ce que Ton fe 
doit k foi-m£me, elles ne font pas tant ce qui nou9 
appelle vers nos concitoyens^ que ce qui nous ea 
diftingue. 

On n*y juge pas les a6lions des hommes comme 
bonnes, tnais comme belles ; comme juftes, mais 
comme grandes ; comme raifoimables, mais comme' 
estiaordinaires. 

D^s que Thonneur y peut trouver quelque chofe 
de noble, il eft ou le juge qui les rend legitimes, ou 
le fophifte qui les juflifie. 

n 

Here it is that we coDfbintlj hear three rules or maxims ; viz. 
That we ihould have a certain noblenefs in our virtues, a kind 
of franknefs in our morals, and a particular politenefs in our 
behaviour. 

The virtues we are here taught, are lefs what we owe tp 
others, than to ourfdves ; they are not fo much what draws 
us towards fociety, as what di^ngtiifhes us from our fellow* 
citizens. 

Here the aftions of men are judged, not as virtuous, but as 
(hining j not as juft, but as great 5 not as reafonable, but at 
extraordinary. 

When honour here meets with any thing noble in our a&ions, 
it is either a judge that approves them^ or a fophifler b/ whom 
they are excufed* 

Vot.m. D k 
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n permet la gahnteiie lors qu'clle eft unie I Tid^e 
du £entiment du coeur^ ou k Yid€c de conqutoe ; et 
c'eft la vraie raifon pour kquelle les monirs ne font 
jamais ii pures dans ks monarchies, que dans les 
gouvernemens r^publicains. 

H permet la rufc^ lorfiqu'clle eft jointe i Fid^e de 
h. grandeur de Tefprit ou de la grandeur des aftaireSy 
comme dans la politique dont les finefles ne Yofkn- 
lent pas. 

H ne defend Tadulation que lorfqu elle eft {6psix6t 
de rid6e d'une grande fortune, et n'eft jointe qu*au 
jGbntiment de fapropre balTeile. 

A regard des moeurs, j*ai dit que Tdducation des 
monarchies doit y mettre une certaine franchife. On 
J veut done de la verity dans les difcours. Mais eft- 
ce par amour pour elle ? Point du tout On la veut,^ 

parcc 

It allows of gallantry, when united with the idea of fenliblt 
affedion, or with that of conquefl ; this is the reafon why wc 
never meet with fo ftrid a purity of morals in monarchies, as 
in republican governments. 

It allows of cunning and craft, when joined with the notion 
of greatnefs of foul or importanpe of affairs ; as for inftancc, 
in politics, with whofe fincffes it is far from being otFended. 

It does not forbid adulation, but when feparate from the idea 
of a large fortune, and conncded only with the feufe of our 
mean condition. 

With regard to morals, I have obferved, that the education of 
monarchies ought to admit of a certain franknefs and open car- 
riage. Truth therefore in converfation is" here a neceflaiy point* 
But is it for the fake of truth ? By no means. Truth is requi- 
ite only, becaufe a perfon habituated to veracity has an air of 

boldneis 
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parce qu^un homme qui efk accoutume k la dire pa- 
rolt ^tre hardi et libre. fin efFet, un tel homme 
femble ne dependre que dcs chofes, et noti pas de la 
maniere dont un autre les reqoit. 

Ceft ce (^ui fait qu autant que Ton y recommandc 
cctte cfpcce de franchife, autant on y m^pfife celle 
du pcuple, qui n'a que la verite et la fimplicite pour 
objet. 

Enfin, r^ducation dans les monarchies 6xige dans 
les manieres une certaine politefle. Les hommes nes 
pour vivrc enfemble, font nes aufli pour fe plaire ; et 
celui qui n*obferveroit pas les bienfeances, choquant 
tous ccux avec qui il vivroit, fe decrediteroit au 
point qu'il devicndroit incapable de faire aucun 
bicn. 

Mais ce n*tli pas d'une fource fi pure que la poli- 
teite a coutAme de tirer fon origine. EUe nalt de 
Tenvie de fe diftinguer. Ceft par orgueil que nous 

fommes 

bbldnefs and freedom. And, itideed, a man of this ftamp {eems 
to lay a ftrefs only on the things themfelves^ not on the manner 
in which they are received. 

Hence it is, that in proportion as this kind of ftankneik is 
commended, that of the common people m defpifed^ which has 
nothing bat truth and fimplicity for its objed. 

In fine, the education of monarchies requires a Certain polrte^ 
nefiof behaviour. Man, a fociable animal, is formed to pleafe 
in fociety 5 and a perfon that would break through the rules o^ 
decency, fo as t6 ihock thofe he converfed with, would kfer Ac 
public efteem, and become incapable of doing any good. 

Btit politbneis, generally fpeaking, doev not derive itd ofigi- 
imA £rom fo pure a fource. It rifes ffom a defire of dlAinguifh* 

D 9 ing ^ 
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fommes polis : nous noiis fentohs Azx6 d'avoir des 
manicres qui prouvent que noiis ne fommes pas dans 
la baffcfle, et que nous n*avons pas x6cu avec cettc 
forte de gens que Ton a abandonnes dans tous les 
figes. 

Dans les monarchies la poHteflc eft naturalifce k la 
Cour. Un homme exceffivement grand rend tous les 
autres petits. De-1^ les egards que Ton doit a tout 
le monde ; de-1^ nait la politeffe, qui flatte autant 
ceux qui font polls que ceux k I'egard de qui ils le 
font, parce qu*elle fait comprendre qu*on eft de la 
cour, ou qu'on eft digne d'en ^tre. 

L'air de la cour confifte k quitter fa grandeur pro- 
pre pour une grandeur empruntee. Celle-ci flatte 
plus un courtifan que la iienhe meme. Elle donne 
une certame modeftie fuperbe, qui fc repand au-loin, 

mais 

ing ourfclves. It is pride that renders us polite : we are flattered 
with being taken notice of for a behaviour that fhows we are 
not of a mean condition ; and that we have not been bred up 
with thofe who in all ages are confidered as the fcum of the 
people. 

Politenefs, in monarchies, is naturalized at Court. One man 
cxcefliveLy great renders «very body clfe little. Hence that re- 
gard which is paid to our fellow-fubje6b : hence that politenefs. 
equally plealing to thofe by whom> as to thofe towards whom, 
it is pradifed ; becaufe it gives people to underfland, that a 
perfon adually belongs, or at lead deferves to belong, to tht 
Court 

A Court air coniiils in quitting a real for a borrowed greatnefs. 
The latter pleafes the Courtier more than the former. It infpires 
kim with a certain difdaioful modeily, which ihews itfelf exter- 
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mais dont rorgueil dirainue infcnfiblement, k pro- 
portion de la diftance ou Ton eft delafource de cette 
grandeur. 

On trouve k la cour une dSlicatefle de gout en 
toutes chofes, qui vient d'un ufage continucl des fu- 
perfluit^s d*ime grande fortune, de la vari6t6, ct fur- 
tout de la lailitude des plaifirs, de la multipUcite, de 
la confuiion m6me des fantaifies, qui lorfqu*elles font 
agrcables y font toujours rejjues. 

Ceft fur toutes ces chofes que T^ducation fe porte 
pour faire ce qu on appelle Thonn^e homme, qui a 
toutes les qualit^s et toutes les vertus que Ton dc-' 
mande dan$ ce gouvernement. 

L^, rhonneur fe m^laqt par-tout entre dans toutes 
les famous de penfer et toutes les manicres de fentir^ 
et dirige m£me les principes, 

Cct 

nally, bat whoTe pride lofeniibly dimini flies in proportion to its 
diftance from the fource of this greatnefs. 

At Court we find a delicacy of tafte in every thing, a delicacy 
arifing from the conflant ufe of the fuperfluities of life, from the 
variety, and efpecially the fatiety of pleafm^s, from the multi- 
plicity and even confufion of fancies, which, if they are but 
a|^reeable, are fure of being wpll received, 

Thcfe arc the things which properly fall within the province 
of education, in order to form what we call a man of honour, a 
man poflefled of all the qualities and virtues requifite in this kind 
of government. 

Here it is that honour interferes with every thing, mixing 
even with people's manner of thinking, and dircding their very 
principles. 
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Cet honneur bifarre fait que Ics vertus ne font que 
ce qu il veut, et comme il les veut ; il met de fon 
chef des regies ^tout ce qui nous eft prefcrit ; il dtend 
ou il borne no5 devoirs k fa fantaifie, foit qu'ils aient 
leur jfource dans la religion, dans la politique, oi^ 
dans la morale. 

II n'y a rien dans les monarchies que les loix, la re- 
ligion, et rhonneur prefcrivent tant que robdiflancc 
aux volont^s du Prince : mais cet honneur nous di<fte 
que le Prince ne doit jamais nous prefcire une a<9:ion 
qui nous de(honore, parce qu'elle nous rendroit in- 
capable de le fervir. 

Crillon refufa d'aflalEner le Due de Guife, mais il 
cffrit k Henri Trois de fa battre contre lui. Apr^ la 
Saint Barthelemi, Charles Neuf ayant 6cnt i tons les 
gouverneurs de faire maflacrer les Huguenots, le Vir 
comte Dorte, qui comraandoit dansBayonne, dcrivil 

^U 

To this whixnfical honour it is owing that the viartues are only 
jufl what it pleafes ; it adds rules of ita own invention to ev^iy 
thing prefcribed to us > it extends or limits our duties accordijOig 
to its own fancy, wieUicr they proceed from religion, politics, or 
morality. 

There is nothing fo flxongly inculcated in moqarchies, by the 
laws, by religion, and honour, as fu^miflion to the Prince's will; 
but this yery honour tells us, that the Prince never ought to 
command ^ diihonourable a&iop^ hccaufe this would render us 
incapable of ferving him. 

Crillon refiifed to affaffinatc the duke of Guife^ but offered tp 
^ht hiiji. After the maflacr^ of St Bartholomew, Charles IX. 
Jiaving fent orders to the Governors in the feveral provinces for 
^e Hugonots to be murdered, Vifcount Dort, who commanded 
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au Roi s '^ Sire, Je n'ai troay€ parmi les habitans et 
" les gens dc guerre, que dc bons citoyenS' et de 
'' brakes ibidats, et pas un biDurreanK ; ainfi eux et 
^^ moi fu^Ucais Votre Msgefii^ d'employer nos: braB 
*^ et nos vies k chofes failkblcs.** Ce grand et gtee** 
letix coorage regardoit une Mchete comme une cliofe 
impoffible. 

H n'y a rien que Thonneur prefcrive plus k la No*- 
bleffe, que de fervir le Prince k la guerre. En e&t^ 
c'dk la pFofisffion diftingu^e^ parce que fes hafards, 
fes fucc^s^ et fes malheurs mi^e conduifent i Ik 
grandeur. Mats en impo£mt cette loi, Thonneur 
veot en £tre rarbitre^ et s'il fe trouve choqu6^il'exi^ 
ou permet qu'on fe retire chez foi* 

D veut qu'on puiffe indiffSremment afpirer aux 
cmplois ou les refufer ; il tient cette liberty au defTus 
de la fortune n^eme. 

L'honneut 

ftt Bftyonne^ wrote tbns to die King^ : " Birt, Among tlief inhabi- 
** tants of this town, and' your Majefty*8 iaroopB, I could not find 
** fo much as one executioner 5 they are besiefi citizens and'brat^ 
" foldiers. We jointly therefore befeedi your Miije^ to com*- 
*' maod our arms and lives in things that are pradicable." This 
great and generous foul loolied upon a bafb a^ion as a thing im^ 
poffible. 

There is nothing thathoiKmr mWre ftrongly recommends td 
the Nobility, than to ferve theip Prince in af military capacity*^ 
And indeed this is their favourite profefiion, becaufe its dangers^ 
its fuccefs, and even its mifcarriages; are the road to grandeur. 
Yet this veiy law of its own making, honour choofea to cjP* 
plain } and, in cafe of any affront^ it requires or permits us to 
retire* 

D 4 It 
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Uhoimcur a done fes regies fupr&mes^ ct IMdu- 
cation eft obligee de s'y conformer. Lcs principales 
font, qu*il nous eft bien permis de faire cas de notre 
fortune, mais qu'il nous eft fouveraincment d6fendu 
d'eh faire aucun de notre vie. 

La feconde eft, que lorfque nous avons €t6 unc fois 
places dans un rang, nous ne devons rien faire ni 
fouffrir qui fafle voir que nous nous tenons infiSrieurs 
^ ce rang meme. 

La troifieme, que les chofes que I'honneur defend, 
font plus rigoroufement defendues, lorfque les Loix 
ne concourent point k les profcrire, et que celles qu'il 
ezige font plus fortement exigees, lorfque les Loix ne 
le demandent pas. 

Though our government differs confiderably from 
the French, inafmuch as we have fixed laws, and 
xonftitutional barriers, for the fecurity of our liber- 
It infifls alfo^ that we ihould be at liberty either to feek or to 
rqed employments $ a liberty which it prefers even to an ample 
fortune. Honour, therefore, has its fupremc laws, to which 
education is obliged to conform. The chief of thefe are, that 
we are permitted to fet a value upon our fortune, but are abfon 
^utely forbidden to fet gny upon our lives. 

The fecond i8> That, when we are raifed to a poft or prefer- 
inenty we ihould never do or permit any thing which may feem 
to (mply that w^ look upon ourfelves as inferior to the rank w^ 
jbold. 

7he third is. That thofe things, which honour forbids, are 
more pgoroufly forbidden, when the laws do not concur in the 
prohibition } and thofe it commands are more drongly infifted 
Pj^op, whc» they happen not to be commanded by law. 

|Ar, NvG9NT*s Tranflatlon. 

tics 
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ties and properties ; yet the Prcfident^s obfenrations 
hold pretty near as true in England as in France. 
Though monarchies may differ a good deal^ Elinga 
differ very little. Thofe who are abfolute, defire to 
continue fo ; and thofe who are not, endeavour to 
become fo ; hence, the fame maxims and manners 
almoft in all Courts : voluptuoufnefs and profuiion 
encouraged ; the one to link the people into indo* 
lence; the other into poverty, confequently into de- 
pendency. The Court is called the world here, as 
well as at Paris ; and nothing more is meant, by 
faying that a man knows the World, than that he 
knows Courts. In all Courts, you mufl expeft to 
meet with connexions without friendihip, enmities 
without Jhatred, honour without virtue, appearances 
laved, and realities facrificed ; good manners, with 
bad morals; and all vice and virtue fo difguifed, 
that whoever has only reafoned upon both would 
know neither when he firffc met them at Court It 
is wcU that you fhould know the map of that country, 
that, when you come to travel in it, you may do it 
with greater fafety. 

From all this, you will of yourfelf draw this ob- 
vious concluiion, That you are, in truth, but now 
going to the great and important fchool, the World : 
to which Weftminfter and Leipfig were only the lit- 
tle preparatory fchools, as Mary-le-bone, Wandfor, 
&c. are to them. What you have already acquired 
will only place you in the fecond form of this new 
fchool, inftead of the firft. But if you intend, as 

I fuppofe 
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J fuppofo you do, ta get into tfa^ ihell, you havt 
very difFere<»t thing$ to Icara from Latin aod Greek ; 
and which requixe nutch snore iag^ity and atten- 
lion^ thw thofe twa dead lai3gaage& : die language 
Qfpure a]»d limple nature: the language of nature 
wio^iXy naodifiedy and corrupted hy paffions^ pre- 
judices,, and habits : . the languagjc of lunuhtioii., 
ud. difiimulation ; very ha; d, but very neceilary to 
decypher. Homer has not half fo many^ nor lb 
difficult dialers, a^ thfi great book of the ichool 
yqu are now going to. Ohferve therefore progre£- 
jSlvdly, md with the greeteft attcnidon, what the beft 
fchctos in the form iiumediately above you do,^ 
a^ fo Qn^ till you gst into the ihell yourfelf. 

Adieu. 
Pray tell Mr. Harte^ that I have received his let* 
tef of the Z7th May, N. S. and that I advife him 
nenrer to take the Englifh news-writejps literally, who 
mever yet inferted any one thing quite righc. I have 
both his patent and mandamus, in both which he 
is Waller, let the news-papers call him what they 
pleafe. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCXXDL 

Londoo^ Julypth^ O.S^ 1750. 

Mt dear Friend, 

\ SHQUm not deferve that appellatioa ia retum 
from you, if I did not freely and explicitly inform 
you of every corrigible defeiSk, which I may eithei; 
hear of, fufpedl, or at any time difcover in you. 
Thofe who in the common courfe oi the world will 
call themfelves your friends, ojr whom, according 
to the common notions of friendfhip, you may pof- 
$bly think fuch, will never tell you of your faults^ 
fiill lefs of your weaknefFes. But, on the contrary, 
more defirous to make you their friend, than tx> 
prove themfelves yours, they will flatter both, and, 
in truth, not be forry for cither. Interiorly, moft 
people enjoy the inferiority of their beft friends. 
The ufcful and eflcntial part of friendfhip, to you, 
is referved fingly for Mr. Hartc and myfelf; our 
gelations to you fland pure, and unfufpecSled of 
all private views. In whatever we fay to you, we 
can have no interefk but yours. We can have 
np competition, no jealoufy, no fecret envy or 
malignity. We are therefore authorized to repre- 
fent, advife, and remonflrate; and your reafon 
muft tell you that you ought to attend to^ and be- 
lieve us. 

lam 
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I am credibly informed, that there is ilill a con* 
fiderable hitch or hobble . in your enunciation ; and 
that, when you fpeakfaft, you fometinacs fpeak un- 
intelligibly. I have formerly and frequently l^d 
my thoughts before you fo fiilly upon this fubjeft, 
that I can fay nothing new upon it now. I muft 
therefore only repeat, that your whole depends upon 
it. Your trade is to fpeak well, both in public and 
in private. The manner of your fpeaking is full a^ 
important as the matter, as more people have ears to 
be tickled, than underftandings to judge. Be your 
produftions ever fo good, they will be of no ufe, if 
you fKfle and ftrangle them in their birth. The beft 
compofitions of O^relli, if ill executed, and played 
out of tune, inftead of touching, as they do when 
well performed, would only excite the indignation 
of the hearers, when murdered by an unlkilful per- 
former. But to murder your own produ(5lions, and 
that coram popuhy is a Medean cruelty^ which Horace 
abfolutely forbids. Remember of what importance 
Demofthencs, and one of the Gracchi, thought 
enunciation ; read what ilrefs Cicero and Quititilian 
lay upon it ; even the herb-women at Athens were 
correft judges of it. Oratory, with all its graces, 
that of enunciation in particular, is full as neceflary 
in our government, as it ever. was in Greece or Rome, 
No' man can make a fortune or a figure in this coun- 
try, without fpeaking, and fpeaking well, in public. 
If you will perfuade, you muft firft pleafe ; and if 
you will pleafe, you muft tunc your voice to har- 
mony, you muft articulate every fyllablc diftindlly, 

your 
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your emphafes and cadences muft be ilrongly and 
properly jnarked ; and the whole together muft be 
graceful and engaging : if you do not fpeak in that 
manner^ you had much better not fpeak at all. All 
the learning you have, or ever can have, is not worth 
one groat without it. It may be a comfort and an 
amufement to you in your clofet, but can be of no 
ufe to you in the world. Let me conjure you, there- 
fore, to make this your only objedl till you have 
abfojutely conquered it^ for that is in your power ; 
think of nothing elfe, read and fpeak for nothing 
clfe. Read aloud, though alone, and read articu- 
ktely and diftindlly, as if you were reading in pub- 
lic, and on the moft important occafion. Recite 
pieces of eloquence, declaim fcenes of tragedies 
to Mr. Harte, as if he were a numerous audience. If 
there is any particular confonant which you have a 
difficulty in articulating, as I think you had with 
the i2, utter it millions and millions of times, till 
you have uttered it right. Never fpeak quick, till 
you have firft learned to fpeak well. In Ihort, lay 
alide every book, and every thought, that does not 
direcftly tend to this great objeft, abfolutely decifivc 
of your future fortune and figure. 

The next thing neceiTary in your deflination is . 
writing correftly, elegantly, and in a good hand 
too ; in which three particulafs, I am forry to tell 
you, that you hitherto fail. Your hand-writing is a 
very bad one, and would make a fcurvy figure in an 
office-book of letters, or even in a lady's pocket-book. . 
But that fault is eafily cured by care, fince every man . 

who 
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who has the ufc of his eyes and of hi$ right han^^ 

As to the corredlnefs and elegancy of your writing, 
attention to grammar does the one, and to the beft 
authors the other. In your letter to me of the 27th 
June, N. S. you omitted the date of the place, fo 
that I only conjetSlured from the contents that you 
were at Rome. 

Thus I have, with the truth and freedom of the 
tendereft affe<Slion, told you all your defcfts, at 
leaft all that I know or have heard of. Thank God, 
they are all very curable ; they muft be cured, and 
I am fure you will cure them. That once done, 
nothing remains for you to acquire^ or for me to 
wilh you, but the turn, the manners, the addrefs, 
and the graces y of the polite world ; which experience, 
obfervation, and good company, will infenlibly give 
you. Few people at your age have read, feen, and 
known fo much as you have ; and confequcndy few 
are fo near as yourfelf to what I call perfedlion, by 
which I only mean, being very near as well as the 
beft. Far, therefore, from being difcouraged by 
what you ftill want, what yoii already have Ihould 
encourage you to attempt, and convince you that by 
attempting you will inevitably obtain it. The dif- 
ficulties which you have furmounted were much 
greater than any you have now to encounter. Till 
very lately, your way has been only through thorns 
and briars ; the few that now remain are mixed witli 
rofcs, Pleafure is now the principal remaining part 

of 
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•f your education. It will foften and polifh your 
manners ; it will make you purfuc and at laft over- 
take the Graces. Pkafure is neccflarily reciprocal ; 
ao one feels who does not at the fame time ^ive it. 
To be pleafed, one muft pleafe. What pleafes you 
in others, will in general pleafe them in you. Paris 
is indiiputably the feat of the Graces ; they will even 
court you, if you are not too coy. Frequent and 
obferve the bcft ciMupanies there, and you will foon 
be naturalized among them ; you will foon find how 
particularly attentive they are to the correftnefs and 
. elegancy of their language, and to the graces of 
their enunciation ; they would even call the under- 
ftanding of a nian in queftion, who Ihould negledt, 
or not know the infinite advantages arifing from 
them. Narrer, reciter^ declamer bien, are ferious 
ftudies among them, and well deferve to be fo every 
where. The converfations, even among the women, 
frequently turn upon the elegancies, and minuteft 
delicacies of the French language. An enjouement, 
a gallant turn, prevails in all their companies, to 
women, with whom they neither are, nor pretend 
to be in love ; but Ihould you (as may very pof-* 
fibly happen) fall really in love there with fome 
woman of fafiiion and fenfe (for I do not fuppofe 
you capable of falling in love with a ftrumpet), and 
that your rival, without half your parts or knowledge, 
Ihould get the better of you, merely by dint of 
manners, enjoumeni^ badinage, &c. how would you 
regret not having fufficiently attended to thefe ac-. 
complifhments, which you defpifed as fuperficial and! 

trifling. 
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trifling, but which you would then find of real <ion- 
fequence in the courfe of the world ! And men, as 
well as women, are taken by thefe external graces* 
Shut up your books then now as a buiinefs, and 
open them only as a pleafure : but let the great book 
of the World be your ferious ftudy ; read it over 
and over, get It by hearty adopt its fiyle, and make 
it your own. 

When I caft up your account as it now ftands, I 
rejoice to fee the balance fo much in your favour 3 
and that the items per contra are fo few, and of fuch 
a nature, that they maybe very eafily cancelled. By 
way of debtor and creditor, it ftands thus : 
Creditor, By French. Debtor, To Englilh. 

German. Enunciation. 

Italian. j Manners. 

Latin. 
Greek. 
Logic. 
Ethics. 
Hiftory. 
/-Naturae. 
Jus< Gentium. 
V Publicum. 
This, my dear friend, is a very true account, 
and a very encouraging one for you. A man who 
owes fo litde can clear it off in a very litde time, 
and, if he is a prudent man, will ; whereas a man, 
who by long negligence owes a great deal, defpairs 
of ever being able to pay ; and therefore never looks 
ifito his accounts at all. 

When 
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When you go to Genoa, pray obfcrve caredilly 
all the fimnrons of it, and view them with fomebody 
who can tell you all the fituations and operations 
of the Auftrian army, during the famous liege, if 
it deferves to be called one; for in reality the 
town never was befieged, nor had the Auftriaris 
any one thing neceilary for a liege. If Marquis 
Centurioni, who was lall winter in England, Ihould 
happen to be tliere, go to him with my coihpli- 
ments> and he will fhow you all imaginable ci- 
vilities. 

I could have fent you fome letters to Florence, 
but that I knew Mr. Mann would be of more ufe to 
you than all of them. Pray make him my compli- 
ments. Cultivate your Italian, while you are at 
Florence, where it is fpoken in its utmoft purity, 
but ill pronounced. 

Pray fave me the feed of fome of the beft melons 
you eat, and put it up dry in paper. You need not 
fend it me; but Mr. Harte will bring it in his 
pocket when he comes over. I Ihould likewife be 
glad of fome cuttings of the beft figs, efpecially il 
Fuo gentile, and the Malthefe ; but as this is not the 
feafon for them, Mr. Mann will, I dare fay, under- 
take tliat commillion, and fend them to me at die 
proper time by Leghorn. Adieu. Endeavour to 
pleafe others, and divert yourfelf as much as ever 
you can, in bonnet e et gal ant bomme. 

P. S. I fend you the enclofed to deliver to Lord 
Rochford, up#n your arrival at Turin. 

Vol. hi. E LETTER 
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LETTER CCXXX. 

London, Aug. 6th, O. S. 1750. 
My dear Friend, 

olNCE your letter from Sienna, which gave me a 
very imperfe<5l account both of your illnefs and your 
recovery, I have not received one word either from 
you or Mr. Harte. I impute this to the careleflhefs 
of the poft fingly ; and the great diftance between 
us, at prefent, expofes our letters to thofe accidents. 
But, when you come to Paris, from whence the let- 
ters arrive here very regularly, I Ihall infift upon 
your writing to me conftantly once a week ; and 
that upon the fame day, for iuftance, every Thurf- 
day, that I may know by what mail to expeft your 
letter. I Ihall alfo require you to be more minute in 
your account of yourfelf than you have hitherto been, 
or than I have required ; becaufe of the informations 
which I have received from time to time from Mr. 
Harte. At Paris you will be out of your time, and 
muft fet up for yourfelf; it is then that I Ihall be- 
very folicitous to know how you carry on your bufi- 
nefs. While Mr. Harte was your partner, the care 
was his Ihare, and the profit yours. But at Paris, if 
you will have the latter, you muft take the former 
along with it. It will be quite a new world to you ; 
rery different from the little world that you have 

hitherto 
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hitherto feen ; and you will have much more to do 
in it. You muft keep your little accounts conftantly 
every morning, if you would not have themnm into 
confufion, and fwell to a bulk that would frighten 
you from ever looking into them at all. You muft 
allow fome time for learning what you do not know, 
and fome for keeping what you do know : and you 
muft leave a great deal of time for your pleafures ; 
which (I repeat it again) are now become the moft 
neceflary part of your education. It is by converfa- 
tions, dinners, fuppers, entertainments, &?r. in the 
beft companies, that you muft be formed for the 
world. Les manieres. Us agremns^ Us graces^ cannot 
be learned by theory ; they are only to be got by ufe 
among thofe who have them ; and they are now the 
main objeft of your life, as they are neceflary fteps 
to your fortune, A man of the beft parts and the 
greateft learning, if he does not know the World by 
his*own experience and obfen^ation, will be very ab- 
furd ; and confequently very unwelcome in company. 
He may fay very good things : but they will proba- 
bly be fo ill-timed, mifplaced, or improperly ad- 
drefled, that he had much better hold his tongue. 
Full of his own matter, and uninformed of, or inat- 
tentive to, the particular circumftances and fituations 
of the company, he vents it indifcriminately : he puts 
fome people out of countenance ; he Ihocks others \ 
and frightens all, who dread what may come out 
next. The moft general rule that I can give you for 
the World, and which your experience will convince 

E ^ yon 
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you of the truth of, is, Never to give the tone to the 
company, but to take it from them ; and to labour 
more to put them in conceit with themfelves, than 
to make them Admire you. Thofe whom you can 
make like themfelves better, will, I promife you, like 
you very well. 

A Syftehi-monger, who, without knowing any 
thing of the World by experience, has formed a fyf- 
tem of it in his dufty cell, lays it down, for example, 
that (from the general nature of mankind) flattery is 
pleafing. He will therefore flatter. But how ? Why, 
indifcrimiMately. And, inftead of repairing and 
heightening the piece judicioufly, with foft colours 
and a delicate pencil ; with a coarfe brufli, and a. 
great deal of white- walh, he daubs and befmears the 
piece he means to adorn. His flattery offends even 
his patron ; and is almoft too grofs for his miftrefs. 
A Man of the World knows tlie force of flattery as 
well as he does ; but then he kno\\s how, when, and 
where, to give it ; he proportions his dofe to the 
confliitution of the^patient. He flatters by applica- 
tion, by inference, by comparifon, by hint; and 
feldom diredlly. In the courfe of the world there is 
the fame difference, in every thing, between fyftem 
and pra6tice. 

I long to have you at Paris, which is to be your 
great fchool ; you will be then in a manner within 
reach of me. 

Tell me, are you perfectly recovered, or do you 
ftlU find any remaining complaint upon your lungs ? 

Your 
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Your diet fliould be cooling, and at the fame time 
nouriihing. Milks of all kinds are proper for you ; 
wines of all kinds bad. A great deal of gentle, and 
no violent exercife, is good for you. Adieu. Gratia, 
Fama, Valeiudo, contingat abunde ! 




LETTER CCXXXL 



London, Oft. 22d, O. S. 1750. 

My dear Friend, 

X HIS letter will, I am pcrfuaded, find you, and 
I hope fafely, arrived at Montpellier : from whence 
I truft that Mr. Harte's indifpolition will, by being 
totally removed, allow you to get to Paris before 
Chriftmas. You will there find two people, who, 
though both Englifh, I recommend in the ftrongeft 
manner poflible to your attention ; and advifc you to 
form the mofl intimate connexions with them both, 
in their different ways. The one is a man whom you 
already know fomething of, but not near enough : it 
is the Earl of Huntingdon ; who, next to you, is tlie 
truefl: objeft of my affcdlion and efteem ; and who 
(I am proud to fay it) calls me, and conliders 'ne as 
his adopted father. His parts are as quick, as his 
knowledge is extcnfive ; and if quality were wortli 
E 3 putting 
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putting into an account, where every other item is 
fo much more valuable, his is the firft almoft in this 
country : the figure he will make, foon after he 
returns to it, will, if I am not more miftaken than 
ever I was in my life, equal his birth and my hopes. 
Such a connexion will be of infinite advantage to 
you; and I can affure you that he is extremely 
difpofed to form it upon my account, and will, I 
hope and believe, defire to improve and cement it 
upon your own. 

In our parliamentary government, connexions are 
abfolutely neceflary ; and, if prudently formed, and 
ably maintained, the fuccefs of them is infallible. 
There are two forts of connexions, which I would 
always advife you to have in view. The firft I will 
call equal ones ; by which I mean thofe, where the 
two connedling parties reciprocally find their ac- 
count, from pretty near an equal degree of parts and 
abilities. In thofe there muft be a freer communi-^ 
cation ; each muft fee that the other is able, and be 
convinced that he is willing, to be of ufe to him. 
Honour muft be the principle of fuch connexions ; 
and there muft be a mutual dependance, that prefent 
and feparate intereft fhall not be able to break them. 
There muft be a joint fyftem of adlion ; and, in cafe 
of diff'erent opinions, each muft recede a little, in 
order at 1aft to form an unanimous one. Such, I 
hope, will be your connexion with Lord Hunting- 
don, You will both come into Parliament at the 
fame time ; and if you have an equal ftiare of abili* 

ties 
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tics and application, you and he, with other young 
people, whom you will naturally aflbciate, may form 
a band which will be refpcdted by any Adminiftra- 
tion, and make a figure in the public. The other 
fort of connexions I call unequal ones; that is, 
where the parts are all on one fide, and tlie rank and 
fortune on the other. Here, the advantage is all on 
one fide ; but that advantage muft be ably and art- 
fully concealed. Complaifante, an engaging man- 
ner, and a patient toleration of certain airs of fupe- 
riority, mufl: cement them. The weaker party muft 
be taken by the heart, his head giving no hold ; and 
he muft be governed, by being made to believe that 
he governs. Thefe people, Ikilfully led, give great 
weight to their leader. I have formerly pointed out 
to you a couple that I take to be proper obje6ls for 
your Ikill : and you will meet with twenty more, for 
they are very rife. 

The other petfon, whom I recommend to you, is 
a woman ; not as a woman, for that is not immedi- 
ately my bufinefs ; befides, I fear Ihe is turned of 
fifty. It is Lady Hervey, whom I direfted you to 
call upon at Dijon ; but who, to my great joy, becaufe 
to your great advantage, paflTes all this winter at Paris. 
She has been bred all her life at Courts ; of which 
Ihe has acquired all the cafy good-breeding, and 
politenefs, without the frivoloufnefs. She has all the 
reading that a woman Ihould have ; and more than 
any woman need have ; for Ihe underftands Latin 

E 4 perfeftljr 
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perfectly weir, though flie wifely conceals it. As flie 
will look upon you as her fon, I defire that you will 
look upon her as my delegate : truft, confult, and 
apply to her without referve. No woman ever had, 
more than fhe has, le ton de la parfaitement bonne com^ 
pagnie^ ks manieres engageantes, et le je ne fgdis quoi 
qui plait. Defire her to reprove and correft any, 
and every, the leaft error and inaccuracy in your 
manner, air, addrefs, &fr. No woman in Europe 
can do it fo well ; none will do it more willingly, or 
Jn a more proper and obliging manner. In fuch a 
cafe, Ihe will not put you out of countenance, by 
telling you of it in company ; but either intimate it 
by fome fign, or wait for an opportunity when you 
are alone together. She is alfo in the beft French 
company, where Ihe will not only introduce, but 
puff you, if I may ufe fo low a word. And I can 
affure you, that it. is no litrie help, in the beau monde, 
to be puffed there by a faftiionable woman. I fend 
you the enclofed billet to carry her only as a certifi- 
cate of the identity of your perfon, which I take it 
for granted (he could not know again. 

You would be fo much furprifed to receive a 
whole letter from me, without any mention of the 
exterior ornaments neceffary for a Gentleman, as 
manners, elocution, air, addrefs, graqes, 6?^. that, 
to comply ^ith your expeftations, I will touch upoq 
them ; and tell you, that, when you come to Eng- 
J^nd^ I will lliow you fome people, whom I dp not 

now 
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now care to name^ raifcd to the higheft ftations fingly 
by thofe exterior and adventitious ornaments ; whofe 
parts would never have entitled them to the fmallcft 
office in the excife. Are they then neceflary, and » 
worth acquiring, or not ? You will fee many in- 
ftances of this kind at Paris, particularly a glaring 
one, of a perfon * raifed to the higheft pofls and 
dignities m France, as well as to be abfolute fovc- 
Tcign of the beau monde, fingly by the graces of his 
perfon and addrefs ; by woman's chit-chat, accom- 
panied with important geftures ; by an impofing air, 
and pleafing abord. Nay, by thefe helps, he even 
pafles for a wit, though he hath certainly no uncom- 
mon fhare of it. I will not name him, becaufe it 
would be very imprudent in you tp do it. A young , 
fellow at hi^ firft entrance into the beau Monde muft 
not offend the king defaBo there. It is very often 
more neceffary to conceal contempt than refentment, 
the former being never forgiven, but the latter fome- 
times forgot. 

There is a fmall quarto book, intitled Hiftoire 
Chronologique de la France^ lately publifhed by le Pre- 
fident H6nault ; a man of parts and learning, with 
whom you will probably get acquainted at Paris. I 
defire that it may always lie upon your table, for 
your recourfe as often as you read hiftory. The 
chronology, though chiefly relative to the hiftory 

* Mr. Ic Mar^chal dc Richelieu, 
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of France, is not fingly confined to it ; but the moft 
interefting events of all the reft of Europe are alfo 
inferted, and many of them adorned by fhort, pretty, 
and juft refledtions. The new edition o£Us Memoires 
de Sully ^ in tliree quarto volumes, is alfo extremely 
well worth your reading, as it will give you a clearer 
and truer notion of one of the moft interefting pe- 
riods of the French hiftory, than you can yet have 
formed from all the other books you may have read 
upon the fubjeft. That Prince, I mean Henry the 
Fourth, had all the accomplifliments and virtues of 
a Hero, and of a King ; and almoft of a Man. The 
laft are the moft rarely feen. May you poflefs them 
all ! Adieu. 

Pray make my compliments to Mr, Harte ; and 
let him know that I have this moment received his 
letter of the 12th, N. S. from Antibes. It re- 
quires no immediate anfwer ; I Ihall therefore 
delay mine till I have another from him. Give 
him the enclofed, which I have received from 
Mr. Elliot. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCXXXIL 

London, November ift, O. S. 1750. 

My dear Friend, 

I HOPE this letter will not find you ftill at Mont- 
pellier, but rather be fent after yoii from thence to 
Paris, where, I am perfuaded, that Mr. Hartc 
could find as good advice for his leg as at Montpel* 
lier, if not better; but, if he is of a different opinion, 
I am fure you ought to flay there as long as hc^ de«» 
fires. 

While you are in France, I could wifh that the 
hours you allot for hiftorical amufement fhould be 
intirely devoted to the hiftory of France. One al- 
ways reads hiftory to moft advantage in that country 
to which it is relative ; not only books, but perfons 
being ever at hand, to folve doubts and clear up dif- 
ficulties. I do by no means advife you to throw 
away your time in ranfacking, like a dull Antiqua- 
rian, the minute and unimportant parts of remote 
and fabulous times. Let blockheads read what 
blockheads wrote. A general notion of the hiflory 
of France, from the conqueft of that country by the 
Franks, to the reign of Lewis the Xlth, is fufficient 
for ufe, confequently fufficient for you. There are, 
however, in thofe remote times, fome remarkable 
acms, that deferve more particular attention ; I mean, 
thofe in which fome notable alterations happened in 
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the conftitution and form of government. As, for 
example, the fettlement of Clovis in Gaul, and the 
form of government which he then eftablifhed ; for, 
by the way, that form of government differed in this 
particular from all the other Gothic governments, 
that the people had not, either colleAively or by re- 
prefentatives, any Ihare in it. It was a mixture of 
monarchy and ariftocracy ; and what were called the 
States General of France confifted only of the 
Nobility and Clergy, till the time of PhiHp le Bel, 
in the very beginning of the fourteenth century; 
who firft called the people to thofe aflemblies, by no 
means for the good of the people, who were only 
amufed by this pretended honour ; but, in truth, 
to check the Nobility and Clergy, and induce them 
to grant the money he wanted for his profufion ; this 
was a fcheme of Enguerrand de Marigny his miniiVer, 
who governed both him and his kingdom to fuch a 
degree, as to be called the coadjutor and governor 
of the kingdom, Charles Martel laid afide thcfe 
aflemblies, and governed by open force. Pepin re- 
fiored them, and attached them to him, and with 
them the nation ; by which means he depofed Chil- 
d^ric, and mounted the throne. This is a fecond 
period worth your attention. The third race of 
Kings, which begins with Hugues Capet, is a third 
period. A judicious reader of hiftory will fave him- 
felf a great deal of time and trouble, by attending 
with care only to thofe interefting periods of hiftory, 
which furnifh remarkable events, and make aeras ; 
going flightly over the commpn run of events. Sonie 

people 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1*0 HIS SON. 6l 

people read hiftory, as others read the Pilgrim's 
Progrefs ; giving equal attention to, and indif- 
criminately loading their memories with every part 
alike. But I would have you read it in a different 
manner : take the Ihorteft general hiftory you can 
find of every country ; and mark down in that hiftory 
the moft important periods, fuch as conquefts, 
changes of Kings, and alterations of the form of 
government ; and then have recourfe to more exten- 
live hiftories, or particular treatifes, relative to thefe 
great points. Cpniider them well, trace up their 
caufes, and follow their confequences. For infbince, 
there is a moft excellent, though very ihort hiftory 
of France, by Lc Gender, Bead that with attention, 
and you will know enough of the general hiftory ; 
but when you find there fuch remarkable periods as 
are above mentioned, confult Mczeray, and other 
the beft and minuteft hiftorians, as well as pcditical 
treatifes upon thofe fubjeAs. In later times, Me- 
Inoirs, from thofe of Philip de Commines, down to 
' the innumerable ones in the reign of Lewis the 
XlVth, have been of great ufe, and thrown great 
light upon particular parts of hiftory. 

Converfation in France, if you have the addrefs 
and dexterity to turn it upon ufcftil fubjedls, will 
exceedingly improve your hiftorical knowledge ; for 
people there, however claflically ignorant they may 
be, think it a fhame to be ignorant of the hiftory of 
their own country : they read that if they read no- 
thing elfe, and, having often read nothing clfe, are 
proud of having read that, and talk of it willingly ; 

even 
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even the Women are weU inllru<ftcd in that fort of 
reading. I am far from meaning by this^ that you 
Ihould always be talking, wifely, in company, of 
books^ hiftory, and matters of knowledge. There 
are many companies which you will, and ought to 
keep^ where foch converfations would be mifplaced 
and ill-timed ; your own good fenfe mull diitinguiih 
the company, and the time< You muft trifle with 
triflers ; and be ferious only with the ferious, but 
dance to thofe who pipe. Cur in tbeatrum Cato fever e 
ventfti ? was juilly faid to an old man : how much 
more fo would it be to one of your age ? From the 
moment that you are dreil^ and go out, pocket all 
your knowledge with your watch, and never pull it 
out in company \mlefs delired : the producing of tlic 
one imalked, implies that you are weary of the com- 
pany ; and the producing of the other unrequired, 
will make the company weary of you. Company 
is a republic too jealous of its liberties, to fuffer a 
dictator even for a quarter of an hour ; and yet in 
that, as in all republics, there are fome few who 
really govern ; but then it is by feeming to difclaim, 
inftead of attempting to ufurp the power : that is 
the occafion in which manners, dexterity, addrefs^ 
and the undefineable/V ne feats quoi triumph ; if 
properly exerted, tlieir conqueft is fure, and the 
more lafting for not being perceived. Remember, 
that this is not only your firft and greateft, but 
ought to be almoft your only obje6t, while you are 
in France. 

I know 
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I know that many of your countrymen are apt to 
call the freedom a^id vivacity of the French, petu- 
lancy and ill-breeding ; but, fhould you think fo, I 
delire upon many accounts that you will not fay fo : 
I admit that it may be fo, in fomc inftanccs of petifs 
maitres itour^Sy and in fome young people unbroken 
to the world ; but I can affure you that you will find 
it much otherwife with people of a certain rank and 
age, upon whofe model you will do very well * to 
form yourfclf. We call their fteady aflurance impu- 
dence ; Why ? Only, becaufe what we call modefty 
is awkward baihfulnefs, and mawuaife bcnte. For 
my part, I fee no impudence, but, on the contrary, 
infinite utility and advantage, in prefenting one's 
felf with the fame coolnefs and unconcern, in any, 
and every company : till one can do that, I am very 
fure that one can never prefent one's felf well. 
Whatever is done imder concern and embarrafT- 
ment muft be ill done ; and, till a man is abfo- 
lutely eafy and unconcerned in every company, he 
will never be thought to have kept good company, 
nor be very welcome in it. A fteady aflurance, 
with feeming modefty, is poffibly the moft ufeful 
qualification that a man can have in every part of 
life. A man would certainly make a very confi- 
derable fortune and figure in the world, whofe mo- 
defty and timidity fhould often, as bafhfulnefs al- 
ways does, put him in the deplorable and lamentable 
Situation of the pious -/Eneas, when objlupuit^ ftete^ 

runtqia 
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runfque €onue ; et voxfatuibus bajttl Fortune (asr well 
as women) 

-^ ^bom to be controal'd. 

Stoops to the forward and the bold. 

Aflurancc and Intrepidity, under the white banner 
of feeming Modefty, clear the way for Merit, that 
would otherwife be difcouraged by difficulties in its 
journey ; whereas barefaced Impudence is the noify 
and bluftering harbinger of a worthlefs and fenfclefs 
ufurper. 

You will think that I fhall never have done recom- 
mending to you thefe fexterior worldly accomplifli- 
ments, and you will think right, for I never Ihall ; 
they are of too great confequence to you, for me to 
be indifferent or negligent about them : the Ihining 
part of your future figure and fortune depends now 
wholly upon them. Thefe are the acquifitions which 
muft give efficacy and fuccefs to thofe you have aT- 
ready made. To have it faid and believed that you 
are the moft learned man in England, would be no 
more than was faid and believed of Dr. Bentley : but 
to have it faid, at the fame time, that you are alfo 
the bcjft-bred, moft polite, and agreeable man in 
the kingdom, would be fuch a happy compofition 
of a cfiiradler, as I never yet knew any one man 
deferve; and which I will endeavour, as well as 
ardently wifh, that you may. Abfolute perfe6kion 
is, I well know, unattainable : but I know too, that 
a man of parts may be unwearicdly aiming at, and 
arrive pretty near it. Try, labour, pcrfevere. 
Adieu. 

LETTER 
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London^ Nov^ 8th, O* S* 1^50 
My t>BAR Faiend, 

Before you get to Paris^ where ydii Will fooh be 
left to your own difcfetion, if you have any, it is 
heceflfary that we Ihould uhderftahd one anothei* 
thoroughly ; which is the moft ptobable way of 
preventing dilputes. Money, the caufe of much mif*- 
chief in the world, is the caufe of moft quarrels be*^ 
tween fathers and fbiis ; the former commonly think- 
ing, that they cahnot give too little ; and the latter^ 
that they cannot have endugh 1 both equally in the 
wrong. You muft do me the juftice to aekhow^ 
ledge, that I have hitherto neither ftihted nor grudg- 
ed any expenCe that could be of ufe, or real plea- 
fure to you ; and I can aflure you, by the way,' that 
you have travelled at a much more confiderable elc*- 
pence than I did myfclf : but I never fo much aS 
thought of that, while Mr. Harte was at the head of 
your finances ; being very fure, that the fums gtant- 
ed \yere fcrupuloufly applied to the ufes for which 
they were intended. But the cafe will foon be al- 
tered, and you will be your own receiver and trea- 
furer. However, I promife you, that we will not 
quarrel lingly upon the quantum^ which fhall be 
chearfuUy and freely granted ; the application and 
Vol. in. P ap- 
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appropriation of it will be the material point, i/rhich 
I am now going to clear up, and finally fettle with 
you, I m\] fixy or e\'en name, no fettled allowance, 
though I well know in my own mind whart: would be 
the proper one; -but I will firft try your draughts, 
by which I can in a good degree judge of your con^ 
duft. This only I tell you in geaersil^r that, if the- 
channels through which my money is to go arc the 
proper ones, the fource fhall not be fcanty; but 
ihould it deviate into dirty, thuddy, and obfcure 
ones (which, by the bye, it cannot do for a week, 
without my knowing it), I give you fair and timely 
notice, that the fource will inftandy be dry. Mr. 
Harte, in eftabHfhing you at Paris, will point out 
to you thofe proper channels r he will leave you there 
upon the foot of a man of falhion^ and I will con- 
tinue yiou upon the fame ; you will have your coach, 
your valet dc chambre, your own footman, and a 
valet dc place ; which, by the way, is one fervant 
more than I had. I would have you very well dreft, 
by which I mean, dreft as the generality of people 
€f fafliion are ; that is, not to betaken notice of, 
for being either more or lefs fine than other people : 
It is by being well dreft, not finjely dreft, that s 
Gentleman ihould be diftingtfiftied. You muft fre- 
quent les fpeSlncleSy which expence I ftiall willingly 
fupply. You muft play <J des petit s jeux de iommene^ 
Jn mixed companies ; that article rs trifling ; I (hall 
^ay it chcarfuUy. All the other articles of pocket- 
money are very inconfiderable at Pari?, in compari- 
fon of what they are here ; the filly cuftom of giving 

money 
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Iftdney wherever one dines or fups, iftd the expen* 
five importunity of fubfcriptions, not being yet in-^ 
troduced there.. Having thus reckoned up all the 
decent expences of a gentleman, which I will moft 
readily defray ; I come now to thdfe which I will 
heither bear nof fupply. The fi^ft of thefe is ga- 
hiingj of which, though 1 have not the leaft reafon td 
fufpeA you, 1 think it neceflary e\^ntually to aflure 
you, that no confideration in the world fliall eVef 
make me pay your play-debts \ fliould you evef 
Urge to me that youf honour is pawned, 1 Ihould 
moft immoveably anfwer you, that it was your ho* 
hour, not mine, that was pawned ; and that youJr ere* 
ditot might e*en take the pawn for the debt. 

Low company, and low pleafures, arc always 
much more coftly than liberal and elegant ones* 
The difgraceful riots of a tavern are much more 
expenfive, as well as dilhonourable, than the fo&ie* 
times pardonable excefles in good company. I 
muft abfolutely hear of no tavern fcrapes and 
fquabbles. 

I come now to anothei' and very material point ; I 
mean women ; and I will not addrefs myfelf to you 
upon this- fubjeft, either in a religious, amord, or 
,.^ parental ftyle, I will even lay aiide my age, re- 
4nember yours, and fpeak to you, as one man of 
•pleafure, if he had parts too, would fpeak to aho* 
then 1 will by no means pay for whores, arid their 
never-failing confequences, furgeons; nor will I, 
upon any account, keep lingers, dancers^ adreffes, 
and 11^ genus mne; and, independently ^tliclex- 

Fa pence. 
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pence, I mirft tell you, that fuch connexions would 
give me, and all fenfible people, the utmoft con- 
tempt for your parts and addrefs : a young fellow 
muft have as little fenfe as addrefs, to venture, or 
more properly to facrifice his healthy and ruin his 
fortune, with fuch fort of creatures ; in fuch a place 
as Paris efpecially, where gallantry is both the pro- 
fefSon and the practice of every woman of faihion. 
To fpeak plainly; I will' not forgive your under- 
ftanding c — sandp— s; nor^will your conftitution 
forgive them you. Thefe diftempers, as well as 
their cures, fall nine times in ten upon the lungs. 
This argument, I am fure, ought to have weight 
with you; for I proteft to you, that, if you meet 
with any fuch accident, I would not give one year** 
purchafe for your life. Laftly, there is another fort 
of expence that I will not allow, only becaufe it is a. 
filly one ; I mean the fooling away your money ia 
baubles at toy-fliops. Have one handfomc fnufF- 
Jbox (if you take fnufF)^ and one handfome fword ; 
but then no more very pretty and very ufelefe 
things. 

By what goes before, you will eafily perceive, that 
1 mean to allow you whatever is neceflary, not only 
for the figure, but for the pleafures of a Gentleman, 
and not to fupply the profufion of a Rake. This, 
you mufl: confefs, does not favour of either the feve- 
rity or parfimony of old age. I confider this agree- 
ment between us, as a fubfidiary treaty on my part,, 
for fervices to be performed on yours. I promife 
you^ ib?t I will be as punAual in the payment of 
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the fubfidies^ as England has been during the laft 
war ; but then I give you notice at the fame time, 
that I require a much more fcrupulous execution of 
the treaty on your part, than we met with on that of 
our allies ; or elfe that payment will be flopped. I 
hope all that I have now faid was abfolutely unne- 
ceflary, and that fcntiments more worthy and more 
noble than pecuinary ones would of themfelves have 
pointed out to you the conduct I recommend ; but, 
in all events, I refolved to be once for all explicit 
with you, that, in the worft that can happen^ you 
may not plead ignorance, and complain that I had 
not fufficiently explained to you my intentions. 

Having mentioned the word Rake, I muft fay a 
word or two more upon that fubjeA, becaufe young 
people too frequendy, and always fatally, are apt tq 
miftake that character for that of a man of pleafure ; 
whereas, there are not in the world two characters 
more different. A rake is a compofition of all the 
lowcft, moft ignoble, degrading, and Aameful vices; 
they all confpire to difgrace his charadler, and to 
ruin his fortune ; while wine and the p — ^x contend 
which Ihall fooneft and moft eflfeiftually deftroy his 
conftitution; A diljblute, flagitious footman, or por- 
ter, makes full as good a rake as a man of the firf^ 
quality. By the bye, let me tell you, that, in the 
wild eft part of my youth, I never was a rake, but, 
on the contrary, always detefted and defpifed the 
charaiSler. 

A man of pleafure, though not alwajrs fo fcrupu- 
lous as he Ihould be, and as one day he will wiih he 

F J Iiad 
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hatd been, refines at leaft his pleafures by taftc, ac* 
Companies them with decency, and enjoys them with 
dignity. Few men can be men of pleafure, every 
!ria:n may be a rake. Remember that I fliall know 
^vety thing you fay or do at Paf is as exa6Hy as if, 
by Vhe force of magic, I could follow you every 
Whefre, like a Sylph or a Gnome, invifible myfelf, 
Seneca fays, very prettily, that one ftiould aik no-^ 
thirig'df God, but what one fliould be willing that 
tnen fh'ould know ; nor of men but wha:t one fliOuld 
be lifting that God fhould know : I advife you to 
lay or do nothing kt Paris, but what you would be 
willing that I Ihould know. I hope, nay, I believe; 
tiiaff (viirbe the cafe. Senfe, I dare fay, you do not 
Want ) inftruiftion, I am fure, you have ncvet' 
Wanted ; experience you are daily gaining ; all which 
together muft inevitably (I ihould think), make you 
both riefpe^abte et aimable, the perfection of a human 
charafter. In that cafe, nothing Ihall be wanting on 
iny^'part, and you ihall folidly experience all the ex- 
tent ahd'tendernefs of my afFecftion for you; but 
dread the re verfe of both ! Adieu. 

V, S. When you get to Paris, after you have been 
t6 Wilt '^n 'Lord Albemarle^ go to fee Mr. Yorke^ 
tvh6m I have particular reafbns for defiring that you 
Jhouid be well with, as 1 fhall hereafter explain to 
you. * Let him know that 'my orders, and your own 
tndlihations, coflfpired to (nake you defire his friend-* 
fhip a^d prote(5lion, 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCXXXIV. 

My pear FaiENB, 

I HAV^i feBt you fo many preparatory ktters for 
Paris, that tliis, which will meet you there, Ihall 
only be a lummary -of them all. 

You have hitherto had more liberty than anybody 
of your age ever had ; and I muft do you thejuflice 
to OW1I9 that you hare made a better ufe of it than 
moft people of your age would have done ; but then, 
though yoa had not a jailer, you had a friend with 
you. At Paris, you will not only be unconfined, 
but uoallifted. Your own good fenfe muft be your 
only guide ; I have great coniklence in it, and am 
convinced that I ihall receive juft fuch accounts of 
your condu<% at Paris as I could wife ; fori tell you 
beforehand, that I ihall be moft minutely informed of 
all that you do, and almoft of all that you fay there. 
Enjoy the pleafures of youth, you cannot do better,;, 
but refine and dignify them like a man of parts : I^f 
them raife and not fink, let them adorn anclnot 
vilify, your characEler ; let them, in ihort, be* the 
pleafures of a Gentleman, and taken with your eqtuds 
at leaft, but rather with your fuperiors, and thofe 
chiefly French. 

Inquire into the charafters of the feveral Acade«- 
micians, before you form a connexion with any of 
them ; and be moft upon your guard againft thofe 
who make the nioi^ court to yoti, 

F 4 You 
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You cannot ftudy much in the academy r but yoq 
may ftudy ufefully there, if you are an oeconomift of 
your time, and beftow only upon good books thofe 
-quarters and halves of houj^s which occur to every 
body in the courfe of almoft every day ; and which^ 
at the year's end, amount to a very confidcrable (um 
of time. Let Gre^k, without fail, fhare fome part 
of every day : I do not mean the Greek poets, the 
catches of Anacreon,- or the tender complaints q( 
Theocritus, er even the porter-like language of Ho- 
mer's Heroes ; of whom all fmatterers in Greek know' 
^little, quote often, and talk of always ; but I mean 
Plato, Ariftoteles, Demofthenes, and Thucydides, 
whom none but adepts know. It is Greek that muft 
diftinguifh you in the learned world, Latin alone will 
not. And Greek muft be fought to be retained, for 
it never occurs like Latin. When you read hiftory, 
or other books of afnufement, let every language you 
are mafter of have its turn, fo that you may not only 
rjstain, but improve in every one. I alfo defire that 
you will converfe in German and Italian, with all the 
Germans and the Italians with whom you converfe at 
alL This will be a very agreeable and flattering thing 
to them, and a very ufeful one to you. 

Pray apply yourfelf diligently to your cxercifes ; 
•for though the doing them well is not fupremely me- 
ritorious, the doing them ill is illiberal, vulgar, and 
r-idiculous. 

I recommend theatrical reprefcntations to youj 
which are excellent at Paris. The tragedies of Cor- 
peillc and Racine, and the comedies of Molierej^welt 

attended 
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attended to, are admirable leflbns, both for the heart 
and the head. There is not, nor ever was, any theatre 
comparable to the French. If the mufic of the French 
operas do not pleafe your Italian ear, the words of 
liiem, at leaft, are fenfe and poetry, which is much 
more than I can fay of any Italian opera that I ever 
lead or heard in my life. 

I fend you the enclofed letter of recommendation 
' to Marquis Matignon, which I would have you de- 
liver to him as foon as you can : you will, I am fure, 
feel the good effects of his warm friendlhip for me, 
atid liord Bolingbroke ; who has alfo wrote tp him 
upon your fubjeft. By that, and by the other letters 
which I have fent you, you will be at once fo tho* 
roughly introduced into the beft French company, 
that you muft take fome pains if you will keep bad ; 
but that is what I do not fufpeft you of. You have, 
I am fure, too much right ambition - to prefer low 
and difgraceful company, to that of your fuperiors, 
both in rank and age. Your character, and con- 
lequently your fortune, abfolutely depends upon the 
company you keep, and the turn you take at Parii. 
I do not, in the leaft, mean a grave turn ; on the 
contrary, a gay, a fprightly, but, at the fame time, 
an elegant and liberal one. 

Keep^carefuUy out of all fcrapes and quarrels. 
They lower a charafter extremely ; and are particu* 
larly dangerous in France ; where a man is diflio- 
HQured by not refetitiog an afiront, and utterly ruined 
by refenting it. The young Frenchmen are hafty, 
giddy, and petulant; extremely national, and ffoan-- 
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iaget^. ' Forbear from arty national jokes or reflec- 
tions, which are always improper, and conunonly 
unjuft. The colder northern nations generally look 
upon France, as a whiftling, finging, dancing, fri- 
volous nation : this notion is very far from being a 
true one; though maary petiis matures by their beha- 
viour feem to juftify it ; but thofe very petits maiires^ 
when mellowed by age and experie;ice, very often 
turn out very able men. The number of great Ge- 
nerals and Statefmen, as well as excellent Authors^ 
that France has produced, is an undeniable proofs 
that it is not that frivolous, imthinking, empty na* 
tion that northern prejudices fuppofe it. Seem to like 
and approve of every thing at firft ; and I promife 
you^ that you will like and approve of nuny things 
afterwards. 

I expedi that you will write to me conftantly,'onco 
every week, which I defire may be every Thurfday : 
and that your letters may inform me of your perfonal 
tro^nfacSiions , not of what you fee^ but of whom you 
fee, and what you do. 

Be your own monitor^ now that you will have na 
other. As to enunciation, I muft repeat it to you 
again and again, that there is nb one thing fo necef^ 
fary ; all other talents, without that, are abfolutely 
ufelefs, except in your own clofet. 

It founds ridiculoufly to bid you ftudy with your 
dancing mailer ; and yet I do. The bodily carriage 
and graces are of infinite confequence to every body, 
and more particularly to you. 

A4iw for this time, my dciar child. Yours tenderiy. 

LETTER 
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LcMidon, November lath, O. S. 1750,' 

My dear Friend, 

You will poffibly think, that this letter turns 
upon ftrange, litde trifling objeAs : and you will 
think right, if you confidcr them Separately : but, if 
you take them aggregately, you will be convinced, 
that ' as parts, which confpire to form that whole; 
called the c3rtcrior of a man rf fafhion, th^y are of 
importancet I ihall not dwell now upon thofe per* 
fonal graces, that liberal air, and that engaging ad* 
dreis, which I have fo often recommended to you ; 
imt defcend ftill lower, to your drefs, cleanlinefs^ 
and care of your perfon. 

When you come to Paris, you muft take care to 
be extrcnjely well dreft ; that is, as the fafhionable 
people are : this does by no means coniiil in the 
fnery, but in the tafte, fitnefs, and manner of 
wearing yom dorhes ; a fine fuit ill-made,- and flat* ' 
temly, or Itifly worn, far from adorning, only ex- 
pofes the awkwardhefs of the wearer. Get the beft 
French taylor to make your clothes, whatever they 
are, in the &fhion, and to fit yon : and then wear 
them, button them, or unlMitton them, as the gen* 
teeleft people you fee do. Let your man learn g£ the 
heA frifiur to do your hair well, for that is a very 
material' part of your dids. TalK care to have your 
4 iJ;ockingt 
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ftockings well gartered up, and your flioes well 
buckled ; for nothing gives a more flovenly air to a 
man than ill-drefled legs. In your perfon you muft 
be accurately clean ; and your teeth, hands, and 
nails, Ihould be fuperlatively fo : a dirty mouth has 
real ill confequences to the owner, for it infallibly 
caufes the decay, as well as the intolerable pain of 
the teeth; and it is very ofFenfive to his acquaintance, 
for it will moft inevitably ftink. I infift therefore, 
that you wafti your teeth the firft thing you do every 
morning, with a foft fpunge and warm water, for 
four or five minutes ; and then waih your mouth five 
or fix timesr. Moutun^ whom I defire you will fend 
for upon your arrival at Paris, will give you an opiate^ . 
and a liquor to be ufed fometimes. Nothing lo(^s 
more ordinary, vulgar, and illiberal, than dirty 
hands, and ugly, uneven, and ragged nails: I do 
not fufpeft you of that ftiocking, awkward trick, of 
biting yours ; but that is not enough : you muft 
keep the ends of them fmooth and clean ^ not tipped 
with black, as the ordinary people's always are. The 
ends of your nails ftiould be fmall fegments of circled, 
which, by a very little care in the cutting, they arc 
very eafily brought to ; every time that you wipe 
your hands, rub the Ikin round your nails back- 
wards, that it may not grow up and fhorten your 
nails too much. The cleanlincfs of the reft of your 
perfon, which by the way will conduce greatly to 
your health, I refer from time to time to the bagnio. 
My mentioning thefe particulars arifes (I freely own) 
from ibme fufpicion that tho hints are not unnecef-* 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



TO HIS SON. 77 

Xary; for, when you was a fchool-boy, you were 
ilovenly and dirty, above your fellows. I muft add 
another caution, which is,'tliat, upon no account 
whatever, you put your fingers, as too many people 
are apt to do, in your nofe or ears. It is the mofk 
Ihocking, naft^, vulgar rudenefs, that can be 
offered to company ; it dilgufts one, it turns one^s 
ftomach; and, for my own part, I would much 
rather know that a man's fingers were aftually in his 
breech, than fee them in his nofe. Walh your ears 
well every morning, and blow your nofe in your 
handkerchief whenever you have occafion ; but, by 
the way, without looking at it afterwards. There 
ihould be in the leaft, as well as in the greateft part 
of a Gentleman, les manieres nobles. Senfe will teach 
you fome, obfervation others : attend carefully to 
the manners, thedicftion, the motions, of people of 
the firft falhion, and form your own upon them. 
On the other hand, obferve a litde thoft of the 
vulgar, in order to avoid them : for though the 
things which they fay or do may be the fame, the 
Oianner is always totally different ; and in that, and 
nothing elfe, confifts the charadlereftic of a man of 
falhion. The lowefl peafant fpeaks, moves, drefTes, 
^ats, and drinks, as much as a man of the firft falhion; 
but does them all quite differently ; fo that by doing 
and faying moft things in a manner oppofite to that 
of the vulgar, you have a great chance of doing and 
ikying them right. There are gradations in awk- 
wardnefs and vulgarifm, as there are in every thing 
clfe^ Les manieres de Roke, though not quite right, 

arc 
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are ftiU better than les manieres Bourgeoifes; aftd 
thefe, though bad, are ftill better than les Manieres 
de Campagne. But the language, the air, the drefs, 
iahd the manners of the Court, are the only true 
ftandard des manieres nobles ^ et ffun honnite homme. Ex 
pede Herculem is an old and true faying, and very ap- 
plicable to our prefent fubjeft ; for a man of parts, 
who has been bred at Courts, and ufed to keep the 
beft company, will diftinguifh himfelf, and is to be 
known from the vulgar, by every word, attitude, 
gefture, and even look. I cannot leave thefe fceming 
minuties^ without repeating to you the neceffity of 
your carving well ; which is an article, little as it is, 
that is ufeful twice every day of one's life ; and the 
doing it ill is very troublefome to one*s felf, and 
very difagreeable, often ridiculous, to others* 

Having faid all this, I cannot help reflefting, 

what a formal dull fellow, or a cloiftered pedant, 

would fay, if they were to fee this letter; they would 

look upon it with the utmoft contempt, and fay, 

that furely a father might find much better topics for 

advice to a fon. I would admit it, if I had given 

you, or that you were capable of receiving, no 

better ; but if fufficient pains have been taken to 

.form your heart and improve your mind, and, as I 

hope, not without fuccefs, I will tell thofe fdid 

Gentlemen, that all thefe trifling things, as they 

think them, coUedlively form that pleafing je ne 

J^ais qwA^ that enfembUy which they are utter ftran- 

gers to both in themfelves and others. The word 

'aimabk is hot known in their language, or the thing 
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m their manners. Great ufage of the world, great 
attention^ and a great delire of pleaiingp can alone 
give it ; and it is no trifle. It is from old people's 
looking upon thefe things as trifles, or not thinking 
of them at all, that fo many young people are fo 
awkward, and fo ill-bred. Their parents^ often 
carelefs and unmindful of them, give them only the 
common run of education, as fchool, univerflty, and 
then travelling ; without examining, and very often 
without being able to judge, if they did examine, 
what progrefs they make in any one of thefe ftagcs. 
Then, they careleflly comfort themfelves, and lay, 
that their fons will do like other people's fons ; and 
fo they do, that is commonly very ill. TTiey cor- 
reft none of the childifli nafty tricks, which they 
get at fchool ; nor the illiberal manners which they 
contraft at the univerflty ; nor the frivolous and fu- 
perficial pertncfs, which is commonly all that they 
acquire by their travels. Ajs they do not tell them 
of thefe things, nobody elfe can ; fo they go on in 
the praftice of them, without ever hearing, or 
knowing, that they are unbecoming, indecent, and 
ihocking. For, as I have often formerly obferved 
to you, nobody but a father can take the liberty to 
reprove a young fellow grown up, for thofe kind of 
inaccuracies and improprieties of behaviour. The 
moft intimate friendihip, undlifled by the paternal 
fuperiority, will not authorize it. I may truly iay, 
therefore, that you are happy in having me for a fin- 
cere, friendly, and quick-jfighted monitor. Nothing 
'mail efcape me : I fhall pry for your defers, in order 

t» 
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to correA them, a» curiouily as I fhall feek fdr yotif 
perfediions, ii\ order to applaud and reward them } 
with this diiFerence only, that I ihall publicly men- 
tion the latter, and never hint at the former, but in 
a letter to, or a teie a tete with you* 1 will never put 
you out of countenance before company ; and I hope 
you will never give me reafon to be out of counte* 
nance for you, as any one of the above-mentioned 
dcfefts' would make me. Prator ntm curat dt minimi 
was a maxim in the Roman law ; for caufes only 
of a certain value were tried by him; but there 
were inferior jurifdidtions, that took cognizance of 
the fmalleft. Now I Ihall try you, not only as a 
Praetor in the greateft,' but as Cenfor in Itffcr, and 
as the loweft magiftrate in the leaft cafes. 

I have this moment received Mr. Harte^s letter o( 
the ift November, New Style ; by which I am very 
glad to find that he thinks of moving towards Paris, 
the end of this month, which looks as if his leg were 
better; befides, in my opinion, you both of you 
only lofe time at Montpellier ; he would find better 
advice, and you better company, at Paris. In the 
mean time, I hope you go into the beft company 
there is at Montpellier, and there always is fome at 
the Intendanfs or. the Conunandant^s. You will 
have had full time to have learned les petites cban/ons 
Lanffudociennesy which are exceeding pretty ones,^ 
both words and tunes. I remember, when I was in 
thofe parts, I was furprifed at the difference which 
I found between the people on one fide, and thofb- 
on the other fide of the Rh6ne. The Prwtnceauic 

were. 
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Wcte, in general, furly, ill-bred, tigly, and fWarthyi 
the Langucdociens the very reverfe ; a chearfiil^ 
well-bred, handfome people. Adieu !- Yours moft 
affeiStionately; 

PiS, Upon reflexion, I diredl this letter to Paris i 
I thittk you muft have left MontpcUier before it 
couid arrive there* 



Letter ccxxxvi; 

London^ Ndv. igth^ O. S. 17 jo. 

My bear Friend, 

1 WAS very glad to find, by your letter of thd 
lath, N. S. that you had informed yourfelf fo well 
of the ftate of the French marine at Toulon, and of 
the commerce at Marfeilles ; they are objefts that 
deferve the irtquity and attention of every man, who 
intends to be concerned in public affairs. The French 
are now Wifely attentive to both ; their commerce is 
incredibly increafed, within thefe laft thirty years ; 
they have beaten us out of great part of our Levant 
trade ^ their Eaft-India trade has greatly afFe^led 
ours; and, in the Weft Indies, their Martinico 
eftablifiiment fupplies, not only France itfelf, but 
the greateft part of Europe, with fugars : wherea3 
our iflands, as Jamaica, Barbadoea, and the Lee- 
VoL. III. G ward> 
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ivard, have now no other market for theirs but Erig-* 
land. New France, or Canada, has alfo prcatly 
lefTened our fur and Ikin trade. It is true (as you 
fay) that we have no treaty of commerce fubiifting 
(I do not fay wiib MarfeiUes^ but) with France. 
There was a treaty of commerce made, between 
England and France, immediately after the treaty 
of Utrecht ; but the whole , treaty was conditional, 
and to depend upon the Parliament's enafling certain 
things, which were ftipulated in two of the articles : 
the Parliament, after a very famous debate, would 
not do it ; fo the treaty fell to the ground : however, 
the outlines of the treaty are, by mutual and tacit 
confent, the general rules of our prefent commerce 
with France. It is true too, that, our commodities, 
which go to France, muft go in our bottoms ; the 
French having imitated, in many refpe6ts, our fa- 
mous A& of Navigation, as it is commonly called^ 
This Adt was made in the year 1652, in the Parlia- 
ment held by Oliver Cromwell: it forbids all foreign * 
fhips to bring into England any merchandize ot 
commodities whatfoever, that were not of die growth 
and produce of that country to whi^h thofe fhips. 
belonged, under penalty of the forfeiture of fuch 
ihlps. This a6l was particularly levelled at the Dutch, 
who were, at that timte, the carriers of almolk all 
Europe, and got immenfcly by freight. Up^ thi» 
principle, of the advantages arifing from freight, 
there is a provifion in the fame a<ft, that even the 
growth and produce of our own colonies in Americii 
ihaU not be carried from tlience to any other country 
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in fiufope, without firft touching in England ; but 
this claufe has latfcly been repealed, in the inftances 
df fome petifhable commodities, fuch as rice, &fr. 
which are allowed to be carried difeftly from our 
American colonics to other countries. The adl: alfd 
provides, that two thirds, t think, of thofe who 
.navigate the faid Ihips, fhall be Britilh fubjefts* 
There is ah excellent, and little book. Written by 
the famous Monfieur Huet, Eveque d'Avrartches^ 
fur le Commerce des Jnciens^ which is very well worth 
your Heading, and vei-y foon read. It will give you 
a clear notion of the rife and progfefs of commerce* 
I'here arc many other books, which take up the 
hiftory of Commerce where Moniieuf d*A\Tanche3 
teaves it, and bring it down to thefe times : ladvife 
you to read fomfe of them with care ; commerce 
being a very eflential part of political knowledge in 
every country ; but more particularly in this, which 
owes all its riches and power to it. 

I come now to another part of your letter, which 
h the orthography, if I may call bad fpelling mbo^ 
graphy. You fpell induce, enduce ; and grandeur, 
you fpell grzndure ; two faults, of which few of my 
houfe-maids would have been guilty. 1 muft tell 
you, that orthography, in the true fenfe of the word, 
is fo abfolutcly neceflary for a man of letters, or a 
gentleman, that one falfe fpelling may fix a ridicule 
upon him for the reft of his life ; and I know a man 
of quality, who nfe\Tr recovered the ridicule of having 
fpcllcd whakfomt without the w. 

G a Reaching 
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Reading with care will fccure every body from 
falfe fpelling ; for books are always well fpellcd, ac- 
cording to the orthography of the times. Some words 
are indeed doubtful, being fpelled differently by dif- 
ferent authors of equal autliority ; but thofe are few ; 
and in thofe cafes every man has his option, becaufe 
he may plead his authority either way ; but where 
there is but one right way, as in the two words above- 
mentioned, it is unpardonable and ridiculous, for a 
Gentleman to mifs it : even a woman of a tolerable 
education would defpife and laugh at a lover, who 
Ihould fend her an ill*fpelt billet-doux. 1 fear, and 
fufpedl, that you have taken it into your head, in 
moft cafes, that the Matter is all> and ^the Manner 
little or nothing. If you have, undeceive yourfelf ; 
and be convinced, that, in every thing, the Manner 
is full as important as the Matter. If you fpeak the 
fenfe of anangel> in bad words, and with a difagree* 
able utterance, nobody will hear you twice, who can 
help itw If you write cpiftles as well as Cicero, but 
in a very bad. hand, and very ill-fpelled, whgever 
receives will laugh at them ; and if you had the 
figure of Adonis, with an awkward air and motions, 
it will difguft, inftead of pleafing. Study Manner 
therefore in every thing, if you would be any thing. 
My principal inquiries of my friends at Paris, con- 
cerning you, will be relative to your Manner of doing 
whatever you do. I ihall not inquire^ whether you 
underftand Demofthenes, Tacitus, or the Jus publi- 
cum Imperii ; but I fliall inquire, whether your ut- 
terance is pleafing ; your ftyle,. not only pure, but 

elegant. 
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elegant, your manners noble and eafy, your air and 
addrefs engaging ; in (hort, whether you are a Gen- 
tleman, a njan of fafhion, and fit to keep good com- 
pany, or not ; for, till I am fatisfied in thefe particu- 
lar3, you and I muft by no means meet ; I could not 
poffibly ftand it. It is in your power to become all 
this at Paris, if you pleafe. Confult with Lady Her- 
vey and Madame Monconfeil upon all thefe matters; 
and they will fpcak to you, and advife you freely^ 
Tell them, that bifogna compatire ancora^ that you 
are utterly new in the world, that you arc defirous to 
form yourfelf ; that you beg they will reprove, advife, 
and correft you ; that you know that none can do it 
fo well ; and that you will implicitly follow their di- 
rections. This, together with your careful obferva- 
tion of the manners of the bell company, will roally 
form you. 

Abbe Guafco, a friend of mine, will come to you, 
as foon as he knows of your arrival in Paris ; he is 
well received in the beft companies there, and will 
introduce you to them. He will be defirous to do 
you any fervlce he can ; he is acftive and curious, and 
can give you information upon moft things. He is 
a fort of complai/ant of the Prefident Montefquieu, ta 
whom you have a letter. 

I im^ine that this letter will not wait for you 
very long at Paris, where I reckon you will be in about 
a fortnight. Adieu. 
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J. E T T E R CCXXXVJI. 

AI/)ndres, Ic 24 Dec. V. S. i73Qt 
MoN CHER Ami, 

VgUS voili a la fin Parifien, et il faut s'adrefler i 
un Parifien> en Franqois^ Vous voiKlFez bien aufl) 
me ripondre de m^mc, puifque je {erai bien aifc 4e 
voir k quel point vous pofledez V^l^gaiice, la d^Ur 
patefle, et Tortographe de cette langge, qui eft de^^ 
venue pour ainii dire la langue univerfellc de TEu** 
rope. On ni'alTure que vous la parlez fort bien, mais 
il y a bien et bien. El tel paiTera pour la bica parler 
hors de Paris, qui pklTeroit lui-meme pour Gaulois k 
Paris. Dans ce pais des modes, le language naeme a 1^ 
ficnne, et qui change prefqu aufli fovivent que cvllc 
des habits. 

UqfeUe^ le prcdfux^ le neologique^ y font trop k la 
mode d'aujourd'hui. Connoiflez-les, remarquez-lcs, 
et parlez-lesi m^me, % la bonne heurc, mais ne vous 
en laiflez pas infefter : Fefprit auffi a fa mode, et 
aftuellemcnt k Paris, c'eft l{i mode d*en avoir, en 
depit m6me de Minerve ; tout Je monde cour apreg 
Tefprit, qui par parenth6fe ne fe laiffe jamais attraper; 
s'il ne fp prcfente pas on a beau courir. Mais mal- 
heureufement pour ccux qui courent apr&s, ils attra- 
pent quclq.ie chofes qu'ils prennent pur de Tefprit, 
et qu'ils donnent pour tel. Ceft tout au plus la bonne 
fortune d'lxion, c-eft une yapeur qu'i}s cmbraflent, 

au 
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au lieu de la D^efle qu'ils pourfuxvent. De cette 
crreur refultent ces beaux fen ti mens qu'on n*a jamais 
fenti, ces penfees faufles que la nature n'a jamais 
produite, et ces expreffions entortillees et obfcures, 
que non feulement on n'entend point, mais qu'on nc 
pcut pas m^me dechifFrer ni deviner. Ceft de tons 
CCS ingrediens que font compofcs les deux tiers des 
nouveaux livres Franqois qui paroiffcnt. Ceft la 
nouvcUc cuifine du Parneffe, oil Talambic travaille 
au lieu du pot et de la broche, et oil les quinteilences 
et les extraits domineut, N. B. Le fcl Attique en eft 
banni. 

D vous faudra bien de terns en terns manger de 
cette nouvelle cuifine. Mais ne vous y laiflcz pas 
corrompre le gofit. Et quand vous voudrez donner 
k manger ^votre tour, dtudiez la bonne vieille cuifine 
du terns de Louis XIV. II y avoit alors des chefs 
admirables, comme Corneille, Boileau, Racine, et la 
Fontaine. Tout ce qu ils appretoient 6toit fimple, 
fain, et folidc. Sans metaphore, ne vous laiflez pas 
€blour par le faux brillant, le recherche, Iesanti« 
th^fes k la mode ; mais fer\'cz-vous de votre proprc 
bons fens, et appellez les Anciens k votre fecours, 
poiur vous en garantir. D'un autre c6te, ne voua 
moquez pas de ceux, quir s'y font Uiffes. fcduire ; 
vous etes encore trop jeune pour faire le critique, et 
pour vous eriger en vengeur f£v6re du bon fens \6z6. 
Seulement ne vous laiflez pas pcrvertir, mais ne 
fongez pas a converter les autres. LaiifezJes jouir 
tranquillemcnt de leurs ^rreurs'dans le godt, comme 
dans la religion. Le goClt en France a, depuis un 
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fi6(}\e tt demi, un bicn du haut et du bas, . auffi bien 
que la France meme. Le bon g6ut commenqa fcur 
lement k fe faire jour, fous le regne, je ne dis pas dc 
Louis XIIL mais du Cardinal de Richelieu, et fut 
encore 6pure fpus celui de Louis XIV.' grand Roi au 
moins, s'il n'^toit pas grand homme. Corneille ctoit 
le reftaurateur du yrai, et le fondateur du theatre 
Franqois ; fe reilentant toujours un peu des Concetti 
des Italiens, et des /fgudeze des Efpagnols ; temoia 
les 6pigrammes qu'il fait debitor h Chimdne, dans 
tQut Texc^s de fa douleur. 

Mais avant fon terns, les Troubadeurs et les Rq^ 
inangiers etqi^nt autant de fous^ qui trouvoient des 
fots pour les admirer. Vers la fin du regne du Car- 
dinal de Richelieu, et au commencement de celui de 
Loms XIV. THotel de Rambouillet etoit le Tepiplq 
du GoAt, mail d'un gofitpas encore tout-i-fait epiir€. 
C'etoit pliit6t un laboratoire d'efprit, oti Von donnoit 
la tqrture au bon fens, pour en tirer une effence fubr 
tile, Voiture y travaillqit, et fuoit meme a groifes 
^outt^s pour faire de Tefprit. Mais enfin Boileau et 
Moliere fix^rent le goAt du vrai ; en d^pit des Scu- 
derys, et des Calprenedes, &c. lis deconfirent et 
xnirent en fuite les Artamenes, les Jubas, les Oroon- 
dates, et tous ces heros de Romans^ qui valoient 
pourt^nt cliacun d'eux ime arm£e. Ces fous cherr 
cherent dans les bibliothcques im azyle quon leur 
refufa ; et ils n'en trouverent que dans quelques ru- 
elles, Je vous confeille pourtant de lire un tome 
de Cl^opatre, et un de Cldlie, fans quoi il vous fera 
ifnpQfliblp ^e vqus former un id^c de cea cxtr^T 
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vagances; mais Dieu vous garde d'aller jufqu^au 
douzi^me. 

Le go{^t refta pur et vrai pendant prefque tout le 
regne dc Louis XIV. ct jufqu'^ ce qu un tr^ beau 
g£nie y donna (mais fans Ic vouloir) quelque atteinte. 
Cetoit Monfieur de Fontenelle, qui avec toutTefprit 
du monde, et un grand fqavoir, facrifioit peut-etrc 
. un peu trop aux Graces, dont il etoit le nouriflbn, 
ct Y6l6yc favori. Admir6 avec raifon, on voulut 
rimiter, mais malheureufement pour le fi^cle, Fau- 
teur dcs Paftorales, de FHitoire des Oracles, et du 
th6atre Franqois, trouva moms d'imitatcurs, que le 
Chevalier d*Her ne trouva de finges. Contrefait de- 
puis, pax mille auteurs, il n'a pas et6 imite, que je 
£^he, par un feul. 

A rheure qu il eft, Tempire du vrai goAt ne me 
paroit pas tibp bien affermi en France ; il fubfifte k 
la verity, mais il eft d^cbird par des partis ; il y a le 
parti des petits maitres, celui des caillettes, celui des 
fades auteurs dont les ouvrages font verba et vocss^ 
// praterea nibil, et cnfin un parti nombreux et fort 
k la mode, d*auteurs qui debitent dans un gali^- 
matias m6taphylique leurs faux rafHncmens, fur les 
mouvemens et les Ijentimens de Tame, du caur, et de 
refprit. 

Ne vous en laiflez pas impofer par la mode ; ni par 
'des cliques que vous pourrez frdqucnter ; mais affaiez 
toutes ces diffdrentes efpeces, avant que de les rece^ 
¥oir en paiement au coin du bon fens et de la raifon ; 
pt foiez bien perfuade que, rien Wefi beau que le vraL 
Tout brillant qui ne rdfulte pas de la foliditc et de la 
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juftefle de la penfee, n*eft qu'un faux brillant, Le 
mot Italien fur le diamant eft bien vrai k cet ^gard,^ 
fuanto piUfidexzay tanta fiii fpUndore. 

Tout ccci n'emp^che pas que vous ne dcviez vous 
conformer ext^rieurement aux modes et aux tons des 
diffSrentes compagnies oil vous vous trouverez. Par- 
lez ^pigrammes avec les petits maltres, fentimens 
faux avec les caillettes, et galimatias avec les beaux 
cfprits par ixsx. A la bonne hcure ; k votre age, ce 
n'eft pas k vous k donner le ton k la compagnie, maia 
au contraire k le prendre. Examinez bien pourtant, 
et pefez tout ccla en vous-racme ; diftinguez bien le 
faiux du vrai, et ne prenez pas le clinquant du Tafic 
pour Tor de Virgile. 

Vous trouverez en m^me terns k Paris, des auteurs, 
et des compagnies trfes folides. Vous ncntendrez 
point des fadaifes, du precieux, du guindd, chez 
Madame deMonconfeil, ni aux hotels de Matignon 
et de Coigny, oil elle vous pr^fentera ; le Pr61ident 
Montefquieu ne vous parlera pvts pointes. Son livre 
de TEfprit des Loix, £crit en langue vulgaire, voua 
plaira, et vous inftruira ^galequent. 

Frcquentez le theatre. quand on yjoueralcs pieces 
de Corneille, de Racine, et de Moliere, oil il n'y a 
que du naturcl et du vrai. Je ne pretends pas par-Ii 
donner rexclufion k plufieurs pieces modernes qui 
font admirables, et en dernier lieu CMnie, pi6ce 
pleine de fentimens, mais de fentimens vrais, na- 
turels, et dans lefqucls on fe reconnoit. Voulez- 
vous connoltre les carafteres du jour, lifez les ouv- 
rages de Crebillon le fils, et dc Marivaus;. Le pre-. 
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mier eft un peintre excellent ; le fecond a beaucoup 
<tudi£, et connolt bien le coeur, peutetre meme un 
pcu trop. Les Egarcmens du Coeur et de rEfprit 
par Crebillion eft un livrc excellent dans ce genre ; 
les caradteres y font bien marques ; il vous amufera 
infiniment, et ne vous fera pas inutile. L'Hiftoire 
Japonoife de TanzaY, et de Neadarn^, du m6me 
auteur, eft une aimable extravagance, et parfem^c 
de reflexions tr^s juftes ; enfin, vous trouverez 
bien k Paris de quoi vous former un goi!it,fur 
et jufte, pourvii que vous ne preniez pas le 
change^ 

Comme je vous laifle fur votre bonne foi h Pari9, 
ians furveillant, je me flatte que vous n*abuferez pas 
de ma confiance. Je ne demande pas que vous fo'iez 
Q4;)ucin ; bien au contraire, je vous recommande les 
plailirs, mais j*exige que ce foient les plailirs d*ua 
honnete homme. Ces plaifirs-U donnent du brillant 
au cara<^6re d*un jeune homme ; mais la ddbauche 
avilit et degrade. J'aurai des relations tr^svraies 
et d^tailldes de votre conduitey et felon ces relations 
je ferai plus, ou moins, ou point de tout, k vous. 
Adieu. 

P. S. £crivez-moi fans faute une fots la femaine, 
et r6pondez k celle-ci en Franqois. Faufilez-voui 
tant que vous le pourrez chez les mlnlftres Strangers. 
Ceft voYager en difi^rens endroits fans changer de 
place. Parlez Italien k tous les Italiens, et Allemand 
& tousles AUemands que vous trouverez, pour entre* 
tenir ces deux Ungues. 

Je 
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Je vous fouhaite, mon cher, autant de nouvelles 
annqesque vous meriterez, ct pas une de plus. Mais 
pqifficz-vous en mfiritcr un grand nombre ! 



TRAN SLATI ON. 

London, December 24th, 1750, 
My dear Friend, 

At length you are become a Parifian, and confo* 
quently muft be addrefled in French ; you will alfo 
anfwer me in the fame language, that I may be able 
to judge of the degree in which you poflefs the 
elegancy, the delicacy, and the orthography of that 
language, which is, in a manner, become the uni- 
verfal one of Europe. I am aflured that you fpeak 
it well ; but in that well there are gradations. He, 
.who in the provinces might be reckoned to fpeak 
correAly, would at Paris be looked upon as an an«- 
tien( Gault In th^t country of mode, even language 
is fubfervient to fafliion, which varies almoft as oftea 
as their clothes. 

The affected^ the refined^ the neohgical^ or new and 
fafifionablejtyje, .are at prefent too nuich in vogue at 
Paris. Know, obferve, and occafiona]ly converfe 
(if you pleafe) according to thefc different ftyles ; but 
do not let your tafte be infected by them. Wit too 
is there fubfervient to faihion; and aftually, at 
Paris, one muft have wit,- even.in difpitc of Minervsu 

Every 
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Every body runs after it ; although, if it does not 
come naturally, and of itfelf , it can never be over- 
taken. But, unfortunately for thofe who purfue, 
they feize upon what they take for wit, and endea- 
vour to pafs. it for fuch upon others. This is, at bell, 
the lot of Ixion, who embraced a cloud inftead of 
the Goddefs he purfued. Fine fentiments, which 
never exifted, falfe and .unnatural thoughts, obfcure 
and far-fought expreffions, not. only unintelligible, 
but which it is even impoffible to decypher, or to 
guefs at, are all the confequences of this error; and 
two thirds of the new French books which now ap- 
pear are made up of thofe ingredients. It is the 
new cookery of Parnaffus, in which the ftill is em- 
ployed inftead of the pot and the fpit, and where 
quinteflences and extradls are chiefly ufed. N. B. 
The Attic fait is profcribed. 

You will now and then be obliged to e^t of this 
new cookery, but do not fujffer your taftc to be cor- 
rupted by it. And when you, in your turn, are de- 
firous of treating others, take the good old cookery 
of Lewis the fourteenth's reign for your rule. There 
were at that time admirable head cooks, fuch as 
Comeille, Boileau, Racine, and La Fontaine. What- 
ever they prepared was fimple, wholefome, and 

folid. ^But, laying afidc all metaphors, do not 

iufFer yourfelf to be dazzled by falfe brilliancy, by 
unnatural expreffions, nor by thofe antithefes fo 
much in fafhion ; as a proteftion againft fiich inno- 
vations, have recourfe to your own good fenfe, and 
to the anticnt authors. On the other hand, do not 

laugh 
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laugh at thofe who give into fuch errors ; you are aH 
yet too young to^aft the critic, or to ftand forth si 
fcvere ivtnger of the riolated rights of good fenfe* 
Content yourfelf with not being pen^erted, but do 
not think of converting others ; let them quietly 
enjoy their errors in Tafte, as well as in Religion* 
Within the courfe of the laft century and an half, 
tafte in Prance has (as well as that kingdom itfelf) 
undergone many viclflitudes. Under the reign of 
(I do not fay) Lewis the thirteenth, but of Cardinal 
de Richelieu, good tafte firft began to make its way* 
It was refined under that of Lewis the fourteenth ; a 
great king at leaft, if not a great man. Corneille was 
the reftorer of true tafte, and the founder of the 
French theatre; although rather .inclined to the 
Italian Concetti^ and the Spaniih Agudeze. Witneft 
tliofe epigrams which he makes Chimene utter in the 
greateft excefs of grief. 

Before his time, that kind of itinerant authors 
called Troubadours or Rotnanciers was a fpecies of 
fljadmen, who attraifted the admiration of fools- 
Towards the end of Cardinal de Richelieu's reign, 
and the beginning of Lewis the fourteenth's, the 
Temple of Tafte was eftabliflied at the b6tel of 
Rambouillet ; but that tafte was not judicioully re- 
fined : this Temple of Tafte might more properly 
have been named, a Laboratory of Wit, where 
good fenfe was put to the torture, in order to extraft 
from it the moft fubtile effence. There it was, thattr 
Voiture laboured hard and inccflantly, to create wit. 
At length Boileau and Molicre fixed the flandard of 

true 
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true tiftc. tn fpite of the Scuderys^ the Calpre* 
Aedes, 6fe. they defeated and put to flight Ariamena^ 
Jubdj Oroondatetf and all thofe heroes of Romance 
who were notwithftanding (each of them) as good as 
a whole army. Thofe madmen then endeavoured to 
obtain an afylum in libraries: this they could not 
accomplilh, but were under a neccflity of taking 
ihelter in the chambers of fome few ladies. I would 
have you read one volume of Cleopatra, and one of 
Clelia; it will otherwife be impoffiblc for you to 
form any idea of the extravagancies they contain : 
but God keep you from ever perfevering to the 
twelfth. 

During almoft the whole reign of Lewis the four-- 
teenth, true tafte remsuned in its purity, until it re*> 
ceived foi$ie hurt, though undelignedly, from a 
very fine genius, I mean Monfieur de Fontenelle ; 
who, with thegreateft fenfe, and mofifolid learning, 
lacrificed rather too much to the Graces, whofe moft 
favourite child and pupil he was. Admired with 
reafon, others tried to imitate him: but, unfor*- 
tunately for us, the author of the Paftorals, of 
the Hiftory of Oracles, and the French Theatre, 
found fewer imitators, than the Chevalier iTHer did 
mimics. He has lince been taken off by a thoufand 
authors : but never really imitated by any one that X 
know of. 

At this time, the feat of true tafte in Prance feems 
to me riot well eftablifhed. It exifts, but torn by 
fiufiions. There is one party of petits mattres, one 
of half-learned women, another of infipid authors^ 

whofe 
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Vrhofe works are verba et voces et prater ea nihil; and 
in Ihort, a numerous and very falhionable party of 
writers, who, in a metaphyfical jumble, introduce 
their falfe and fubtile feafonings, upon the move-* 
ments and the fentiments of the foul, the heart, and* 
the mind. 

Do not let yourfelf be overpowered by faihion, not 
by particular fets of people, with whom you may be 
connedled ; but try all the different coins, before! 
you receive any in payment. Let your own good 
fenfe and reafon judge of the value of each ; and bef 
perfuaded, that nothing can be beautiful unlefs fruej 
Whatever brilliancy is npt the refult of the folidity 
and juftnefs of a thought, is but a falfe glare. The 
Italian faying upon a diamond is equally juft with 
regard to thoughts, ^uanto piU fodizza, tanto piii 
fplendore. 

. All this ought not to hinder you from conforming 
externally to the modes and tones of the different 
companies in which you may chance to be. With 
the petits ntaUres fpeak epigrams ; falfe fentimentsy 
with frivolous women ; and a mixture of all thefe to- 
gether, with profeflcd beaux efprits. I would have 
you do fo ; for, at your age, you ought not to aim 
at changing the tone of the company, btt conform 
to it. Examine well, however ; weigh all maturely 
within yourfelf; and do not miftake the tinfel of 
Taffo, for the gold of Virgil. 

You will find at Paris good authors, and circles 
diftinguilhed by the folidity of their rcafoning. You 
will never hear trifling, cffeSed, and far-fought coih- 

verfations^ 
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verfations, at Madame de Monconfeirs, nor at 
the hotels of Matignon and Coigni, where ilie 
wiff introduce you. The Prelident Montefquieu 
Drill not fpcak td you' in the epigrammatic ftyle. 
His book, the Sfint of the Laws, written (in 
the vulgar tongue, will equally pleafe and inftrudl 
you. 

Frequent the theatre, whenever Comeille, Racine^ 
and Molicre's pieces are played. They are atcttrdifig 
to nature and to truth. I do not mean by this to 
give an exclufion to feveral admirable modern plays, 
particularly C^nie *, replete with fentiments that are 
true, natural, and applicable to one's felf. If you 
choofe to know the chara6lers of people now in fa- 
Ihion, read Crebillon the younger and Marivaux's 
works. The former is a moft excellent painter ; the 
latter has ftudied, and knows the human heart, per- 
haps too well. Crebillon's Egaremens du Cceur et de 
fEfprit is an excellent work in its kind ; it will be of 
infinite amufement to you, and not totally ufelefs. 
The Japanefe hiftory of Tanzai and Neadarne, by 
the fame author, is an amiable extravagancy, inter- 
Qjerfed with the inoft juft rdflecftions. In fliort, pro-r 
vided you do not miffcake the objedls of your atten- 
tion, you will find matter at Paris to form a good 
and true tafte. 

As I (hall let you remain at Paris without any 
perfon to direft your condudl, I flatter myfelf that 
you will not make a bad ufe of the confidence I re- 

* Imitated in EagUfli by A^. Francis^ in a play called Eu^mii^ 
Vol. III. H pofc 
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pofc in you. I do not require that you ihould lead 
the life of a Capuchin friar; quite the . contrary : t 
recommend pleafures to you ; but I expcft that they 
ihall be the pleafures of a Gentleman. Thofe add 
brilliancy to a young man's charadler : but debau* 
chcry viRfies and degrades it. I (hall have very true 
and exaA accounts of your conduct ; and according 
to the informations I receive, fhall be more, or lefs, 
jor not at all yours. Adieu. 

P. S. Do not omit writing to me once a week ; and 
let your anfwer to this letter be in French. Conncft 
yourfelf as much as poffible with the foreign Minif- 
ters; which is properly travelling into different 
countries, without going from one place. Speak 
Italian to all the Italians, and German to all the 
Germans you meet, in order not to forget thofe two 
languages* 

I wilh you, my dear friend, as many happy new 
years as you defer ve, and not one more. — May. you . 
deferve a great number ! 



LETTER CCXXXVin* 

London, Jan. 3d,"0. S. 1751. 
My dear Friend, 

By your letter of the 5th, N. S. I find that your 
debut at Paris has been a good one : you are entered 

into 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2 TO HIS SON. 99 

into good company, and I dare fiy you will not fink 
into bad. Frequent the houfes where you have been 
once invited, and have none of that fhynefs which 
makes moft of your countrymen^ Arrangers, where 
they might be intimate and domeftic if they pleafed. 
Wherever you have a general invitation to fup when 
you pleafe, profit of it with decency, and go every 
now and then. Lord Albemarle will, I am fure, be 
extremely kind to you ; but his houfe is only a din- 
ner houfc; and, as I am informed, frequented by 
no French people. Should he happen to employ you 
in his bureau, which I much doubt, you muft write 
a better hand than your common one, or you will 
get no great credit for your manufcripts ; for your 
hand is at prefent an illiberal one, it is neither a 
hand of bufinefs, nor of a (Jentleman ; but the hand 
of a fchool-boy writing his exercife, which he hopes 
will never be read. 

Madame de Monconfeil gives me a favourable ac- 
count of you ; and fo do Marquis de Matignon, and 
Madame du Bqccage ; they all fay that you defire to 
pleafe, and confequently promife me that you will; 
and they judge right; for whoever really defires to 
pleafe, and has (as you now have) the means of 
learning how, certainly will pleafe : and that is the 
great point of life ; it makes all other things eafy. 
Whenever you are with Madam de Monconfeil, 
Madame du Boccage, or other women of falhion, 
with whom you are tolerably free. Iky frankly and 
H 2 naturally, 
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naturally, *Ji rCai point iufage du mendcy j^yfuis encori 
bien neuf; je foubaiterois ardemfnent de plaire, mat's jf 
ne /fats gueres comment my prendfe. Akz la bonte^ 
Madame, de me /aire part de votre fecret de plaire 
a tout le monde. fen ferai me fortune, et il vous 
en refiera pourtant . toujour s, plus qiCil ne vous en 
faut* When, in confequenee of this requeft, they 
ihall tell of you of any little error, awkwardnefs, or im- 
propriety, you fhould not only feel, but exprefs the 
warmcft acknowledgrhent. Though nature fhould 
fuffcr, and Ihe will at firft hearing them, tell them, 
•f* ^e la critique la plusfevere^ ejl a vt^re egard la 
preuve la plus marquee de leur amine. Madame du 
Boccage tells me, particularly, to inform you, 
:J: ^Ul me f era toujours plaifir et bonneur de me venir 
voir : il eji vr-ai qii a fan age le plaijfr de caufer eji 
froid \ mas je tacberat de ltd faire comtoiffknice avtc des 
jeunes gens, i<fc. Make ufe of this invitation, and as 
you live in a nmnner next door to her, ftep in and 
out there frequently. Monfieur du Boccage will go 

* '* I know little of the world, I arti quite a novice in it j and, 
• " although very dciirous of pleafittg, I am at a lofs for the 
'' means. Be fo good. Madam, to let me into your fecret of 
" plcafing every body. I fhall owe ray fuccefs to itj and you 
*' will always have more tlian falls to your fhare." 

f *' That you will look upon the moft feverc criticifms as the 
*' greateft proof of their friendihip.** 

J *' I fhall always receive the honour of his viiits with plea- 
** fure : it is true, that at his age the pleafures of converfation 
*' are cold 5 but- 1 will endeavour to bring him acquainted with 
'' young people, &c.'* 

with 
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with you, he tells me, with great pleafurc, to the 
Plays, and point out to you whatever deferves your 
knowing there. This is worth your acceptance too, 
he has a very good tafte. I have not yet heard from 
Lady Hcrvey upon your fubjecft ; but, as you inform 
me that you have already fupped with her once, I 
look upon you as adopted by her ; confult her in all . 
your little matters ; tell her any difficulties that may 
occur to you ; afk her what you fhould do or fay, m 
fuch or fuch cafes : fhe has rufage du monde en per- 
ftSlion^ and will help you to acquire it. Madame de 
Berkenrode efi paitrie de graces ; and your quotation 
is vdry applicable to her. You may be there, I dare 
fay, as often as you pleafe, and I would advife you 
to fup there once a week. 

You fay, very juftly, that as Mr. Harte is leaving 
you, you Ihall want advice more than ever : you 
Ihall never want mine ; and as you have already had 
fo much of it, I muft rather repeat than add to 
what I have already given you : but that I will do, 
and add to it occafionally, as circumftances may re- 
quire. At preftnt, I fhall only remind you of your 
two great objedts, which you Ihould always attend 
to : th^y are Parliament, and Foreign affairs. With 
regard to the former, you can do nothing, while 
abroad, but attend carefully to the purity, corredl:- 
nefs, and elegancy of your diAion; the clearnefs 
and gracefulnefs of your utterance, in whatever lan- 
guage you fpeak. As for the parliamentary know- 
ledge, I will take care of that, when you come home. 
With regard to foreign affairs, every thing you do 

H 3 abroad 
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abroad may and ought to tend that way. Your 
reading Ihould be chiefly hiftorical ; I do not mean 
of remote, dark, and fabulous hiftory, ftill lefs of 
jimcrack natural hiftory of foflils, minerals, plants, 
c5rc. but I mean the nfeful, political, and conftitu- 
tional hiftory of Europe, for thefe laft three cen- 
turies and an half. Th^ other thing nqccflary for 
your foreign objeiSt, and not lefs neceflary than either 
antient or modern knowledge, is a great knowledge 
of the world, manners, politenefs, addrefs, and U 
ion de la botine compignie. In that view, keeping a 
great deal of good company is the principal point to 
which you arc now to attend. Irfeems ridiculous to 
tell you, but it is moft certainly true, that your 
dancing-mafter is at this time the man in all Europe 
of the greateft importance to you. You muft dance 
well, in order to fit, fl:and, and walk well ; and you 
muft do all thefe well, in order to pleafe. What 
with your exercifes, fome reading, and a great deal 
of company, your day is, I confefs, extremely taken 
up ; but the day, if well employed, is long enough 
^for every thing ; and I am fure you will not flattern 
away one moment of it in inaction. At your age 
people have ftrong and atflive fpirits, alacrity and 
vivi^city in all they do; are /iw^/g r/\ indefatigable, 
and quick. The difference is, that a young^ fellow 
pf parts exerts all thofe happy difpofitions in the pur- 
fuit of proper obje^fts ; endeavours to excel in the fo* 
lid, ftrid in the fliowifti parts of life ; whereas a filly 
puppy, or a dull rogue, throws away all his youth 
jtnd fpirits uppn trifles, when he is feriotis, or upop 
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difgraccful vices, while he aims at pleafurcs. This, 
I am furc, will not be your cafe ; your good fenfc 
and your good conduft hitherto are your guarantees 
with me for the future. Q)ntinue only at Paris, as 
you have begun, and your ftay there will make you, 
what I have always wiflied you to be, as near per- 
fcAion as our nature permits. 

Adieu, my dear ; remember to write to mc once a 
week, not as to a father, but without refcrvc, as to a 
friend. 



LETTER CCXXXIX. 

London, Jan, 14th, O. S, 175 1. 
My DBAR Friend, 

Among the many good things Mr. Harte has 
told me of you, two in particular gave me great 
pleafure. The firft, that you are exceeding careful 
and jealous of the dignity of your charadler ; that is 
the fure and folid foundation upon which you muft 
both ftand and rife. A man's moral chara(?ler is a 
more delicate thing, than a woman's reputation of 
chaftity. A flip or two may poflibly be forgiven her, 
and her character may be clarified by fubfequent 
and continued good conduft : but a man's moral 
cbarafter onec tainted is irreparably deftroyed. ' The 
H 4 fecond 
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fecond was^ that you had acquired a moft cotrcA 
and extenfive knowledge of foreign affairs, fuch as 
the hiftory, the treaties, and the forms of govern- 
ment of the feveral countries of Europe. This fort 
of knowledge, little attended to here, will make you 
hot only ufeful, but neceflary, in your future defti- 
nation, and carry you very far. He added, that 
you wanted from hence fome books relative to our 
laws and conftitution, our colonies, and our cora-r, 
xherce ; of which you know lefs than of thofe of any 
other part of Europe. I will fend you what Ihort 
books I can find of that fort, to give you a general 
notion of thefe thkigs ; but you cannot hare time tc^ 
go into their depths at prefent, you cannot now en- 
gage with new folios ; you and I will refer the con- 
ftitutional part of this country to our meeting here, 
when we will enter ferioufly into it, and read the ne- 
ceflary books together. In the mean time, go on in 
the courfe you are in, of foreign matters; converfe 
with Minifters and others of every country ; watch 
^le tranfaftions of every Court, and endeavour to 
trace them up to their fource. This, with your 
phylics, your geometry, and your exercifcs, will be 
all that you can poffibly have time for at Paris ; for 
you mv& allow a great deal for company and plea- 
fures : it is they that muft give you thofe manners, 
that addrefs, that tournure of the beau inondey which 
will qualify you for your future deftination. You 
\tm&; firft pleafe, in order to get the confidence, 
find confequently the fecrets, of the Courts and 
J\^ipi|lers for whom and with whom you negotiate. 

I will 
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I will fenS you, by the firft opportunity, a Ihort 
book written by Lord Bolingbroke, under the name 
of Sir John Oldcaftle, containing remarks upon the 
Hiftory of England ; which will give you a clear ge-t 
neral notion of our conftitution, and which will fervc 
you at the fame time (like all Lord Bolingbroke*s 
works) for a model of eloquence and ftyle, I will alfo 
fend you Sir Jofiah Childe's little book upon trade^ 
which may properly be called, the Commercial 
Grammar. He lays down the true principles of com^^ 
merce, and his conclufions from them are generally 
very juft. 

Since you turn your thoughts a little towards trad^ 
and commerce, which I am very glad you do, I will 
recomojiend a French book to you, that you will 
eafily get at Paris, and which I take to be .the beft 
book in the world of that kind ; I mean, the Z)/r- 
tionnaire de Commerce de Savary^ in three volumes in 
folio ; where you will find every thing that relates to 
trade, commerce, fpecie, exchange, &c. moft clearly 
ftated ; and not only relative to France, but to the 
whole world. You will eafily fuppofe, that I do not 
advife you to read fuch a book toute de fuite ; but I 
only mean that you ihould have it at hand to have 
recourfe to occafionally. 

With this great ftock of both ufeful and ornamen- 
tal knowledge, which you have already acquired, and- 
which, by your application and induftry, you are 
daily increafing, you will lay fuch a folid foundation 
of future figure and fortune, that, if you complete it 
by all the accomplilhments pf manners, graces, &c. 

I know 
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I know nothing which you may not aim at, and, in 
time, hope for. Your great point at prefent at Paris, 
to which all. other confiderations muft give way, is to 
become intirely a roan of fafhion : to be well-bred 
without ceremony, eafy without negligence, fteady 
and intrepid with modefty, genteel without afFedla- 
tion, infinuating without meannefs, chcarful without 
being noify, frank without indifcretion, and fecret 
without myfterioufnefs ; to know the proper time and 
place for whatever you fay or do, and to do it with an 
air of condition : all this is not fo foon nor fo ealily 
learned as people imagine, but requires obfervation 
and time. The world is an immenfe folio, which de- 
mands a great deal of time and attention to be read 
and underftood as it ought to be ; you liave not yet 
read above four or five pages of it ; and you will have 
but barely time to dip now and then in other lefs im- 
portant books. 

Lord Albemarle has (I know) wrote to a friend of 
his here, that you do not frequent him fo much as he 
cxpefted anddefired ; that he fears fomebody or other 
has given you wrong impreffions of him ; and that I 
may poflibly think, from your being feldom at his 
houfe, that he has been wanting in his attentions to 
you. I told the perfon who told me this, that, on 
the contrarj^ you feemed, by your letters to me, to 
be extremely pleafed with Lord Albemarle's beha- 
viour to you ; but that you were obliged to give up 
dining abroad during your courfe of experimental 
philofophy. I gueffed the true reafon, which I be- 
lieve 
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Ueve was, that, as no French people frequent his 
houfe, you rather chofe to dine at other places ; 
where you were likely to meet with bcttef company 
than your countrymen ; and you were in the right of 
ity However, I would have you fliow no fhynefs to 
Lord Albemarle, but go to him, and dine with him 
oftener than it may be you would wilh ; for the fake 
of having him fpeak well of you here when he re- 
turns. He is a good deal in faihion here, and his 
puffing you (to ufe an awkward expreffion), before 
you return here, will be of great ufe to you after- 
wards. People in general take characters, as they 
do moft things, upon truft, rather than be at the 
trouble of examining them themfelves ; and the de- 
cifions of four or five faftiionable people, in every 
place, are final ; more particularly with regard to 
charafter, which all can hear, and but few judge of. 
Do not mention the leaft of this to any mortal ; and 
take care that Lord Albemarle do not fufpeft that ■ 
you know any thing of the matter. 

Lord Huntingdon and Lord Stormont are, I hear, 
arrived at Paris ; you have, doubtlefs, feen them. 
Lord Stormont is well fpoken of here ; however, in 
your connexions, if you form any with them, fhow 
rather a preference to Lord Huntingdon, for reafons 
which you will eafily guefs. 

Mr. Harte goes this week to Cornwall, to take 
pofiTeflion of his living ; he has been inftalled at 
Windfor : he will return hither in about a month, 
when your literary correfpondencc with him will be 

regularly 
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rcguUdy owriad on. Your mutual concern at parti 
ing was a good fign for both. 
' I haire this moment received good accounts of you 
from Paris. Go on^ . v^us Sits en bon train. Adieu. 



LETTER CCXL. 

London, January the 21 ft, O. S. 1751. 
My dear Friend, 

IN all my letters from Paris, I have the pleafurc of 
findings among many other good things, your 
docility mentioned with emphaiis : this is the fure 
way of improving in thofe things, which you only 
want. It is true, they are little ; but it is as true too 
that they are neceflary things. A^ they are mere 
matters of ufage and mode, it is no difgrace for any 
body of your age to be ignorant of the9i ; and the 
moft compendious w^y of learning them is, fairly 
to avow your ignorance, and to confult thofe who, 
from IcMig ufage and experience, know them beft. 
Qood fenfe, and good-nature, fuggeft civility in 
general ; but in good-breeding there are a thoufand 
little delicacies, which are eftabliflied only by cuf- 
tont;. ;at)d it is.thefe little el^ances of manners, 
^.vhich diftinguiih a courtieir and a man of faihion 
from die' vulgar. I^m afiurcd by different people, 
that your air is already much improved ; and one of 

my 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO BIB 8Q». . t^9 

my correfpondents makes you tfaie true French pom-i 
pUment of faying, J'ofe^ous fromeitre quiljira^tferi^ 
tdt comme on de nos Mirei^ However luibecoming 
this fpeech may be in the mouth of a Frenchman^ I 
am very glad that they think it applicable to you j 
for I would have you not only adopt, but rival, the 
beft manners and ufages of the place yo\i are ai, be 
they what they will; that is, die verfatility of 
naanners, which is fo ufeful in the couric of the 
world. Choofe your modeb well at Paris ; and dien 
rival them in their own way. There are fafhionaUe 
words, phrafes, and even geftures at Paris, which 
are called du bm tan ; not to mention certaincs pefites 
foliiejfe^ H Mentkns^ qui ne Jim rien en elks-ncmes^ 
which falhion has rendered necefrar5\ Make your- 
fdf mafter'of all thefe things ; aiid to fuch a degree, 
OS to make the French fay, quon diroU que cefi un 
Franfois ; and when hereafter you fhall be at other 
Courts, do the fame thing there; and conform 
to the fafhionable manners and ufage of the place ; 
that is what the French tbemfclves are not apt to 
do : wherever they go, they retain their own 
manners, as thinking them the beft ; but granting 
them to be fo, they are ftill in the wrong not 
to conform to thofe of the place* One would 
deiire to pleafc, wherever one is ; and. nothii^ 
is more innocently flattering, than an approba- 
tion, and an imitation of the people one converfcs 
with. 

I hope your colleges with Marcel go on pirofpe- 
rouily. In thofe ridiculous, tliough, at the faoie 

time. 
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time, really important le<%ures, pray atttod, and 
delire your Profeflbr alfo to attend, more particu- 
larly to the Chapter of the Arms. It is they that 
decide a man's being genteel or otherwife, more 
than any other part of the body. A twift, or ftiif- 
nefs in the wriD:, will make any man in Europe look 
awkward. The next thing to be attended to, is your 
coming into a room, and prefenting yourfelf to a 
company. This gives the firft impreflion ; and the 
firft impreflion is often a laiHng one. Therefore, 
pray defirc Profeflbr Marcel to make you come in 
and go out of his room frequently, and in the fup- 
pofition of different companies being there ; fuch 
as minifters, women, mixed companies, Gfr, 
Thofe who prefent themfelves well have a certain 
dignity in their air; which, without the leaft 
feeming mixture of pride, at once engages, and is 
refpefted. 

I Ihould not fo often repeat, nor fo long dwell 
upon, fuch trifles, with any body that had lefs folid 
and valuable knowledge than you have. Frivolous 
people attend to thofe things, far freferencei they 
know nothing clfe : my fear with you is, that, from 
knowing better things, you fliould defpife thefe too 
much, and think them of much lefs Confequencc , 
than they really are ; for they are of a great deal, and 
more efpecially to you. 

Heafing, and governing women, may, in time, 
be of great fervice to you. They often pleafe and 
govern others. A propose are you in love with Ma- 
dame de Be^enrode fl:ill^ or has fome other taken 

her 
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her place In your afFeftions ? I take it for granted, 
that qua le cumque domat Venus ^ non erubufcendis adurit 
ignibus. Un arrangemeni honniie fttd bien a un galanl 
homme. In that cafe I recommend to you the utmoft 
difcretion, and the profoundeft lilence. Bragging 
of, hinting at, intimating, or even afFedledly dif- 
claiming and denying fuch an arrangement^ will 
equally difcredit .you among men and women. An 
unafFedled lilence upon that fubjeft is the only true 
medium. 

In your commerce with women, and indeed with 
men too, une certaine douceur is particularly engaging ; 
it is that which conftitutes that character, which the 
French talk of fo much, and fo juftly value ; I 
mean Vaimabk. This douceur is not fo eafily de- 
fcribed as felt. It is the compound refult of different 
things: a complaifance, a flexibility, but not a 
fcrvility of manners ; an air of foftnefs in the coim-* 
tenance, gefture, and exprcffion ; equally, whether 
you concur, or differ with the perfon you converfe 
with. Obferve thofe carefully, who have that 
douceur y which charms you and others ; and your 
own good fenfe will foon enable you to difcover the 
diflferent ingredients of which it is compofed. You 
muil be more particularly attentive to this douceur y 
whenever you are obliged to refufe what is afked 
of you, or to fay what in itfelf cannot be very 
agreeable to thofe to whom you fay it. It is then 
the neceflary gilding of a difagreeable pill. Vai^ 
tnable confifls in a thoufand of.thefe little things 
aggregately. It is the fuavith in modo^ which I 

have 
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jiow write W each other as friends, and without the 
}eaft referve ; there will for the future be a thoufand 
things in my letters, which I would not hive any 
mortal living but yourfelf fee or know. Thofe you 
will eafily diftinguifli, and neither fbow nor repeat ; 
md I will do the fame by you. 

To come to another fubjcft (for I have a plcafurc 
in talking over every fubje<ft with you) : How deep 
aro you in Italian? Do you underftand Ariofio, 
Taffo, Boccaccio, and Machiavelli ? If you do, you 
Tcnow enough of it, and may know all the reft, by 
reading, when you have time. Little or no bufinels 
js written in Italian, except in Italy ; and if you 
know enough of it to underftand the few Italian 
letters that may in time Come iti your way, and to 
fpeak Italian tolerably to thofe very few Italians who 
fpeak 110 French, give yourfelf no further trouble 
^bout th^t language, till you happen to have full 
Jeifure to perfect: yourfelf in it. It is not the fame 
with regard to Gern^an ; your fpeaking and writing 
that well will particularly diftinguifli you from 
every other man in England ; and is, moreover, of 
great ufe to any one who is, as probably you will be, 
employed in the Empire. Therefore, pray cultivate 
it feduloufly, by writing four or five lines of German 
f very day, ind by fpeaking it tp ev§ry German you 
meet with. 

Yqu have now got a footing in a great many good 
houfcs at Paris, in which 1 advife you to make youi^ 
felf domeftic, This is to be done by a certain eafi- 
W(^ pf carriage, ^nd a deqent f^li^rity. Not by 
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way of putting yourfelf upon the frivolous footing of 
being fans confequencfy but by doing, in fome degree, 
the honours of the houfe and table, calling yourfelf 
en badinant k galopin d*id, faying to the mafter or 
miiirefs, ceci ejt ^de mon dSpariement, je vi\n charge^ 
avouez que je vCen acquUts a merveiUe* This fort of 
badinage has fomething engaging and liant in it, and 
begets that decent familiarit}% which it is both agree- 
able and ufeful to eftablifli in good houfes, and with 
people of fafliion. Mere formal viiits, dinners, and 
fuppers, upon formal invitations, are not the thing; 
they add to no connexion, nor information : but it 
is the eafy, carelefs ingrefs and egrefs, at all hours, 
that forms the pleafihg and profitable commerce of 
life. 

Tlie poft is fo negligent, that I lofe fomc letters 
from Paris entirely, and receive others much later 
than I (hould. To this I afcribe my having received 
no letter from you for above a fortnight, which, to 
my impatience, fcems a long time. I expeft to hear 
from you once a week. Mr. Harte is gone to Corn- 
wall, and will be back in about three weeks. I have 
a packet of books to fend you by the firft opportu- 
nity, which, I believe, will be Mr. Yorke's return 
to Paris. The Greek books come from Mr. Harte, 
and the Englilh ones from your humble fervant. 
Read Lord Bolingbroke's with great attention, as 
well to the ftyle as to the matter. I wifh you could 
form yourfelf fuch a ftyle in every language. Style 
is the dci^fs of thoughts ; and a well-drefled thought, 
like a well-drefled man, appears to great advantage. 
Yours. Adieu. 

I 2 LET. 
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L^T TE R CCXLL 

London, January the 28th, O, S. ijsi; 
My peaivFb.iend, 

A. BILL for ninety pounds fterlixig was brought m^ 
the other day, faid to be drawn upon me by you : I 
fcrupled paying it at firft, not upon account of tho 
fum, but bec^ufe you had fent me no letter of ad^ 
vice, which is always done in thofe tranfaftions ; 
and ftill more, bccaufe I did not perceive that you 
had figned it. The perfon who presented it defire() 
pie to looH again, and that I (hould (difcover your 
pame at the bottom ; accordingly I loojced agdn^ 
jind, with the help of my magnifying glafs, did per* 
^eive, th^t what I ha,d firft taken only for fome- 
bojiy's mark was, Jn tr^th, your name, written i^ 
the worft and fmaUefthand I ever faw in my life. I 
cannot write c^uite fo ill, but it was foniethii\g like 

thi*, /?^i^ f^aL.>u/a^%^. However, \ paid i* 

j^t i venture ; though I would almoft rather 16ft the 
pioney than that fuch a fignature Ihbuld be yotirs, 
;A11 gentlemen, and all men of bufinefs, write their 
pamcs always in the fame way, that their fignature 
pay bp fo well known as not to be ealily counterfeit-^ 
pd ; and they generally fign in rather a larger cha^ 
rafter than their common hand ; whereas your name 
fya§ in a l?fs^ and wo^fe, thatn your f onimon writing, 

Th w 
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this fliggefted to me the various. iCcidebts which 
ipay very probably happen to you, while you write 
lb ilL For inflaQCC, if you were to wtite in fuch a 
tharadler to the Secretary's office^ your letter would 
immediately be fkrd to the decypherer, as containing 
hiatters of the uttndft fecrefy, not fit to be trufi:ed 
to the tomraon charadler. If*. you were to write fo, 
to an Antiquary, he (knowing you to be a tlian of 
learning) would certainly try it by the Runic, Cel-* 
tiCi or Splavonian alphabet; never fufpedlirig it tq 
be a modern chafadler. And^ if you wete to feiid a 
^fculet to a fine woman, in fuch a hand^ ihe would 
think that it really came from the poulaillUr^ which^ 
by thjc bye, is thd etymology of the word, pculet; 
fi^ Heiiry the Fourth of Fraiu^e ufed to fend billets'^ 
doux to his miftrefles, by his pQUlaillUrj under pre* 
teoce of fending theitl chicken; which gave the 
hajtne dtpmdetj to thofe fhort, but exprefSre manu-^ 
fcript$. I have often told you, that every man, who 
has the t)fe of his eyes^ and of his hand, can writd 
whatever hand he ple^fes ; and it is plain that you 
can, iince you yrtitt both the Greek tod German 
charadlers, which you never learned of a writing-^ 
mafter, extremely well, though your comn^oa hand^ 
which you learned of a niafter, is an exceeding bad 
and illiberal one, equally unfit for bufinefs or cdm-' 
mon ufe. . I do not defire that you fhould write the 
laboured, llifF charafter of i writing-mafter : a mail 
of bufinefs mufi write quick and well, and that de 
^nds fingly upon ufe. I would therefore advife you ^ 
tp^ get fome very good writing-mafter at Paris, and 

I 3 apply 
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apply to It for a month only, tvhtch will be fuffi- 
cient ; for, upon my word, the writing of a gentcd* 
plain hand of bufinefs is of. much more importance 
than you think. Ydu will fay, it may be, that when 
you write fo very ill, it is becaufe you are in a hurry: 
to which I anfwer. Why are you ever in a hurry ? A 
man of fenfc may be in hafte, but can never be in a 
hurry, becaufe he knows that whatever he does in a 
hurry he muft neceflarlly do very ill. He may be 
in hafte to difpatch an affair, but he will take care 
not to let that hafte hinder his doing it well. Little 
minds are in a hurry, when the objedl proves (as it 
commonly does) too big for them ; they run, they 
hare, they puzzle, confound, and perplex them- 
felves ; they want to do every thing at once, and 
never do it at all. But a man of fenfe takes the time 
neceflary for doing the thing he is about, well ; and 
his hafte to difpatcli a bufinefs, only appears by the 
continuity of his application to it : he purfues it with 
a cool ftcadinefs, and finilhes it before he begins any. 
other. I own, your time is much taken up, and yoii 
have a great many different things to do : but re- 
member, that you had much better do half of them 
well, and leave the other half undone, than do them 
all indifferently. Moreover, the few feconds that 
are faved in the courfe of the day, by writing ill 
inftead of well, donot amount to any objeft of time, 
- by any means equivalent to the difgrace or ridicule 
of writing the fcrawl of a common whore. Confidef, 
that if your very bad writing could furnifli me with 
matters of ridicule, what will it not do to others, 

wha 
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who do not view you in that partial tight that I do ? 
There was a Pope^ I think it was Pope Chigi, who 
was juftly ridiculed for his attention to Uttle things^ 
and his ihability in great ones { and therefore called 
maxinms in minimis, and minimus in maximis ; Why ? 
Beeaufe he attended to litde things, when he had 
great ones to do. At this particular period of your 
life> and at the place you are now in, you ha\re only 
litde things to do : and' you Ihould makejt habitual 
to you to do them well, that they may require no 
attention from yOu when you have, as I hope you 
will have^ greater things to mind. Mdke a good 
hand-writing familiar to you now, that you may 
hereafter have nothing but your matter to think of, 
when you have occafion to write to Kings and Mi- 
hifters. Dance, drefs, prefent yourfelf habitually 
well now, that you may have none of thofe little 
things to think of hereafter, and which will be all 
neceflary to be done well occafionally, when you 
will have greater things to do. 

As I am eternally thinking of every thing that can 
be relative tp you, one thing has occured to me^ 
which I think neceffary to mention, in order to pre-. 
Vent the difficulties which it might otherwife lay you 
under : it is this ; as you get more acquaintances at 
Paris, it will be impoffible for you to frequent your 
firft acquaintances, fo much as you did while you 
had no others. As for example, at your firft dibut^ 
I fuppofe you were chiefly at Madame Monconfeil's, 
Lady Hervey*s, and .Madame du Boccage's. Now 
that you have got fo many other houfes^ you cannot 

I 4 be 
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be at theirs fo often as you ufcd '; but pray take (jarc* 
ijot to give them the leaft rcafon to think, that yoq 
ncglcft or defpifc them, for the. fake of new and 
rpore dignified and Ihining acquaintances; whicb; 
would be ungratcfiil and imgjrudcnt on your part, 
and never forgjven pn tl^eirs. Call upoij: theni o6en» 
though you do nqt ftay with them, fo long a^ fo»-- 
merly ; tell them, that you are forry you are. obliged 
to go away, but that you have fuch and fuch enr. 
gagements, with which gopd-breieding obliges you 
to comply; and infin^ate, that you would rather flay 
with th^m. la fhort, take caje to make as manjr 
perfonal friends^ and as few perfonal enemtes» aa 
poflible. I do not mean, by perfonal friends^ inti-* 
mate and confidential friends^ of which no man can 
hope to have half a dozen in the whole courfc of his 
life ; but 1 mean friends^ inthi^ oommoo accqptatioD 
of the word ; that is, people who fpeak well of you^ 
and who wquld rather do you good than harrn^. coo* 
fiftently with their own intereft, and no, farther^ 
Upon the whole, I recommend to you again and 
^gain les graces. Adorned hy;tt^em, you may, in a 
manner, do what you pleafe ; it will be.approred of i 
without them, your.bfift qualities will lofe half 
their eificacy. Endeavour to be iG^onablc among 
the French, which will foo» make you fiafhionablt 
here. Monfieur de Matignon.4feady calk you k 
peth Franfoii. I£ you can get that nmne generally 
at Paris, it will put yoa a la mdi^ Adieu^ my dear 
chiW^ . / . 
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London^ Febniaiy 4th, Q,S. 175 1. 

Mr DSAR Flt.IE^l>5 



4 HE ^oimti^ which I irceive o^ yoiii ffom. J^aris 
(pow evory day more aad more iaos^^ory. ^rd 
Albemaclf has wrote a loit of {^^lusgyric of you^ 
which has been foen by maay people here, and 
which will b<T a veiy ufe&il forerunner for you. 
Being 14 £ifh|on| is aa important ppint for any bodf 
any where ; but it would be a very great one for you 
to be eftablilhed in the fafhion here before you re- 
turn. Your buiinefs would be half done by it, as I 
am fure you would not give people reafon to change 
dieir favourable prefentiments of you. The good 
that is laid, of you will not, I am convinced, make 
vou a coxcomb : and, on the other hand, the being 
though^ ftill tp w^t fon>^ little accompUfluneota 
vdUy lam perfuaded, not mortify you, but only 
animate you to acquire them : I will, therefore, give 
you both fairly, in the following extraA of a letter 
which I lately received from an impartial and dif« 
xetning friend. 

*» *' Jofe vous aflurer que Moniieur Stanh(q)e 
'^ r^uffira. 11 a un grand fond de fqavoir, et une 

* '' Permit me to aflure jo\x, Sir, that Mr. Stanhope will 
^ fucpeed. He has a great fund of knowledge^ and an uncom^ 

" monljr 
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'* m€mo\tc prodigieufe, fans faire parade de Tun ti\i 



€€ 
€€ 



de rautrc, II chcrche k plaire, ct il plaira. II a 
de la phifionomie ; fa figure eftjoUe, quoiqtie pe- 
tite. Il n*a rien de gauche, quoiqu'il n*ait pas 
** encore toutqs Ics graces reqnifej, que Marcel eC 
** les femmes lui doniieront bieiitdl. Enfin il nc 
** lui manque que ce qui devoit n^ceflaircment lui 
*^ manquer k fon age ; je veux dire, les ufagei, et 
" unc certaine dflicatcffe dans les Wariieres, ^ui 
** ne s*acqui^reiit que par le tcms et la bonne 
" conipagnie. Avec foil efprit, il les prendra 
" bient6t, il y a d6}k fait des progrSs, et il 
" fr^quente les cortipagnies les plus propres k les 
*^ lui donner.** 

By this extraft, which I can aflure you is a faith- 
ful one, you and I have both of us the fatisfaAion of 
knowing, how much you have, and how little you 
want^ Let what you have, give you (if pofiible) 
rather raoxtfictning modefty, but at the iame time. 

'' monljr good memory, though he docs not make any parade of 
'' either the one or the other. He k defirous of pleatfing ; and 
*^ he will pleafe. He has an expreifire countenance; hit 
*' figure is elegant, although Httle. He has not the leail 
** awkwardnefs, though he has not as yet acquired all thd 
" graces requifite; which Marcel and the Ladies will fbon 
*' give him. In lliort, he wants nothing but thofc things, 
** which^ at hi$ age, mul^ unavoidably be wanting ; I mean, si 
'' certain turn and delicacy of maunei-s, which are to be ao- 
** quired only by time, and in good company. Ready as 
'^ he is, he will foon learn them; particularly as he frc- 
*^ quents fuch companies as are the moft proper to give 
"them." 

more 
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more intenor jGimnefs and afTurance ; and let what 
you want, which you fee is very attainable^ re- 
double your attention and endeavours to acquire it. 
You have, in truth, but that one thing to apply to ; 
and a very pleafing application it is, iince it is 
through pleafures that you muft arrive at it. Com- 
pany, fuppers, balls, jpeSacles, which fliow you 
the models upon which you ihould form yourfelf, 
and all the little ufages, cuftoms, and delicacies, 
which you muft adopt, and make habitual to you, 
are now your only fchools and imiverlities : in which 
young fellows and fine women will give you the beft 
k&ures. 

Monfieur du Boccage is another of your pane- 
gyrifts ; and he tells me that Madame du Boccage 
c pris ave€ vous U ton de mii et de bonne ; and that 
you like it very well. You are in the right of 
it ; it is the way of improving : endeavour to be 
upon that footing with every woman' you converft 
with; excepting where there may be a tendet 
point of connexion ; a point which I have no- 
thing to do with ; but, if fuch a one there is, I 
hope Ihe has not di nutuvais ni de vilcins tras^ 
which I agree with you in thinking a very dif- 
agreeable thing. 

I have fent ypu, by .the opportunity of Pollock 
the courier, who was once my fervant, two little 
parcels of Greek and Englifh books ; and fhall fend 
you two more by Mr. Yorkc : but I accompany 
them with thi$ caution, that, as you have not much 
time to read, you fhali proploy it in reading what is 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



114 ^^^^ CH&.&Xfi&i'IBLt>*S t]fttt£lLS 

^empft acceifary, aiKldiat i^^ indtfphtajbly, modeftf 
hiftortcal^ gieograpbictJ, chronological, and poln 
tical knowle4g€ : the prefcnt conftittitioD, majcims^ 
force^ (icbes^ trade, commerce, charadler^ parties^ 
and cabals^ of the fevei^al Courts of £iMro|>e» Many 
vho are reckoned good fcholars, though they ki)ow 
pretty accurately the governitienjtis of Athens and 
Kome, are totally ignorant (^ the confti^tion of any 
qn^ country now in Europe^ even of their own# 
Kead juft Latin and Greek enough to keep up your 
dailical learning, which will be an ornament to yeii 
while young, and 4 comfort to you when old. Bui 
the true ufeful knowledge, and efpecially for you,. 19 
the modem luiowledge above-mentioned,. It is that 
which muft qualify you both for domeftic and foreign 
bufin^fs ; and it i» to tbat^ therefore^ th«t yo0 
fhould prinf^tpally diie^ your attention ; and I 
know, wi^h groat ^eskimt, that you do lib* I woul4 
not thus commend yoa tO' yourfelf,. if t tbpughl 
como^endationa would have upon yCu thofe lU e£«» 
fe6ls which they frequently have upon weak mind9. 
I think you ar^e much ajbove being a v^in coxcpmb^ 
over- rating your own merit,, and infiilting Qtfaesi 
with the fuperabund^^ oi it. On the contrary^ t 
am convinced, that the confcioufnef^ of ment make^^ 
a mian of ienfe mdre modeft, though more firm. A 
man who dtfplay^ his own merit is a coxcomb^ and 
a man who does not know it is a fool. A man of 
ienfe knows it> exerts it, avail's himfelf of it,^ but 
never boafts of it ; and always /^wj rather to und^' 
than over value it^ though^ in truth> he ifits the 

right 
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H^t vdue Iip6»)i it. It 18 a very fcmfe ma&ihi of Lt . 
Bruyferc*s (an author ifftVL worth your ftnd^ng) qu^cn 
ne vaut dAns a monde^ que ce que Von vent v^toit. A 
man who is really diffident^ timid, and baihfol, b6 
his merit *hit it will, never can pufh himfelf in the 
tfrorld ; his defpondenty throws him into inadion ; 
and the for^ard^ the buftling, and tjie jpetulanti 
trill -alw^ get the better of him* The Manntet 
makes the whole difference. What would be impip* 
dence iti^ one Manner, is only a proper and decent 
aifurance in another. A man of fenfe, and (^ 
knowledge of the world, will ailert his own rights, 
and purfue his own objeAs, as fteadily and intrepidly 
as the moft impudent man living, and commonly 
more fo : but then he has art enough to give an 
outward air of modefty to all he does. This 
engages and prevails, whilft the very fame things 
ihock and fail, from the overbearing or impudent 
faiatiher only of doing them. I repeat my maxim, 
^dvitir in fnodoy fed fortithr in re. Would you 
kno^ the chatafters, modes, and manners, of the 
latter end of the h&. age, which are very like 
thofe of the prefent, tead La Bruyer^. But would 
ytfu know man, independently of modes, read La 
fldthefbutaidt, who, I am afraid, paints him very 
txaSly. 

Give die incldfed tp Abb6 Guafco, of whom 
yiytx toike good ufe, to go about with you, and 
^ee things. Between you and me, he has more 
knowledge than parts. Mais un habile bomme fgait 
lirtr ^Sffi de fiuli and every body is good for 

fomc- 
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ibmethingt Prdident Montefquieu is, in tvtry 
ienfe,. a inoft ufeful acquaintance. He h^ parts, 
joined. to great reading and knowledge of the world. 
Ptiifiz dans ceUefrurce tant que V9us pour rex. 

Adieu. May the Graces attend you 1 for 
without them cgni faiica i vana. If they do not 
come to you willingly, nivilh them, and force 
them to accompany all you think, all you fay, and 
all you do/ 



LETTER CCXIJIL 

London, Feb. iith, 0.15. 1751. ' 
My dear Friend, 

W HJEN you go to the Play, which I hope you 
do often, for it is a very inftnidive amufement, you 
jnuft certainly have obfen^ed the very difier^at ef- 
kfks whiph the fcveral parts have upon you, accord- 
ing as they are well or ill aAed* The very beft 
tragedy of Coraeiile's, if well fpoken and afted^ in- 
terefts, engages^* agitates, and affefts your pafliona. 
Love, terror, and pity, alternately poiTefs you. But^ 
if ill fpoken and a6led, it. would only excite your 
indignation or your laughter. Why? It is ftill 
Corneille's ; it is the fame fenfe, the fame matter, 
whether well or ill a(5led. It is then merely the mjan-^ 
ner of fpeaking and ai^ling that makes this great 

dif-* 
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diiFerence in the cBcAs. Apply this to yburfelf ; 
and conclude from it that, if you would either pleafe 
in a private company, or perfuade in a public alTem'- 
bly, air, looks, geftures, graces, enunciation, proper 
Accents, juf): emphaiis, and tuneful cadences, are full 
as neceilary as the matter itfelf. Let awkward, un« 
graceful^ inelegant, and dull fellows iay what they 
will in behalf of their folid matter, and firong rea^^ 
fonings ; and let them defplfe all thofe graces and 
ornaments^ which engage the fenfes, and captivate 
the heart : they will find (though they will poliibly 
wonder why) that their rough unpolifhed matter^ 
and their unadorned, coarfe, but ftrong arguments, 
will neither pleafe nor perfuade ; but, on the con* 
trary, will tire out attention, and excite difguft. We 
are fo made, we love to bepleafed, better than to be 
informed ; information is, in a certain degree, mor<- 
tif}'ing, as it implies our previous ignorance ; it muft 
be fweetened to be palatable. 

To bring this dire Aly to you : Know tliat no man 
can make a figure in this country, but by parlia- 
ment. Yoiu- fate depends upon your fuccefs there as 
a fpeaker ; and, take my word for it, that fuccefs 
turns much more upon Manner than Matter. Mr. 
Pitt, and Mr. Murray the Solicitor-general, uncle 
to Lord Stormont, are, beyond comparifon, the beft 
fpeakers; Why? Only becaufe they are the be£k 
orators. They alone can inflame or quiet the Houfe ; 
they alone are fo attended to, in that numerous and 
noify aflcmbly, that you might hear a pin fall while 
eitlxer of them is fpeaking. U it that their matter is 

better. 
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better^ 'or tfaeit iirgiiinent^ Broa^bc^ thaa tjtbir 

file's ? Does the Ho&fe e±pe^ tximcfrdinajy in«* 

4ormstiahs from tlicftn i Not in the teaft : but ih^ 

Hoofe exiled pfeafure from them, and therefore it^ 

trends ; finds it^ and therefore ai^^ves. Mr. Fitt^ 

pan:idiiiftrl3r, has vtry litde parliaaaitntary knowledge; 

his matter is generally iHiiinfy, tnd his arguments 

t>ften weak : liut his elo<^uienceisfuperl6r^ his a6lion 

Igraoefni, his enunciation juft aAd harmonious ; his 

))eriods are well turned^ and every word he makes 

tife bf is the ver^ beft^ and the moft expreffive^ that 

call be ufed in that place; This^ and not his matter, 

made him Fky-maftier, in fpite of both King and 

Minifters. Ftroih this dhiw the obVious conrdTifibn. 

The fame thing holds fufl as true in oonVerfation s 

whcte even triflfes, elegantly exprcflcd, well looked, 

and accompanied with graceful a6lion, will ever 

pleafC) beyiond all the homefpun> unadorned fenfe 

in the world. Refle<St, on cme fide, how you feel 

within yourfelf, while you are forced to fufier the 

ttdiOQs, mUddy, atid ill-turned narration of fome 

awkward fellow^ even though thie foA may be.in** 

tetefting; tod, oil the other hand, With what ptea^ 

furt you attend to thfe relation of a much lefs in^ 

terelting matter^ when elegantly eipreflcd, genteelly 

turnfcd, and gracefully delivered. By attending 

cateftilly to all thcfe agreniens in your daily conver- 

fatioh, they will become habitual to yt)U, before you 

comt into parliathent ; and you will have nothing 

then to do, b\it to raifc them a little when you 

come there. I would wifh you to be fo attentive 

to 
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t6 this bbjeA, that I would not have you fpeak to 
your footman but in the very beft words that the 
fubjeA admits of^ b* the language which it will* 
Think of ydur wordsj and df their arrangement, 
before you fpeak : choofe the moft elegant^ and place 
them in the beft order. ' Cohfult your own ear, t6 
avoid cacophony^ and, what is very near as bad^ 
monotony. Think alfo of ydur gefture and looks, 
*hen you are fpeakiftg even upon the moft trifling 
fubjeifts. The fame things^ differently exprfefled^ 
looked, and delivered, ceafe to be the fame 
thii^. The moft paflionate lover in the world can- 
lK>t make a ftronger declaration of love than th^ 
Bourgeois gentilbomme does in this happy fotm ot 
words, Mourir £ amour me fonty idle Marquife^ vos 
ii0Mx yeUx. I defy any body to fay moit ; ind yet I 
would advife nobody to fay that ; and I would re- 
commend to you, rathet to fmother arid conceal 
your pailion intirely^ than to reveal it in thefc words; 
Seriouily, this holds in everything, as well as in that 
ludicrous inftance. The Frertch, to do them juftice, 
atte;id very minutely to the purity, the cbrreftnefs^ 
and the elegancy of their flyle iii conveffation^ 4nd 
in their letters. Bien narrer is an obje<ft df theii* 
ftudy ; and j though they fothetihies carry it to affec- 
tation^ they never iink into inelegancy, which is 
much the worfe extreme of the two. Obferve them, 
and fotm your French ftyle upon theirs \ for ele- 
gancy in one language will re-produce itfelf in all« 
Vol. III. K I knew 
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I knew a young man^ who, being juft elected a meof 
ber of parliament, was laxighed al^ for being dif 
(overed, through the key-hole of his chamber-^loor, 
fpeaking to hiiofelf in the gkfsj and forming hi» 
looks and geftures*. I could not join in that hugb ;• 
but,, on the contrary, thought him much wifer than 
thofe who laughed at him ; for he knew the impor- 
tance of thofe little graces in a public aflembly ; and 
they did not. Your little perfon (which I am told 
by the way is not ill-tarned)-, wLsther in a laced coat 
or a blanket, is i^eciiically the fame; but yety I 
believe, you choofe to wear the former ; nd you are 
in the right, for the fake of pleafing more. The 
wprft-bred man i^ Europe, if a tady let faH her fan, 
would certainly take it up and give it her ; the beft«* 
bred mao in Emropc could do no mote. The dif-* 
ference however would be confid^rabk; the latter 
would pleafey by doing it gracefully; the former 
would be laughed at,, for doing it awkwardly. I re-» 
peat it, and repeat it again, and fhall never ceafe 
repeating it to you ; Air, manners, graces, ftyle^ 
elegancy, and aS thofe ornamentS) muft now be th^ 
only pbjefts of your attention.; it is now, or never^ 
that you muft. acquire them. Poftpene^ therefore, 
all other conliderations ; make them now your feriou^ 
ftudy ; you have not one moment to lofe. Th^ folid 
and the ornamental united are undoubtedly beft ; 
but, were I reduced to make an option, I ihould,, 
tviiliQut hefitation, choofe the latter* 

I hope 
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t tio{)e you affi Juoufly TrequMt Mafcel*, and 
carry ^ce^ from him ; nobody had more to fpare 
than he had formerly. Have you learned' to carve i 
tbt it h ridiculous not to carre \velL A man who 
tell* you gravely that he cannot carve, may as well 
tell you that he cannot blow his nofe; it is both as 
ncccflary and as eafy* 

Make my compliments to Lord Huntingdon, whom^ 
t love smd honour extremely, a:s 1 dare fay you do ; 
I win write to him foony though I believe he has 
hardly time to read a letter ; and my letters to thofc 
f loveare, as you know by experience, not very fhort 
dnes ; this U one proof of it, and this would have 
licen longer, if the paper had been fo. Good night 
then, my dtear child* 



LATTER CCXLIV. 

London, Feb, 28th, O, S. 1751. 
Myd^eah Friend, 

lilts epigram in Martial^ 

Nan amo /r, SaliM, net pojjum dicer € fuare f 
Hoc tantum poj/iim dicere, non amo te 5 

has puzzled a great many people, who cannot con- 
ceive how it is poffibie not to love any body, and yet 
not to know the reafon why. I think I conceive 

* At thai tita& ikt mod celebrated daaciojf^itfttftlef at Paxia. 

K 2 Martial's 
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Martial's meaning very clearly, though the nature of 
epigram, which is to be fhort, would not allow him 
to explain it more fully, and I take it to be this ; 
Sabidis^ ycu are a very worthy deferving man ; ym 
have a thoufani good qualities^ you have a great deal of 
learning; I ejleem, Ire/pe£l, but for the foul of me I 
cannot Isve youj though I cannot particularly fay why* 
Tou are not amiable t you have not thofe engaging 
manners^ thofe pkafing attentions^ tboje graces^ and that 
addrefs^ which are abfolutely neujfary^ topleafe^ though 
impoffible to define* I cannot fay it is this or that 
particular tbivg that binders me from loving you^ it is 
the whole together ; and upon the whole you are not 
agreeable. How often have I, in the courfeofmy 
life, found myfelf in this fituation, with regard to 
many of my acquaintance, whom I have honoured 
and refpefted, without being able to love. I did 
not know why, becaufe, when one is young, one 
does not take the trouble, nor allow one's felf th©^ 
time, to analyfe one's fentiments, and to trace them 
up to their fource. But fubfequent obfervation and 
refle<5lion have taught me why. There is a man, 
whofe moral character, deep learning, and fuperror 
parts, I acknowledge, admire, and refpe£t; but 
whom it is fo impoffible for me to love, that I am 
almoft in a fever whenever, I am in his company. 
His figure (without being deformed) feems made to 
difgrace or ridicule the common ftrufture of the 
human body. His legs and arms are never in the 
pofition which, according to the fituation of hii 
body, they ought to be in, but confiantly.employed 

ia 
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in committing e&s of hoftility upon the Graces^ He 
throws any where, but down his throat, whatever 
he means to drink, and only mangles what he 
means to carve. Inattentive to all the regards of 
focial life, he miftimes or mifplaces every thing. He 
difputes with heat, and indifcriminately, mindlcfs 
of the rank, charader, and fituation of thofe with 
whom he difputes : abfolutely ignorant of the feveral 
gradations of femiliarity or refpeft, he is exactly the 
fame to his fuperiors, his equals, and his inferiors ; 
and therefore, by a ncceflary confequence, abfurd to 
two of the three. Is it poflible to love fuch a man ? 
No. The utmoft I can do for him, is to confider him 
as a refpeftable Hottentot. 

I remember that, when I came from Cambridge, I 
had acquired, among the pedants of that illiberal Sc* 
minary, a faucinefs of literature, a turn to fatire and 
contempt, and a ftrong tendency to argumentation 
and contradiAion. But I had been but a very little 
while in the world, before I found that this would 
by no means do ; and I immediately adopted the op- 
polite chj^raAer : I concealed what learning I had ; I 
applauded often without approving ; and I yielded 
commonly,, without convi6lion. Suaviter in modo 
was my Law and my Prophets : and if I pleafed (be- 
tween you and me) it was much more owing to that 
than to any fuperior knowledge or merit of my own. 
A propoSy the word pleafing puts one always in mind 
of Lady Hervey : pray tell her, that I declare her 
rcfponfible to me for your pleafing : that I confider 
her as a pleafing ^alftafF, who not only pleafes, her- 

K 5 felf. 
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felf, but is the caufe of pl^ag in others ; tkat I 
know fhe can make- any thing of anybody $ andthat^ 
as your governefs, if iha does not make you pleafe^ 
it muft be only becwfe (he will not^ and not because 
fh^ cannot. I hope you are du bois dont on en fait ; 
and if foy ihe is fo good a fcuiptor^ that I am fure> 
Ihe can give you wiuuterer fiwm fee pkafes. A vcrr 
&tility of manners is 4s necefilury in feciaij, as a yer- 
fatility of part& is in political li£e. One nauft often 
yields in wder to prevail ; one mufl: humble one's 
felf^i to be exalted ; one muft, like &t. Faul^ beoom«: 
all things to ^11 men, to gai^ fome ; and (by the way) 
men are tak^ by tjlie fame means^ muiatis mutandis^ 
that women are gained ; by gendbnefs, inlinuation^ 
and fubmiiiion : and thefe lines of Mr. Dryden m\\ 
hold to a Minifter 48 well as to ^ Miftreia t 

The prpftrate lover, when he loweft Hcs, 
But j&oops to con<}uer> aod but kneels to ri£b. 

In th^ courfe of the world, the qualifications of tha 
camelepn are often neceffary i nay, they muft ba 
carried a little farther, and exerted a little fooner ; • 
for you ftxould, to a certain degree, tal^e the hue of 
cither the man or the wom^in that you want, and 
wifh tp be upon term§ with. J prapos ; Have you 
yet found out at Paris any friendly and hofpitable 
Madame de Lurfay, qui vsui bienje charger dufoinde 
vous iduquer ? And have you had any occafion of 
reprefentingto her, qu'ellejaifott done des ntzuds ? But 
I alk your pardon. Sir, for the abruptnefs of the 
qucftion, ail aclo^owledge that I am meddling with 
, matters 
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m«tten that are out of my departmtot However, 
in matters of iefs importance, I defire to be ^ ifos 
jetTBtM lefidiU dipofit4ire. Truft me with th^ gfcneral^ 
turn and colour of your amufements at Paris. Is it 
k fracas du grand mondey comedies^ bals^ operas y conKf 
f^c. f Or is it des petiies Jccietes^ m<Hns bruUntei, mats 
fas pour cela moins agreables ? Where are you thd 
moft etabli ? Where are you le petit Stanhcpe ? Vottz 
VQUS encore jour ^ a quelque arrangement bonnite? Have 
you made any acquaintances among the young 
frenchmen who ride at your Academy ; and who 
are they ? Send me this fort of chit-chat in yoUr let- 
ters, which, by the bye, I wifh you would honour 
me with fomewhat oftener. If you frequent any of 
the myriads of polite EngUlhmen who infeft Paris, 
who are they ? Have you finiflied with Abb€ Nolct, 
and arc you aufait of all the properties and efFedls of 
air ? Were I inclined to quibble, I would fay, thjlt 
the effefts of 4/r, at leaft, are beft to be learned of 
MarceU If you have quite done with T Abbd Noldt, 
aik my friend TAbb^ Sallier to recommend to you 
fome meagre philomath, to teach ydu a little geome- 
try and aftronomy ; not enough to abforb your at* 
tention, and puzzle your intelleAs, but only enough, 
not to be groflly ignorant of either. I have of late 
been a fort of an afironome malgre vioi, by bringing 
Jaft Monday into the Houfe of Lords a bill for re- 
forming our prefent Qilendar, and taking the New 
Style. Upon which occafion I was obliged to talk 
fome aftronomical jargon, of which I did not under- 
hand one Word, but got it by heart, and fpoke it 
K 4 by 
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Ijy rote from a mafter. I wiflied that I had known 
a litde iporc of it myfelf : and fo much I wouki 
have you know. But the great and neccflary know* 
ledge of all is, to know yourfelf and others:"' thU 
j^owledge requires great attention and long expe-^ 
rience; exert the former, wd may ypu have the 
latter ! Adieu, 

P. S, I haye this moment received your letters of 
the 27th February, and the ad March, N. S, The 
feal Iball be done as foon as p.offible. lam glad 
th^t you ace employed in Lord Albemarle's bureau ; 
it will teach you, at l?aft, the fnechanical part of 
that bulinefs, fuch as folding, entering, and doc* 
keting letters ; for you muft jiot imagine that you are 
let into xh,tjinfin of the correfpondence, nor indeed 
is it fit that you Ihould, at your age. However, ufc 
yourfelf to fecrecy as to the letters you either rea^ o\ 
write, that in time you may be trufted with, ficret^ 
veryfecret^ fefarate^ apart ^ 6fr. I am fprry that this 
bulinefs interferes with your riding; I hop$ it is but 
feldom ; but I infill upon its not interfering with 
your dancing-mafter, who is at this time the moft 
yfeful and neceflary o( all the matters you have QX 
cap h^ve^ 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCXLV; 

My dear Friend, 

I MENTIONED to you, fome time ago, afenteiice, 
which I would moft earneftly wifti you always to 
retain in .your thoughts, and obferve in your con- 
dixA I it is fuaviter in moJo, forister in r€. I do not 
know any one rule fo unexceptionably ufeful and ne- 
ceflary in every part of life, I ihall therefore take it 
for my text to-day ; and,' as old men love preaching, 
And I have fome right to preach to you, I here pre*r 
fent you with my fermon upon thefe words. To pro* 
ireed then regularly and pulpiicaUf ; I will firft (how 
you, my beloved, the ncceflary connexion of the 
two members of my text, fuaviter in modoi fortiter 
in re. In the next place, I fhall fet forth the ad- 
vantages and utility refulting from a ftridl obfervance 
pf the precept contained in my text ; and conclude 
with an application of the whole. The fiuiviter in 
piodo alone would degenerate and iink« into amean^ 
timid qomplaifance, and pailivenefs, if not fupported 
^d dignified by the fortiter in re ; which would alfo 
run into impetuofity and brutality, if not tempered 
and foftened by xht fuaviter in modo : however, they 
are feldom united. The warm, choleric man, with 
^ong animal fpirits, defpifes the fuavitir in mado^ 
and thinks to carry all before him by thcfortit^r in 
r(. He may ppffibly, by great accident, now and 

then 
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then fucceed, when he has only weak and timid 
people to deal with ; but his general fate will be, to 
Ihock, offend, be hEted, and fail. On the other 
hand, the cunning, crafty man thinks to gain all 
his ends by the/uavifir in modo only : he becom§s all 
things to all men ; he feems to have no opinion of his 
own, and fervilely adopts the prefent opinion of the 
prefent perfon ; he infinuates himfelf only into the 
cfteem of fools, but is foon detected, and furely 
defpifed by every body clfe. The wife man 
(who differs as much from the cunning, as 
from the choleric man) alone joins the fuawtir 
in m9do with the foriiter in re. Now to the ad- 
vantages arifing from the ftriA obfervance of thii 
precept : 

If you are in authority, and have a right to com-^ 
mand, your commands delivered fuaviterin modo will 
be willingly, chcarfully, and confequently well 
obeyed ; whereas, if given only fcrtiter^ that i& 
brutally, they will rather, as Tacitus fays, be in- 
terpreted than executed. For my own part, if I 
bid my footman bring me a glafs of wine, in a 
rough, infulting manner, I fhould expeift that, in 
obeying me, he would contrive to fpill fome df it 
vpon me ; and I am fure I Ihould deferve it. A 
cool, fteady refolution fhould (how, that where you 
have a right to command, you will be obeyed ; but, 
at the fame time, a gentlenefs in the manner of en- 
forcing that obedience Ihould make it a chearful 
one, and foften, as much as poffible, the morti- 
fying confcioufnefs of inferiority. If ygu are to alk 
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a fayoor, or even to folicit; your due, you muft do it 
fuaviter in modo, or you will give thofe, who have a 
mind to refufe you eith^r^ a pretence to do it, by 
fefenting the manDer ; but, on the other hand, you 
muftj by a fteady perfeverance and. decent tenaciouf- 
pefs, fhow xhtfortitir in rf . The right motives are 
feldom the true ones of men's a<5li<Mi8, efpeciaUy of 
Kings, minillers, and people in high ftations; who 
often give to importunity and fear, what they would 
jrefufe to juftice or to merit. By ihtfuaviiir in moda 
engage their h^rtg, if you can ; at leaft, prevent 
the pretence Qf offence : but take care to ihow 
enough of iktfortiter in re to extort from their love of 
eafe, or their fear, what you might in vain hope for 
from their juftice 6r good-nature. People in high 
life are harden^ to the wants and difbeflfes of man* 
Jdnd, as furgeons are to their bodily pains ; they fee 
and hear of them all day long, and even of fo many 
Emulated ones, that they do not know which are 
real, and which not. Other fentiments are there-^ 
fore to be applied to, than thofe of mere juftice and 
humanity ; their favour muft be captivated by the 
Juaviter in modo ; their love of eafe difturbcd by un- 
wearied importunity, or their fears wrought upon by 
|i decent intimation of implacable, cool refentment : 
this is the true fortiier in r<. This precept is the 
only way I know in the world, of being loved with- 
out being defpifed, and feared without being h^ted. 
It conftitutes the dignity of character, which every 
wife man tnuft ei^deavour to eftabUfli. 

Now 
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Now to apply what has been faid, and fo con* 
elude. . 

If you find that you have a haftincfs in your tem- 
per, which unguardedly breaks out into indifcreet 
iallies, or rough expreflions, to either your fuperiors, 
your equals, or your inferiors, watch it narrowly, 
check it carefully, and call the fuaviter in modo to 
your affiftance : at the firft impulfe of paflion be 
filent, till you can be foft. Labour even to get the 
command of your countenance fo well, that thofc 
emotions, may not be read in it ; a moil unfpeakable 
advantage in bufinefs ! On the other hand, let no 
qomplaifance, no gentlenefs of temper, no weak de* 
lire of pleafing on your part, no wheedling, coax- 
ing, nor flattery, • on other people's, make you re- 
cede one jot from any point that reafon and prudence 
have bid you purfue ; but return to the charge, per- 
fift, perfevere, and you will find moft thirtgs attain- 
able that are poffible. A yielding, timid meeknefs 
is always abufed and infulted by the unjuft and the 
Unfeeling ; but, when fuftained by the fortitir in re^ 
is always refpeded, commonly fuccefsful; In your 
friendfhips and connexions, as well as in your en- 
mities, this rule is particularly ufeful; let your 
firmnefs JUid vigour preferve and invite attachments 
to you ; but, at the fame time, let your manner 
hinder the enemies of your friends and dependents 
from becoming yours : let your enemies be difarmed 
by the gentlenefs of your manner, but let them 
feel, at the fame time, the fteadinefs of your juft 
refentment; for there is great difference between 

bearing 
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bearing malice, which Is always ungenerous, and a 
refolute felf-defcnce, which is always prudent and 
juilifiable. In pegociations with foreign miniilers, 
remember the fort tier in re; give up no point, ac- 
cept of no expedient, till the utmoft neceffity re- 
duces you to it, and even then difpute the ground, 
inch by inch ; but then, while you. arc contending 
with the mmi&cT fortiter in re^ remember to gain the 
man by the fuaviter in tnodo. If you engage hi» 
iieart, you have a fair chance for impofing upoji his 
underftanding, and determining his will. Tell Kim, 
in a frank, gallant manner, that your mini^lerial 
wrangles do not leffen your perfonal regard for his 
merit; but that, on the contrary, his zeal and 
ability, in the fer\'ice of his mafter, increafe it ; and 
that, of all things, you defire to make a good friend 
of fo.good a fervant. By thefe. means you may and 
will very often be a gaintr, you never can be a lofer. 
Some people cannot gain upon themfelves to be eafy 
and civil to thofe who are either their rivals, com- 
petitors, or oppofers, though, independently of 
thole accidental circumftances, they would like and 
eileem them. They betray a fhynefs and an awk- 
wardnefs in company with them, and catch at any 
litde thing to expofe them ; and fo, from temporary 
and only occaiional opponents, make them their 
perfonal enemies. This is exceedingly weak and 
detrimental, as, indeed, is all humour in bulinefs ; 
which can only be carried on fuccefsfuUy, by un- 
adulterated good policy and right reafoning. In fuch 
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lituations I would be more particularly and nobtement 
civil, cafy, and. frank with the man whofc defigns 
I travcrfcd ; this is commonly called gcncrofity and 
magnanimity, but is, in troth, good fenfe and 
policy. The manner is often as important as the 
matter, fomctimcs more fd ; a favour may make an 
enemy, and an injury may make a friend, accordmg 
to the different manner in which they are feverally 
done. The conntenance, the addrefs, the words, 
the enunciation^ the graces, add great efficacy to 
iSnt fuaviter in modo^ and great dignity to tht fortiter 
in re; and confequentiy they deferve the utmoft 
attention. 

From what has been fiiid, I conchide with this 
obferration. That gentlenefs of manners, with firm- 
nefs of mind, is a fhort, but fuU defcription of 
human perfection, on this iide of religious and 
moral duties. That you tnay be fcridufly con- 
vinced of diis truth, anrf fhow it in your life and 
converfation, is the moft fincere and ardent wifh of 
yours-! 
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LETTER CCXLVL 

London, March the nth, O. S. 1751. 

My dear Friend, 

1 RECEIVED by the laft poft a letter from Abb6 
Guafco, in which he joina his reprcfentations to thofe 
of Lord Albemarle, againft your remaining any 
latter in your very bad lodgings at the academy ; 
and, as I do not find that any advantage can arife to 
*you from being inierne in an academy, which i$ 
full as far from the riding-houfe, and from all your 
other maftets, as your lodgings will probably be, I 
agree to your removing to an hotel garni ; the Abb6 
will help you to find one, its I defire him by the tn- 
clofed, which you will give him. I mufl, however, 
annex one condition to your going into private lodg- 
ings, which is, an abfolute exclufioa of EngKih 
breakfafts and fuppers at them ; the former confume 
the whole morning, and the latter employ the even- 
ings very ill, in fenfelefs toafting a la Artgkifs in their 
infernal claret. You will be fure to go to the rid- 
ing-houfe as often as poffible, that is, whenever your 
new bufinefs at Lord Albemark's does not hinder 
you. But, at all events, I infift upon your nevei 
tniifing Marcel, who is at prefent o^ moreconfc- 
quence to you than all the bureaus in Europe ; fov 
this is the time for you to acquire tous ees petits rienSf 
which, though in an arithmetical account, added 
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to one another ad infinitum^ they would amount t6 
nothing, in the [account of the world, amount to ^ 
^reat and impottaot fUm. Les agremens dt les graces^ 
without which you will never be any thing, are 
abfolutely made up of all thofe riens^ which are more 
calily felt than defcribed. By the way, you may 
take your lodgings for one whole year certain, by 
which means you may get them much cheaper ; for 
though I intend to fee you here in lefs than a year, 
it will be but for a little time, and you will returrt 
to Paris again," where I intend you Ihall ftay till the 
. end of April twelve-month, 1752; at which time^ 
provided you have got all la folitejft^ Us nianieres^ 
let attentiom^ et les graces du beau monde^ I fhall 
place you in fome bufinefs fuitable to your'deftina-' 
tion. 

I have received, at laft, your prefcnt of the car-^ 
ton, from Dominichino, by Blanch^t. It is very* 
finely done ; it is pity that he did not take in all the 
figures of the original. I will hang it up, where it 
fliall be your own again fome time or other. 

Mr. Harte is returned inperfeft health from Corn- 
wall, and has taken poilellion of his pfebendal houfef 
at Windfor, which is a very .pretty one. As I darer 
fay you will always feel, I hope you will always ex- 
prefs, the ftrongeft fentiments of gratitude and friend- 
ihip for him. Write to him frequently, and attend- 
to the letters you receive from him. He fliall be 
with us at Blackheath, alias Babioley all the timef 
that I propofe you fliall be there, which I believe^ 
will be the month of Auguft next. 

Havix^ 
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Hating thus mentioned to yoa the ptobable time 
•f oar meeting) I will prepare you a little for it. 
Hatred, jealoufy, or en\-y, make moft people atten- 
tive to difcover the leaft defeAs of thofc they do 
not love ; they rejoice at every new difcovery they 
make of that kind, and take care to publiih it. 
I thank God, I do not know what thofe three un- 
generous paflions are, having neve^ felt them in my 
own breaft ; but love has juft the fame efFe(5l upoii 
me, except that I conceal, inftead of publishing, the 
defe6ls which my attention makes me difcover in 
thofe I love. I curioufly pry into them ; I analyfc 
them; and, wiihrng either to find them perfecSl:, or 
to nuUce them fo, nothing efcapes me, and I foon 
difcover every the leaft gradation towards or front 
that perfeAion. You muft, therefore, expeft the 
moft critical examen that ever any body underwent : 
I Ihall difcover your leaft, as well as your gfcatcft 
defers, and I fhall very freely tell you of them, Non 
quod odio habeamj fid quod ametru But I fhall tell 
them you the-a-teie, and as Mr/>, not as Demta ; and 
I well tell them to nobody elfe. I think it but fair to 
inform you before-hand, where I fufpeA that my 
criticifms are likely to fall ; and that is more upon 
the outward, than u|>on the inward man : I neither 
fofpe A your heart nor your head ; but, to be plaiii 
with you, I have a ftrange diftruft of your air, your 
addrefs, your manners, your iournurey and particu- 
larly of your enunciation and elegancy of fl)^le. Thefe 
will be all put to the trial ; for, while you are with 
me, you muft do the honours of my houfe and table. 

Vol. hi. L the 
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the leaft inaccuracy or inelegancy will not efcape mc; 
as you will find by a look at the time, and by a rc- 
monft ranee afterwards when we are- alone. You wiH 
fee a great deal of company of all forts at Babioky 
and particularly foreigners. Make, therefore, in the 
rnean time, all thefe exterior and ornamental quali- 
fications your peculiar care, and difappoint all my 
imaginary fchemes of criticifm. Some authors have 
criticifed their own works firft, in hopes of hinder- 
ing others from doing it afterwards : but then they 
do it themfelves wirfi fo much tendernefs and par- 
tiality fpr their own produftion, that not only the 
prodndtion itfelf, but the preventive criticifm, is 
criticifed. lam not one of thofe authors ;^ but, on 
the contrary, my feverity increafes with my fondnefs 
for my work ; and if j^qu will but eifeftually correft 
^11 the faults I {hall find, I will infure you from all 
fubJcqiicnt criticifms from other quarters. 

Are you got a little into the interior, into the 
conftitution of things at Paris ? Have j^ou feen what 
you have feen thoroughly ? For, by the way, few 
people fee what they fee, or hear what they hear. 
For example ; if you go to les Invalidesy do you con- 
tent yourlelf with feeing the building, the hall where 
three or four hundred cripples dine, and the galleries 
where they lie ; or do you inform yourfelf of the 
numbers, the conditions of their admiffion, their al* 
lowance, the val^ie and nature of the fund by which 
the whole is fupported f This latter I call feeing; 
the former is only flaring. Many people take the 
ppporLunity of .^i vacanc^s^ to gq and fee the empty 
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rooms, where the feveral chambers of the parliament 
did fit ; which rooms are exceedingly like* all other 
large rooms ; when you go there, let it be when they 
are full ; fee and hear what is doing in them ; learn 
their refpedtive conftitutions, jurifdidlions, objefts, 
and methods of proceeding ; hear fome caufes tried 
in every one of the different chambers, Approfondijfex 
kschofes. 

I am glad to hear that you are* fo well at Marquis 
dc St. Germain's *, of whom I he^r a very good 
charaAer. How are you with the other foreign Mi- 
niflers at Paris ? Do you frequent the Dutch Embaf- 
fador or Embaffadrefs ? Have you any footing at the 
Ntlncio's, or at the Imperial or Spanifh EmbafTadors ? 
It is ufeful. Be more particular, in your letters to 
me, as to your manner of paffing your time, and the 
company you keep. Where do you dine and fup 
often ? whofe houfe is moft your home. Adieu. 
Les graces y ks graces. 

* At that time EmbafTador from the King of Sardinia at the 
Court of France. 
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liondon, March the i8A, O. S. i75r. 
My dear Friend, 

I ACQUAINTED you in a former letter, ^^«t I 
))ad brought a biil .into th^ Hopfe of Jjo^d$ fpr cpr*> 
f^i^ing and |:efQrQ3ing our pre£;nt c^lrada^, w^iich ij} 
the Julian ; and for adopting th^ Gregorian, I wiU 
no\y give you a more particular account of thf^t f^iri 
from which re£e(Slioos will q^turally oQfw to you, 
th^t .1 hope m^y be ufeful, an4 which I hsLT you 
^^ve pot m^de. It was notorious, ^hat the JuJi^ 
calendar was erroneous, ai^d h^d ovfurch^g^ ^9 
(o^r year with 4p^^ d^ys. Popp Gcegciry t^ \^^ 
corre($ied thi& error ; his refoiniied cilei^dar W94 ^^^ 
mediately received by all the Q^ho^i^ Fpw^ o( 
Europe, and afterwards adopted by all the Protefiant 
one?, except Rufl^a, ^weden, aiid Efig\g#d. Jj^ was 
not, in my opinion, very honourable ^ Eng^iiAcI 
to remain in a grofs and ayowed error, efpecially in 
fuch company ; the inconveniency of it was likewife 
felt by all thofe who had foreign correfpondences, 
whether political or mercantile. I determined, therc-^ 
fore, to attempt the reformation ; I confuUed the 
beft lawyers, and the moft Ikilful aftronomers, and 
we cooked up a bill for that purpofe. But then my 
liifficulty began : I was to bring in this bill, which 
wa§ neceflarily compofed of law jargon and aftro* 
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Aomical cafculations, to both which I im an utter 
ftfanger. However, it was abfolutely neceffary to 
&akc the Houfe of Lords think that 1 knew fom^-* 
thing of the matter ^ andaMb, to make them beltete 
l&ft they kni^w fomething of it themfelre^, which? 
tfcey do hot. For my own part, I could juft as foOflf 
have talked Celtic or Sclavonian to them, as aftfo- 
Aomy, and they Would have underftood me full as . 
well : fo I refolved to do better than fpeak to the 
purpofe, and to pleafe inftead of informing them* 
i gave them, therefore, only an hiftorical account of 
calendars, from the Egyptian down to the Grego* 
rian, amufing them now aiid then with little epifodes; 
but I was pjtrticularly attentive to the choice of my 
wordis, to the harmony and roundnefs of my periods, 
fo my elocutibn, to my atStion. Thisfucceeded, and 
ivct will fucceed ; they thought I informed^ becaufe 
1 pTekfed them : and many of them faid, that I had- 
made the whole very clear to them; when, Godr 
knows, I had not even attempted it. Lord Mac- , 
clesfield, who had the greateft fliare in forming the 
bill, and who is one of the greateft mathematicians 
and aftronomers in Europe, fpoke afterwards with 
infinite knowledge, and all the clcarnefs that fd in- 
tricate a matter could admit of: but as his woi'ds, 
his periods, and his utterance, were not near' fo good 
as mine, the preference was moft unanimoufly, though 
moft-unjuftly, given to me. This will ever be the 
Cafe ; every numerous aflembiy is mobj let the indi- 
viduals who compofe it be what they will. Mere 
reafon and good fenfe is never to be talked to a mob : 
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their paffiohs, their fcntiments, therr fenfcs, and 
their feeming interefts, are alone to be applied to. 
Underftanding they have colle6lively none ; but they 
have ears and eyes, which muft be flattered and fe- 
duced;.and this can only be done by eloquence, 
tuneful periods, graceful adion, and all the various 
parts of oratory. 

; When you come into the Houfe of Commons, if 
you imagine that fpeaking plain and unadorned fenfc 
and reafon will do your bufinefs, you will find your- 
fclf moft grofsly miftaken. As a fpeaker, you will 
be ranked only according to your eloquence, and by. 
no means according to your matter ; every body 
knows the matter almoft alike, but few can adorn it. 
I was early convinced of the importance and powers 
of eloquence ; and from that moment I applied my- 
felf to it. I refolved not to utter one word, even in 
common converfation, that Ihould not be tl^e moft 
ekpreffive, and tlie. moft elegant, that the language 
could fiipply me with for that purpofe ; by which 
means I have acquired fuch a certain degree of ha- 
bitual eloquence, that I muft now really take fome 
pains, if I would exprefs myfelf very inelegantly. 
I want to inculcate this known truth into ydu, which 
you feem by no means to be convinced of yet. That 
ornaments are at prefcnt your only obje<5ls. YoujP 
folc bufinefs now is to fliine, not to weigh. Weight 
without luftre is lead. You had better talk trifles 
elegantly to the moft trifling woman, than coarfc 
inelegant fenfe to the moft folid man : you had bet- 
ter return a dropped fan gcnteely, than give a thou- 
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fand pounds awkwardly : and you had better refufe 
a favour gracefully, than grant it clumfily. Manner 
is all, in every thing t it is by Manner only that you 
Can pleafc, and confcquently rile. All your Greek 
^ill never advance you from Secretary to Envoy, or 
frorti Envoy to Embaffador ; but your addrefs, your 
manner, your air, if good, very probably may. 
Marcel can be of much more ufe to you than Arif- 
totle. I would, upon my word, much rather that 
you had Lord Bolingbroke*s ftyle and eloquence, in 
fpeaking and writing, than all the learning of the 
Academy 'of Sciences, the Royal Society, and the 
two Univerfities united. 

Having mentioned LordBolingbroke's ftyle, which 
IS, undoubtedly, infinitely fuperior to any body's ; 
I would have you read his works, which you have, 
over and over again, with particular attention to his 
ftyk. Tranfcribe, imitate, emulate it, if poflible : 
that would be of real ufe to you in the Houfe of 
Commons, in negotiations, in converfation ; with 
that, you mayjuftly hope topleafe, to perfuade, to 
feduce, to impofe ; and you will fail in thofe articles,. 
in proportion as you fall fhort of it. Upon the whole, 
lay afidc, during your year's refidence at Pari?, all 
thoughts of all that dull fellows call folid, and exert 
your utmoft care to acquire what people of fafhion 
call fliining. Prenez Nclat et U brillant (Tun galant 
bomme. 

Among the commonly called little things, to which 
you do not attend, your hand-writing is one, which 
is indeed Ihamefully bad, and illiberal ; it is neither 
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the hand of a man of bufinefs, nor of a gentleman, 
but of a truant fchool-boy ; as foon, therefore, a$ you 
have done with Abbe Nojct, pray get an excellent 
writing-mafter (fince you think that you cannot teach 
yourfelf to write what hand you pleafe), and let him 
teach you to write a genteel, legible, liberal hand,, 
and quick ; not the hand of a procureur^ or a writing- 
mafter, but that fort of hand in which the firft Commii 
in foreign bureaus ' commonly write : for I tell you 
truly, that were I Lord Albemarle, nothing ihould 
repiain in my bureau^ written in your prefent hand. 
From hand to arms the tranfition is natural ; is the 
carriage and motion of your arms fo too ? The mo- 
tion of the arms is the moft material part of a man's 
air, efpecially in dancing ; the feet are not near fo 
material. If a man dances well from the waift up- 
wards, wears his hat well, and moves his head pro- 
perly, he dances well. Do the women fay that you 
drefs well ? for that is neceffary too for a young fel- 
low. Have you un ^out vif^ or a paffion for any body ? 
I do not afk for whom. An Iphigenia would both 
giA^e you the defire, and teach you the means to 
pleafe. 

In a fortnight or three weeks you will fe^ Sir 
Charles Hotliam' at Paris, in his way to Touloufo^ 
where he is to ftay a year or two. Pray be very civil 
to him, but do not carry him into company, except 
prefenting him to Lord Albemarle ; for, as he is not 
to ftay at Paris above a week, we do not defire that 
he fliould tafte of that diffipation : you may fhow him 
a play and an opera. Adieu^ my dear child* 

LETTER 
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Lcsidon^ March z$i!tif O.S. 1751. 

Dbar Boy^ 

vV HAT a happy period of your life is- this ! Plea- 
fure is now^ and ought to be, your bufinefs. While 
you were younger, . dry rules, and unconnected 
words, were the unpleafant objedls of your labours^ 
When you grow older, the anxiety, the vexations, 
the difappointments^ infepaiable from public bu(l-> 
nefs, will require the greateft fliare of your time and 
attention ; your pleaiurcs may, indeed, conduce to 
your buiinefs, and your bufinefs will quicken your 
pleafures; but flill your time muft, at leaft, be di- 
vided : whereas now it is wholly your own, and can** 
not be fo well employed as in the pleafures of a gen« 
tleman. The world is now the only book you want, 
and almoft the only one you ought to read : that 
neceliary book can only be read in company, in pub- 
lic places^ at meals, and in nielUs. You muft be in 
the pleafures, in order to learn the manners of good 
company. In premeditated, or in formal bufincls, 
people conceal, or at leaft endeavour u> conceal^ 
tlijsir cbara&ers; whereaa pleafures difcover them, 
and the heart breaks out through the guard of the 
undcrftanding. Thofc are often propitious moments, 
for Ikiiful negotiators to improve. In yoiur defti« 
nation particularly, the able conduct of pleafurea 
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is of infinite ufe : to keep a good table^ and ta da 
the honours of it gracefully, and fur le ton de la 
bonne compagnie^ is abfolutely neceflary ftfr a foreign 
minlfter. There is a certain light table chit-chat^ 
ufeful to keep off improper and too ferious fub* 
je<Sls, which is only to he learned in the pleaftrres 
of good company. In truth, it may be trifling ; 
but, trifling as it is, a man of parts and experi- 
ence of the world will give an agreeable turn to 
it. Uart de badiner agreablement is by no means to 
be defpifed. 

An engaging addrefs, and turn to gallantry, is 
often of very great fervice to foreign minifl:ers- 
Women have, diredlly or indirectly, a good deal 
to fay in mofl: Courts. The late Lord StjaflTord 
governed, for a confiderable time, the Court of 
Berlin, and made his own fortune, by being well 
with Madame de Wartemberg, the firft King of 
Pruflia's miftrefs. I could name many other rnftancel 
of that kind . That fort of agreeable caquet de femmes^ 
the neceffary forerunners of clofer conferences, iJ 
only to be got by frequenting women of the firft 
fafliion, €t qui donnent le ton. Let every other book 
then give way to this great and neceffary book the 
World ; of which there are fo many various read- 
ings, tl^t it requires a great deal of time and atten- 
tion to underfl:and it weH : contrary to all other 
books, you ihikfl not ftay at home, but go abroad to 
read it; and, when you feek it abroad, you will not 
find it in bQokfeUers' Ihops and flails, but in Courts^ 
in h6telsy\ at entcrtaiiMnents, ballsy aflfemblies, fpee«- 
. ; tacle»j, 
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tacles, &c. Put yourfelf upon the foot of an eafy, 
domeftic, but polite familiarity and intimacy, in the 
• fevcral French huufes to which you have been intro- 
duced. Cultivate them, frequent them, and Ihow 
adefire,of becoming enfant de la maijon. Get ac- 
quainted as much as you can with les gens de cour: 
and obferve, carefully, how politely they can differ, 
and how civilly they can hate ; how . eafy and idle 
they can feem in the multiplicity of their bulinefs ; 
and how they can lay hold of the proper moments to 
carry it on, in the midft of their pleafures. Courts, 
alone, teach verfi^tility and politenefs ; for there is 
no living there without them. Lord Albemarle has, 
I hear, and am very glad of it, put you into the 
hands of Meffieurs de Bifly. Profit by that, and 
beg of them to let you attend them in all the com- 
panies of Verfailles and Paris. One of them, at leafl, 
will naturally carry you to Madame de la'Valiere, 
unkfs.he is difcarded by this time, and Gelliot* 
retaken. Tell them frankly, que vous chercbez a vous 
former^ que vous etes en mains de mail res, sUh veulent 
Yien sen donner la peine. Your profeflion has this 
agreeable peci^liarity in it, which is, that it is con- 
neifted with, and promoted by pleafures ; and it is 
the only one, in which a thorough knowledge of the 
world, polite manners, and an engaging addrefs, are 
abfolutely neceflary. If a lawyer knows his law, a 
parlbn his divinity, and ?^ financier his calculations,- 
each may make a figure and a fortune in his profef-? 

♦ A famous Opera-finger at Parw. 

-fion. 
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licfH, without great knowledge of the Wdrld, aod 
withdut the martnert of Geiitlemcii. But youf pto* 
feflidti thrown you iiito all the intrigues, and Cabals^ 
is welt as pteafures, of Courts : in thofe wiiidiiigft 
and labyrinths, a knowledge of the world, a difcern- 
toent of charadler^, a ftipplencfs anfd verfatility of 
mind, and an elegancy of mamiers| muft be yoM 
due : you fnuft know how to footh and lull the 
monfters that guard, and how to addrefs and gaiil 
th^ hit that keep, the golden fleece. Thefe arc thf 
arts and the accompliftimcnts abfolutely Aetefhtf 
for a foreign minifter ; in which it ftiuA be owfted, 
to our fhame, that moft othef nations 6ut-do the 
Efigliih ; and, cateris paribus, a French minifter will 
get the better of an Englifti one, at any third Court 
in Europe. The French having fomething more 
lianty more infinuating and engaging in their mail* 
tier, than we have. An Englifh minifteif fhall hdv« 
refided feven years at a Court, without liaving madd 
any ope perfoaal connexion thefe, or without being 
intimate ^d domeftic iti any one houfe. Ht id 
always the Englifh minifter, and never nattoaliaed^ 
He receives his orders, demands an audience, writer 
an ^count of it to his Court, and his btiiinefs ii 
dcwic. A Pretich miniftet, on the contrary, has not 
been fix Weeks at a court, without having, by a 
thoufand little attentions, infinuated himfelf into 
fome degree of favour with the Prince, his wife, 
his miftrefs, his favourite, and his minifter. H^ 
has eftabliftied himfelf upon a familiar ahd domcftic 
footings in a dozen of the beft houfes of the place, 

where 
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wh?re he I»s accttftoni^jd thQ people te be not only 
^^fy, biit upgiMjdcd before him ; h^ makes Kimfelf 
at hoixiQ there, »n4 they thin^ him fo. By thefe 
m^^uas he knows the i^iterior of thofc Cpurt?^ an4 
CW ilm^ft wfite prophecies to his own, from the 
knowledge he has of the eharadlers, the humours^ 
thortiilities, q? th^ weaknefles, of tbei a<ftars. Th^ 
Cardinal d'Offat was looked upon at Rome aa an 
Italian* and not as a French C^dinal } and Monfienr 
d'Avaux, wherever he wtat, was never CQnlidere4 
G^ a forei^ tpinifter, bnt as a native, and a perfonal 
{jrien4- Mere plain Wtky (enfe, and kftowledgfi 
i^ill by no m^afi? do alone in Courts ; zgt and ornar* 
Q\ent9 Qifft come to their ^i^i&afice. Hu^ouia 
tfijoJSt be flattered ; tjbe mOia i^n^r^f^ mnft be £bi^ 
died ^4 known : confidence acquired by fee^nung 
franknefs, and profited of by fitent ikill. Andji 
above all, you muft gain and engage the heart, 
to betray the underftanding to you. Ha tibi erunt 

The death of the Prince of Wales, who was more 
beloved for his yfl^ility 9fii gQo4-n»ture, than 
efteemed for his fleadinefs and condudl, has given 
co^g^i ^ fl^any, vxd, apprqhe^^^ons to alL The 
great diiSFerence of age in the King and Prince 
George, prcfents the profpeA of a minority ; a dif- 
48^«e%b^ piofpedk for any nation V But ^ k to bn 
hQ9i^\ wd: i% moft probable, that the. !^ng> who i* 
ap» p^«fe<^ t^towT^oS bisrl^t^ Q^ifli^^afiban, maf) 
ljfVi& «ft fe« hi» g«an#)n of ^agc« He i^ (m^Qy^ 

«moft 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



158 LORD chesterfield's LETTERS 

a moft hopeful boy ; gentle and good-natured, with 
good found fenfe. This event has made all forts of 
people here hiftorians, as well as politicians. Our 
hiftories are rummaged for all the particular cifcum- 
ftances of the fix minorities we have had fince the 
Conqueft, viz. thofe of Henry III, Edward III, 
Richard 11, Henry VI, Edward V, and Edward VI; 
and the reafonings, the fpeculations, the conjec- 
tures, and the prediftions, you will eafily imagine, 
muft be innumerable and endlefs, in this nation, 
where every porter is a confummate politician. 
DoAor Swift fays, very humoroufly, ** Every 
** man knows that he underftands religion and poli- 
'* tics, though he never learned them ; but many 
** people are confcious they do not underftand many 
** other fcicnces, from having never learned them.** 
Adieu. 



LETTER CCXLIX. 

London, April 7th, O.S. 1751. 

Mt DEAR Friend, . i 

Here you have* all together, the pocket-books,' 
the compafles, and the. patterns. When your three 
Graces have made their option, you need only fend 
me, in a letter, fmall pieces of the three mohairs 

they 
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they fix upon. If I can find no way of fending 
them fafcly, and diredtly to Paris, I will contrive 
to have them Jeft with Madame Morel, at Calais ; 
who, being Madame MonconfeiFs agent there, may 
find means of furthering them to your three Ladies, 
who all belong to your friend Madame Monconfcil. 
Two of the three, I am told, are handfomc; 
Madame Polignac, I can fwear, is not fo ; but 
however, as the world goes, two out of three is a 
very good compofition. 

You will alfo find, in the packet, a compafa ring 
fet round with little diamonds, which I advife you 
to make a prefent of to Abbe Guafco, who has been 
ufeiul to you, and will continue to be fo ; as it is a 
mere bauble, you muft add to the value of it by 
your manner of giving it him. Show it him firft, 
and, when he commends it, as probably hcwiU, tell 
him that it is at his fervice, et que comme il efi toujour i 
far vote et pjr chemins^ il efi ahfolument. nSecjfaire quil 
ait une boujfole. All thofe little gallantries depend 
intirely upon the manner of doing them ; as, in 
truth, what does not ? The greateft favours may be 
done fo awkwardly and bunglingly as to ofi^snd ; and 
difagreejible things may be done fo agreeably as 
almoft to oblige. Endeavour to acquire this great 
fecret ; it exifts, it is to be found, and is worth a 
great deal more than the grand fecret of the Alche- 
mifts would be, if it were, as it is not, to be found. 
This is only to be learned in Courts, where clafliing 
views^ jarring opinions^ and cordial hatreds, are 

foftened. 
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foftened, and kept witinn decent bounds, by polite- 

mU ud manners. Frequent, obfcrvc, and learn 

Courts. Are yofu free of that of St. Cloud ? Arc 

y<m often at Verfailles ? Infinuatc and wr^glc your- 

felf into favour at thofc places. L*Abb6 de la Villc, 

my old friend, will help you at the latter ; your three 

iMdks aiay eftablifh you in the former. The good- 

brc9eding de la Ville ei di la Cour are different ; but, 

without deciding which is intrinfically the bcft, that 

of the Court is, without doubt, the mofl: neceffary 

. for you, who are to live, to grow, and to rife in 

Courts. In two years time, which will be as foon as 

yoQ are fit for it^ I hope to be able to plant you in 

the foil of a y^wtg Cottrt here ; where, if you have 

aU: the »ddrcia, the fupplenefs, and veriktility ef a 

gmd coartier, you will have a great cbance of 

thriving and flcmriihiag. Ycmng favour is eaiiiy 

acquircdj^ if the proper means are employed ; and, 

when accpiired, it is warm, if not durable ; and the 

warai tnoments muft be ihatched and improved. ^U 

four ce far fm pent arriver aprh. Do not mention 

this view of mine for you, to any mortal ; but learn 

to keep your awa fccrets, which, by the way, very 

feiv pec^ can do* 

If your courfc of Experimental Philofophy, with 
Abb6 Nq1&, is over,. I would have you ajqjly to 
Abbe Saltier, fitir a mafier to give ymx 2l general 
notion of aftronomy and geometry ; of both which 
you may know as much as I defire you fhould, in 
fix months time.. I only defire that you ihould 

havje 
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have a clear notion of the prefent planetary fyftem, 
and the hiftory of all the former fyftems : Fonte* 
nclle's Plurality des Mondes will almoft teach you all 
you need know upon that fubjeft. As for geometry, 
the feven firft books of Euclid will be a ftifficient 
portion of it for you. It is right to have a general 
notion of tjiofe abftrufe fciences, fo as not tb ap- 
pear quite ignorant of them, when they happen, 
as fometimes they do, to be the topics of conver- 
fation ; but a deep knowledge of them required 
too much time, and engrofles the mind too much. . 
I repeat it again and again to you, Let the gfeat 
book of the World be your principal ffudy* 
NoSurnd verfate manUj verfate diurrd ; which ma^ 
be rendered thus in Englifti : Turn over fnen b) 
day^ and women bj night. I mean only the beft 
editions. 

Whatever may be faid at Paris of my fpeecll 
upon the bill for the reformation of the prefeiit 
talendar, or whatever applaufe it may have met 
with here, the whole, I can aflure you, is owing 
to the words and to the delivery, but by no means 
to the matter ; which, as I told you in a former 
letter, I was not matter of. I mention this again, 
to fhow you the importance of well-chofen words, 
harmonious periods, and good delivery ; for, between 
you and me. Lord Macclesfield's fpeech was, in 
truth, worth a thoufand of mine. It will foon be 
printed, and I will fend it you. It is very inftruc- 
rffve. You fay, that you wilh to fpeak but half as 

Vol. IIL M wcR 
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well as I did ; you may cafily fpeak foil as Well $i 
ever I did, if you will but give the fame attention 
to the fame objefts that I did at your age, and fof 
many years afterwards ; I mean, correftnefs, purity 
and elegancy of ftyle, harmony of periods, and 
gracefulnefs of delivery. Read over and over 
again the third book of Gcero de Oratorey in which 
he particularly treats of the ornamenfal parts of 
oratory: they are indeed properly oratory j for 
all the reft depends only upon common fenfe, and 
fome knowledge of the fubje6ls you fpeak upon. 
But if you would pleafe, pcrfuade, and prevail in 
fpeaking, it muft be by the ornamental parts of ora- 
tory. Make them, therefore, habitual to you ; and 
refolve never to fay the moft common things, even 
to your footman^ but in the beft words you can 
find, and with the beft utterance. This, with ks 
mameris, la iournure, et Us ufages du beau monJe, are 
the only two things you want ; fortunately they are 
both in your power; niay you have them both! 
Adieu. 



LETTER 
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t E T t E R CCL. 
A Londres, 15 d'Avril, V.S. 1751. 

MoN CHBR AMt^ 

Comment vont les Graces, les mahieres, les agr6- 
tnens^ et tous ces petits riens fi neeeflaires pour ren* 
dre un homme aimable ? Les prenez vous ? y faites 
vous dcs progr^s ? Le grand fecret c'eft Tart de 
plaire, et c^eft un art qu'il ne tient qu'^ un chacun 
d*acqu6rir, fuppofant un certain fond de fens com- 
mun. Un tel vous plait par tel endroit ; examinez 
povurquoi^ faites comme lui^ et vous plairez par le 
m6me endroit aux autres. Pour plaire aux femmes^ 
il faut £tre coniid<£r£ des hommes. £t pour plaire 
aux hommes^ il faut fqavoir plaire aux femmes. Les 
femmes, dont la vanit6 eft fans contredit la paflion 
dominante, la trouventflattee paries attentiones d'un 
honunequi eft g£neralement eftim£ parmi les hommes. 
Quand il eft marqu£ k ce coin, elles lui donnent le 
cours, c*cft-i-direj la mode. De Tautre cdt£, un 
honune fera eftimable parmi les honuncs, fans pour- 
tant £tre aimable, fi les femmes n y ont pas mis la 
derniere main. II eft auili neceilaire que les deux 
fexes travaillent k fa perfe Aion qu'i fon etre ; portez 
aux femmes le m^rite de v6tre fexe, vous en rappor- 
terez la douceur, les agr^mens, et les graces du leur ; 
et les hommes qui vous eftimoient feulement aupara- 

M z vant. 
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vant, vous aimeront apr^s. Les femmes font Ics T^- 
ritables rafHneufes de Tor mafculin ; elles n*y lyou- 
tent pas du poids il eft vrai, mais elles y donnent 
Tcclat ct le brillant. A propos, on m^aflure que Ma- 
dame du Blot fans avoir des traits, eft jolie comme un 
coeur, et que nonobftant cela, elle s*en eft tenue juf- 
qu'ici fcrupuleufement k fon man, quoiqu'il y Jut 
dej^ plus d*un an qu'elle eft marine. Elle n*y penfe 
pas; il faut d^crotter cette femmela, D6crottezvou^ 
done tous les deux r^ciproquement. Force, affi* 
duites, attentions, regards tendres, et declarations 
paiiionn6es de vdtre cot^, produiront au monf 
quelque velleit£ du fien. £t quand une fois la velleitd^ 
eft, les ceuvres ne font pas loin. 

Comme je vous tiens pour le premiery^riV perltus 
ct politique de tout le corps Germanique, je fuppofd 
que vous aurez lu la lettre du Roi de Pruffe k TElec- 
teur de Maicnce, au fujet de Telecftion d'un Roi des 
Romains. Et de Tautrc c6t6, une pi&e, intitul6e, 
Reprifentation impartiale de ce qui tfi jufie a Vigard de 
FekSion d^un Roi des Romains^ fefr. ' La premiere eft* 
tris bien dcrite, mais pas fondle fur les loix et [lea 
ufages de TEmpire ; la feconde eft tr^ mal ^crite, 
au moins en Franqois, mois fondle. Je crois qu'ellc 
aura it€ ^crite par quclqule Allemand qui s*6toit mis 
dansVefprit qu'il enter doit le Fran<^is. Je fuis per-^ 
fuad6 pourtant que Tdl^gance et la dflicatelfe de la 
lettrc du Roi de Fruffc en impoferont aux deux tiers 
du public en d£pit de la folidit6 et de la v^rit€ de 
Tautre pi^ce. Telle ^ft la force de Td^gance et de la 
d6licatefie. 
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Je fouhaiterois que vous euffiez la bonte de me d€- 
tsuUer un peu plus particuli^rement vos allures k Pa- 
ris. Ou eft^ce^ par exemple, que vous dinez tous Ics 
Vendredis, avec cet aimable et refpe<Stable vieillard 
Fontenelle ? Quelle eft la maifon qui eft pour ainfi 
dire vAtre domicile ? Car on en a toujours une, ou 
Ton eft plus 6tabli, et plus k fon aife qu*ailleurs. Qui 
font Ics jeunes Francois avec Icfqucls vous 6tes le plus 
Yii } Fr^quentez vous Thdtel d'Hollande; et vous Ates 
vous fourr^ encore dans celui du Comte de Caunitz ? 
Monfieur de Kgnatelli, a-t-il Thonneur d'etre du 
pombre de vos fcrviteurs ? Et le Nonce du Pape vous 
a-t*il compris dans fon Jubil6 ? Dites moi aufli natu- 
rellement conuneat vous ^es avec Milord Hunting- 
don ; le voiez yous fovent ? Le cultivez-vous ? R6- 
pondez fp^cifiquement h tputes ces queftions dans 
VQtre prcnaiere lettre. 

On me dit que livre dc du Clos n'eft pas ^ la mode 
ft Paris, et qu'on le critique furieufement ; c'eft ap- 
paremment parce qu*on I'entend, et ce n*eft plus la 
mod^ d'etre intelligible. Je refpc<fte infiniment la 
mode^ m^is je refpeftc bien plus ce livre, que je 
trouve en m^me terns vrai, folide, et brillant. II y 
a m6me des epigrammes : que veut-on de plus ? 

Mr. » * ♦ fera parti (je compte) de Paris pour fon 
fijour de Touloufe, J'efpdre qu'il y preildra des 
manicres, an moins en a-t il bien befoin, II eft 
gauche, il eft taciturne, et n'a pas le moindr© entre-- 
getu : Qualitds pourtant trfis neceflalres pour fe dif- 
tinguer ou dans les affaires, ou dans le beau monde. 
Au vraij ces deux chofes font ft liees, qu un homilie 

M 3 ne 
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ne figurera jamais dans les affaires qui ne fqait pa$ 
briller auffi dans le beau moxide. Ef pour r^ufiirpar- 
faitement bien dans Tun qu dans Tautre, il feiut 6tre 
in utrumque paratus. Puifliez vous Tetre, mon cher 
ami ! et fur ce, nous vous donnons le bon foin 

P. S. Lord and Lady Bleffington, with their fon 
Lord Mountjoy, will be at Paris next week^ in theif 
way to the South of France ; I fend you a little pac- 
ket of books by them. Pray go to wait upon them, 
as foon as you hear of their arrival, and Ihow theni dS^ 
the attentions you caut 



TR ANSL ATI O K. 



London, April i5thj^ O. S. 1751. 
My bear Friendji 

What fuccefs with the Graces, ?uid in the ac- 
complifhments, elegancies, and all thofe little no- 
things fo indifpenfably neceflary to conftitute an 
amiable man ? Do you take them, do you make a 
progrefs in them ? The great fccret is the art of 
pleafing; and that art is to be attained by every man 
who has a good fund of common-fenfe. If you are 
pleafed with any perfon, examine why ; do as he 
does ; and you will charm others by the fame things 
• which pleafe you in him. To be liked by wpmen, 
you muft be efteemed by men ; and to pleafe meuj^ 

you 
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you muft be agreeable to women. Vanity is unquef- 
tionably the ruling paffion in women ; and it is 
mudi flattered by the attentions of a man Y^ho is ge- 
nerally efteemed by men : when his merit, has re- 
ceivcd the ftamp of their approbation, women make 
it current, that is to fay, put him in falhion. On the 
other hand, if a man has not received the lafk poliik 
from women, he may be cftimable among men, but 
he will never be amiable. The concurrence of the 
two fcxes is as neceflary to the perfeftion of our 
being, as to the formation of it. Go among women 
with the good qualities of your fcx, and you will ac- 
quire from them the foftnefs and the graces of theirs. 
Men will then add afFeftion to the efteem which 
they before had for you. Women are the only re- 
finers of the merit of rhen ; it is true, they cannot 
add weight, but they polilh and give luflre to it. A 
fropos^ I am aflured that Madame de Blot, although 
fhe has no great regularity of features, is, notwith- 
ftanding, exceffively pretty ; and that, for all that, 
Ihe has as .yet been fcrupuloufly conftant to her hx£- 
band, though fhe has now been married above a year. 
Surely ihe does not refle6t, that woman wants polifhr 
ing. I would have you polifli one another recipro- 
cally. Force, afliduities, attentions, tender looks, 
and paiHonate declarations, on your fide, will pro- 
duce fome irrefolute wiflies, at leaft, on hers ; and 
when even the flighteft wiihes arife, the reft will foon 
follow. 

As I take you to be the greateft juris peritus and . 
politician of the whole Germanic body, I fuppofe 

M 4 you 
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ym will have read the King erf Pniffia's letter to tfie 
Elector of Maience, upon the Eledtion of a King of 
the Romans; and, on the other fide, a memorial, in- 
titled. Impartial reirefentation of what isjuft with re* 
gard to tbs el$£lion of a King of the Romans ^ &c. The 
firft is extremely well written, but not grounded 
ugpH the laws and cuftoms of the Empire. The fe- 
cqud }^ very ill written (at leaft in French), but 
wcU grounded ; I fancy the author is fome GermaUj^ 
who h^ taken into his head that he underftanda 
Frerfch. 1 am, however, perfuaded, that the ele- 
gancy and delicacy of the King of Pruflia*s letter 
will pcevail with two-thirds of the public, in fpite 
of the. falidity and truths contained in the other 
pjeipe* ^uch is the force of an elegant and delicate 
llyleJ. 

I wif]^ you would be fo good as to gi^^e mc a more 
p^rticul^r. and circumilantial account of the method 
of paffing your time at Paris. For inftance, Where 
is it thai: you dine every Friday, in company with 
that amiable and refpe&able old man, Fontenelle? 
Which is the houfe where you think yourfelf at 
hofloe ? .ipx. one always has fuch a one, where one is 
bett/^ eflabliihed, and more at eafe, than any where 
elfe^. Who are the young Frenchmen with whom you 
are.nioftimii3iately connedled ? Do you frequent the 
Dutch. Embaffadofs ? Have you penetrated yet inta 
Count C^unitz's houfe ? Plas Monfieur de Pignatelli 
the honour of being one of your humble fervants ? 
And ha& the Pope's Nuncio included you in his jubi- 
Je,e ? TeU mp alfo freely how you are with Lord 
4 Hu,n- 
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Huntingdon : Do you fee him often ? Do you con- 
ned yourfelf with him ? Anlwer all thcfe queftions 
circumftantially in your firft letter. 

I am told that du Clofs*s book is not in vogue at 
Paris, and that it is violently criticifed ; I fuppofe 
that is, becaulc one underftands it ; and being intel* 
ligible is now no longer the fafhion. I have a very 
great refpe^t for faihion, but ^ much greater for thit 
book; which is, all at once, true^ folid, and bright* 
It contains even epigrams ; what can one wiih for 
more i 

Mr. * * * will, I fuppofe, have left P^3 by thia 
time, for his refidence at Touloufe. I hope he wUl 
acquire manher^ there ; I am fure he wants them^ 
He is awkward, he. is lilent, and haa nothing agre^t^ 
:^e in his addrefe : moft neceflai^ qualificationa to 
diflinguilb OAe*s ielf in buiinefs, as well as in the 
pa/ite vi^rldt In truths thefe two things are fo con* 
nedied, that a man cannot make a figure in buiinefs^ 
who is not qualified to ihine in the great world; 
and to fuccecd perfeAly in either the one or the 
(Kher, one mufi: be in uirnmque paratus. IVfey you be* 
that, my dear friend I and fo we wiih you a goo4> 
oight. 



JLETi;£R 
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London, April the aad, O. S* 1751. 
Mt dear Friend^ 

I APPLY to you now, as to the greatcft virtuofi> of 
this, or perhaps any other age ; one whofe fuperior 
judgniCBt and diftinguiftiing eye hindered the King 
of Poland from buying a bad pidhirc at Venice, and 
whofe decilions in the realms of virti are final and 
without appeal. Now to the point. I have had a 
Cj^talogue fent me, d*une vente i FamiabU de tableaux 
des pbis grands maitres appar tenons au Sieur Jr^dpim 
jfperSnj valet de cbambre de h Reine^ fur le quai di la 
Megifferie, au coin de PArcbe Marion. There I obferve 
two large pidlures of Titian as defcribed in the en- 
clofcd page of the catalogue,, N* 18, which I ihould 
be glad to purchafe upon two conditions ; the firft 
is, that they be undoubted originals of Titian, iq 
good prefervation ; and the other, that they come 
cheap. To afcertain the firft (but without difparag* 
ing your Ikill) I wilh you would get fome undoubted 
connoiifeurs to examine them carefully ; and if, upon 
fuch critical examination, they ihould be unani-r 
Qioufly allowed to be undifputed originals of Titian, 
^d well prefer\'ed, then comes the fecond point, the 
price : I will not go above two hundred pounds fter- 
ling for the two together ; but as much lefs as you 
4can get thetti for, I ^c^owledge that two hundred 

pounds 
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]pounds fecms to be a very fmall fum for two un- 
doubted Titians of that lize; but, on the other 
hand, as large Italian pi Aures are now out of faihion 
at Paris, where faihion decides of every thing, and 
as thefe pictures are too lai^e for common rooms, 
they may poffibly come within the price above li-? 
mited. I leave the whole of this tranfacStion (the 
price excepted, which I will not exceed) to your coji- 
fummate Ikill and prudence, with proper ^vicc 
joined to them. Should you happen to buy then^ fpr 
that price, carry them to your own lodgings, and ge$ 
a frame made to the fecond, which I obferve ha^ 
none, exacftly the fame with the other frame, ami 
have the old one new gilt ; and then get them (:arer- 
fidly packed up, and fent me by Rouen, 

I hear much of your converting with ks keaux ef- 
prits at Paris ; I am very glad of it ; it gives a degree 
of reputation, efpecially at Paris ; and their conver- 
lotion is generally inftrudbive, though fon^etimes af* 
&(5led. It muft be owned, that the polite conver- 
i^tion of the men and women of faihion at P^ris, 
though not always very deep, is much lefs futile an4 
frivolous than ours here. It turns at leaft upon fpme 
fubjedl, fomething of tafte, fome point of hiftory, 
criticifm, and even philofopby; which, thoygti 
probably not quite fo folid as Mr. Locke\ is howr 
ever better, and more becoming rational beings, 
than our frivolous diifertations upon tlie weather, or 
upon whift. Monfieur du Clos obferves, and I think 
very jufUy, gwV/jr a ^prefent en France une fermentatitni 
univerfeUe delaraifM qui tend k/e d^eloffer. Where- 
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as, I am forry to fay, that here that fermentation 
fcema to have been over fome years ago, tlie fpirit 
evaporated, and only the dregs left. Moreover, les 
beaux efpriis at Paris are commonly well-bred, which 
ours very frequently arc not ; with the former your 
manners will be formed ; with the latter wit muft 
generally be compounded for at the expence of man* 
ixcrs. Are you acquainted with Marivaux, who hai 
certainly ftudied, and is well acquainted with the 
Beart ; but who refines fo much upon its plis et teptis^ 
^d defcribes them fo afFe<Sbedly, that he often is 
unintelligible to his readers, and fometimes fo, I 
d4r6 iay, to himfelf ? Do you know Crebilhn kjib? 
He is a fine painter, and a pleafing writer; hi&cha* 
rafters are admirable, and his r^ffieftions jaft. Fre- 
quent thefe people, and be glad, but pot proud of 
frequenting them : never boaft of it, as a proof of 
your own merit, poF infult, in a manner, othep 
companies, by telling them s^ffeftedly what yoa^i 
^/f^ntefquieu, and Fontenelle, were talking of thQ 
other day ; as I have known many people do here^ 
iirith regard to Pope and Swift, who had never been 
twJee in titoipaiiy^^rh either : nor carry into other 
comparties the /^» of thofc meetings cX beaux efprits, 
lyk literature, taftei pbildbphy, 6f^. with them, 
i la it>iihe bewe ; but then j with the fame eafe, and 
more eHjouemeni, tsikpmnpons, moires j f^c^ with Ma- 
dame de Blot, if {he requires it. Almoft every fiib* 
je6l in the world has it& proper time and place ; in 
wliich no one is abc^e or below difculfion. The 
|Knnt i$jt to t^ weQ tipon the fi&jed ytm telk upon ; 
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and the moft triilmg frivolous fubjec^s will ftill give 
a man of parts an opportunity of ihewing them* 
Vufage du grand monde can alone teach that. This 
was the diftinguiihing chara<Aeriilic of Alcibiades^ 
wd a happy one it was ; that he could occaiionally^ 
and with fo much eafe, adopt the moil different^ 
and even the moft oppofite habits and manners^ that 
each feemed natural to him. Prepare yourfelf for 
the great world, as the atbleta ufed to do for their 
exercifes; oil (if I may ufe that expreflion) your 
mind^ and your manners, to give them the necefiary 
fupplenefs and flexibility ; ftrength alone will notda^ 
as young people are too apt to think. 

How do your exercifes go on ? Can you manage 
a pretty \\goxo\x& fauteur between the pillars ? Are 
you got into ftirrups yet ? Faites-vous affaut aus 
Btmes ? But, above all, what does Marcel fay of 
you ? Is he fatisfied ? Pray be more particular ill 
your accounts of yourfelf; for, though! have frc* 
quent accounts of you from others, I delire to have 
your own too« Adieu. 

Yours, truly and tenderly. 



LETTElt 
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Loiidofa, May tht id, O- S. if^ii 

My bear Friend, 

JL WO accounts which I have very lately received 
of you, from two good judges, have put me ihto 
great fpirits; as they have given me reafonable 
hopes, that you will foon acquire all that I believe 
you want ; I mean, the air, the addrefs, the graces, 
and the manners, of a than of faihion. As thefe two 
pi(9:ures of you are very unlike that which I received, 
and fent you fome months ago, I will name the two 
painters ; the firft is an old friend and acquaintanei 
of mine, Monfieur d*Aillon. His pidlure is^ I 
hope, like you ; for it is a very good one : Mon« 
fieur, ToUot's is ftill a better ; and fo advantageous a 
one, that I will not fend you a copy of it, for fear of 
making you too vain. So far I will tell you, ihat 
there was only one tuf in either of their accounts ; 
and it was this : I gave d'Aillon the queftion, ordi- 
nary and extraordinary, upon the important article 
of manners; and extorted this from him : *Maisfi 

* '* But, fince you will know it, he ftill wants that laft beau- 
'' tiful yamiih, which raifes the colours, and gives brilliancy to 
'' the piece : Be perfuaded that he will acquire it; he has too 
^* much fenfe not to know its value 5 and, if I am not greatly 
<< miftaken, more perfons than one are now endeavouring to 
f^ give it him.''. 
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tfius wulez il lui manque encore ce dernier beau vermt 
qui releve les couleurt, ef qui donne Piclat ^ la fiece^ 
Con^fez qu^il Vaura ; il a tr^ i^ejprit pour n^en pas con^ 
noiire tout k prix^ et je me trompe bien, ou plus d*une 
perfonne travaille a le lui donner. Monfietuf ToUot 
fzyt^ "^U ne M manque abfolument, pour ite tout ce 
que vous fouhaitez qt^il foity que ces petits riens^ ces 
graces de ditail^ cette aifance aimable que Vufage dti 
grand monde peat feul lui donner. A cet fgard on 
vCajJure qtCil eft ende bonnes mains ; je nefqaisfi on ne 
veut pas dire par^la dans ies baux bras. Without tii^ 
tering into a nice difcuiBon of the laft queftion, I 
congratulate you and myfelf upon your being fo 
near that point at which I fo anxioufly wiih you may 
arrive. I am fure that all your attention and endea- 
vours will be exerted ; and, if exerted, they wUl 
fucceed. Mr. ToUot fays, that you are inclined to 
be &t ; but I hope you will decline it as much as you 
can ; not by taking any thing corrofive to make 
you lean, but by taking as little as you can of thole 
things that would make you fax. Drink no choco- 
late, take your coffee without cream : you cannot 
poffibly avoid fuppers at Paris, unlefs you avoid 
company too, which I would by no means have you 
do : but eat as litde at fupper as you can^ and make 

f '' In order to be exadlj all that you vifli him^ he onlj 
'' wants thofe little nothings, thofe graces in detail, and that 
<* amiable eafc, which can only be acquired by ufage of the 
^' great world. I am aflured that he is, in that refped, in good 
** hands ; I do not know whether that does not rather imply, in. 
" fine arms/' 

even 
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even an allowance for that little at your dinner*. 
Take, occalionally, a double dofe cf riding and 
fencing ; and now that the fummer is come, walk a 
good deal in the Tuillcries : it is a real inconvenience, 
to any body to be fat ; and, befides, it is tingraceful 
for a young fellow. J propos, I had like to have 
forgot to tell you, that I charged ToUot to attend 
particularly to your utterance and didion ; two 
points 6f the utmoft importance. To the firft he 
fays, * // nc s^enonce pas maly mats Hferoit afoubaiter 
qtiil Ufit encore mieux ; et il s^exprime avec plus de feu 
que d^elegance. Vufage de la honne ctmpagnie mettra 
4Ujffi ordre a tout ctla. Thefe, I allow, are all litde 
things ftparatcly ; -but, aggregately, they make H 
moft important and great article in the account of 
a gentleman. In the Houfe of Commons you can 
never make a figure without elegancy of flyle, and 
gracefulhefs of utterance : and you can rkevef fucceecl 
as a Courtier, at your own Court, or as a Miniftef 
at any other, without thofe innumerable petUs rieni 
dans les manieres, et dans les attentions. Mr. Yorke it 
by this time at Paris ; make your court to him, huH 
not fo as to difguft, in the leaft, Lotd Albemarle i 
who may poflibly diflike your confidering Mr. 
Yorke as the man of buiinefs, and him a;s otAy poW 
erner lafcene. Whatever your opinion may be upon 

♦ ^ His enunciation is not bad, but it is to be wifhcd that it 
" were ftill better 5 and ht exprefies himfelf with more fire 
<' than elegancy. Ufage of good company wiU inftruSt fain 
9likcwif<3^inthat;' 

tha 
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that pointy take care not tQ kt it appear ; but be well 
•vith them both, by Ihowing no public preference to 
either. 

Though I muft neceffarily fall into repetitions, by 
treating the fame fubjedl fo often, I cannot help re- 
commending to you again the utmoft attention to 
your air and addrefs. Apply yourfelf now to Mar- 
cel's leftures, as diligently as you did formerly to 
Profeffor Mafcow's ; defire him to teach you every 
genteel attitude, that the human body can be put 
into ; let him make you go in and out of his room 
frequently, and prcfent yourfelf to him, as if he 
were by turns different perfons ; fuch as a miniiler, 
a lady, a fuperior, an equal, ^ an inferior, &r« 
Learn to fit genteelly in diiE&rent companies ; to loll 
genteelly, and with good manners, in thofc com- 
panies where you are authorized to be free ; and to 
fit up refpedtfuUy where the fame freedom is not al- 
lowable. Learn even to compofe your countenance 
occafionally to the refpe6tful, the chearful, and the 
infinuating. Take particular care that the motions 
of your hands and arms be eafy and graceful ; for 
the genteelnefs of a man confifls more in them than 
in any thing elfe, efpecially in his dancing. Defire 
fome women to tell you of any little awkwardnefs 
that they may obferve in your carriage : they are the 
befl judges of thofe things ; and if they are fatisfied^ 
the men will be fo too. Thbk, now, only of thefir 
decorations. Are you acquainted with Madamd 
GcofFrain, who has a great deal of wit ; and who, I 
am informed, receives only the very befl company' 
\0L. III. N in 
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in her houfe ? Do you know Madame du Pin, 
•who; I remember, had beauty, and I hear has wit 
and reading? I could wifli you to converfc only 
with thofe, who, either from their rank, their 
merit, or their beauty, require conftant attention ; 
for a young man can never improve in company, 
where he thinks he may negleft himifelf. A new 
bow muft be conftantly kept bent ; when it grows 
older, and has taken the right turn, it Riay now and 
then be relaxed. 

I have this moment paid your draught of ;f .89. i^s. 
it was ligned in a very good hand ; which proves 
that a good hand may be written without the aflif- 
tancc of magic. Nothing provokes tne much more, 
than to hear people indolently fay, that they cannot 
do what is in every body*s power to do,* if it be but 
in their will/ Adieu. 



LETTER CCLIIL 

London, May the 6th, O. S. 1751, 

My dear Friend, 

The beft authors are always the fevereft critics 
of their own works ; they revife, correft, file, and 
poli(h them, till they think they have brought them 
to perfeftion. Confidering you as my work, I do 
not look upon myfelf as a bad author, and am there- 
fore 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 HIS SON. 179 

fore a fcvere critic, I examine narrowly into the 
leaft inaccuracy or inelcgancy, in order to correal, not 
to cxpqfe th^m, and that the work may be perfeft 
at laft. You are, I know, exceedingly improved ia 
your air, addr^fs, and manners, fince you have been 
At Paris; but ftiU there is, I believe, room for farther 
improvement, before you come to that perfedlioo 
. which I have fet my heart upon feeing you arrive at; 
and till that moment, I muft continue filing and po* 
liibing. In a letter that I received by laft poft, from 
^ friend of yours, at Paris, there was this paragraph i 
• Sans flat ierie^ fat Pbonneur d^ vous qffurer que Mon^ 
Juur Stanhope reuffit ici au-dela de ce qu'an attendroit 
Swe perfonne defm age ; il voit tres bonne compagmep 
at ie petit ton ^u^on regarJoii d^abcrdcomme un peu dhid/ 
et unpen hrvfque^ Weft, rim mains que cela^ parte qu*il 
aft teffet de lafranchife^ aecompagnie de lapoUteJfe et de 
la difirence. lls'itudie ^ pUire^ et ily reujftt. Madame 
da Tuift^ux en parloit F autre jour avec complaifance et 
int/ret : vous en ferez content i tons igards. This is 
extremely well, and I rejoice at it : one little cir* 

* " I have the honour to aflure you, -without flatteiy, that 
*' Mr. Stanhope fucceeds beyond what might be expeded jfrom 
" a peiibn of his age. He goes into very good company ; and 
*' that kind of manner, which was at firft thought to be too de- 
'' cifive andperemptoryi is now judged otherwife ; becaufeit it 
'' acknowledged to be the effed of an ingenuous franknels, ac- 
** oompanied by politenefs, and by a proper deference. He fhi« 
'' dies to pleafe, and fucceeds. Madame de Puifieux was the 
'' other day fpeaking of him with complacency and friendfhip. 
•♦ YouVill be fatisfied with him in all rcfpeds." 

N 2 - cumftance 
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cutnftance only may, and I hope will, be altered for 
the better. Take pains to undeceive thofe who 
thought that petit ton un pea decidS ei un pcu brufque ; 
as it is not meant fo, let it not appear fo. Compofe 
your countenance to an air of gentlenefs and dmceur : 
ufe fome expreffions of diffidence of your own opi- 
nion, and deference to other people's ; fuch as, *SHl 
tneft permh de le dire-^e croirois — ne feroit-ce pas 
pkitSt lomme cela ? Au mcinsfai tout lieu de me dijier de 
moi'tnime : fuch mitigating, engaging words^ do by 
no means weaken your argument ; but, on the con- 
trary, make it more powerful, by making it more 
plealing. If it is a quick and haily manner of fpeak^ 
ing that people mifiake pour dicide et brufque^ p^e*^ 
vent their miftakes for the future by fpeaking more 
deliberately, and taking a fofter tone of voice ; as in 
this cafe you are free from the guilt, be free from 
the fufpicion too. Mankind^ as I have often told 
you, is more governed by appearances, than by 
realities : and, with regard to opinion, one had bet- 
ter be really rough and hard, with the appearance of 
gentlenefs and foftnefs, than juft the reverfe. Few 
people have penetration enough to difcover, atten- 
tion enough to obferve, or even concern enough to 
examine, beyond the exterior; they take their notions 
from the furface, and go no deeper ; they commend 
as the gentleft and beft-natured man in the world, 

♦ If I might be permitted to fay— I fhould think— Is it not 
mther fo ? At lead I have the greatoll reafon to be diffident of 
royfclf. 

that 
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that man who has the moft engaging exterior man- 
ner, though poffibly they have been but once in his 
company. An air, a tone of voice, a compofurc 
of countenance to mildnefs and foftnefs, which are 
all eafily acquired, do the bufinefs ; and, without 
farther examination, and poffibly with the con- 
trary qualities, that man is reckoned the gentleft, 
the modefteft, and the beft^natured man alive. 
Happy the man, who, with a certain fund of parts 
and knowledge, gets acquainted with the world early 
enough to make it his bubble, at an age, when 
moft people are the bubbles of the world ! for that 
is the common cafe of youth. They grow wifer 
when it is too late ; and, aihamed and vexed at ha- 
ving been bubbles fo long, too often turn knaves at 
laft. Do not therefore tnift to appearances and out- 
fide yourfelf, but pay other people with them ; be- 
caufe you may be fure that nine in ten of mankind 
do, and ever will, truft to them. This is by no 
means a criminal or blameable Simulation, if not 
ufed with an ill intention. I am by no means blame- 
able in deliring to have other people's good word, 
good will, and affeAion, if I do not mean to abufe 
them. Your hfeart, I know, is good, your fenfe is 
found, and your knowledge extenfive. What then 
remains for you to do ? Nothing, but to adorn 
thofe fundamental qualifications, with fuch engaging 
and captivating manners, foftnefs, and gentlenefs, as 
will endear you to thofe who are able to judge of your 
real merit, and which always ftand in the ftead of 
merit with thofe who are not. I do not mean by tliis 
to recommend to you k fade doucercux^ the infipid 

N 3 foft- 
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foftnefs of a gentle foo! :. no, affert your own opi-' 
nion, oppofe other people's when wrong ; biit let 
your manner, your air, your terms, and your tone 
of voice, be foft and gentle, and that eaiily and 
naturally, not afFeftedly* Ufe palliatives when you 
contradiA ^ fuch as, I may im miftakenf I am notfare^ 
but I betievej I Jhould rather tbinky (sfc. Finilh any 
argument or dlfpute with fome litde good«*humoured 
pleafantry, to fliow that you arc neither hurt your- 
ielf, nor meant to hurt your antagonift ; for an ar- 
gument, kept mp a good while, often occalions » 
temporary alienation cm each fide. Pray obferve 
particularly, in thofe French people who are dif<* 
tinguifhed by that chara6ber, teUe douceur de mmurs 
9t ie manieresy which they talk of fo tnuch, and value 
juftly f fee in what it confifts v in mere trifles, and 
moft eafy to be acquired, where the heart is really 
good. Imitate, copy it, till it becomes habitual and 
eafy to you. Without a compliment to }t)u, I take 
it to be the only thing you now want r nothing wilt 
fooner give it you tlian a real paffion, or, at leaft, 
un gciU vify for fome women of ialhion ; and, as i 
fuppofe that you have either the one or the other by 
this time, you are conlequently in the beft fchooL 
Befides this, if you were to fay to Lady Hervey^ 
Madame Monconfeil, or fuch others as you look, 
upon to be your friends, ♦ On dit que fat un certmn 

petit 
* It is faid that I have a kiod of manner which is rather too 
decifive and too percmptoiy } it is not my intention that it 
ibould be fo : I inlr«at you to corred, and even publicly ta 
punifh me, whenever I am giiilty. Do not treat me with th« 
lead iadulgence, but criticifb to the utmoft. So clear-fighted 
3 a judge 
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fHilf ton irop decide it trop brufyue ; r intention pour* 
tant fiy efi pas: corrigez-moi, Je vom en fupplie^ ef 
cbdtiez mot mime publiquementj quand vous me trouverez 
Jitr le fait. Ne me pajfez rien^ pouffez voire critique 
ju/qu*a Pexck ; unjUge auffi eclair e eft en droit d'etre 
Jeverey etje vousjpromets que le coupable tdcbera defe 
eorriger. 

Yefterday I had two of your acquaintances to dine 
with me^ Baron B. and his companion Monfieur S. 
I cannot fay of the former, quil eft paitri de graces ; 
and I would rather advife him to go and fettle quietly 
at home, than to think of improving himfelf by far- 
ther traveU, Ce h'eft pas le boss dont on en fait. Ify 
companion is much better, though he has a ftrong 
tocco di tedefco. They both fpoke well of you, and {o 
far I liked them both. * Comment vont nos ajfaires 
avec Faimable petite Blot? Se prcte^-elle a vosjleu^ 
rettes? etes-vous cenfe etre fur ks rangs? Madame du 
■■ eft-elle votre Madame de Lurfay^ etfait-elk quel- 
quefois des noeuds ? Serie^-vous fin Meilcour ? EUe a^ 
dit'On^ de la douceur^ de fefprit^ des manieres ; ily a ct 
apprendre dans un tel apprentijage ^^ A woman like 

a judge as you has a right to be fevsre \ and I promife you that 
the criminal will endeavour to corred himfelf. 

* How go you on with the amiable little Blot ? Does fhe iiftea 
to your flattering tale ? Are you numbered among the lift of her 
admirers ? Is Madame du*— your Madame de Lurfay } does 
ihe fometimes knot, and are you her Meilcour ? They fay ihe has 
fofitnefs> fenfe^ and engaging manners ; in fuch an apprentice- 
ihip much may be learned. 

t This whole paflage, and feveral others, allude to Cr6billoa*s 
Egarenuns du Caur et dc rEJprit, a fentimeutal novel written 
about that time, and then much in vogue at Paris. 

N 4 her 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



184 LORD chesterfield's LETTERS 

her, who has always pleafed, and often been pleafedi 
can beft teach the art of plealing ; that art, without 
which ogni faiica e vana. Marcel's leftures are no 
fmall part of that art : they are the engaging fore- 
runner of all other accompli ftiments. Drefs is alfo. 
an article not to be negledted, and I hope you do* 
not negleft it ; it helps in the premier abord^ which 
is often decifive. By drefs, I mean your clothes 
being (veil made, fitting you, in the fafhion, and 
not above it ; ' your hair well done, and a general 
cleanlinefs and fprucenefs in your perfon. I hope 
you take infinite care of your teeth : the confequences 
of negletfling the mouth are ferious, not only to one's 
felf, but to others. In fhort, my dear child, ne- 
glecSt nothing ; a little more will complete the whole. 
Adieu. I have hot heard from you thefe three weeks, 
which I think a great while. 



LETTER CCLIV. 

London, May the loth, O. S. 1751. 
Mt dear Friend, 

I RECEIVED, yefterday, at the fame time, your 
letters of the 4th and tlie nth, N. S.; and, being 
much more careful of my commiflions than you are 
of yours, I do not delay one moment fending you 
my final infl:ru(ftions concerning the piAures. The 
Man, you allow to be a Titian, and in good prefer- 
ration; the Woman is an indifferent and a da- 
maged 
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maged pi Aure ; but, as I want thpm for furniture 
for a particular room, companions are neceflary; 
and therefore I am willing to take the Woman for 
better for worfe, upon account of the Man ; and, if 
ihc is not too much damaged, I can have her toler- 
ably repaired, as many a fine woman is, by a fkilful 
hand here ; but then I expert the Lady Ihould be, 
in a manner, thrown into the bargain with the Man; 
and in this ftate of affairs, the Woman being worth 
little or nothing, I will not go above fourfcore Louis 
for the two together. As for the Rembrandt you 
mention, though it is very cheap if good, I do not 
care for it. I love la belU nature ; Rembrandt paints 
caricaturas. Now for your own commiffions, which 
you feem to have forgotten. You mention nothing 
of the patterns which you deceived by Monfieur 
ToUot, though I tojd you in a former letter, 
which you muft have had before the date of 
your laft, that I Ihould ftay till I received the 
patterns pitched upon by your ladies ; for as to 
the inftru6l:ions which you fent me in Madame 
Monconfeil's hand, I could find no mohairs * in 
London, that exactly anfwered that defcription : I 
fhall, therefore, wait till you fend me (which you 
may eafily do in a letter) the patterns chofen by 
your three Graces. 

I would, by all means, have you go now and 

then, for two or three days, to Mar^chal Coigny's, 

at Orli : it is but a proper civility to that family^ 

which has been particularly civil to you ; and, more- 

* By moliairs we.fuppofe his Lordihip means tabbies. 

over. 
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over, t would have you familiarize yourfelf wit^, 
and learn the interior and domeftic manners of people 
of that rank and fafhion. I alfo (lefire that you wil} 
frequent Verfailles and St. Qoud, at both which 
0)urt3 you have been received with diitin<ft;ion. 
Profit by that diftinftion, and fitmiliarize yourfelf 
at both. Great Courts are the, feats of true good- 
breeding ; you are to live at Courts, lofc . no time 
in learning them. Go and flay fomctimes at Ver-*' 
failles for three or four days, where you will be 
domeftic in the bed families, by means of your 
friend Madame. dePuifieux; and mine, L*Abb6 de 
la Ville. Go to the King's and the Dauphin's 
levees ; and diftinguifh yourfelf from the reft of your 
countrymen, who, I dare fay, never go there whea 
they can help it. Though the young Frenchmen 
of fafliion may not be worth forming intimate con- 
ncdlions with, they are well worth making acquaint* 
tance of ; and I do not fee how you can avoid it, 
frequenting fo many good French houfes as you dq, 
where, to be fure, many of them come. Be cau^ 
tious how you contraA friendffaips; but be defirou^ 
and even induftrious, to obtain an univerfal ac- 
quaintance. Be eafy, and even forward, in making 
new acquaintances ; that is the only way of knowing 
manners and charadlers in general, which is, at 
prefent, your great objeA. You are enfant defamille 
in three Minifters houfes; but I wi(h you had a 
footing, at leaft, in thirteen : and that, I Ihould 
think, you might eafily bring about, by that com- 
mon chain, which, to a certain^ degree, connedls 

thof«^ 
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tfaofe you do not, with thofe you do know. For in^ 
ftance, I fuppofc that neither Lord Albemarle, nor 
^arquis de St. Germain, would make the leaft diffi- 
culty to prefent you to Comtc Caunitz, the Nuncio, 
&r. Ilfaut itre rompu au tnonde, which can only be 
done by an e^ttenfive, various, and almoft univetfal 
lurquaintance. 

When you have got your emaciated iPhilomath, I 
defire that hts triangles, rhomboids, (^c. may not 
keep you one mtoment out of the good company you 
would otherwife be in. Swallow all your learning 
in the morning, but digeft it in company in the 
evenings. The reading of ten new charaAers is 
more your bulinefs now, than the reading of twenty 
told books ; Ihowilh and (hining people always get 
Ac better of all others, though ever fo folid. If 
you would be a great man in the world when you arc 
old, fhinc and be (howifh in it while you are young; 
know every body, and endeavour to pleafe every 
body, I mean exteriorly; for fundamentally it is 
impoffible. Try to engage the heart of every 
woman, and the afFeftions of almoft every man you 
meet with. Madame Monconfeil affures me, that 
you are moft furprifingly -improved in your air, 
manners, and addrefs ; go on, my dear child, and 
never think that you are come to a fufficient degree 
of perfection ; Nil aSlum reputans^ ft quid jupertjftl 
aiendum ; and in thofe fhining parts of the charadler 
of a Gentleman, there is alwajs fomething remain-- 
ing to be acquired. Modes and manners vary in 
dilFcrcnt places, and at different times ; you muft 

keep 
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keep pace with them, know them« and adopt them 
wherever you find them. The great ufage of the 
world, the knowledge of charaAers, the brillant 
d'un galant homme, is all that you now want. Study 
Marcel and the ieau monde with great application ; 
but read 'Homer and Horace, only when you have 
nothing elfe to do. Pray who is la belle Madame de 
Cafty whom I know you frequent ? I like the epithet 
given her very well ; if Ihe deferves it, ihe deferves 
your attention too. A man of faihion ihould be 
gallant to a fine woman, though he does not make 
love to her, or may be^otherwife engaged. On hd 
doit des poUteJfeSy ou fait Veloge de fes cbarmeSy et it 
fCen eft ni plus ni mains pour cela : it pleafes, it flatters; 
you get their good word, and you lofe nothing by 
it. Thefe gentiUeJfes Ihould be accompanied, as in- 
deed every thing elfe ihould, with un air^ un ion die 
douceur et de potiteffe. Les grates muft be of tlie party, 
or it will never do ; and they are fo eafily had, that 
it is aftonifhing to me every body has them not ; 
they are fooner gained than any woman of common 
reputation and decency. Purfue them but with 
care and attention, and you are fure to enjoy them 
at laft : without them, I am fure you will never 
enjoy any body elfe. You obferve, truly, that 
Mr. * * * ♦ is gaucbe ; it is to be hoped that wiU 
mend with keeping company ; and is yet pardonable 
in him, as juft come from fchool. But refledl what 
you would think of a man, who had been any time 
in the worhl, ^nd yet Ihould be fo awkward. For 
God's fake therefore, now, think of nothing but 

Ihining, 
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ihining, and even diftinguiihing yourfelf in the 
tnoft polite Courts^ by your air^ your addrefs, 
your manners, your politenefs, your douceur^ your 
graces. With thofe advantages (and not without 
them) take my word for it, you will get the better 
of all rivals, in bufinefs as weU as in rueUes. Adieu. 
Send me your patterns by the next poft, and alfo 
your mfirudlions to Grevenkop about the feal, which 
you feem to have forgotten. 



LETTER CCLV. 

London, May the i6th, O. S. 1751. 
My BEAa Friend, 

1 N about three months, from this day, we ihall 
probably meet. I look upon that moment, as a 
young woman does upon her bridal night ; I expedt 
thegreatefi pleafure, and yet cannot help fearing 
fome little mixture of pain. My reafon bids me 
doubt a little, of what my imagination makes me 
expe A. In fome articles, I am very fure, that my 
moft fanguinc wifhes will not be difappointed ; and 
thofe are the mofl: material ones. In others, I fear 
fomething or other, which I can better feel than 
defcribe. However, I will attempt it. I fear the 
want of that amiable and engaging je ne fi^aU quai^ 
which, as fome philofophers have, unintelligibly 

enough. 
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enough; faid of the ifQul, ia all-in aU, and.^ll in every 
part ; it fliDuld ihcd its influence onr every wor4 
und a^ioa. I fear the want of that air^ and firft 
fihrd^ which' fudd^nly lays hold of the heart, one 
docs Hot know diftin<ftly how nor why* I fear an 
inaccttracyf or at leaft, inelcgancy of dicftion, whic^t 
will Wrong, and lower, the beft and jufteft matter. 
And, Uftly, I fear an ungraceful, if not an un- 
pleafant utterance, which would difgrace and vilify 
the whole. Should thfefe fears be at prefent founded/ 
yet the objeAs of them arc (thank God) of fuch a 
iiature, that you may, if you pleafe, between thia 
and our meeting, remove every pnc of them. All 
thefe engaging and endearing accomplilhments are 
mechanical, and to be acquired by care and obferva* 
tion, as ealily as turning, or any mechanicaltrade. 
A' common country fellow, taken from the plough, 
and inlifted in an old corps, foon lays alide hia 
fhambling gait, his flouching air, his clumfy and 
awkward motions; and acquires the martial air, the 
regular motions, and the whole exercife of the 
corps, and particularly of his right and left hand 
man. How fo ? Not from his parts ; which were 
juft the fame before as after he was inlifted ; but 
either from a commendable ambition of being like, 
and equal to thofe he is to live with ; or elfe from 
tlie fear of being puniflied for not being fo* If thciv 
both or either of thefe motives change fuch a ftU 
low, in about fix months time, to fuch a degree, as 
that he is not to be known again, how much ftronger 
!fhould both thefe' motives be with you, to acquire, 
in the utmoft perfedlion, the whole exercife of the 
• people 
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people of fafhion, with whom you are to live all 
your life ! Ambition Ibould make you rcfolve to 
be at le^ft their equal in that exercife, as well as the 
fear of punifhment ; which moft inevitably will at- 
tend the want of it. By that exercife, I mean the 
air, the manners, the graces, and the ftyle of people 
of faihion. A friend of yours, in a letter I received 
from him by the laft poft, after fome other com- 
mendations of you, fays, * II tji etonnanty que pen^ 
Jant avec tant de folidite quit fait ^ et aiant le gout 
aufji fur^ it aujft dSlkat quUl J'a, il s^exprime avec fi 
feu d^iligance et de delicatejfe. Il neglige meme Male-' 
meni le cboix des mots et le tournure des pbrafes. This 
I fhould not be fo much furprifed or concerned at, 
if it related only to the Englifli language, which 
hitherto you have had no opportunity of ftudying, 
and but few of fpeaking, at leaft to thofe who could 
corrcft your inaccuracies. But if you do not exprefs 
yourfelf elegantly and delicately in French and Ger- 
man (both which languages I know you poflefs per- 
fectly, and fpeak eternally), it can be only from an 
unpardonable inattention to what you moft erro-r 
neoufly think a little objeft, though, in truth, it is 
one of the moft important of your life. Solidity and 
delicacy of thought muft be given us; it cannot be 
acquired, though it may be improved ; but elegancy 
and delicacy of expreilion may be acquired by who- 

P It is furprifing^ that, thinking with fomnch folidity as he 
does, and having fo true and refined a tafte, he fhould exprefs 
bimfelf with fo little elegancy and delicacy. He even totally 
&eg]e£b the choice of words and turn of phrafes. 

ever 
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ever will take the necefiary care and parns. I am 
fure you love me fo well, that you would be very 
forry , when we meet, that I fliould be either dif- 
appointed or mortified; and I love you fo well, tliat, 
I aifure yqu, I fbould be both, if I fhould find you 
want any of thofe exterior accomplifhments which 
are the indifpenfably neceflary fkeps to that figure 
and fortune, which I fo earneftly wifti you may one 
day make in the world. • 

I hope you do not negleA your exercifes of riding, 
fencing, and dancing, but particularly the latter ; 
for they all concur to degourdiry and to give a certain 
^>. To ride well, is not oply a proper and graceful 
accompli fhment for a gentleman, but may alfo fave 
you many a fall hereafter; to fence well, may pof- 
iibly fave ypur life ; and to dance well, is abfolutely 
neceflary, in order to fit, ftand, and walk well. Tp 
tell you the truth, my friend, I have fome little fuf- 
picion, that you now and then negledl or omit your 
exercifes, for more ferious ftudies. But now non ifi 
bis keusy every thing has its time ; and this is yours 
for your exercifes 5 for, when you return to Paris, I 
only propofe your continuing your dancing ; which 
you Ihall two years longer, if you happen to he 
where there is a good dancing-mafter. Here, I will 
fee you take fome leflbns with your old mailer Def- 
noyers, who is our Marcel. 

What fays Madame du Pin to you ? I am told Ihe 
is very handfomc ftill ; I know flie was fo fome few 
years ago. She has good parts^ reading, manner^, 
and delicacy ; fuch an arrangmcnt would be both 

creditable 
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creditable and advantageous to.youi She will expert 
to meet with all the good-breeding and delicacy that 
Ihc brings ; and as flie is paft the glare and eclat of 
youth, may be the more willing to liften to your 
ftory, if you tell it welL For an. attachment, Ilhould 
prefer het to Id petite Blot ; and, for a mere gallantry, 
I Ihould prefer la petite Blot to her ; fo that they are 
confiftent, etVun rCemptcbe pas r autre. Adieu. Re-, 
member la douceur et les graces*, 



L £: T T E R CCLVt 

Lodon, May the 23d, O* S/ 175 1* 
My dear Friej^d, 

1 HAVE this moment received youf letter of the 
25th, N. S. and being rather fomewhat more atten- 
tive to my commiffions, than you are to yours, return 
you this immediate anfwer to the queftion you alk 
me about the two pi<ftures : I will hot give one livre 
more thian what I told you in my laft ; having no 
fort of occafion for tliem, and not knowing very 
well where to put them, if I had them. 

I wait with impatience for your final orders about 
the mohairs ; the mercer perfecuting me every day, 
for three pieces which I thought pretty, and which 
I have kept by me eventually, to fecure tljicjpi, in 
cafe your ladies Ihould pitch upon them. 

Vol. III. O What 
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What do you mean by your * Si j'ofois? Qu*cft-ce 
qui rous empeche d'ofer ? On ofe toujours quand 
il y a'cfp^rance de fucc^s ; et on ne perd rien k ofer, 
quand m6me il n'y en a pas. Un honnfite homme 
Iqait ofcr, ct quand ilf faut ofcr, il ouvre la tranchcc 
par des travaux, des foins, ct des attentions ; s'il n'cn 
eft pas d^loge d'abord il avance toujours k Tattaque 
de k place meme. Apris de certaincs approches le 
fucc^s eft infaillible, et il n'y a que les nigauds qui 
en doutent, au qui ne le tentent point. Scroit-ce le 
caraA.fere refpe<5lable de Madame de la Valiere qui 
Tous empeche d'ofer, ou fer6it-ce la vertu farouche 
de Madame du Pin qui vous retient ? La fagefte in- 
vincible de la belle Madame Cafe vous d6courage- 
t-elle plus que fa beaute ne vous invite? Mais & done. 
SoiesLCQitvatfiCtt que k femme k plus fage fe trouve 
flattie, bien loin d'etre pfienfife, par une declaration 
d'amour, faitavec politeffe, et agr^mcnt. II fepeut 

bien 

' * mi d«rft ! What ihiKild hftndor you frotti dmng ? One tU 
W9j8d«re6, if there are hfopcf of fucccfs; aodif cTeathoreaxe 
90ii«i one i& no loier by daring. A oian of faibioJi kno(^ hoiw» 
and when^ to dare. He begkis his approacheB by diilant attacks^ 
by affiduitieij and by attentions. If be is not immediately and 
totally repulfed/ he continues to advance. After certain tepa, 
fuccefs is infallible ; and none bet very filly feltowi can thes 
. cither dqnbCj or not aitenpt it. la it the refj^AaUe chtra^er 
of Madame de la Vaiierei which prevents yenr daring ^ or ar^ 
you intimidated at the fierce virtue of Madame du Pin ? Does 
the invincible modefiy of the handfome Madame Cafe diibonr 
rage, mere than her beauty invites you } Fte for ftazne ! B% 
convinced that the moil virtooos woiaan, Ui from bring ^ 

fc»dcd 
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bicn qu^elle ne s*y pr^tera point, c'eft a dire fi ellc a 
un gout ou une pafHon pour quelque autre ; ttiais ett 
tout cas clle ne vous en fqaura pas mauvais gri'; de 
laqon qu il n'eft pas queftion d*ofer dcs qu'il n'y a pas 
dc danger. Mais fi elle s'y prcte, fi clle ecoute, et 
qu*elle vous permet de* redoubler votrc declaration, 
comptez qu'clle fe moquera bicn de vous fi vous 
n'ofez pas tout Ic refte. Je vous confeiUc de d^butcr 
p)ut6t par Madame du Pin, qui a encore de la beamf 
plus qa*il n*en faut pour on jeune drole con()n>e vous $ 
clle a auffi du monde, de Teiprit, de la delicatefle 1 
Ion Age ne lui laifTe pas abfolument le chois: de fes 
amans, ct je vous r^ponds qu'elle ne rejetteroit pas 
ks offires de vos ti^s humbles fervices. Diftingue^ la 
done par vos attentions, et des reganJs tendres. Pre- 
iieXL lea occaiton» favorable s de lui dire i ForeiUe que 

vous 

fended at a declaration of love^ is flattered by it^ if it is made 
in a'poltte and agreeable manner. It is poffible tliat fiie may not 
be propitious to your vows ; that is to ^y, if ihe has a Kking or 
a pafiion for another perfon. But, at all CYcnts, ihe will not be 
difpleafed with you for it ; fo that, as th6re is no drniger, this 
cannot even be called daring. But if fhe attends, if fhe Hflens, 
ftfKi allows you to repeat your declaration, be perfaaded that if 
you do not dare all the reft, ihe will laugh at }'ou. 1 ad vife you 
t^ begin rather by Madame du Pin, who has ftUl mose than 
bea«ty enen^ for foch a youngfier as you. She has, beiid'es^ 
knewledge of the world, fenfe, and delicacy. As fte is xrot ib 
entremelf ypung, the choice of her lovers cannot be entirely at 
lier option. I promifc yon, fhe will not reftife the tender of 
your moft huatble fenrices. DifHnguifli her then by attentions, 
and by tender looks. Take favourable opportunities of whff- 
Uritgi that you wiib cileem and friendfhip wtr^ the only mo^ 

Oa lives 
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vous voudriez biea que Tamitie et rcftime fuflent Icf 
feuls motifs de vos egards pour elle, mais que dci 
fentimens bien plus tendrcs en font Ics veritablcs 
fources : que vous fouffriez bien en les lui declarant; 
mais que vous fouiFriez encore plus en les lui ca- 
chant. 

Je fens bien qu'cn lui dlfant ccla pour la premiere 
fois vous aurez Fair affez (bt, et afTez penaud, et que 
vous le direz fort mal. Tant mieux, elle attribuera 
votrc d^fordre a I'excds de votre amour, au lieu dc 
Tattribuer k la veritable caufe, votre peu d'ufage du 
monde, furtout dans ces matieres. En pareil cas 
Vamour propre eft le fidele ami dc Tamant. Ne. 
craignez done rien, foiez galant homme; parlez bien» ' 
ct on vous ecoutera. Si on ne vous ^coute pas la pre- 
mier^y parlez une feconde, une troifieme, une qua* 
trieme fois ; fi la place n'eft pas dejk prife^ fojez fur 
qu*a la longue elle eft prenable. 

lives of yoar regard for her -, but that it derives from fentimenti 
of a much more tender nature : that you made not this declara* 
tion without pain , but that the concealing your paliion is ftill > 
greater torment. 

I am feniible that, in faying this for the firtt time, you will look 
filly, abafhed, find even exprefs yourfelf very ill. So much the 
better; for^ inilead of attributing your confuiion to the little 
u£age you have of the world, particularly in thefc fort of fub- 
jeds, ihev^ll think that excefs of love is the occafion of it. In 
fuch a cafe the lover's beft friend is felf-love. Do hot then be 
afraid -, behave gallantly. Speak wdl, and you will be heard* 
If you are not lifteued to the firft time, tiy a fecond, a thirds 
and a fourth* If the place is not already taken^ depend upon 
it it may be conquered. 

lam 
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I am very glad you are going to Orli, and from 
thence to St. Cloud ; go to both, and to Verfaillcs 
alfo, often. It is that interior domeftic familiarity 
with people of fafhion, that alone can give you Fufage 
du mmde^ ei Us manieres ai/Jes. It is only with wo- 
men one loves, or men one rcfpedls, that the defire 
of pleafing exerts itfelf ; and without the defire of 
pleafing, no man living can pleafe. Let that defire 
be the 'pf ing of all your words and anions. Tliat 
happy talent, the art of pleafing, which fo few do, 
though almoft all might poffefs, is worth all your . 
learning and knowledge put together. The latter 
can never raife you high, without the former ; but 
the former may carry you, as it lias carried thoiifands, 
a great way without the lattcn 

I am glad that you dance fo well, as to be rec« 
koned by Marcel among his beft fcholars ; go on, 
and dance better ftill. Dancing well is pleafing ^r^ 
tanto^ and makes a part of that neceflary whole which 
is compofed of a thoufand parts, many of them Us 
injinment petit s quo'qu^ infiniment necej) aires. 

I fhall never have done upon this fubjeft, which 
is indifpenfably neceflary towards your making any 
figure or fortune in the world ; both which I have 
fet my heart upon, and for both which you now ab- 
folutely want no one thing but the art of pleafing ; 
and I rauft not congeal from you, that you have ftill 
a good way to go, before you arrive at it. You ftill 
want a thoufand of thofe little attentions that imply a 
defire of pleafing : you want a doucettr of air and ex- 
prefl[ion that engages : you want an elegancy and de- 
O 3 licacy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



198 LORD chesterfield's LETTERS 

licacy of expreflRon, ncceflkry to adorn thcbeft fenfe 
and naoft folid nutter : in Ihort, you jftiil want a great \ 
deal of the brillant and the poll. Get them at any 
rate : facrifice hecatombs of books to them : feck 
for theni in company, and renounce your clofet till 
you have got them, I never received the letter you 
refer to, if ever you wrote it. Adi^u; et hn/oir^ 
Monfeigneur. 



LETTER CCLVn. 

Greenwich, June the 6th, O, S, 1751, 

My dear Fribnd, 

Solicitous and anxious as I have ever been to 
form your heart, your mind, and your manners; 
and to bring you as near perfcftipn as the imperfec- 
tion of our natures will allow ; I have exhaufled, in 
the courfc of our correfpondence, all that my own 
mind could fuggeft, and have borrowed from others 
whatever I thought could be ufeful to you ; but this 
has ncceflarily been interruptedly and by fnatches. 
It is now time, and you are of an i^e, to review and 
to weigh in your own mind all that you have heard, 
and all that you have read upon tiiefe fubje^s ; and 
to form your own chigradler, your cotviud^ 4n4 
your manners, for the reft of your life ; allowing for 
fuch improvements a9 % fi^ther k^xowled^e of the 

world 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO HIS 80N. 199 

woria will naturally give yon. In this view, I 
would recommend to you to read, with the greateft 
attention, fuch books as treat particularly of thofe 
fiibje<^s ; reflc<Jiing fcrioufly upon them, and theh 
cbmparing the fpcculation with the prafticc. For 
example, if you read in the morning fbme of H 
Rochefbncaiilt^s maxims ; confider them, examine 
them well, ^nd qomparc them with the real charac- ' 
ters y6u meet with in the evenings. Read laBruyere 
m the morning, 4nd fee in the evening whether his 
})idures are like. Study the heart and mind t)f 
.man, and begiii with your own. Meditation and 
fefledion ihuft lay the foundation of that knowledge; 
but experience and pratftlce mufl:, and alone can 
complete it. Books, it is true, point out the opera- 
tions of the mind, the fentiments of the heart, the 
influence of the paiiions ; and fo far they are of pre* 
vious ufc : but without fubfequent practice, expe- 
rience, and obfervation, they are as inefFedhial, and 
would even lead you into as many errors in faft, as 
a map would do, if you were to take your nbtions of 
the towns and provinces from their delineations in it. 
A man would reap very little benefit by his travels, 
if he made them only in his clofet upon a map of the 
whole world. Next to the two books that I have 
already mentiohed, I do not know a better for you 
to read and fcrrioufly refleft upon, than Avis d^une 
Mere a un Fils par la Marquife de Lambert. She was 
a wonun of a fuperior underftandtng and knowledge 
of the world, had always kept the beft company, 
was folicitous that her fon ihould make a figure and 

O 4 ^ a fortune 



Digitized by 



Google — 



aOO LOUD chesterfield's LETTBR9 

a fortune in the world, and knew better thah any 
tody how to point out the means. It is very fhort, 
and will take you much Icfs time to read, than you 
ought to employ in reflecting upon it, after you have 
read it. Her fon was in the army, flic wiflicd he 
might rife there ; but, flie well knew, that, in order 
to rife, he muft firft pleafe : flie fays to him there* 
fore, * a Tegard de ceux dont vous icpenitT^ le premier 
merite efl de plaire. And, in another place, -f- Dans 
Us empkis fubatternes vcus ne vous fiutenez que par Us 
({grenjcns. Les maitres font comme Us maiirejesi quel- 
quefervice que vous Uur diez rendU^ Us ceffent de vous 
aimer quand vous cejfez de Uur plaire. This, I can 
aflure you, is at leaft as true in Courts as in Camps, 
and poUibly more fo, If to your merit and know^ 
Jedge you add the art of pl^fing, you may very pro- 
bably come in time to be Secretary of State ; but, 
take my word for it, twice your merit and know- 
ledge, without the art of pleafing, would, at moft, 
raife yon to the important pojl of Refident at Ham^ 
burgh or Ratifbon. I need not tell you now, for I 
often have, and your own difcernment muft have 
told you, of what numberlefs little ingredients that 
art of pleafing is compounded, and how the want of 

* With regard to thole upon whom you dcpcn4, the chief 
merit is to pleafe. 

t In fubaltern employments, the art of pleafing muft be your 
ftipport. Maftcrs are like miflreflesi whatever fervices they 
may b^ indebted tp you for, they ceafe tol ovc when you ceafe 
to be agreeable. 

the 
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khc leaft of them lowers the whole ; but the princi- 
pal ingredient is, undoubtedly, la douceur dam Us 
manieres: nothing will give you this more thsm 
keeping company with your fuperiors. Madame 
XAmbert tells her fon, * que vos liaifons foient avec dee 
ferfinnes du dejfus de vous ; par la vous vous accwiume^ 
0u refpeS et d lapoUteJfe : avec fes igautc onfe nigHge, 
tejprit iaffoupit. She advifes him too to frequent 
tbofe people, and to fee their iniide ; \ il eji bem ^ 
iafprocber Us hcmmes^ de les voird dicmtoert^ etavec 
kur mirtie de iouj les jours. A happy expreflion ! It 
was for this reafon that I have fo often gdvifed you 
to eftabliih and domefticate yourfelf, wherever you 
can, in good houfes of people above you, that you 
may fee their every-day charatfters, manners, habits, 
feftf. One muft fee people undrefled, to judge truly 
of their ihape ; when they are drelTed to go abroad, 
their clothes are contrived to conceal, or at leaft 
palliate, the defedls of it i as full-bottomed wigs 
were contrived for the Duke of Burgundy, to con* 
ceal his hump back, Happy thofe who have no 
faults to difguife, nor weaknefles to conceal ! there 
;ire few, if any fuch : but imhappy thofe, who 

* Let your connedions be with people above you ; by that 
means you will acquire a habit of refped and politenefs. Willi 
one*8 equals one is apt to become negligent^ and the mind grows 
toipid. 

t In order to judge of men, one mufl be intimately con« 
neded ; thus you fee them without a veil^ and with thehr mere 
eyeiy-day merit* 

know 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



kHA LORD CHB8T«Rl'I»Llr'S LKTTX&S 

4cn6w fo little of ^ the world as to judge by oatiwd 
appeamnCes. Courts arc the beft keys to chanifierB : 
thfere every paflion is bufy, every art exerted, eveiy 
thftra,ftcr analyfed : jealoufy, ever watchful, no^ 
enly difcovers, but expofed the mytteries of the trade, 
ft) that eveh by'BiMdtny apprennem a ^dhMner: Thtut 
itb the gteat art Of pleafing is pradtifed, taught, 
tthA kafn^d, with all its graces dkid delicacies. It ift 
\ht firft thing needful there : it is the abfohitely ne«» 
ttHkry hatbingc^r of merit and talents^ let tfaem be 
tvtt fo greal:. There is nn advantfiig a iVep without 
it. Let mifj»ithtt>pes and would-be phtidfciphers tle^ 
tkim as mu^h as they ^teafe againft the vices, tht 
iimulation, the diifimulation of Courts : tbofe m^ 
v«3ives are Aw^js the refuit of ignorance, ill'-hu*- 
tnotir, or envy« Let them Ifaow me a cottage wheit 
there ari iiot the fame vices t)f which they accu& 
Courts ; with this difFfetence only, that in a Cottage 
they appear in their native deformity, and that ia 
Courts, mannfers had gdod^breeding make tfaem kfk 
flrocfcitjg, and Wont their edge. No, be convinced 
that the geed-breeding^ the foutsmre, la douceur iea^ 
fes inaniertSj which al'bne are to be acquired at CourtSi 
are not the Ihowifli trifles only which fome people 
call or think them ; they area fdid good ; they pre- 
vent a great deal of real mifchief; they create, adorn, 
and ftrengthen friendlhips ; they keep hatred within 
bounds ; they -promote good-humour and good- will 
in families, where the want of good-breeding an4 
gcntlenefs of manners is commonly the original cauf<; 
of dtfcord. Get then, before it is too late, an habit 
4 ^ 
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of tlxft miltores virtuUs: pradtife them upon every 
the leaft occalion, that they may. be eafy and familiar 
to you upon the glPMteft $ for they lofe a great de* 
gree of their merit if they feem laboured, and only 
called in updn Extraordinary occftftoDs. * I tell you 
truly, this is now the only doubtful part of your 
charai^er with me ; and it is for that reafon that \ 
dwell upon it fo itiueh, &nd imndeatd it io ofteb. 
I ihall footi fee whether this dimbt of mine is fbund^ 
cd ; or rather, I hope I Ihall foon fee thit It is liot* 

This moment I fccfcivie your letter d^the ^t^y N. S, 
I am forry to iind that you faav^ hftd^ thmigh ev«r fb 
flight, a return of your Garniolandlfctddf ; and I 
hope your cofidufion will ptdvte a trtie oftfc, smd that 
this will be the lafti I will fend the tMhiit^ by ^ 
firft opportunity. As for the pifltn'ei, I atti iltekAf 
to full, that I am tefolved not to buy ttit nWre, tinteft 
by great accident 1 fhould mMt With fom^^thing fur^ 
prifingly good, attd as futprlfingly ches^. 

I Aould have thought that Lord * • ♦, at kit age^ 
and with his parts and addrefs, beed HM, Ime hiMk 
reduced to keep an opeta w-^^ in fuch a place ai 
Park, where fo many women of fkfiitoti g ettfefo afly 
ktvc ai volunteers, t am ftill isxdre forty t^at h^ il 
in love with her ; for diat will take hiitt oin ^gMii 
Company, and fink him into bad ; (Uch ai &ldl»n« " 
pipets^ md id gejm (fTfme ; maft tinedlfying and um 
becoming company for a man of fafhion ! 

Lady Chefterfield makes you a thdu£|tt(l M(b{di4 
ments. Adieu^ my dear child* 
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LETTER CCLVIIL 

Greenwich, June loth, O. S, 1751. 

Mt dear Frienb^ 

y OUR ladies were fo flow in giving their fpecific 
orders, that the mohairs, of which you at laft fent 
me the J)attcrns, were all fold. However, to pre- 
vent farther delays (for ladies are apt to be very 
impatient, when at laft they know their own minds), 
I have .taken the quantities defired of three mohairs 
which co(ne neareft to tlie defcription you fent mc 
fome tin;ie ago, in Madame MonconfeiFs own hand; 
and I will fend them to Calais by the firft oppor- 
' tunity. In giving la petite Blot her piece, you have 
a fine occafion of faying fine things, if fo inclined. 
Lady Hervey, who is your puff and panegyrifl, 
ivrites me word, that Ihe faw you lately dance at a 
ball, and that you dance very genteelly. I am ex- 
trcQiely glad to hear it ; for (by the maxim, that 
0tnne majm ccntinet in fe minui)^ if you dance gen- 
teelly, I prefume you walk, fit, and ftand genteelly' 
too 5 things which'are much more eafy, though much 
more neccfTary, than dancing well. I have known 
many very genteel people, who could not dance well ; 
but I never knew any body dance very well, who 
was not genteel in other things. You will prpbably . 
often have occafion to fknd in circleSi at the levees 
Iff princes and miniftersj when it is very necefTary 
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depair defapeyfonm^ et d'etre bienplante,mth jnour feet 
not too near nor too diftant from each other. More 
people ftand and walk, than fit genteelly. Awkward^ 
ill-bred people, being alhamed, commonly lit 
bolt upright, and ftifF; others, too negligent and 
cafy,yJ veautrent dans leur fauteuil^ which is ungracc- 
ftd and ill-bred, unlefs where the * familiarity is ex- 
treme ; but a man of faihion makes himfelf eafy» 
and appears fo, by leaning gracefully^ inftead of loll- 
ing fupinely ; and by varying thofe eafy attitudes in- 
ftead of that ftifF immobility of a balhful booby. 
You cannot conceive, nor can I exprefs, howad« 
vantageous a good air, genteel motions, and engag- 
ing addrefs are, not only among women, but among 
men, and even in the courfe of bufinefs \ they fafci- 
nate the afFe6tions, they fteal a preference, they play 
abput the heart till they engage it. I know a. man, 
and fo do you, who, without a grain of merit, know- 
ledge, or talents, has raifed himfelf millions of de- 
grees above his level, fingly, by a good air and en- 
gaging manners ; infomuch that the very Prince 
who raifed him fo high, calls him, mon aimable ^aut^ 
rien * : but of this do not open your lips, pour caufe^ 
I give you this fecret, as the ftrongeft proof imagi- 
nable of the efficacy of air^ addrefs, tournurt^ tt ious 
as petits riens. 

Your other pufFand panegyrift, Mr. Harte, is gone 
to Windfor, in his way to Cornwall, in order to be 

* The Mar^chal de Richelieu. 

back 
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back foon enough to meet you here : I really believe 
he is as impatient for that moment as I am, et c'ijt 
ioHtdire: but, however, notwithftanding my impa* 
tience, if, by chance, you ihould then be in » 
£tuation, that leaving Fans would eoft your heart 
too mai^ psuigs, I allow you to put off your jour- 
ney, and to tell me, as Feftus did Paul, af a nms 
eowftnknt feafin I wiil J^eak to thei. You fee by 
this> that I eventually facrifiee my ientiments t<» 
youFs, and this in a very uncommon objoA of ji^ 
tema} cotnplaifance/ Ptovided always, and be it 
underftood (as they fay in Afts of Parliament) that 
qtut te cunique domat Venus ^ non eruiefiemUs 0durif 
ignibus^ If your heart will let you come^ bf mg with 
you only your valet de chambre Chriftian, and your 
own footman ; not your valet de place, whom yoU 
may diftnifs for the time, as alfo yotuf coach; but 
you had beft keep on your lodgings, the inter- 
mediate e?cpence of which wiQ be but^inconiidjeia:- 
bfe, and you will want them to leave your boolcs 
and baggage in. Bring only the clothes you tri^vol 
in, one.fuit of black, for the mourning for theRrinct 
will not be quite out by that time, and one fuit of 
your fine clothes, two or three of your laced fhirts, 
and the reft plain ones : of other things, as bags, 
feathers, (Sc. as you think proper. Bring no books^ 
unlefs two or three for your amufexnent- upon the 
road ; for we muft apply finply to Englifli, in whick 
you are certainly no purifte ; ai\d I will fupply you 
iu&riehtly with the proper Engliih authors. I fhall 

probably 
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probably keep you here till about the middle of Oc- 
tober, and certainty not longer ; it being abfolutely 
neceflary for you to pafs the next winter at Paris ; fo 
that, ihould any fine eyes ihcd tears for your depar- 
ture, y 00 may dry them by the promlfe of yocir re- 
turn in two months. 

Have you got a mafter for Geometry ? If the 
Weather is very hot,^ yon may leave your riding at 
the nianige till you return to Paris, iihlefs you think 
the exercife does you more good than the heat can 
lio you harm ; but I defire you will not leave ofF 
Marcel for one moment: your fencing like wife, 
if you have a mind, may fubfide for the fummer; 
but you will do well to refume it in the winter, 
and to be aJroii at it, but by no means for offence, 
6nly for defence in cafe of neceffity. Good night. 
Yours. 

P. S; I forgot to ^ve you oiic commiffion, when 
you come here ; which is, not to h\\ bringing the 
^faces along with you. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCLIX. 

Greenwich, June 13th, O. S, 1751. 

Mt dear Friend, 

JLES bienfeances * are a moft neceflary part of the 
knowledge of the world. They confift in the rela- 
tions of perfons, things, time, and place; good 
fenfe points them out, good company perfe<Sls them 
(fuppoling always an intention and a delire to pleafe), 
and gopcl policy recommends them. 

Were you to converfe with a King, you ought to 
be as eafy and unenibarraiTed as with your owp valet 
dc chambre : but yet every look, word, and a<5):ion, 
Ihould imply the utmoft refpedl. What would be 
proper and well-bred with others, much your fupe- 
riors, would be abfurd and ill-bred with one fo very 
much fo. You muii wait till you are fpoken to ^ 
you muft receive, not give the fubjcdl of converfa- 
tion ; and you muft even take 'care that the given 
fubjeA of fuch converfation do not lead you into any 
impropriety. The art would be to carry it, if pof- 
fible, to fome indire6t flattery : fuch as commend- 
ing thofe virtues in fome other perfon, in which that 
Prince either thinks he does, or at leaft would be 
thought by others to excel. Almoft the fame pre- 

* This fingle word implies dcconiiD> good-breeding« and 
propriety. 

cautions 
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Caiitioh§ arc neceflUry to be ufed with Minifters, 
Generals, &c. who expeft to be treated with very 
hear the fame refpcft as their Aiafters^ arid cdtnmonly 
deferve it better. There is however this difference^ 
that one may begin the conveffatidn with them, if 
on their fide it fhould happen to drop, provided on^ 
does not carry it to any fubjeft upon which it is 
imprbpei* eithfcr for them to -l^eak or be fpoken to* 
In thefe two cafes^ certain attitudes and aftions 
would be extremely abfurd, beeaufe too eafy, and 
Confequently difrefpeftful. As for inft^ce^ if you 
Were to put your arms acrofs in yoUr bofom, twirl 
your fnuff-box, trample with your fc€t, fcratdh youf 
head, &c. it would be Ihockihgly ill-bred m that 
company j and, indeed, hot extreniely well-bred in 
any othef. The great difficulty in thofe cafes, though 
a very furrtiountable one by attention and cuftom, is 
to join perfeA inward eafe with perfedl outward re- 
fpe<a. 

In mixed companies With your equals (for in 
ttiixed companies all people arc to a certain degree 
equal) greater eafe and liberty are allowed ; but they 
too have their bounds within bienfeance. There is a 
focial refpeft neceflary : you may ftart your own fub- 
jeft of converfation with modefty, taking great care, 
libwevef , ♦ de ne jamais parler de co^des dam la maifon 
d'un ftndH. Tout* words, geftures, and attitudes, 
have a greater degree of latitude, though by no 

* Nerer to menUon*a rope In the famil/ of a man wholiaa 
been hanged. 

Vol. hi. P means 
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means an unbounded one. You may have your hand* 
in your pockets, take IhufF, fit, ftand, or occafioa- 
ally walk, as you like : but I believe you would no« 
think it very Inevjiant to whiftle, put on your hat, 
loofen your garters or your buckles, lie down upon 
a couch, or go to bed and welter in an eafy cbair^ 
Thdfe are negligences and freedoms which one can 
only take when quite alone : they are injurious ta 
fuperiors, Ihocking and ofFcnfivcto equals, brutal 
and infuking to inferiors- That eafincfs of carriage 
and behaviour, which is exceedingly engaging, wide- 
ly differs from negligence and inattention, and by no 
means implies that one may do whatever one pkafe&> 
it only means that one is not to be ftifF, formal, cm-^ 
barrafled, difconcerted, and alhamed, like country 
bumpkins, and people who have never been in good 
company ; but it requires great attention to, and a 
fcrupulous obfervatipn of Us hienfeantes : whatever 
one ought to do is to be done with eafe and uncon* 
eern ; whatever is improper muft not be done atalL 
In mixed companies alfo, different ages and fexesarc; 
to be differently addreffed. You would not talk of 
your pleafures to men of a certain age, gravity, and 
dignity; they juftly cxpe6l, from young people, a 
degree of deference and regard. You Ihould be full 
as eafy with them as with people of your own years : 
but your manner muft be different ; more refpedk 
muil be implied ; and it is not amifs to infinuate, 
tliat from tiiem you expeft to learn. It flatters and 
comforts nge, for not being able to take a part in the 
joy 'and titter of youth. To women you ihould al* 

ways 
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^ys addrefs youHelf with great outward refpetft and 
attention, whatever you fed inwardly ; their fex id 
by long prefcription entitled to it ; and it is among 
the duties of Uenfemce : at the Anne time that refpedl 
13 very profiedy,. and very agreeably^ mixed with a 
dsgree of enjonementy if yom have it : but thea, that 
iddmagt moft either diredtly or indiredtly tend to 
their praife, and even not be liable to a malicious 
coaftniAioh to their difadvantage. But here too^ 
gceat, adventioa mu& be had to the difference of age^ 
tank, and fitu&lion. A MarechaU of fifty muft not 
be pkyed with like a. young coquette of fifteen : re- 
fpQib. and feri&ui efijouewent^ if I may couple thofe 
two wm'dS) muft be ufed with the former, iuid mere 
biidifi4ige^, ziJUm(med*Un peu de p>UJfmmey is pardon* 
able with the latter, 

. Another important point of Ui bienfeances^ feldom 
enough attended to, is. not to run youi* own prefent 
humour and difpofition indifcriminately againft every 
body ; but to obferve, conform to, and adopt theirs* 
For example,, if you happened to be- in high good^ 
humour, and Zf flow of fpirits, would you go and 
fTng a * pont nmfy or cut a caper, to la Mar^chale de 
Coigny, the Pope*s Nuncio, or Abbe Sallier, or to 
iny perfon of natural gravity and melancholy, or 
who dt that time fhould be in grief ? I believe not : 
as, on the other hand, I fuppofe, that if you were 
in low fpirits, or real grief, you would not choofe to 
bewail your lituatton with la petite Blot. If you can- 
not command your prefent humour and difpofition, 

♦ Ballad. 

P ^ fingle 
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fingle out thofe to converfe with, who happen to be 
in the humour the neareft to your own. 

Loud laughter is extremely inconfiftent with les 
hienfeances^ as it is only the illiberal and noify tcfti- 
mony of the joy of the mob, at fome very filly 
thing. A Gentleman is often feen, butrery feldoro 
heard to laugh. Nothing is more contrary to i^i 
bienfeancis than horfe-pky, or jeux de main of any 
kind whatever, and has often very iertous, fome-^ 
times very fatal confequences. Romping, fbruggling^ 
throwing things at one another's head, are the be- 
coming pleafantries of the mob, but degrade a Gen*' 
tleman ; giuoco di m$no^ giuoco diviHano, is a very true 
iaying, among the few true fayings of the Italians. 

Feremptorinefs and dectfioa in young people i» 
ccntraire aux bienfeances : theylbpuld feldom feem 
to aiTert, and always ufe feme foftening mitigating 
expreffion ; fuch as iil nCeJl permis de le dire^ je croi", 
roispluidty Jfofe m^exfliquer^ which ibftens the man- 
' ner, without giving up, or even weakening the thing. 
People of more age and experience expedl^ and are^ ' 
entitled to, that degree of defei^ence.. 

There ist^bien/eance alfo witk regard to people of 
the loweft degree ; a Gentleman obferves it with his 
footman, even with the beggsur in the ftreet. He. 
confiders them aes obje6is of compallion, not of in-^ 
fuk ; he fpeaks to neither d'un ton brufyuty but cor* 
redls the one cooly, and refiifes the other with hu- 
manity. Th^re is no one occafion in the world, ia 
%vhich le ton brufque is becoming a Gentleman. In 
ihort, ks bUnpances are another word £ot manners^ and 

extend 
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extend to every part of life. They are propriety ; 
the Graces fhould attend in order to complete them ; 
the Graces enable us to do, genteelly and pleafingly, 
what les bienfeances require to be done at all. The 
latter are an obligation upon every man ; the former 
are an infinite advantage and ornament to any man. 
May you unite both ! • ' 

Though you dance well, do not think that you 
dance well isnough, and confequently not endeavour 
to dance ftill better. And though you ihould be 
told that you are genteel, ftill aim at being genteeler. 
If Marcel Ihould, do not you be fatisfied. Go on, 
court the Graces all your life- time ; you will find no 
better friends at Court : they will fpeak in your fa* 
your, to the hearts of Priitices, Minifters, and Mif- 
trefles* 

Now that all tumultuous paflions and quick fenfa* 
tions have fubfided with me, and that I have no tor- 
menting cares nor boifterous pleafures to s^tate me, 
my greateft joy is to confider the fair profpeft you 
have before you, and to hope and believe you will 
enjoy it. You are already in the world, at an age 
when others have hardly heard of it. Your charac^ 
ter is hitherto not only unblemifhed in its moral part, 
but «ven unfuUied by any low, dirty, and ungentle* 
manlike vice ; and will, I hope, continue fo. Your 
knowledge is found, extenfive, and avowed; efpc- 
cially in every thing relative to your deftination. 
With fuch materials to begin, what then is wanting ? 
Not fortune, as you have found by experience. You 
have had, and ihall have, fortune fufficient to aiifift 
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your merit acd your induftry ; and, if J can help fc, 
you never iliall have eoough to thalce you .negligent 
of either. You have too fnensfana in {orpnrefimoj the 
jgreateft blefiing of all. All therefore that you want 
26 as much in your power to acquire, fts to cnt yota 
bre^faft when 6et before you ; it i« only that know^ 
ledge of the world, that elegancy ^f manners, th»t 
univerfal politends, and thofe graces, which keeping 
good company, and feeing variety of pbces and cfaa^ 
radlers, muft inevitably, ivith the laaft att^don oa 
your part, gi\^ you. Your foreign deftanatiefn leads 
to the greateft thmgs, and your parliamentary jitua^ 
tion will facilitate your progrefs. Oqntidier then thii 
pleafing profpe^ft as attentively for ycmielf, as I 
f;0AfideF it for you. Laboqr on yaox part to rt^ife ¥t^ 
as I will on mine to ailiil and enable you to do it« 
Ji^dhm numen abeftjifit prudentia. 

Adieu, my dear child ! I count tiftiB 4ays ^ I hsmi 
tl» pleafure of feeing you : I fhaU foon tountthe 
hours, and at 1^ the min^tos, with increasing im^ 
patience, 

P. S, The mohairs are this day gon(? from hcnco 
for Calais, recommended to the care pf Madiinwj 
Morel, and direfted, as deiircd, to the Comptrollc? 
General^ The three pieces cqmg (q iix |ii^ndfod ^jx4 
eighty f rench Jiyrw, 
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LETTER CCLX. 

Greenwich, June the 20th, O. S. 1751. 
My dear Friend, 

tHO very few people, efpeclally young travellers, fee 
what, they fee, or hear what they hear, that though 
I really believe it may be unneceflary with you, yet 
there can be no harm in reminding you, from time 
to time, to fee what you fee, and to hear what you 
hear ; that is, to fee and hear as you fhould do. 
Frivolous futile people, who make at leaft three 
parts in four of mankind, only defire to fee and 
hear what their frivolous and futile praecurfors have 
fcen^ajid heard ; as St. Peter's, the Pope, and High 
Mafs, at Rome; N6tre Dame, Verfailles, the 
French King, and the French Comedy, in France. 
A man of parts fees and hears very differently from 
thefe gentlemen, and a great deal more. He ex- 
amines and informs himfelf thoroughly of every 
thing he fees or hears ; and, more particularly, as 
it is relative to his own profeilion or deftination. 
Your deftination is political ; the objedl therefore of 
your inquiries and obferviations ihould be the poli- 
tical interior of things ; the forms of government, 
laws, regulations, cuftoms, trade, manufadlures, 
&c, of the feveral nations of Europe. This know- 
ledge is much better acquired by converfation. with 
fcnfible and well-informed people, tlian by books, 
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the bcft of which upon thefe fubjcfts arc always 
impejrfecft, For example, there are Prcfeqt States 
of France, as there are of England ; but they aro 
always defe<Slive, being publilhed by people unin- 
formecj, who only copy one another \ they are, 
however, worth looking into ; becayfe they ppjnt 
put objefts for inquiry, which otherwife might pof* 
fibiy never have occurred to one's mind i but an 
hour's converfation with a feniible Prefidentj op 
ConfeilUr^ will let you more into fhe true ftatc of the 
Parliament of Paris, than all the books in France, 
In the fame manner, the Almanach MUitaire is worth 
your having ; but two or three converfations with 
©flwcers will inform you much better of their military, 
regulations. People have, commonly, a partiality 
for their own profeffions, love to talk of them, and 
are even flattered by being confulted upon the fub- 
jeft ; when, therefore, you* are with any of thofo 
military gentlemen (and you can hardly be in any 
company without fome), a(k them military queftions. 
Inquire into their methods of difcipline, quartering^ 
and cloathing their men ; inform yourfelf of theif 
pay, their perquilites, Uurs montres^ leurs Jlapes^ 
fefr* Do the . fame as to the marine, and mak^ 
yourfelf particularly maftcr of that detail; which 
has, ^ and always will have, a great relation tq 
tiie affair* . of England ; and, in proportion as 
you get good infprmation, niake minutes of tjicpi ia 
ivritiag, 

The regulations of trade and commerce in France 
f^f excellent| as appears but top plainly for us, by 
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die great increafe of both, within thefe thirty 
year&; for, not to mention their extcnfive com- 
merce in both the Eaft and Weft-Indies, they 
have got the whole trade of the Levant from us ; 
find now fapply all the foreign markets with their 
fugars, to the ruin almoft of our fugar colonies, as 
Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward Iflands. Get^ 
therefore, what informations you can of thefe matters 
iilfo. 

Inquire too into their church matters ; for which 
the prefent difputes between the Court and the 
Qergy give yoif fair and frequent opportunities^ 
Know the particular rights of the Gallican church, 
in oppoiition to the ' prctenfions of the See of 
Borne. I need not recommend eccleliafHcal hif* 
tory to'you, fince I hear you ftudy du Pin very 
afliduoufly. 

You cannot imagine how much this folid and ufe« 
fill knowledge of other countries ^vill diftinguifh you 
in your own (where, to fay the truth, it is very little 
Jcnown or cultivated), befides the great ufe it is of in 
pU foreign negotiations; not to mention, that it en- 
ables a man to fhine in all companies* When Kings 
and Princes -have any knowledge, it is of this fort, 
pnd more particularly : therefore it is the ufiial topic 
of their levee ponverfations, in which it will qualify 
you to bev a coniiderable part : it brings you more 
pcquainte4 with them ; and they are pleafed to have 
people t»lk t9 thpip on a fybjeft in which they think 
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There is a fort<if chit-chat, cftfmall^alky i^bich 
is the general rim tff convcrfation at Courts, iin4 
in inoft mix6d companies. It is a fort of middling 
converikron, t)either fiUy nor edifying ; but, how- 
c%*et^ very necefliry for you to be mafter of. It 
turns upon the public events of Europe, and then 
is W: its btft ; very often ixpon the Clumber, the 
goodfflef&j or badncf&, the difcipline, *or the clothing 
of the troops of different Princes ; fometimes upon 
the families, the marriages, the relations trf Princes, 
MWl confidcrable peopte ,; and fometimes^ lai^onn^ 
ct^'ey^ the tnagni^cence of public entcrtainwtints^ 
bitts, fnafquerades, &c. I would wiffli yon to be 
*blel!otalk upon ^H thcfc things, bettei:, andtvith 
rtio*-e knowledge, thanxjther people ; infomuch that, 
%ipon thefe occ^fions, you fhoiild be applied to, and 
that people Ihould fay, I dare fay Mr. Stonh&p€ can 
tell us. 

Second-ratfe knowledge and tniddlingtafents carry 
a man farther at Courts, and in the bufy part of tine 
wbrld, than fupcrior knowledge and fhining parts. 
Tacitus very juiily accounts for a main's having 
always kept in favour, and enjoyed the bcft employ- 
ments, under the tyrannical re(gns of three or four 
of the verywouft Emperors, by faying, that it was 
irot fropirr aiiquam e^imiam arfeWi, fed quia par negGtiis 
mqm fapra erat. Dipfcretion^is the great article ; all 
thefe things.are to be Teamed, and only learned by 
keephrg a «gfeat deal of the befl company. Frequent 
thofe good houfes, where you have already a-footing, 
and wriggle yoyrfelf fomehow or other into every 
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^er. Haunt tlie Covrts particularly^ in brder to 
get diat routine. 

This moment I received yours of the i8th N. S, 
You will have had feme time ago my final an^wert 
concerning the pi Aures ; and, by my laft, an ac- 
count that the 'mohairs were gone to Madame Morel 
fi Calais, with thfe proper directions* 

I am forry that ymir two fons-in-law, the princes 
P— < — J are fuch boobies ; however, as they have 
the honour of being fo nearly related to you, I will 
ihow them what civilities I can, 

I confefs you have not time for long abfences 
iVom Paris at prefent^ becaufe of your various 
mafterSj all which \ wouid ifave you apply to clofely 
while you are now in that capital : but when you 
retorii thither, after the vflit you intend me the 
honour of, I do not propofe your having any 
matter at all, except Marcel once or twice a 
wedc. And then the Courts will, I hope, be no 
longer ftrange countries to yOu ; For I would hav^ 
yon run dowp frequently to Veriailles and St. Cloud, 
foit three or four days at a time. You know the 
AWb6 dc la Vtlle, who will prefent you to others, 
ib that you will fooa be faufili with the reft of 
the Court. Court is the foil in which you are to 
grow and flourilh ; you ought to be well acquainted 
widi the nature of it ; Vkt a& other foil, it is iii 
^Dme places deeper, in Others lighter, but always 
capable of great ixsiproretnent by cultivation and 
fXperience. 

Ybtt 
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You fay that you want feme hints for alettcr tft 
Lady Chefterfield ; more ufc and knowledge of the 
world will teach you occalionally to write and talk 
gentecljy fur des riens, which I can tell you is a very 
ufeful part of worldly knowledge ; for, in fome com- 
panies^ it would be imprudent to talk upon any thing 
clfe, and with very many people it is impoffible ta 
talk of any thing elfe ; th^y would npt underftand 
you. Adieu I 



LETTER CCLXL 

London,. June the 24th, O. S. i^Si. 

My deak Friexd, 

Jx I R, addrefs, manners, and graces, are of fuch 
infinite advantage to whoever has them, and fo pe- 
culiarly and effcntially neceflary for you, that now, 
as the time of our meeting draws near, I tremble for 
fear I fliould not find you poffefled of them ; and, ■ 
to tell you the truth, I doubt you ire not yet fuf- 
ficiently convinced of their importance. There is, 
for inftance, your intimate friend Mr. H— — , who, 
with great q:ierit, deep knowledge, andathou^d 
.good qualities, will never make a figure in the world 
while he lives : Why ? Merely for want of thofe ex- 
ternal and Ihowiih accomplilhments, whicl^ he bi;:g^ 
(he world too late to acquire ; and which, with his 
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ftudions and philofophical tum^ I bclfeve he thinks 
are not worth his attention. He maty, very proba- 
bly, make a figure in the republic of letters ; but 
he had ten thoufand times better make a figure as a 
man of the world and of bufinefs in the republic of 
the United Provinces ; whith, take my word for it^ 
he never will. 

As I open myfelf, without the leaft referve, when- 
ever I think that my doing fo can be of any ufe to 
you, I will give you a fhort account of myfelf when 
I firft came into the world, which was at the age 
you are of now, fo that (by the way) you have got 
the ftart of me in that important article by two of 
three years at leaft. At nineteen, I left the univer- 
iity of Cambridge, where I was an abfolute pedant : 
when I talked my beft, I quoted Horace ; when I 
aimed at being facetious, I quoted Martial ; and 
when I had a mind to be a fine gentleman, I talked 
Ovid. I was convinced that none but the antients 
had common fenle ; tliat the Claftics contained every 
thing that was either neceflary, ufeful, or ornamen- 
tal to men ; and I was not without thoughts of wear« 
ing the toga virilis of thie Romans, inftead of the 
vulgar and illiberal drefs of the moderns. With 
thefe excellent notions, I went firft to the Hague^ 
where, by the help of feveral letters of recommen^ 
dation, I was foon introduced into all the beft com* 
pany ; and where I very foon difcovered, that I was 
totally miftaken in almoft every one notion I had 
entertained. Fortunately, I had a ftrong defire to 
pleafe (the mixed refult of good-nature, and a vanity 
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by no moans blameabk)^ and was fenfibfe- that I hadi 
nothing but the defire. I tlxerefore refcdvad^ if pof- 
fiblc, to acquire- the means toQ* I ftudied attenliA^ely 
and minutely die dr efs, the. air, the manner, f bead- 
drefs, and the tumof converfadco^ of aJlthofe whom 
I found to be th^i peopk iafa(hiojQL, andmofl: gene^ 
rally allowed to pleafe. I imitated them as wfiil as I 
could. : If I heard tiiat one mart ^)rar reckoned re* 
markdbly genteel, I carefuiLy watched his drefs, mo* 
tioos# and attitudes^ and focmedmy own upon thenw 
WheR I b^rd of another* whofe conyerfation was ^ 
agreeable ajid engaging^ I lifibened and attended to 
the turn ^f iu I addrefTed myfelf, though di trei 
vtOM^fe', gra£e^ to. all die moft faifalonabk fine la- 
dies;, coofefled^ and. laughed witk them at my owtt 
awj&waixlneis. and rawneis, recommending myfelf a^ 
an objeA fi>r them, to try theic ikill in forming. By 
thefe n^jeaot,. and with a paffiooate defire of pleafing 
every body, I came by degrees to pleafe fome ; and 
I can aflsire you, thai what little figure I have made 
ia the. world has been mudi more owing to. that 
poiSona/te defire I had of pleafing univeiially, than[ 
tot any intrinfic merit, or found knowliedge, I might 
ever haTce been mafier of. My paiTion for pleafing. 
was fbtiltong (and I am very glad it was fo), that I 
cma to you fairly, I wifhedf to- make every woman I 
iaw iq love with me> and every man I met with ad* 
mira me. Without this pafiion for the obje<5l, I 
fhould never have been- fo attentive to the means ; 
and I own. I cannot conceuve how it is poffiWe fbt 
aay maa of gpod*aature ^d good-fenfeto be witb« 
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out this paffion. Does not good-o^rc incline uA 
to pleafe all thofe we conyqrfe with, of \HhateY.eo 
rank or ftation they may be ? And does not gpod-> 
fenfe, and common obf^rvatioti) ihow of what in^ 
finite ufe it is tq pleafe ? Oh ! but one may pleaia 
by the good qualities of the health and the know-« 
ledge of the head, without that &fhionabIe air, ad< 
drefsy and manner, which is mere tinfeL I deny it. 
A man may be efteemed and refpe£):ed, but I defy 
him to pleafe without them. Moreover, at your age^ 
I would not have contented myfelf with barely pleaf-* 
ing ; I wanted to ihine, and to diftinguiih myfelf in 
the world as a man of falhion and gallantry, as well 
as bulinefs* And that ambition, or vanity, call it 
what you pleafe, was a right one ; it hurt nobody, and 
made me exert whatever talents I had. It is the fpring 
of a thoufand right and good things. 

I was talking you over the other day with one very 
much your friend, and who had often been with 
you, both at Paris and iA Italy. Among the innu-i 
merable queftions, which you may be fure I alked 
him concerning you, I h^pened to mention your 
drefs (for, to fay the truth, it was the only thing 
of which I thought him a competent judge) ; upon 
which he faid, that you drefled tolerably well at Pa^ 
ris ; but that in Italy you drefled fo ill, that he ufed 
to joke with you upon it, and even to tear your 
clothes. Now, I muft tell you, that at your age it 
is as ridiculous not to be very well drefled, as at my 
age it would be, if I were to wear a white feather and 
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red-heeled fhoes. Drefs is one of the various irigrc-* 
dicnts that contribute to the art of pleafing } it plcafcs 
the eyes at leaft, and more efpecially of women. 
Addrefs yourfelf to the fenfes, if you would pleafe i 
dazzle the' eyes, fqpth tod flatter the ears of man- 
kmd ; engage their hearts, and let their reafon dor 
its worft againft you. Suaviter in mode is the great 
fecret. Whenever you find yourfelf engaged in- 
fenfibly in favour of any body of no fuperior merit 
nor diftinguifhed talents, examine, and fee what it 
is that [has made thofe impreffions upon you : you 
will find it to be i}\2it douceur ^ that gentlenefs of 
manners, that air and addrefs, wKieh I have fo oftenf 
recommended to you, and from thence draw this 
obviouis conclufion, That what pleafes you in them, 
will pleafe others in you ; for we are all made of thcf 
fame clay, though fbme of the lumps are a little 
finer, and fome a little coarfer ;. but, in general, the ' 
fureft way to judge of others is to examine and ana- 
lyfe one's felf thoroughly. When we meet, I will 
afiift you in that analyfis, in which every man wanty 
fome afliftance againft hia own felf-lovc. Adieuir 



LETTER 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^6 HIS soif. 125 



Letter cclxil 

Greehwich, June the 30th j O. S» 175** 

MY DBAR FlLlEND> 

X RAY give ^the enclofexi to our ifiiend the Abbe ; 
it is to congratulate him u^on his Canonicat^ which 1 
am really very glad ofj afid I hope it will fatten hini 
tip to Boileau's Chanoine ; at prefent he is as meagre ' 
as att Apoftie or a Propheh Ry the way, has ke 
fever introduced you to U Duchefle d^Aiguillon ? it 
lie has hot, make him prefeht you ; and if he has, 
iFrequent her ^ aad make her many compiiriients from 
faie. She has uncommon fenfe and knowledge, for i 
woman, and her houfe is the tefort of one let of ks 
veaux efpriU\ It is a fatisfaftion and a fort of credit 
to be ,ac(quainted with thofe gentlemen ; and it puts 
a yOuhg- fellow in fafhioh. Apropos de beaulx tfprits ; 
We you les entrees at Lady Sandwich's; who, old as 
Ihe was, when I faw her laft^ had the ftroilgeft parts 
of any woman I ever knew iii my life ? If ydu are 
hot acquainted with her^ either the Duchefs d'Air 
guillbh or Lady Hervey can, and t dare fay will in- 
troduce you. I can aflure you, it is very well worth 
your while, both upon her own account, and for the 
fake of the people of wit and learning who frequent 
her. In fuch companies there is always fomething 
to be learned, as well as manners : the converfation 
tunas upon fomething above trifles ; fome point of' 
Vox-* III Q literature^ 
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literature, criticifm, hiftory, 6fr. is difcuflcd with 
ingenuity and gnod manners ; for I rftuft do the 
French people of learning juftice ; they are not bears, 
as moft of ours are : they are gentlemen. 

Our Abb<5 writes me word that you were gone to 
Compiegne ; I am very glad of it ; other Courtjmuft 
form you for your own. He tells me too, that you 
iave left off riding at the manege ; I have no objec- 
tion to tliat, it takes up a great deal of the morning; 
and if you have got a genteel and firm feat 6n hbrfc- 
back^ it is enough for you, now that tilts and tour-* 
naments are laid aiide, I fuppofe you have hunted at 
Compiegne. The King's hunting there, I am told, 
is a fine fight. The French manner of hunting h 
gentleman-like ; ours is only for bumpkins an^ boo- 
bies. The poor beafts here are purfued and run 
do^Vn by much greater beafts than themfelves } and 
the true Britirti fox-hunter is moft undoubtedly a 
fpecies appropriated and peculiar to this country. 
Which no other part of the globe produces. 

I hope you apply the time you have faved from the 
riding-houfe to ufeful more than to learned purpofes; 
for I can aflure you they are ver)'^ different things. 
I would have you allow but one hour a day for 
Greek ; and that more to keep what you have, than 
td increafe it : by Greek, I mean ufeful Greek 
books, fuch as Demofthenes, Thucydides, &c. and 
not the poets, with whom you are already enough 
acquainted. Your Latin will take care of ttfelf* 
Whatever more time you have for reading, prajr 
bcftow it upon thofe books which arc immediately 
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tetative to your deftination ; fuch as m<klcrn hiftcnry, 
Ih the modern languigesj^ memoirs, anecdotes, tet- 
ters, negotiations, &f^. CollecSl alfo, if yott can, 
tautheAtically> the prcfent ftate of all the courts and 
^oantries in Europe, the chara(5ters of the Kings and 
Princes, iheir wives, their rfiinifters, and their w — s ; 
their feveral views, conne6tions, ind interefts ; the 
ftatc of their finances^ their military force, th^tit 
trade, maftufaftures, and commerce. This i* th-ft 
lifeful, the neCeflary knowledge for you, and indeed 
for every gentlemam But with dl this, remember 
that living books are much better than (kad ones ; 
.tod throw aWay no tirte (for it 19 thrown away) ivith 
the latter, which you can employ well with the fisr- 
mer ; for books muft now be ortly your amufenkint, 
but by no means your buliilefs* I hid much rather 
th*t you were paffionately in love with fome deter- 
mined coquette of condition (vsrho would lead you 
adancd, falhion, fupple, and polifli you), than that 
you knew all Plato and Ariftotle by heart : an hour 
Sit Vef failles, Compiegne, or St* Cloud, is tiow worth, 
more to you than three hours in your clofet, with the 
beft books that ever were written. 

I hear the difpute between the Court and the 
Clergy is made up amicably; both parties hav* 
yielded fomething ; the King being afraid of lo&ng 
more of his foul, ahd the Clergy more of their re- 
venue. Thofe gentlemen are verc Ikilful in makii^g 
the moft of the vices and the weaknefles of the laity, 
I h<^ you have read and informed yourfelf fully c£ 
•ircry thing relative ter that affiiic ; it i% a tery im- 
Q a portant 
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.poitant queftion, in which the pricfthood of every 
country in Europe i» highly concerned. .If yoa 
would be thoroughly convinced that tlieir tiriies aFC 
of divine inftitution, and their property the property 
of God himfelf, not to be touched by any power oil 
earth, read Fra-Paolo de beneficiuy an. excellent and 
ibort book; for which, and fome other freatifea 
i^ainft the Court of Rome, he was ftiktto'd ; which 
made him fay afterwards, upon feeing an anonymous 
book Written agaixlft him, by order of the Pope, Cth- 
nojco bene lojlile Romano, 

The Parliament of Paris, and the States of Lan** 
guedoc, will, I believe, hardly fcramble off; having 
only reafon and juftice, but no terrors on their [fide. 
Thofe are political and conftituticrnal queftions, that 
well dcferve your attention and enquiries ; I hope 
you are thoroughly mafter of them. It is alfo worth 
your while to collect and keep all the pieces written 
upon thofe fubjc<5ts« 

I hope you have been thanked by your ladies, at 
leaft, if not paid in money, for the mohaiss, which 
I fent by a courier to Paris fohie time ago, inftead 
of fending them to Madame Morel at Calais, as* I 
tbld you I ibould. Do they like them ; and do they 
. like you the better for getting them ? La petite BUt 
devroit au mains pdier de faperfonne. As for Madame 
de Polignac, 1 believe you will very wiUingly hokl 
her excufed from perfonal payment. 

Before you return to England, pray go again la 
Orii, for two or three days, and alfo to St. Cloud, ia 
carder to fecurc a good reception there at your rc^ 

^ tU»tf 
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turn* A{k ttie Marquis de Matignon too, if he has 
any orders for you in England, or any letters or 
packets for Lord Bolingbroke. Adieu j Go pn, and 
profpcr- 



LETTER CCLXIII. 

Greenwich, July the 8th, O, S* ij$u 

My dear Friend, 

1 HE laft mail brought me your letter of the 3d 
July, N. S. I am glad that you are (b well with 
Colonel Yorke, as to be let into fccret cofrefpon- 
dences. Lord Albemarle's referve to you is, I 
believe, more owing to his Secretary than to him- 
fclf ; for you feem to be much in favour with him ; 
and poffibjy too he has no very fecret letters to com- 
municate. However, take care not to difcover the 
leafi diilatisfadlion upon this fcore : make the proper 
acknowledgements to\ Colonel Yorke, for what he 
does ihow you ; but let neither Lord Albemarle nor 
his people perceive the leaft coldnefs on your part, 
upon account of what they do not (how you. It it 
very often necefiary not to manifeft all one feels. 
Make your court to, ind conned): yourielf as much 
as poffible with Colonel Yorke, he may be of great 
ufe to you hereafter ; and when you take leave, not 

d 3 only 
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oply offer to bring over any letters or packets by way 
of f.-curity 5 bi|t even a{k, as a favour, to be the 
currier of a letter from him to his father the Cbanh 
cellor. A propos of your coming here ; I confef& 
that I am weekly impatient for it, and think a few 
days worth getting; I would, therefore, inftead of 
the %^X^ of next months N. S. which was the day 
that fome time ago I appointed for your leaving 
Paris, have you fet out on Friday the 20th Augufl-, 
N. S. ; in confequence of which, you will be at 
Calais fome time on the Sunday following, and pro-t 
bably at Dover within four-and-twenty hours after- 
wards. If you land in the morning, you may in a 
poft-chaife get to Sittihgborne that day : if you 
come on fliore in the evening, you can only get to 
Canterbury, where you will be better lodged than at 
Dover. Iwill not have you travel in the night, nor 
fiitigue and overheat yourfelf,> by running on four- 
feore miles the moment you land. You will ^eom^ 
ftraight to^Blackheath, where I ftiaU be ready to- 
meet you, and which is diredtty upon the JJover 
i5E>ad to London ; and we will go to town together^ 
^er you have refted yourfelf a day or two here, 
JiA tho' other directions, which I gave you in my 
former letter, hold ftill the fame. But, notwitlw 
ilanding this regulation, Ihould you have any 
particular reafons for leaving Paris, two or three 
days fooner, or later, than the above-mentionedji 
ifous ites le waitre. Make all your arrangenuM 
m Paris for about z, fix weeks ^ay in England, 2^t 
fertheft, 

Ihad 
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I had a letter the other day from Lord Hunting* 
don, of which one half at leaft was your panegyric : 
it was extremely welcome to me from fo good am 
hand. Cultivate that friendfhip ; it will do you 
honour, and give you ftrength. Connexions, in 
cur mixed parliamentary government, are of great 
ufe. ' 

I fend you here cnclofed the particular price of 
each of the mohairs ; but I do not fuppofe that you 
will receive a ihilling for any one of them. How- 
ever, if any of your ladies fhould take an odd fancy 
to pay, the Ihorteft way, in the courfe of bufinefs, 
is for you to keep the money, and to take fo much 
lefs from Sir John Lambert in your ncXt draught 
upon him. 

I am very forry to hear that Lady Hervey is 
ill, Paris does not feem to agree with her; Hit 
ufed to have great health here. J profos of her; 
remember, when you are with me, not to men* 
tion her but when you and I are quite alone, for 
reafons which I will tell you when wc meet : but 
this is only between you and me ; and I defire that 
you will not fo much as hint it to her, or any body 
elfe. 

If old Kiirzay goes to the valley of Jehofha^ 
phat, I cannot help it ; it will be an cafe to 
our friend Madame Monconfeil, who I believe 
maintains her, and a little will not fatisfy her in 
any way. 

Remember to bring your mother fome little pre- 
iients ; they need not be of value, but only marks 

Q 4 Qi 
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of your afFeAipn and duty for one who has always 
been tenderly fond of yoUr You may bring Lady 
Chefterfield a little Martin fnufF-box, of about fivQ 
louis ; and you need bring over no other pr^fents i 
you and I not wanting les peUts pre/ens p$ur entreteniti^ 
Tamitii. 

Since I wrote what goes before, J have talked yon 
over minutely with Lord Albemarle ; who told me^ 
that he eould very fincerely commend ypu upoii 
every article but one ; but upon that one you were 
often joked, both by him and others, I defired to 
know what that was ; he laughed, and told me, it 
was the article of drefs, in which you were exceed- 
ingly negligent. Though he laughed, I can aflure 
you, that it is no laughing matter for you ; and you 
will pojSibly be furprifcd when I affert (but, upon 
my word, it is literally true) tbat to be very well dreft 
is of much more importance to you, than all tho 
Greek you know will be of thefe thirty years. Re- 
member, the world is now your only bufinefs ; and 
you muft adopt its cuftoms and manners, be they 
filly or be tliey not. . To negleA your drefs, is an 
affront to all the women you keep company with, a^ 
it implies, that you do not think them worth that 
attention which every body elfe doth ; they mind 
drefs, and you will never pleafe^ them if you negleA 
yours ; and, if you do not pleafe the women, you 
will not pleafe half the men you otherwife might. 
It is the wpmen who put a young fellow in faftiion, 
even with the men. A young fellow ought to have 
at certain fund of coquetry ; which ihould make him 
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try all the means of pleafing, as much as any co^ 
quctte in Europe can do. Old as I am, and litfle 
thinking of women, God knows, I am very far 
from being negligent of my drefs ; and why ? From 
conformity to cuftom ; and out of decency to men, 
who expecft that degree of complaifance. I do not, 
indeed, wear feathers and red-heels ; which would 
ill-fuit my age : but I take care to have my clothes 
well -made, my wig well combed and powdered^ 
my linen and perlon extremely . clean. I even 
allow my footmen forty Ihillings a year extras 
ordinary, that they may be fpruce and neat. 
Your figure efpecially, , which from its ftature 
cannot be very majeftic and interefting, ihould 
be the more attended to in point of drefs : as it 
cannot be impofante, it fhould be gentHIe, atmabli^ 
bien mi/e. It will not admit of negligence and 
careleffnefs. 

I believe Mr. Hayes thinks you have flighted htm 
a little pf late, fince you have got into fo much 
other company. I do not^ by any means, folamo 
you for not frequenting his houfe fo much as yoQ 
did at firfl, before you had got into fo many other 
houfes, more entertaining and more infbruAing 
than his t on the contrary, you do very well ; howf 
ever, as he was extremely civil to you, take cai^e 
to be fo to him, and make up in manner, what 
you omit in matter. See him, dine with l^im 
before you come away, and afk ^lis cojnpiands for 
England. 
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Yoiir triangular feal is done, and I have given it 
to an Englifh gentleman, who fets out in a week for 
Paris, and who will deliver it to Sir John Lambert 
for you. 

I cannot conclude this letter, without returning 
again to the ihowifh, the ornamental, the ihlning 
parts of your charaAer ; which if you neglc<5V, upon 
my word you will render the folid ones abfolutdy 
ufelefs : nay, fuch is the prefent turn of the worlds 
that fome valuable qualities are even ridiculous, if 
BOt accompanied by the genteeler accomplishments. 
Ptainnefs, finrjplicity, and Quakerifm, cither in 
drefs or manners, will by no means do ; they muft 
both be laced and embroidered : fpeaking, or 
writmg. fenfe, without elegancy and turn, will be 
very little perfuaiive ; and the beft figure in the 
world, without air and addrefs, will be very ineffec* 
tual. Some pedants may have told you, that found 
fenfe, and learning, ftan'd in need of no ornaments; 
and, to fupport that affcrtion, elegantly quote the 
yulgar proverb, that good wine needs no lujh ; but, 
furely, the little experience you have already had of 
fhc world muft have convinced you, that the con- 
trary of that affcrtion is true. All thofe accompli(h* 
menfs are now in your power ; think of them, and 
of them only. I hope you frequent La Foire St, 
Laurent, which I fee is now open : you will improve 
more, by going there with your miftrefs, than by 
ftaying at home^ and reading Euclid with yt)ur 
geometry mafter. Adieu. Divertijfez vows^ il i!y $ 

ritn de tel. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXIV. 

ft 

Greenwich, July the 15th, O- S. 1751. 

Mr de'ar Friend, 

As this k the laft, or the laft letter bot one, that 
I think I Ihall write before I have the pleafure of 
ieeij^g you here, it may not be amifs to prepare ybtt 
a little for our interview, and for the time we fhalt 
pafs together. Before Kings and Princes meet, J^Ci- 
iiifters on each lide adjuft the important points of 
precedence, arm-chairs, right hand and left, 6f r. fo 
that they know previoufly what they are to expefl", 
what they have to truft to : and it is right they 
(hoold ; for they commonly enry or hate, but moft 
certainly diftruft each other. We ihall meet upoit 
very dijSerent terms ; we want no fuch preliminaries: 
you know my tendernefs, I know your affe<Siion. 
My only objefl:, therefore, is to make your ihort 
fiay with mc as uieful as I can to you ; and yours, t 
hope, is to co-operate with me. Whether, by 
inakingitwholefome, I ihall make it pleafant to you, 
I am not fure. Emetics and cathartics I (hall not ad- 
minifter, becaufe I am fure you do not want them r 
but for alteratives you muft expedl a great many ; ami 
I can tell you, that I have a number of noftrums, 
which I ihall communicate to nobody but yourfd£ 
To fpeak withoirt a metaphor, I ihall endeavour to 
9^^ your youth with all the experience that I hare 

pur- 
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purchafed, at the price of feven-and-fifty years. In 
lorder to this, frequent reproofs, eorredlions, and 
admonitions^ will be neceflary ; but then, I promife 
you, that they fhall be in a gentle, friendly, and 
fccret manner y they fliall not put you out of coun^ 
tenance in company, nor out of humour when we 
are alone. I do not expe<5t, that, at nineteen, you 
fliould have that knowledge of the world, thofe 
manners, that dexterity, -which few people have at 
jiinc*and-twenty. But I will endeavour to give them 
you ; and I am fure you will endeavour to learn 
them, as far as your youth, my experience^ and the 
time we ftiall pafs together, will allow. You may 
have many inaccuracies (and to be fure you have, 
for who has not, at your age) which tew people 
will tell you of, and fome nobody can tell you of 
l)ut myfelf. You may poffibly have others too, 
which eyes lefs intereftedj^ and lefs vigilant than 
mine, do not difcover ; all thofe you fhall hear of, 
from one, whofe tenderncfs for you will excite hi^ 
^uriofity, and iharpen his penetration. The fmallefi; 
inattention, or error in mariners, the minutefi inek-* 
gancy of di<ftion,' the leaft awkwardnefs in .your 
(jrefs and carriage, will not efcape my obfervation, 
por pafs without amicable correAion. Two of the 
xaQlt intimate friends in the world can freely tell each 
other their faults, and even their crimes ; but cannot 
poffibly tell each other of certain little weaknefies, 
awkwardneifes, and blindneifes of felf-love ; to au- 
thorize that unreferved freedom, the relation be- 
tween us is abfplutely i^eceiTary. For example^ 1 

had 
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liad a very worthy friend, with whom I was iptimaf6 
enough to tell him his faults; he had but few ; I 
told him of them ; he took it kindly of me, and 
corredled them. But tfaen^ he had fome.weakneifes 
that I could never tell him of directly, void which 
he was fo little feniible of himfelf, that hints of then! 
were loft upon him« He had a fcrag neck, of about 
a yard long ; notwithftanding which^ bags being iii 
faihion, truly he would wear one to his wig, and 
did fo; but never behind him, for, upon every 
motion of his head, his bag came forwards brer onof 
Ihoulder or the other. He took it into his head'too^ 
that he muft occaiionally dance minuetS5 becaufe 
other people did ; and he did fo, not only extreiiiely 
ill, but fo awkward, fo disjointed, fo flim, fo meagre^ 
was his figure, that had he danced as well as ever 
Marcel did, it would have been ridiculous in him to 
have danced ^t all. I hinted thefe things to him as 
plainly as friendlhip would allow, and to no purpofe; 
but to have told him the whole, fo as to cure him, 
I muft have been his father, which, thank God, I 
am not. As fathers commonly go, it id feldom a 
misfortune* to be fatherlefs ; and, conlidering the 
general run of fons, as feldom a misfortune to be 
childlefs. You' and I form, I believe, an exception 
to that rule ; for, I am perfuaded, that we would 
neither of us change our relation, were it in our 
power. You will, I both hope and believe, be not 
only the comfort, but the pride of my ^age : and, 
I am fure, I will be the fupport, the friend,- the 
g;^ide of your youth. Truft me without referve, t 
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will advifc you without private iirtcreft, of (ecfel 
envy. Mr. Harte will do fo too ; btit ftill there taay 
be fome little things proper for you to know, and 
heceflary for you to correft, which eiren his friend* 
ifliip vvduld not let him tell you of fo freely as I fhouldj 
litid fome of which he may not poffibly be fo good a . 
judge of as I am, not having lived fo much in At 

reat world. 

One principal topic of bur converlation will be. 
Hot only the purity, but the elegancy of theEngiifll 
language; in both which you are very deficient* 
'Another will be the conftitution of this Country, of 
which, 1 believe, you know lefs, thanofmoft other 
countries in Europe. Manners, attentions, and ad- 
Hrefs, will alfo be the frequent fubjefts of our lec- 
tures ; and whatever I know of that important and 
neceflary art, the art of pleafing, I will unrefervedly 
communicate to you. Drefs too (which, as things 
are, I can logically prove, requires fome attention,) 
will not always efcape our notice. Thus, my lec- 
tures will be more various, and in fome refpcft* 
more ufeful, than Profeflbr Mafcow^'s ; and there- 
fore, I can tell you, that I expcft to be paid for 
them : but, as poffibly you would not care to part 
with your ready money, and as I do not think that it 
would be quite handfome in me to accept it, I will 
compound for the payment, and take it in attestion 
and pracSHce. 

Pray remember to part with all your friends, ac^ 
quaintances, and mifbrelTes, ifyotthaveanyatPari^^ 
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in fuch a manner as may make them not only will-» 
ing, but impatient, to fee you there again, AfTure 
them of your defire of returning to them ; and do it 
in a manner, that they may think you in earneft, 
that is, ave€ Xindion it une efpke d^attendrijfement. All 
people fay pretty near the f^me things upon thofe 
occafions, it is the manner only that makes the 
difference; and that difference is great. Avcrid, 
however, as much as you can, charging yourfelf 
with commifEons, in your return from hence to 
Paris ; I know, by experience, that they are ex- 
ceedingly troublefome, commonly expenfiye, and 
very feldom fatisfadlory at laft, to the perfons who 
give them : fome you cannot refufe, to people to 
whom you are obliged, and would oblige in your 
turn {' but as to common fiddle-faddle commiflions^ 
you may excufe yourfelf from them with truth, bjr 
faying that you are to return to Paris through Flan- 
kers, and fee all thofe great towns ; which I intend 
you Ihall do, and flay a week or ten days at BrufTels. 
Adieu ! A good journey to yoq, if this is my 
lall: ; if not^ I can repeat ^gain what I fhall wiih 
conftantly. 



LETTER 
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t fe tt ER CCtXV; 

London, December the i^\h, O* S. 1 75 fi 
My dear FrIeno^ 

i bU are now entered upon a fcerie of bufinefs'i 
where I hope you wilt one day make a' figure. Ufd 
does a gteat deal, but care and attention muft bd 
joined to it. The firli thing neceflary in writing let-* 
ters of bufiriefs, is extreme cleariiafs andperfpicuityi 
fcvery paragraph Ihould be fb clear, and unambi- 
guous, that the dulleft fellow in the world niay hot 
be able to miftake it, nor obliged to read it twice iii 
t)idtT to underftand it. This ncjceffary clearnefs im- 
J)lies a correftnefs, witliout excluding an etegaiicy of 
ftyle. Tropes, figures^ antithefes, epigrams, t^d 
x^Ould he as mifplaced, and as impertinent in letters 
of bufinefs, as they are fdmetimes (if judiciouflyufed) 
proper and pleafing in familiar tetters, lipon commofi 
tod trite fubjedts. In bufinefs, an elegant fimplicitJTj 
the rcfult of card, riot of labour, is required. Bufinefs 
mpft be well, not affeftedly, drefled ; but bf no 
means negligently. Let your firft attention be td 
clearnefs, and read every paragraph after you hare 
written it, in the critical view of difcovering lArhether 
it is poflSble that any one m4n can miflake the true 
fcnfc of it } and correA it accordingly. 

Our pronouns and relatives often create obfcurifj^ 
or ambiguity i be therefore exceedingly attentive to 

fheict^ 
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thenl, and take care to mark out with precifion their 
particular relations* For example ; Mr. Johnfon ac- 
quainted me, that he had feen Mr. Smithy who had 
ptomifed him to fpeak to Mr. Clarke, to return 
him (Mr. Johnfon) thofe papers, whjch he (Mr. 
Smith) had left fome time ^o with him (Mr. Clarke :) 
it is better to repeat a name, though unneceflarily, 
ten times, than to have the perfon miftakjn once. 
WhOy you know, is fingly relative to perfonsj an4 
cannot be applied to things ; wbieb>i and thaf^ arie 
chiefly relative to things, but not abfolu|:ely exclo- 
five of pcrfons; for one may fity^ the man that 
robbed or killed fuch-a-one ; but it is much better 
to fay, the man who robbed or killed. One nfcver 
fays, the man or th& woman fvhkb^, Which and ibal^ 
though chiefly relative to things, cannot, be always 
ufed iiKliflercntly as to things ; and the su^y^a mufl: 
fometimes determine their place. Fpr infiance. The 
letter wbkb I received from you, which you. referred 
to in your laft, which came by Lord Albemarle's 
meflenger, and which I fhowed to fuch^a-one ; { 
would change it thus — The \ttitvtbat I received from 
you, which you referred to in your lafl, thai cam^ 
by Lord Albemarle's meflenger, and which I fhowed 
to fuch-a-one. 

Bufinefs does not exclude (as poflibly you wifli it 
did) the ufual terms ofpolitenefs and good-breedings 
but, on the contrary, ftriftly requires them ; fuch 
as, / have the bonottr to acquaint jour Lerdlbip ; Per^ 
mit me to ajffkn you; If I may ht allowed to give mf 
opimon, iSc. For the Minifter abroad, who writes 
Vol.111. R to 
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to the Minifter at home, writes to his fuperior : pof- 
fibly to his patron, or at leaft to one who he defires 
ihould be fo. 

Letters of buiinefs will not only admit of, but be 
•the better iox certain graces : but then, they muft be 
feathered with a fparing and Ikilful hand : they muft 
fit their place cxa6My. ' They muft decently adorn 
without encumbering,* and modeftly Ihine without 
glaring* But, as this is the utmoft degree of perfec- 
tion in letters of bufinefs, I would not advife y6u to 
attempt thofe embelliihments, till you have firft laid 
your founflation well. 

Cardinal d*Oflat's letters are the true letters of 
bufinefs ; thofe of Monfieur d'Avaux are excellent ; 
Sir William Temple's arc very pleafing, but, I fear, 
too afieAed. Carefully avoid all Greek or Latin 
quotations ; and bring no precedents from the v/V- 
iuous SpartanSy the polite Atbeniansj and the brave 
Rtmans. Leave all that to futile pedants. No fiourifh^ 
es, no declamation. But (I repeat it again) there is 
an elegant fimplicity and dignity of ftyle abfolutely 
neceflary for good letters of bufinefs ; attend to that 
carefully. Let your periods be harmonious, without 
feeming to be laboured ; and let them not be too 
long, for that always occafions a degree of obfcurity. 
I ihould not mention correal orthography, but that 
you very often fail in that particular, which will 
bring ridicule upon you ; for no man is allowed to 
fpell ill. I wilh too that your hand-writing were 
much better : and I cannot conceive why it is not, 
fince every man may certainly write whatever hand 

he 
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he pleafes. Neatnef$ in folding up, fcaling, ahd di- 
rcAing your packets, is by no means to Be neglected t 
though, I darfe fay, you think it h. But there is 
fomething in the exterior evcnofapicltet, that may 
pleafe or difpleaib ; and confequently Worth fome at- 
tention. 

You fay that your time is very well employed, and 
fo it is, though as yet only in the outlines, and firft 
routine of bufinefs. They are previoufly neceflary 
to be known ; they fmooth the way fdf parts aftd dex- 
terity. Bufinefs requires no conjuration nor fupcr- 
natural talents, as people unacquaxmed with it are 
apt to think. Method, diligence, and difcretion, 
will carry a man of good ftrong common fenfe much 
higher than the finef]: parts, without th^ni, can do« 
Par negotiiSy neque fupra^ is the true churadter of a 
man of bufinefs : but then it implies ready attention, 
and no abfenas i and a flexibility and vcrfatility of 
attention from one objedl to another, wi4:hout being 
en^oifed by any one. 

Be upon your guard againft the pedantry and af- 
fedlation of bufinefs, which young people are apt to 
fell into, from the pride of being concerned in it 
young. They look thoughtful, complain of the weight 
of bufinefs, throw out myfl:erious hints, and fecm big 
with fecrets which they do not know. Do you, on 
the contrary, never talk of bufinefs, but to thofe 
with whom you are to tranfadl it ; and learn to feem 
vacuus^ and idle, when you have the moft bufinefs. 
Of all things, tht volto fcioJto, mi thtf enjleriftutti, 
are necefliry. Adieu. 

R 2 LETTER 
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LETTER CCIXf:!. 

Lood6n, December the 3otib, O. S. I75i;. 

Mt pear Friend, 

1 HE Parliaments are Ac courts of jnftice of 
France, and are what our courts of juftice in Weft- 
ininfter-Hall ar?licrc. They ufed antiaitly to fioi- 
low the Court, arid admioifter juftice in the prefence 
of the I^ing. Philip le Bel firft fixed it at Paris, by 
an edi6l pf 1301. It confifted then of but one 
€iambre^ which was called la Chambre des Prelaws, 
moft of tKe ^meni^bers being eccleliaftics ; but the 
multiplicity of biilfinefs qiadc it by degrees necef* 
fary to create feveral other tbambres : it confifts now 
oiitv^nchambres. ' 

La Grand* •Cbambrey which is the higheft court 
of juftice, and to which appeals lie from the 
others. 

Les cinq Cbamhres des Enqu&esy which are like our 
Common Pleas, and Court of Exchequer. 

La ^eurnelley which is the Court for criminal juf- 
tice, and anfwers to our Old-Bailey and King*ft- 
Bench. 

There are in all twelve Parliaments in France. 
I. Paris. 
a. Touloufe. 
3, Grenoble./ 

4. Bourdeaux. 
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'4. Bourdeaux. 

5. Dijon. 

6. Rouen* 

7. Aix ctt Provence. 

8. Relines en Bretagne. 

9. Pau en Navarre. 

10. Metz. 

1 1. Dole en Franche Comti. 

12. Douay. 

There are three ConfeiU fouverains^ which may 
aimoftbe called Parliaments ; they are thofe of 
Perpignan. 
Arras. 
Alface. 

For farther particulars of the French Parliaments, 
read Bernard de la Rocbefavin des Parlmens d^ 
France, and other authors, whd have tresUied that 
fubje<% conftitutionally. But, what will be ftill 
better, converfe upon it with people of fenfe and 
knowledge, who will inform yoii of the particular 
pbje<5ls of the fevcral cbambres, and the bufinefles of 
the rcfpedlive members, as, les PrefidenSy ks Prijidens 
a Mortier (thefe laft fo called from their black velvet 
caps laced with gold), les Maltres des Requites^ ks 
Greffiersy le Procureur Genfy'al, les AvocatSy Generaux, 
les ConfcilUrSy tSc. The great point in difpute is, 
concerning the powers of the Parliament of Paris, in 
matters of ftate, and relatively to the Crown. They 
pretend to the powers of the States General of 
France, when they ufed to be aflcmblcd (which, I 

R 3 . think. 
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think, they have not been fince the reign of Lewis 
the Xlllth, in the year 1615.) The Crown denies 
thofc pretcnlions, and confiders them only as courts 
of jufticc. Mezeray feems to be on the fide of the 
Parliament in this queilion, which is very well worth; 
your inquiry. But, be that as it will, the Parlia- 
ment of Paris is certainly a very refpedlable body, 
and much regarded, by the whole kingdom. The 
edi<9:s of the Crown, efpecially thofe for levying 
money on the fubjedls, ought to be regiftered in 
Parliament ; I do not lay to have their effedl, for 
the Crown would take good care of that ; but to 
have a decent appearance, and to procure a willing 
flcquiefcenct in the nation. And the Crown itfelf, 
abfolute as it is, does not love that ilrong pppoii- 
tioHf and thofe admirable repipnilrances, which 
it fometimes meets with from the Parliaments. 
Many of thofe detached pieces are very well worth 
your coUefting ; and I remember, a year or two 
ago, a remonftrance of the Parliament of Douay, 
upon the fubje<ft^ as I think,, of the vhtgiiemej 
^hich was, in my mind, one of the fineft ahd 
moft moving compofitions I ever read. They 
owned themfelves, indeed, to be flavcs, and 
ihowed their chains; but humbly begged of his 
Majefly to.fjiake them a litdc lighter ahd lefs 
jgalling. 

^bf States of France were general dStm\!^ts of the 
three ftates or orders of the kingdom ; the Qergy,' 
the Ijfobility, and the Tiers Etat, that is, the people. 
yhey ufed to be called together by the King, upon* 

"the 
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the moft important affairs of ftatc, like our Lordi 
and Commons in Parliament, and our Qergy in 
Convocation. Our Parliament is our States, and 
the French Parliaments arc only their courts of 
juftice. The nobility confiftcd of all thofe of noble 
extra6lion, whether belonging to the Jword^ or to 
the rob€% excepting fuch as were chofen (which 
fometimes happened) by the tiers itat^ as their 
deputies to the States General. The tiers itas was 
exadUy our Houfe of Commons, tliat is, the people 
reprefented by deputies of their own chooling. 
Thofe who had the moft conliderable places, dans la 
robe, aiCfted at, thofe aifemblies, as commiflionera 
on the part of the Crown. The States met, for the 
firft time that I can find (I mean by the name of Us 
itats) in the reign of Phanunond, 424, when they 
confirmed the Salic law. From that time they have 
beeo very frequently affemblcd, fometimes upon 
important occafions, as making war and peace, re- 
formmg abufes, iSc, at other times, upon feeminglf 
trifling ones, as coronations, marriages, iSc. 
Francis the firft affemblcd them in 1526, to declare 
null and void his famous treaty of Madrid, ligned 
and fwom to by him, during his captivity there. 
They grew troublefome to the Kings and to 
their Minifters, and were but feldom called, after 
the power of the Crowa grew ftrong ; and they 
have never been heard of fince the year 1615. 
Richelieu came and ihackled the nation; and 
Mazarine and Lewis the XlVth riveted the 
ftacIUei ^ 

R 4 There 
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There ftill fubiift ih fome provinces in Franco 
which are called^^i d'efaf^^ «an humble local imita- 
tion> or rather mimicry, of the great A^/j, .as in 
LangJiedoCj JBrstagne^ i^c. They meet, they {peak, 
they grumble, and finally fubmit to whatever the 
|5jng. orders. 

Independently of thC; intriniic utility of this 
jcind of knowledge to eyery maa of bufinefs,. it is 
a ihame fpr any man to be ignorant of it, efpecially 
relatively to any country Kc has been long in. 
Adieu. 



LETTER CCLXVIL 

London, January the 2d', O. S. 1752* 
My dear Friend, 

Laziness of mind^^ or inattention, ace as* great 
enemies to knowledge, as incapacity : for, intruib, 
what difference is there between a^iman who will not, 
sind a m^n who cannot be informed ? This difference 
only, that the former is jufUy to be bkcned, - the 
latter tp be pitied. And yet how m^M^y are there, 
very capable of receiving knowledge, who^, fromlasi^ 
nefs, inattention, and incurioufnefs, wUl not fo 
much as afk for it^ much lefs tak? the leafl pains ta 
acquire it ? . . 

Pur ydung Englilh travellers generally difliugailli 

<iiemfelve« 
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themfelves by a voluntary privation of all that ufc* 
ful knowledge for which they are fent abroad ; and 
yet, at that age, the moft uftful knowledge is the 
moft eafy to be acquired ; converfation being the 
book, and the beft book, in -which it is contained. 
The dnidgery of dry grammatical learning is over, 
and the fruits of it are mixed with, and adorned 
by the flowers of converfation. How many of 
our young men have been a year at Rome, and 
as long at Paris, without knowing the meaning 
and inftitution of the Conclave in the former^ 
and of the Parliament in the latter ? and this 
merely for want of aiking the firft people they 
met with in thofe feveral places, who could at 
leaft have given them fome general notions of thofe 
matters. 

You will, I hope, be wifer, and omit no opportu-> 
nity (for opportunities prefent themfelves every hour 
in the day) of acquainting yourfelf with all thofo 
political and conftitutional particulars of the king-* 
dom and government of France. For inftance; 
wheii you hear people mention U Cbancelier, or le 
Garde des Sfeaux, is it any great trouble for you to 
aft, or for others to tell you, what is the nature, 
the powers, the objefts, and the profits of thofa 
two employments, either when joined together, aa 
fliey often are, or when feparatc, as they are at 
prefent ? When you hear of a Gouverneur^ a Litu^ 
tenant de Roiy a Commandant, ^nd an Intendani of the 
feme province, is it not natural, is it not becoming, 
» it not neceflary, for a ftrangcr to inquire into theiF 

rcfpedlive 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



%$0 LORD CH£STERFIBLD*6 LETTERS 

refpedtive rights and privileges } And yet I dare fay 
there are very fe^ Engliihmen who know the 
difference between the civil department of the In* 
tendant, and the military powers of the others. 
When you hear (as I am perfuaded you muft) every 
day of the Vingtiime^ which is one in twenty, and 
confequently five per cent, inquire upon what that 
taxislaidy whether upon lands, money, merchan- 
dize, or upon all three ; how levied ; and what it is 
fuppofed to produce. When you find in bodis (as 
you will fometimes) allufions to particular laws and 
cufloms, do not reft till you have traced them up to 
their /puree. To give you two examples ; you will 
meet in fome French comedies, Cri, or Clameur de 
Hare ; aik what it means, and you will be told diat 
it is a term of the law in Normandy, and means 
citing, arrefting, or obligmg any perfon to appear 
in the courts of juftice ; either upon a civil or a 
criminal account ; and that it is derived from a Raoul^ 
which Raoul was antiently Duke of Normandy, and 
a Prince eminent for his juftice; infomuch, that 
when any injuftice was committed, the cry imme* 
diately was venez a Raoul, a Raoul, which words are. 
Qow corrupted and jumbled into baro. Another, 
Li vol du Cbapon, that is, a certain diftri(5l of 
ground immediately contiguous to the maniion- 
ieat of a family, and anfwers to what we call in 
Engliih demefnes. It is in France computed at 
about 1600 feet round the houfe, that being fup- 
pofed to be the extent of the capon's flight from Id 
hajfe ctmr. This little diftridt muft go along with the 

nianlion- 
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' manfion^eat^ however the reft of the efiate may be 
clivided. 

I do not mean that you ihould be a French law- 
yer ; bat I would not have you be unacquainted 
with the general principles of their law, 10 mattera 
that occur every day^ Such is the nature of their 
defcents ; that is, the inheritance pf lands : Do they 
all go to the eldeft fon, or are they equally divided 
among the children of the deceafed ? In England^ 
all lands unfettled defcend to the eldeft fon, as heir 
at law^ unlefs otherwife difpofed of by the father*s 
will ; except in the county of Kent, where a parti- 
cular cuftom prevails, called Gavel-kind ; by which, 
if the father dies inteftate, all his children divide his 
lands equally among them. In Germany, as you 
know^ all lands that are not fiefs are equally divided? 
among all the children, which ruins thofe families;, 
but all male fiefs of the Empire defcend unaliens^ly 
to the next male heir, which preferves thofe families. 
In France^ I believe^ defcents vary in different pro- 
vinces. 

The nature of marriage contrads deferves in« 
quiry. In England the general pra<ftice is, the huf- 
band takes all the wife*s fortune ; and, in confidera* 
tion of it, fettles upon her a proper pin-money, as it 
is called ; that is, an annuity during his life, and a 
jointure after his death. In France, it is not fo, 
particularly at Paris : where la communauti des biens is 
(efbiblifhed. Any married woman at Paris (i/jw are 
acquaintid with one) can inform you of all thefe par- 
ticulars. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe/ and other things of the fame nature^ an 
the ufeful and rational objeAs of the curiofity of a 
man of fenfe and bufinets. Could they only be at- 
tained by laborious refearches in Ibiba bookJ^ and 
worm*eateh manuifcripts^ I fliould not wonder at a 
young felkSwV being ignorant of them ; but as they 
are the frequerit topics of cohvcrfationy and, to be 
known by a Very little degree of curiofity, inquiry^ 
and attention, it is unpardonable not to know 
them. * 

Thus I have given you fome hints only for yow 
inquiries ; FEtai de la France^ F Almanack Jioyaly and 
twenty other fuch fuperficial books, will fiiroiih you 
with a thoofand more/ Jfprtffmdijh^. 

How often, and how juftly, have I fincc regretted 
negligences of this kind in my youth ! And how 
often have I fince been at great trouble to learn many 
things, which I could then ha^'e learned without any !^ 
Save yourfelf now, then, I beg of yciu, that regret 
and trouble hereafter. Afk queftions, and many 
queftions ; and leave nothing till you are thoroughly 
informed of it. Such pertinent queftions are far from 
being ill-bred, or troublefome to thofe of whom you 
aik them : on the contrary, they are a tacit compli- 
ment to their knowledge, and people have a better 
(pinion of a young man,'.when they fee him defiroua 
to be, informed. 

I have by laft poft received your two letters, of 
the I ft and 5th January, N. S. I am very glad that 
you have been at 41 the ihows at VeriGiiUes : fre-» 

quent 
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quent the Courts. I can conceive the murmurs of 
the French at the pbornefs of the fire-works, by 
which they thought their King or their country de- 
graded ; and, in truth, were things always as they 
fhould be, when Kings give fhows, they ought to be 
magnificent. 

I thank you for the Tbefs de la Sorhonne, which you 
intend to fend me, and which I am impatient to re-* 
cdve. But pray read it carefully yourfclf firft ; and 
inform yourfclf what the Sorbonne is, by whom 
founded, and for what purpofes. 

Since you have time, you have done very well to 
take an Italian and a German mafter ; but pray take 
care to leave yourfclf time enough for company : for 
it is in company only that you can learn what^will be 
much more ufefiil tx). you than either Italian or Ger* 
man ; I mean ia politejfiy Us manieresy et let grcues^ 
without which, as I told you long ago, and I told you 
txx^y €gmfatica e vana. Adieu. 

Pxay make my compliments to Lady Brown. 




LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXVm. 

London, Jan. the 6th, 0. S. 1752^ 

Mt DBAK. F&IBND, 

I RECOMMENDED to you, in my laft, fome in^ 
quiries into the conftitution of that famous fociety the 
S§rb<mne } but, as I cannot wholly tmft to the dilN 
gence of thofe inquiries^, I will give you here the out- 
lines of that eftablifhment ; which may poffiUy t%^ 
cite you to inform yourfelf of particulars, that you are 
more i portie to know than I am. 

It was founded by Robert de SorboHj in the year 
Z256, for fixteen poor fcholars in divinity ; four of 
each nation, of the univerfity of which it made a 
part ; fince that it hath been much extended and en* 
riched, efpecially by the liberality and pride of Car^ 
dinal Richelieu ; who made it a magnificent build- 
ing, for fix-and-thirty dodlors of that fociety to live 
10 : befides which, there are fix profefTors and fchools 
for divinity. This fociety hath been long famous for 
theological knowledge and exercitations. There un« 
intelligible points are debated with paffion, though 
they can never be determined by reafon. Logical 
fubtilties fet common fenfe at defiance : and myfti*^ 
cal refinements disfigure anddifguife the native beauty 
tndfimpUcity of true natural religion ; wild imagina- 
tions form fyftems, which weak minds adopt impli^ 
citly^ and which fenfe and reafon oppofe in vain ; 

their 
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fSbtiT voice is not fbrong enough to be heard in fchools 
of divinity. Political views are by no means neglecSt* 
ed in thofe lacred places ; and queftions are agitated 
and decided according to the degree of regard^ or ra- 
ther fubmiiliony which the Sovereign is pleafed to 
ihcw the Church. Is the Kmg a flave to the Church, 
though a tyrant to the Laity ? the leaft refiftance to 
' his will fhall be declared damnable. But if he will 
not acknowledge the fuperiority of their fpiritual 
over his temporal, nor even admit their impcrium in 
imperio, which is the leaft he will compound for, it 
becomes meritorious, not only to reliil, but to de* 
pofe him. And I fuppofe that the bold proportions 
in the Thefis you mention, are a return for the valu- 
ation of les biens du Qergi. 

' I would advife you, by all means, to attend two 
br three of their public difputations, in order to be 
informed both of the manner and the fubftance of 
thofe fcholaftic exercifes. Pray remember to go to 
all fuch kind of things. Do not put, it off, as one is 
too apt to do things which one knows can be done 
every day, or any day : for one afterwards repents 
extremely, when too late, the not having done 
them. 

But there is another (fo called) religious fociety, 
of which the minuteft circumftance defetves atten- 
tion, and furniihes great matter for ufeful refledtions. 
You eafily guefs that I mean the fociety of Us R, R. 
P. P. JifmtSj eftabliflied but in the year 1540, by 
a Bull of Pope Paul III. .Its progrefs, ^d I may fay 
ks vidtories, were more rapid than thofe of the Ro« 

mans; 
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taans ; for within the fame ccntafy it governed all 
Europe ; and in the next it extended its influence 
over the whole world. Its founder was an abandoned 
profligate Spaniifa ofliccr, Ignatius Loyola ; who, in 
the year I5ai, being wounded in the leg at the fiegc 
of Pampelona, weht mad from the fmart of his 
wound, the reproaches of his confcicnce, ahd his 
confinement> during which he read the lives of the 
Saints. Gonfcioufnefs of guilt, a fiery temper, and 
a wild imagination, the common ingredients bf en^ 
thuiiafm, made this madman devote himfelf to th^ 
psurticular fervice of the Virgin Mary ; whofe knight* 
errant he declared himfelf, in the very fame form 
in which the old knights-errant in romances ufed to 
declare themfelves the knights and champions of cer^ 
tain beautiful and incomparable princefles, whom 
fom^times they had, but oftener had not feen. Fpr 
Dulcinea del Tobofo was by no means the firft 
Princefs, whom her faithful and valorous knight had 
never feen in his life. The enthufiail went to the 
Holy Land, from whence he returned to Spain, 
where he began to learn Latin and Philofcrphy at 
three-and-thirty years old, fo that no doubt but he 
made a great progrefs in both. The better to carry 
on his mad and wicked defigns, he chofe four Dif- 
ci|>les, or rather Apoftles, all Spaniards, viz. Laynes^ 
Salmeron, BobadiUa, and Rodriguez. He then 
compofed the rules and conflitutions of his order ; 
which, \A the year 1547^ was called the Order of 
Jefuits, from the church of Jefus in Rome, which 
was givtn thoflu Ijgnattus died in 1556, aged iixty- 

five. 
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dSvc, thirty-five years after his converiion, and lix- 
tecn year$ after the eftablifhment of this fociety. He 
wa^ canonized in the year 1609, and is doubtlefs now 
a faint in heaven. 

* If the religious and moral principles of this fociety 
are to be detefted, as they juftly are ; the wifdoni of 
their political principles is as juftly to be admired. 
Sufpedled, collecftively as an Order, of the greatcfl: 
crimes, and convicted of many, they have either 
ofcaped punilhment, or triumphed after it ; as in 
France, in the reign of Henry IV. They have, di* 
redlly or indiredlly, governed thp confcienccs and 
the councils of all the Catholic Princes in Europe ; 
they almoft governed China in the reign of Cang- 
ghi ; and they are now adlually in poflcffion of tlie. 
Paraguay in America, pretending, but paying no 
obedience to the crown of Spain. As a coUeftive body 
they are detefted even by all the Catholics, not ex- 
cepting the clergy, both fecular and regular ; and 
yet, as individuals, they are loved, refpcfted ; and 
they govern wherever they are. 

Two things, I believe, chiefly contribute to their 
fuccefs. The firft, that paffive, implicit, unlimited 
obedience to their General (who always refides at 
Rome), and to the fuperiors of their feveral hbufes, 
appointed by him. This obedience is obferved by 
them all, to a moft aftonifhing degree ; and, I be- 
lieve, there is no one fociety in the world, of which 
fo many individuals facriiice their private intereft to 
the general one of the fociety itfelf. The fecond is, 
the education of youth, which they have in a manner 
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ingrofled t there they give the firft, and the ^rft are 
the lafting ipipreflions t thofe impreffions are always 
calculated to . be favourable to the fociety. I have 
known many Catholics, educated by the Jcfuits, 
who, though they detefted the foctety, fromreafon 
and knowledge, have always remained attached to it/ 
from habit and prejudicq. The Jefuits know, bettey 
than any fet of people in the world, the importance 
of the art of pleafing, and ftudy it more ; they be^ 
come all things to all men, in order to gain, oot a 
few, but raan^. In Alia, Africa, ^nd America, they 
become more than half Pagans, in order to convert 
the Pagans to be lefs than half Chriftians. In pri-.' 
vate families, they begin by infinuating themfplvti 
^ friendS;, they grow to be favourites, and they ena 
dirfiiors. Their manners are not like thofe of any 
other Regulars in the world, but gentle, poljte, and' 
engaging. They are all carefully bred up to that' 
particular deftination to which they fcem tg have A 
natural turn : for which reafon one fcc^ tnoftjcfuiti 
excel \n fome particular thing. They even breeci 
up fome for rnartyrdom, in cafe of need •, as thp 
Superior of a Jefuit feminary at Rome told Lorcl 
Bolingbroke : Ed abbiamo, auche m^rtirl per H mar-k 
ttrioy ft bifogna. 

Inform yourfelf minutely of every thing concerq- 
ing this extraordinary eftablifhment : go into rfieir 
boufes, get acquainted with individuals, hear fomo 
i)f them preach. The fineft preacher I ever heard \r\ 
my life is le Pere Neufwille, who, I believe, preachej 
foil at Paris^ and is fo much in the bcft cqmj)any, 

!;tat 
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that you may eafily get perfonally acquainted with 
him. 

If you would know their morale, read Fafchal's 
Lettres PiovincialeSy in which it is very truly difplaycd 
from their own writings. 

Upon the whole, this is certain > that a fociety, 
of which fo little good is faid, and fo much ill be- 
lieved, and that ftill not only fubfifts, hut flourifhes, 
muft be a very able one. It is always mentioned a^ 
n proof of the fuperior abilities of the Cardinal 
Richdieu, that, though hated by all the nations, 
and ftill more fo by his roafter, he kept his power 
in fpite of both. 

I would earneftly wilh you to do every thing now, 
which I wifh that I had done at your age, and did 
not do. Every country has its peculiarities, which 
one can be much better informed of during one's 
refidence there, than by reading all the books in the 
world afterwards. While you are in Catholic coun- 
tries, inform yourfelf of all the forms and ceremo- 
nies of that tawdry church : fee their convents buih 
of men and women, know their feveral rules and 
orders, attend their moll remarkable ceremonies ; 
have their terms of art explained to you, their tierce^ 
fexte, nones f mating, veprcs, complies ; their breviuriesj 
rofairesi hetiresj cbaplets^ agmis^ (sfc. things that 
many people talk of from habit, though few know 
the true meaning of any one of them. Converfe 
with, and ftudy the chara6ter of fome of thofc incar- 
cerated cnthuliafts. Frequent fome parloirsy and fee 

S a - tl%c 
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the air and manners of thofe Reclufe, who arc a difr 
tin6l nation themfelves, and like no other. 

I dined ycfterday with Mrs. F — ^ d, her mo- 
ther, and hufbaiid. He is an athletic Hibernian^ 
handfome in his perfon, but exceffively awkward and 
vulgar in his air and manner. She inquired much 
after you, and, I thought, with intereft. I anfwerecj 
her as a Mezzano ihould do : Etje frSnai votre ten" 
ilf'eje, vos/oinSy et vos foupirs. 

When you meet with any Britifh- returning to their 
own country, pray fend me by them any little bro^- 
ebUref, faHums^ thefes^ &fr. qui font di^ bruU oh du 
flaijir f Paris, Adieu, fhild. 



LETTER CCLXIX, 

London, January tjie 23d, O. S, 1753. 

, My DEAR Friend, 

JtIAVE you feen the new tragedy of Faron*, and 
what do you think of it ? Let me know, for I am 
fdetermined to form my tafte upon yours. I hear 
that the litigations and incidents are well brought 
pn, and the cataftrophc uncxpefted and furprifing, 
but the yerfes bad. I fuppofe it is the fubjetfl of 

* Written by the ricomte d* Grave-, and at that time th^ 
general topic of converfatiou at Paris. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ho HIS SON. l6t 

fill the coriverfafions at Paris, where boih women 
and men are judges and critics of all fuch perform- 
ances i fuch cOnverfations, that both form and im- 
prove the tafte and whet the judgment, are furely 
preferable to the convetfations of our mixed com- 
panies here ; which, if they happen to rife above 
bragg and whift, infallibly ftop ftiort of every thing 
cither pleafing or inflxudlive, I take the reafon of 
this to be, that (as worhen generally give the fon 
to the convcrfation) our Englifli women are not near 
fo well informed and cultivated as the French ; be- 
fides, that they are naturally more ferious and 
fileiit. 

I could wifli there were a treaty made between the 
French and the Englifh theatres, in which both 
parties fliould make confiderable conceffions* The 
Englifli ought to give up their notorious violations 
of all the unities ; and all their maffacres, racks, 
dead bodies, and mangled carcafes, which they fo 
frequently exhibit upon their ftage. The French 
fliould engage to have more adlion, and lefs decla- 
mation ; and not to cram and crowd things together, 
to almoft a degree of impoflibility, from a too 
fcrupulous adherence to the unities. The Englifli 
fliould reflrain the licentioyfnefs of their poets, 
and the French enlarge the liberty of theirs : their 
poets are the greatefl: flaves in their country, and 
that is a bold word ; ours are the moft tumultuous 
fubjedls in England, and that is faying a good 
deal. Under fuch regulations, one might hope tp 
fee a play, in which one Ihould not be lulled to 

S 3 fleep 
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lleep by the length of a monotonical declamation, 
nor frightened and (hocked by the barbarity of thd 
a<9:iQn. The unity of time extended occafionalhy 
to three or four days, and the unity of place 
broken into, as far as the fame ftrcct, or fomctimcs 
the fame town ; both which, I will affirm, are as 
probable, as four-and-twenty hours, and the fame 
room. 

More indulgence too, in my mind, fhould hf 
fhown, than the French are willing to allow, to 
bright thoughts, and to Ihining' images ; for 
though, I confefs, it is not very natural for a 
Hero or a Princefs to fay fine things, in all the 
violence of grief, love, rage, fef^. yet, .1 can as 
well fuppofe that, as I can that they Ihould talk 
to themfelves for half an hour ; which they muft 
neceflarily do, or no tragedy could be carried 
on, unlefs they had recoarfe to a much greater 
abfurdity, the choruffes of riie antients. Tragedy 
is of a nature, that one muft fee it with a degree 
of fclf-deception ; we muft lend ourfelves a little 
to the delufion ; and I am very willing to carry 
that complaifance a little farther than the French 
do. 

Tragedy muft be fomething bigger than life, or 
it would not afFeft us. In nature the moft violent 
paflions are filent; in Tragedy they muft fpeak, 
and fpeak with dignity too. Hence the neceflity 
of their being written in verfe, and, unfortu- 
nately for tl.e French, from the weaknefs of their 
language, in rhymes.- And for the fame reafon, 

Cato, 
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Cato, the Stoic, expiring at Utica, rhymes maf- 
culine and feminine, at Paris ; and fetches his laft 
breath at London, in moft harmonious and corredt 
blank vcrfe. 

It 15 quite otherwife with comedy, which Ihould 
be tnere coiiimon life, and not one jot bigger. 
Every charaAer Ihould fpeak upon the ftage, not 
only what it would utter in the fituation there repre- 
fented, but in the fame manner in which it would 
.exprefs it. For which reafon I cannot allow rhymes 
in Comedy, unlefs they were put into the mouth, 
und came out of the mouth, of a mad poet* But it is 
impoifible to deceive one's felf enough (nor is it the 
leafl: neceflary in Comedy) to fuppofe a dull rogue of 
an ufurer cheating, or gros Jean blundering, in the 
£neft rhymes in the world. 

- As for Operas, they are efletitially too abfurd and 
extravagant to mention : I look upon them as a ma- 
gic fccne, contrived to pleafe the eyes and the ears, 
at the expence of the imderftanding ; and I confider 
£nging, rhyming, and chiming Heroes, and Prin- 
ccfles and Philofophers, as I do the hills, the trees^ 
the birds, and the beafts, who amicably joined in 
one common country dance, to the irrefiftible tune 
of Orpheus's lyre. Whenever I go to an Opera, 
I leave my fenfc and reafon at the door with my 
half-guinea, and deliver myfelf up to my eyes and 
my ears. 

. Thus I have made you my .poetical confeffion ; in 
which I have acknowledged as many iins againil the 
eftabllQied tafte in both countries, as a frank heretiq 

S 4 could 
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could have owned againft the eftabliflied church in 
cither ; but I am now privileged by my age to taftc 
and think for myfelf, and not to care what other 
people think of me in thofe refpefls ; an advantage 
which youth, among its many advantages, hath not. 
It muft occafionally and outwardly conform, to a 
certain degree, to eftablifhcd taftes, faihions, and 
decifions. A young man may, with beconiing 
model^yy diflent, in private cotnpanies, from public 
opinions and prejudices : but he muft not attack 
them with warmth^ nor magifterially fet up his own 
fentiments againft them. Endeavour to hear and 
know all opinions : receive them with complaifance; 
form your own with coolnefs, and give it with 
modefty. 

I have received a letter from Sir John Lambert, 
in which he requefts me to ufe my intereft to pro- 
cure him the remittance of Mr. Spencer's money, 
when he goes abroad ; and alfo defires to know to 
whofe account he is to place the poftage of rny 
letters. I do not trouble him with a letter in anfwer, 
fince you can execute the commiffion. Pray make 
my compliments to him, and affurc him, that I 
will do all I can to procure him Mr. Spencer's bufi* 
nefs; but that his moft efFedlual way will be by 
Meffrs. Hoare, who are Mr. Spencer's calhiers, and 
wha will, undoubtedly, have their choice upon 
whom they will give him his credit. As for the 
poftage of the letters, your purfe and mine being 
pretty near the fame, do you pay it,* over and above 
your next draught. 

Your 
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Your relations, the Princes B * ^ * * *, will foon 
be with you at Paris ; for they leave London thi$ 
week : whenever you convcrfe with them, I defire it 
may be in Italian ; that language not being yet fa- 
miliar enough to you. 

By our printed papers, there feems to be a fort of 
compromife between the King arid the Parliament, 
with regard to the af&irs of the hofpitals, by taking 
them out of the hands of the Archbifliop of Paris, 
and placing them in Moniieur d'Argenfon*s : if 
this be true, that compromife, as it is called, is 
clearly a vi6lory on the fide of the Court, and a de- 
feat on the part of the Parliament ; for, if the Par- 
liiment had a right, they had it as much to the ex- 
clulion of Moniieur d^Argenfon as of the Arch- 
bifhop. Adieu. 



LETTER CCLXX. 

London, February the 6th, O. S. 175a. 
My dear Friend, 

Your cnticifm of Farcn is ftriftly juft : but, in 
truth, fevere. Y6u French critics feek for a faijlt 
as eagerly as I do for a beauty : you confider things 
in the worft light, to ihow your Ikill, at the expence 
of your pleafure ; I view them in the beft, that I 
may have more pleafure, though at the expeoce 

of 
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jof my judgement. J irampeur tr$mpeur it demi ii 
prettily faid v and, if you pleafe, you may call Faron^ 
un Normandy and Soft rale f un Man^eau^ qui vaut un 
JSormartd tt demi; ^and, coniidering the ^c/;?^#m^ii/ in 
the light of trick upon trick, it would undoubtedly 
be below the dignity of the buskin^ tmd iitt<jr for 
the fock. 

But let us fee if we cwnot bring off the author^ 
Thfe great queftion, upon which all turns, is to dif- 
cover and afcertain who Cleonke really is. There arc 
doubts concerning her eiat j how fliall they be clear- 
ed ? Had the truth been extorted from Var^n (who 
alone knew) by the rake, it would have been a true 
•tragical denouement. But that would probably not 
have done with Varon^ who is reprefented as a bold, 
determined, wicked, and at that time defperate fel- 
low; for he was in the hands of an enemy, who he 
knew could not forgive him, with common prudence 
or fafety. The rack would therefore have extorted 
no truth from him ; but he would have died enjoy- 
ing the doubts of his enemies, and the confuiion 
that muft neceffarily attend thofe doubts. A ftrata- 
gem is therefore thought of, to difcover what force 
and terror could nor, and the ftratagem fuch as no 
King or Minifter would difdain, to get at an impor- 
tant drfcovery. If you call fhat ftratagem a trick, 
you vilify it, and make it comical ; but call that 
trick ^ftratagem or a Meafure, and you dignify it up 
to tragedy : fo frequently do ridicule or dignity turn 
upon one fingle word. It is commonly faid, and 
more particularly by Lord Shaftcfl^ury, that ridicule 

is 
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k the beft teft of truth : for that it will not ftick 
where it is not juft, I deny it. A trutli learned in 
a certain light, and attacked in certain words bj 
men of wit and humour, may, and often doth, be- 
come ridiculous, at leaft fo far, that the truth is 
only remembered and repeated for the lake of the 
ridicule. The overturn of Mary b{ Medicis into a 
river, where fhe was half drowned, would never 
have been remembered, it Madame de Vernuel, who 
faw it, had not faid la Reine hit. Pleafure or ma/- 
lignity often gives ridicule a weight, which it docS 
not deferve. The verfification, I muft confefs, is 
too much neglei^ed, and too often bad : but, upon 
the whole, I read the play with pleafure. 

If there is but a great deal of wit and character in 
your new comedy, I will readily compound for its 
having little or no plot. I chiefly mind dialogue and 
charadler in comedies. Let dull critics feed upon 
the cartafes of plays ; give me the tafte and the 
dre(Iing. 

I am very glad you went to VerfaiUes, to fee the 
ceremony of creating the Prince de Conde Chevalier 
de rOrdre : apd I do not doubt but that, upon this 
occafion, you informed yourfelf thoroughly of the 
inftitution and rules of that Order. If you did, you 
were certainly told, it was inftituted by Henry IIL 
immediately after his return, or rather his flight 
from Poland ; he took the hint of it at Venice, 
where he had feen the original manufcript of an Order 
oitYic St. EJprit J ou droit dtfir^ which had been in- 
ftituted in 1352, by Louis d'Anjou, King of jeru* 

falem 
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iaietn and Sicily, and hufband to Jahe^ Queen o^ ^ 
Naples, Countcfs of Provence. This Order wa* 
under the protection of St. Nicholas de Bari, whofo 
image hung to the collar. Henry III. found the 
Order of St. Michael proftituted and degraded^ 
during the civil wars ; he therefore jcnned it to hi« 
new order of the St. Efprit, and gave them both 
together ; for which reafon every knight of the St^ 
Efprit is new called Chevalter des Ordres du Rot\ The 
number of the knights have been different, but is 
now fixed to one bundredy exclufive of the Sovereign. 
There are many officers, who wear the ribband of this 
Order, like the other knights ; and what is very lin- 
gular is, that thele officers frequently fell tlieir em- 
ployments, but obtain leave to wear the blue ribband 
ftill, though the purchafers of thofe offices wear it 
alfo. 

As you will have been a great while in France^ 
people will expedl that you fliould be aufait of all 
thefe fort of things relative to that country* But 
the hiftory of all the Orders of all countries is well 
worth your knowledge ; the fubjeft occurs often, 
and one fhould not be ignorant of it, for fear of fomc 
fuch accident as happened to a folid Dane at Paris, 
who, upon feeing I'Ordre du St. Efprit^ faid, Noir^ 
St. Efprit cbez nous ceft un E/ipbant. Almoft all the 
Princes in Germany have their Orders too, not 
dated, indeed, from any important events, or di- 
re6led to any great objedl ; but becaufe they wiH 
have Orders, to fhow that they may ; as fome of 
them who have tlie jus cud^nda moneta^ borrow ten 

ihillings 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO HJ8 SON. a6g 

Aillings worth of gold to coin a ducat. However, 
jwherevcr you meet with them, inform yourfelf, and 
minute down a fhort account of /them : they take 
in all the colours oif Sir Ifaac Newton's prifms, 
N. B. When you enquire about them, do not feem 
to laugh, 

I thank you for le Mandement de Menfeipteur 
TArchevique ; it is very well drawn, and becoming 
an Archbilhop. But pray do not lofe fight of a 
much more important objeA ; I mean, the political 
difputes between the King and the Parliament, and 
the King and the Clergy ; they feem both to be 
patching up ; however, get the whole clue to them, 
^ far a$ they have gone. 

I received a letter yefterdayfrom Madame Mon- 
confeil, who afTures me you have gained ground du 
(Cote des maniereSy and that ihe looks upon you to be 
pJus qu^a moitii chemin^ I am very glad to hear this, 
becaufe, if you are got above half way of your 
journey, furely you will finifh it, and not faint in 
the courfe. Why do you think I have this affair 
fo extremely at heart, and why do I repeat it fo 
often ? Is it for your fake, or for mine ? You can 
immediately anfwer yourfelf that queftion ; you cer- 
tainly have, I cannot poflibly have any intereft in it : 
if then you will allow me, as I believe you may, to 
be a judge of* what is ufeful and ncceflary to you, 
you muft, in confequencc, be convinced of the infi- 
nite importance of a point, which I take fo much 
pains to inculcate* 

I hear 
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I hear that the new Duke of Orleans a rimer at 
Monjiiur de Melfart, and I believe, pas fans raifan^ 
liavir^ bad obligations to him ; mats il ne Va pas 
Titnercie en mart folif but rather roughly. II faut 
qut. ct .j^it un bourru. I am told too, that people 
get bits of his father's rags, byway of relicks; I 
•wiflj them joy, they will do them a great deal of 
good. See from hence what weakneflcs human na* 
ture ifi capable of, and make allowances for fuch in 
all your plans and reafoninga. Stiidy the chara(5iers 
of the people you have to do with, and know what 
•they :aB^, inftead of thinking them what they ihould 
.be ; addrefii yourfelf generally to the fenfesi, to the 
heart, and to the weakneiTes of mankind ; but very 
rarely to their rcafon. 

Good night, ^r good morrow to you, according 
to the time that you fliall receive this letter from 
Yours, 



LETTER CCLXXI. 

London, February thcf 14th, O. S. 175a. 
My dear Friend, 

1 N a month's time, I believe, I ihall have tl>e 

.pleafure of fending you, and you will have the 

pleafure of reading, a work of Lord Bolinghroke'i, 

in two volumes odlavo, upon the Uje of Hlflory ; in 

fevcral 
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(fevetal -Letters to Lord Hyde, then Lord Combury.- 
Jt'is now put into the prefs. It is hard to determine, 
whether this work will inftruft or pleafe moft : the 
moft material hiftoricil fa6ls, from the great aera of 
the treaty of Munfter, are touched upon, accom- 
panied by the moft folid reflections, and adorned 
by all that elegancy of ftyle, which was peculiar to 
himfelf, and in which^ if Cicero equals, he certainly 
does not exceed him ; but every other writer falls 
fliort of him. I would advife you almoft to get thi? 
book by heart. I think you have a turn to hiftory, 
you love it, and have a memory to retain it ; this 
book will teach you the proper ufe of it. Some 
peopk load their memories, indifcriminately, with 
hiftofical fafts, as others do their ftomachs with food; 
and bring out the one, and bring Up the other, in- 
tirely crude and undigefted. You will find in Lord 
Bolingbroke*s book an infallible fpecific againft that 
epidemical complaint *. 

I remember a gentleman, who had read Hiftory 
in this thoughtlefs and undiftinguifhing manner, and 
who, having travelled, had gone through the Valte* 
line: He told me that it was a miferable poor country,' 
^nd therefore it was, furely, a great error in Cardinal 
Richelieu to make fuch a rout, and put France to for 
much expence about it. Had my friend read Hiftory 

*.We cannot but obfervc with pleafurc, that at thi« time 
Lord Boltngbroke*s Philofophical Works had not appeared; 
which accounts for Lord Chellcrfield*s recommending to his Son, 
}it this as well as in fomc foregoing paffages^ the ftudy of Lord 
jMingbroke s writings. 
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as he ought to have done, he would have known that 
the great object of that great Minifter was to reduce 
the power of the houfe of Auftria ; and, in order to 
that, to cutoff, as much as he could, the communi- 
cation between the fevcral parts of their then exten- 
live dominions ; which refleftions would have jufti- 
fied the Cardinal to him, in the aiFair of the Valtcline. 
But it was ealier to him to remember fadls, than to 
combine and reflcft. 

One obfcrvation, I hope, you will make in read- 
ing Hiftory ; for it is an obvious and a true one. It is. 
That more people have made great figures, and great 
fortunes in Courts, by their exterior accoraplifhments, 
than by their interior qualifications* Their engaging 
addrefs, the politenefs of their manners, their air,; 
their turn, hath almoft always paved the way for their: 
fuperior abilities, if they have fuch, to exert them-* 
felves. They have been Favourites before they have 
been Minifters. In Courts, an univerfal gentlenefi 
and douceur dans les manieres is moft abfolutely necef- 
fary : an offended fool, or a flighted valet de cbambriy 
inay, very poflibly, do you more hurt at Court than 
ten men of merit can do you good. Fools, and 
low people, are always jealous of their dignity ; and. 
jpiever forget nqr forgive what they reckon a flight. 
On the other hand, they take civility, and a little; 
attention, as a favour; remember, and acknowledge 
it! this, in my mind, is buying them cheajp; Juid 
therefore they are worth buying. The Prince him- 
U\iy who is rarely the fhining genius of his Court,,: . 

efteemft 
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t^i^ceiAs you only by hearfay, but likes ypu by his 
fenfes ; that is, from your air, your politenefs, and 
your manner of addrefling him, of which alone he 
is a judge. There is a Court garment, as well as a 
wedding garment, without which you will not be re- 
ceived. That garment is the voUo/ciolto; an im- 
pofing air, an elegant politenefs, eafy and engaging 
4nanners, univerfal attention, and infinuating gentle- 
iiefs, and all thofe Je nefgais yuoi that cpmpofe the 
Graces^ 

I am this moment difagreeably interrupted by a 
letter, not from you, as I expected, but from a friend 
of yours at Paris, who informs me, that you have a 
feveri which confines you at home% Since you have 
a fever^ lam glad you have prudence enough with it 
to ftay at home, and take care of yourfelf ; a little 
more prudence might probably have prevented it. Your 
blood is young, and confequently hot ; and you natu- 
rally make a great deal, by your good ilomach, and 
^ooddigeftionj you Ihould therefore neccffarily atte- 
-nuate and cool it, from time to time, by gentle purges, 
or by a very low diet, for two or three days together, 
if you would avoid fevers^ Lord Bacon, who was a 
very great phyfician, in both fenfes of the word, hath 
this aphorifm, in his Eflay upon Health, Nihil magis 
adfanitatem trihuit quam crebra et domefttca purgationes. 
hy domefiica, he means thofe limple uncompounded 
purgatives which eyery body can adminifter to them- 
felves ; fuch as fenna-tea, flewed prunes and fenna, 
chewing a litde rhubarb, or diffolving an ounce and 
' a half of manna in fair water, with the juice of half a 

Vol. IIL T lemoa 
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lemon to make it palatabk. Such gentle and un- 
confining evacuations would certainly prevent thofc 
fevertih attacks, to which every body at your age it 
fubje<a. 

By the way, I do defire, and infill, that when- 
ever, frwn any indifpofition, you arc not able to 
write to nie, upon the fixed days, Chriftian fhall ; 
and give me a true account how you are. I do not 
«xpe<ft from htm the Ciceronian eprftdary ftile ; but 
I will content myfelf with the Swifs fimplicity and 
truth. 

I hope you extend your acquaintance at Paris, and 
frequent variety of companies ; the only way of know- 
ing the world : every fet of company differs in fomc 
particfulars from another; and a man of bufineft 
muft, in the courfe of his life, have to do with all 
forts. It is a very great advantage io know the lan- 
guages of the feveral countries one travels in ; anel 
different companies may, in fome degree, be con- 
fidered as different coimtries : each hath its diftinc- 
tive language, cuftoms, and ntanners : know them 
all, and you will wonder at none. 

Adieu, child. Take care of your health ; there 
are no pleafures without it* 



LETTER 
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Letter cclxxil 

London, Febiiiary the loth^ O. S; 1752; 

Mv DEAR pRIEXi), 

In all fyftems whatfoever, whether of religiori^ 
government, morals, &c. perfe<Slion is the objedl 
always propofed^ though poffibly unattainable ; 
.hitherto at leaft, certainly unattained. However, 
Ihofe who aim carefully at the mark itfelf will 
unqueiiionably come nearer it, than thofc who 
from defpair, negligence, or indolence, leave to 
chance the work of IkilL This maxim holda 
equally true in common life ; thofe who aim at 
pcrfeftion will come infinitely nearer it^ than 
thofe defponding or indolent fpirits who foolifhly 
iky to themfeh-es^ Nobody is perfedt ; perfecSion is 
.bnattainable ; to attempt it is chimerical ; I ihall do 
as well as others : why then ihould I give myfelf 
trouble to be what I never can, and what, accord- 
ing tb the common courfe of thingSj I need hot be^ 
perfeB? 

I am very fure that I ne^d not point out to you 
the wcjiknefs and the folly of this reafoning, if it de- 
ferves the name of reafoning. It would difcOuragc;^ 
and put a ftop to the exertion of any one of our fa-*" 
culries. On the contrar}'', a man of fenfe arid fpirk 
lays to himfelf, Though the point of perfection may 
(iconiwiering the imperfection of our nature) be ua^ 

T % attainable. 
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^attainable, my care, my endeavours, ray attentiortf 
ihall not be wanting to get as near it as' I can. I 
will approach it every day ; poffibly I rtiay arrive at 
it at laft ; at leaft (wliat I am fure is in my owrt 
p6wer) I will not be diftanc^ed. Many fools (fpeak- 
' ing of you) fay to me, What ! would you have him 
perfeft ? I anfwer,. Why not ? What hurt would it 
do him or me ? Ohj but that is impoffible, fay they. 
I reply, I am not fure of that : perfeAion in the ab- 
ftraiS):^ I admit to be unattainable j but what is com- 
monly called perfeAion in a charader, I maintain to 
be attainable, and not only that, but in every man's 
power. He hath, continue they, a good head, a 
good heart, a good fund of knowledge, ^hich win 
increafe daily ; what would you ba^ more ? Why, 
I would have every thing more that can adorn anfl 
complete a charadier. Will it do his head, his 
heart, or his knowledge, any harm, to have the ut- 
moft delicacy of manners, the moft fhining advan- 
tages of air and addrefs, the moft endearing attend 
tions, and the moft engaging graces ? But, as he is, 
fay they, he is loved wherever he is known. I ant 
very glad of it, fay I ; but I would have him be 
Kkcd before he is known, and loved afterwards. I 
woyld have him, by his iirft ah^rd and addrefs, 
make people Vifli to know him, and inclined to love 
him : he will fave a great deal of time by it. In^ 
deed, reply they, you are too nice, too exadt, and 
lay too much ftrefs upon tilings that are of very little 
confequence. Indeed, rejoin I, you know very 
little of the nature of mankind, if you take thofe 

things 
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things to be of little confequencc: one cannot be 
too attentive to them ; it is they that always engagfe 
the hearty of which the underftanding is commonly 
the bubble. And I would much rather that he 
crrtd in a point of grammar, of hiftory^ of phjlo- 
fophy, &c. than in a point of mimners and addrefs* 
But confidfu*, he is very young ; all this will come 
in time. I hope £3 ; but that time muft be while he 
is young, or it will never be at all : the right pli 
muft be taken young, or it will never be eafy, nor 
fcem natural. Come, come, fay they (fubftituting, 
as is frequently done, ailertion infiead of argument) 
depend upon it, he will do very well ; and you have 
a great deal of reafon to be fatisfied with him. I 
hope and believe he will do well, but I would have 
him do better than well. I am very well pleafed 
with him ; but I would be more, I would be proud 
of him. I would have him have luftre as well as 
weight. Did you ever know any body that really 
united all thefe talents ? Yes, I did ; Lord Boling- 
broke joined all the politenefs, the manners, and 
the graces of a Courtier, to the folidity of a Statef- 
man, and to the learning of a Pedant., He vrzsomnis 
homo ; and pray what ihould hinder my boy from 
being fo too, if he hath, as I think he hath, all the 
other qualifications that you allow him i Nothing 
can hinder him, but negle<5t of, or inattention to 
thofe objedts, which his own good-fenfe muft tell 
him are of infinite confequence to him,, and which 
therefore I will not fuppofe him capable of either 
negleding or defpifing. 

T 3 This 
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This (to tell you the whole truth) is th^ refult 
pf a cx)ntroverfy that pafled yefterd^y, between 
Lady Hervey and myfelf, upon your fubj.e<ft, and 
dmoft in the very words. I fubmit the decifion 
p£ it to. yqurfelf : let your own good-fenfe de- 
termine it, and make you aft in conf^quence of 
that dietermination. The receipt to. n^ake thi^ 
pompofition is ihort and iiifajlible ; ber^ I give i^ 
you* 

Take variety of thp beft company, wheixgvcr yoa 
j^re; be minutely attentive to every word an4. 
aftion ; imitate refpexStivcly thofe whom you ob-j 
ferve tQ)be dtftinguifhed and confidercd fpr any ono 
accomplilhment ; then mix all thofe feveral accom* 
pliiliraents together, and ferve theip up yourfelf tQ 
others. 

I hope your fair, pr rather your brown American 
is.welL I hear that fhe makes very Handfome pre- 
fcnts, if fhe i^ not fo herfelf. I am told, thpre are 
people at Paris who expedV, from this fecret connex-^ 
ion, to im in time a volume of letters, fuperior tp 
Madame de Graffigny's Peruvian ones ; I lay-in my 
f laim to- one of the firft copies. 

Franciis's Cenle * hath been ^fted twice, witij, 
moft ui\iv^rfal applaufe ; tp-pight is his third nighta^ 
and I am going to it. I did not think it would hskve 
futceedpd fo well, confidering hpw long our Britiil^ 
audiences have been accuftomed to murder, racka^ 
and poifon, in every tragedy ; but it aflfc^ed thq 

t Francises Eugenia. 
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hcirt (o much, that it triumphed over habit and 
prejudice. AU the wom^n cried, and all the men 
were moved. The prologue, which is a very 
good one, was made intirely by Garrick* Thq 
epilogue is old Gibber's ; but corredled, though 
not enough, by Francis. He will get a great 
deal of money by it; and, confequendy, be 
better al:^ to lend you fixpence, upon any emer* 
gency. 

The.Rarliamcnt of Faris^ I find by the ficws-pa^ 
pers, has not carried its^ point, concerning the hof** 
pitals ; and though the King hath given up the 
Archbifhop, yet, as he has pat them tinder the 
management and diredlion du Grand Confill, the 
Parliament is equally out of the queftion. This wiU 
naturally put you upon inquiring mto the ConAitu- 
tion of the Grand Confeil. You will, doubtlefs, in- 
form yourfelf, who it is compofed of, what things 
are de fon nforty whether or not there lies an appeal 
from thence to any other place ; and of all other 
particulars, that may give you a clear n6tion of this 
aflcmbly. There are alfo three or four other Cmfnls 
in France, of which you ought to know the confti- 
tution, and the obje<fts : I dare fay you do know 
them already ; but, if you do not, lofe no time in 
informing yourfelf. Thefe things, as I have often 
told you, are beft learned in various French com- 
panies ; but in no Englifli ones : for none of our 
countrymen trouble their heads about them. To 
ufe a very trite image, collect:, like the bee, your 
^re from every quarter. In fome companies (parmi 
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Usfermiers ginetaux nommimeni) you may,- by prt^r 
inquiries, get a general knowledge, at leaft, of U$ 
affaires des finances. When you are with ies gens ie 
robsy fuck them with regard to the conftitution, and 
civil government, et fie de ceteris. This ihowa 
you the advantage of keeping a great deal of dif^ 
fercnt French company \ an advantage much fupc- 
rior to any that you can poffibly receive from loitds 
ing and fauntering away evenings in any EngliiH 
company at Paris, not even excepting Lord 
.^« ♦ « «'g^ Love of eafe, and fear of reftraint, 
(to both which I doubt you are, for a young fellow, 
too much addiAed,) may invite you among your 
countrymen : but pray withftand thofe mean t^mp^ 
tations, et prenexfiir vouSj for the fake of being in 
thofe Aflemblies, which alone can inform your 
-mind, and improve your mariners. You have not 
now many months to continue at Paris : make the 
mqf^ of them : get into every houfe thore, if you 
can ; extend acquaintance, know every thing and 
every body there; that, when you leave it for 
other places, you niay be aufaiiy and even able to 
explain whatever yo)i may heair mentioned concero^ 
ingit. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXXm, 

London, March the ad, O. S. iJS^ 
My dear Friend, 

Whereabouts are you in Arfofto ? Or havo^ 

you gone through that moft ingenioos contexture 
of trufh and lies, of ferious andettraragant, of 
knights-errant, magicians, and all that various 
matter, which he announp^s ip the be^nin^ of hii 
poem; 

Lf Donne J i Cavalier^ Varme^ gli amori^ 
Lc cortefiCy raudaci imprife to canto. 

I am by no means fare that Homer had fuperior 
invention, or excelled more in defcription than 
Ariofto. What can be more feducing and volup- 
tuous, than th^ defcription of Alcina*s perfon and 
palace ? What more ingenioufly extravagant, than 
the fearch made in the moon for Orlando's loft wits, 
and the account of other people*s that were found 
there ? The whole is worth your attention. Dot 
only as an ipgenious poem, but as the fource of aH 
modern tales, novels, fables, and romances; as 
Ovid'sMetamprphofes was of the anrient ones ; be<* 
fides that, when ypu have read this work, nothing 
will be difficult to you in the Italian language. You 
will read Taflb's Cierufalemme, and the Decdtnerone di 
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Boccaccio J with great facility afterwards ; and, when 
you have read thefe three authors, you will, rn my 
opinion, hawe read alb the wprfcs of inveption, that 
are worth reading in that language; though the Ita^ 
liaos would be very angry at me fer faying fo. 

A gentleman ihould know thofe which I call claf- 
lical works, in every language; fuch as Boileau, 
CcHaidlk, lUciae; Moliere, &^. in French ; Milton, 
DrydetTr Fopr;, Swift, i^c. in Engltih ; and the three 
aatbarr s^ve*^eiitioned in kalian: whether yw 
hxn nxiY {iich irt German, I am not quite fure, 
nor,, inshsd,. am I inquifitive. Thefe fort of books 
adorn the mind, improve the fancy, are frequently 
alluded to by, and are often the fubjedls of converia^ 
tions of the beft companies. As you have languages 
to read, and memory to retain them, the knowledge 
of them is very well worth the little pains it will coft 
you, and will enable you to ihine in company. It is 
not pedantic to quote and allude to them, which it 
would be with regard to the antients. 

Among the many advantages which you have had 
in your education,, I do not confider your know- 
ledge of feveral languages as the leaft, Tou nee4 not 
truft to tranflations : you can go to tlie fourcc : you 
can both convexfe and negotiate with people of aQ 
Stations, upon equal terms ; which is by no means 
the qafe of a man, who converfes or negotiates in a 
language which thofe with whom he hath to do 
Jaiow mucl^ better than himfelf. In bufincfs, a great 
deal may depend, upon the force and extent of one 
yffui^i tnd^ in converfation^ a moderate thought 

majr 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VO HIS SON, S83 

9iay gain, i3r a good one lofe, by the propriety or 
impropriety, the elegancy or inelegancy, of one fingla 
word. As therefore you now know four modenv 
languages well, I would have you ftudy (and, by 
the way, it will be wry little trouble to you) ta 
Icnow tlicm correftly, accurately, and delicately^ 
Read fome little books that treat of them, and aifc 
qpeflions concerning their delicacies, of thole who 
gse able w aafwer you* As for inftanee, ihouM I 
fcy in French, /« kttre que je vous ai ^crit, or,' A 
ktirM ^ je vous ai sprite } in which, I think, the 
French dii&r a|X)(|ng themlelves. There is a Ihorf 
Rcnch Grammar by the Port Royal, and another 
}py Pcre Buffier, both which arc worth your reading; 
<as is alfo a little book called les Symnimes Frangois^ 
There are books of that kind upon the Italian lan- 
guage, into fome of which I would advife you to 
^ip : poffibly the German language may have fome-? 
thing of the fame Cbtt ; asd fiitce you already fpeal; 
it, the more properly you fpe^ it the better : one 
would, I think, as far as pofiible, do all one does, 
correflly and elegantly. It is extremely engaging to 
people of every nation, to meet with a foreigner 
who hathi taken ^ains enough to fpeak their lanr 
guage correcSlly: it flatters that local and national 
pride and prejudice, of which every body hath fome 
Ihare. 

Francis's Eugenia, which I will fend you, pleafe4 
moft peoplfe of good tafte hercf: the boxes were 
crowded till the fixth night ; when the pit and gal-: 
kry w^re totally ^fcrted, and it was dropped. DiA 
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trefs^ without deaths was not fufficient to affcft a 
tnie Britiili audience, fo long accuftomed tp dag* 
gers^ racks, and bowls of poifon ; contrary to Ho- 
race's rule, they defire to fee Medea murder her 
children upon the fta^e. The fentiments were too 
delicate to move them ; and their hearts are to be 
t^enbyftorm, not by parley. 

Hate you got the things, which were taken from 
you at Calais, reftored? and among them, the little 
packet, which my iifter gave you for Sir Charles 
Hotham ? In this cafe, have you forwarded it to 
him? If you have not yet had^m opportunity, you 
will have one foon; which I delire you will not omit: 
it is by Moniieur d'Aillon, whom you will fee in a 
few days at Paris, in his way to Geneva, where 
Sir Charjles qow is^ ^nd will remain fome time. 

Adieu* 



LETT E R CCI^XXIV, 

London, March the 5th, O, S. ij^t. 
My deae FrienDj 

As I have received no letter from you by the ufual 
poft, I am uneafy upon account of your health ; for, 
}iad you been well, I am fure you would have writ- 
ten, accord'mg to your engagement, and my requi- 
iition* You bav« not the Icaft notion of any cvc 
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of yout health ; but, though I would not have, you 
be a valetudinarian, I muft tell you, that ihe belt 
and moft robuft health requires fonoe degree of atr 
tention tdpreferve. Young fellows^ thinking they 
have fo much hedth and time before them, are 
very apt to ncgle6l or laviih both, and beggar them* 
felves before they are awsu'e : whereas a prudent 
cecoDOtny in both would make them, rich indeed; 
and, fo far from breaking^in upon their pleaAires^ 
would improve, and almofb perpetuate them. . Be 
you wifer ; and, before it is too late, manage both 
with care and frugality ) and lay out i^ither, but 
upon good intereft and fecurity. 

I will now confine myfelf to the employment ci 
your time, which, though I have'dften touched upon 
it formerly, is a fubje<St that, from its impprtance^ 
will bear repetition. You have, it is true, a great 
deal of time before you ; but, in this period of your 
life, one hour ufefuUy employed may be worth 
more than four-aiid-twenty hereafter: a minute is 
precious to you now ; whole days may pofiibly not 
be fo forty yeai[s hence. Whatever time you allow^ 
or can fhatch for ferious reading (I Tay fnatch^ 
becaufe company and the knowledge of the world is 
now your chief objeA), employ it in the reading of 
fome one book, and that a good one, till you have 
£niihed it : and do not dillraA your mind with 
various matters, at the fame time. In this light I 
would recommend to you to read taute defuUe Gr o* 
tius (U Jure Belli et Paehy tranflated by Barbeyrac> 
and Puffendorff*s Jus Gentium^ tranflated by the izmp 

hand. 
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fiand. For accidental quarters of hours, read workf 
^f inveAtion, wit, and humour, Of the befi^ and not 
of trivial aothdrs, either anti^t or modern. 

Whatever bufinefs you have, do it the £rft mo» 
tecnt you can ; never by halves, but finiih it without 
interruption, ifpoflible. Bufinefs muft tiot be faun-* 
tered and trifled with ; and you muft not fay to it, aft 
F^lix did to Paul, ** at a more convenient feafon I 
^ will fpeak to thee/* The moft conwnient feafoH 
for bufinefs is the firft ; but ikidy and bufinefs in 
fome meafure point out their own times to a man of* 
fenfe ; time is much oftener fquandered away in thei 
wrong choice and improper methods of amufemttt 
and pleafures. 

Many people think that they are in pleafurea, pro* 
vided they are neither in fltudy nor in buffnefe^ No- 
thing like it; they are doing nothing, and might 
juft.as well be afleep. They contraft habitudes from 
fezinefs, and they only frequent thofe places whcrt 
tfiey are free from all rcftraints and attentions. Be 
upon your guard againft this idle profulion of time i 
and let every place you go to be either the fcene of 
quick and lively pleafures, or the fchool of your im-- 
provements : let every company you go into, either 
gratify your fenfes, extend your knowledge, or re*^ 
fine your manners. Have fome decent obje^l of 
gallantry in view at fome places; frequent otfaere 
where people of wit and tafte afTemble : get into 
others, where people of fuperior rank and dignity 
command refpedt and attenticm from the reft of thcf 
company i but pray frequent ao neutral places^ froid 
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Inere idlenefi and indolence. Nothing fornis ^ ^roung 
fnan fo much as being ufed to keep r-efpedlable and 
fuperior company, where a conftant regard apd at- 
tention is neceffary. It is true, this is at firft a dif- 
ftgreeable ftate of reftraint ; but it foon grows habitu- 
al, and confequently eafy ; and you are ^mply paid 
for it, by the improvement you make, and the cre- 
dit it gives you. What you faid fome time ago waB 
very true, concerning le Palais Royal: to one of 
your age the lituation is difagreeable enough : you 
cannot expeA to be much taken notice of: but aH 
that time you can take notice of others; obfcrvc 
their manners, decypher their charaflers, and infen- 
fiWy you wiD become one of the company. 

All this I went through myfelf. When I was of 
your age, 1 have fate hours in company, without 
being taken the leaft notice of; but then I took no- 
tice of them, and learned, in their company, how 
to behave myfelf better in the next, till, by degrees, 
"I became part of the beft companies-myfelf. But I 
took great care not to la\'ifh away my time in thofe 
companies where there were neither quick pleafunes, 
nor ufeful improvements to be expedled. 

Slotlh, indolence, and mollefey are pernicious, and 
tmbecoming a young fellow ; let them be your re/" 
/ource forty years hence at fooneft. Determine, srt 
all events, ^and however difagreeable it may be to 
you in fome refpcfts, and for fome time, to keep 
the moft diftinguifhed and fafliionable company xyf 
the place you are at, either For their rank, or for 
their learning, or le bil ejprit et k gvSf. This gines 
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you credentials to the beft compafiiea» wherever yotf 
go afterwards* Pray^ therefor^^ no indolence, no 
lazinefis ; but employ every minute of your life in 
a£live pleafures^ or ufeful employments. Addrefs 
yourfelf to fome Woman of fkfhion and beauty^ 
wherever you are|i and try how far that will go. If 
the place be not fecure^ beforehand^ and garrifoned^ 
nine times in ten you will taHe it. 3y attentions and 
lefpeA, you may always get into the higheft com^ 
pany ; and^ by fome admiration and applaufe^ whe- 
ther lAeiritcd.or not^ you may be furc of being wel« 
come among la ffovants it Us beawc effrits. There 
are but thefe three forts of company for a young fel- 
Tow ; there being neither pleafure nor profit in any 
other. . , * -^ 

My uneaiinefs with regard to your health is this 
moment removed by your letter ^f the 8th, N. S. 
which, by what accident I do not know, I did not 
receive before. 

I long to read Voltaife^s Komu Sauve^, wliich, by 
the v^ry faults that yonrfevere critics find with it, I 
am fure I Ihall like ; for I will at any time give up 
a good deal of regularity for a great deal of briUani i 
and for the brillant^ furely nobody is equal to Vol* 
tsure. Gitiline*s confpiracy is an unhappy fubjeAfor 
tragedy ; it is too iipgle, and gives no opportunity 
to the poet to excite any of the tender paflions ; thcT 
whole is one intended a<Sl of horror. Crdbillon was 
fenfible of thisdefeA, andy to create another interc|i:^ 
moft abfurdly made Catiline in love with Cicen>*» 
daughter^ and her with him* 

.lam 
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t am vcfy glad you went to VerfailleSj and dined 
iVith Morilicur de St. Cohteft. That is company to 
learn les bonhis maniires itt ; and it feem^ you had tes 
bens morfeaux into the bargain. Though you Were 
no part of the King of France's cortvcrfatiofl with 
the foreign minifters, and probably not much en- 
tertained with it ; do you think that ft is not very 
tifcful to you to bear it, and to obfervo the turn 
and maralCTs of people o£ that fort ? It is extfemely 
txfcfiil to know itwdL The farhe in the next rank 
ofpeopie^ fuchai minifters of ftatc^ i^c. in whofc 
company^ though you cannot y4t, at your age, bear 
8 part,, and eonfccjuently be diverted, you will ob- 
ferve and leant what hereafter it may be ncceffary 
for yoti to aft. 

Tell Sir John Lambert, that I liavc this day fixed 
Mr. Speiicer's having his credit upon him ; Mr^ 
Hoate had alfo recbtiuncrided him. I believe Mr. 
Spencer will fet otit next mohth for fome place in 
Prance, but not Paris. 1 am fute he wants a great 
deal of France, for at prefcftt he is moft entirely 
Englilh J and yon know very well what I think of 
that. And fo we bid you heartily good-night« 
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LETTER CCLXXV. 

London, March the i6th, O. S. iJSt. 

My bear Friend^ 

JlIoW do you go on with the moft ufeful and itioft 
neceflary of all ftudies, the, ftudy of the world ? Do 
you find that you gain knowledge ? And docs your 
daily experience at once extend and demonftratt 
your improvement ? You will poffibly afk me how 
you can judge of that yourfelf. * I will tell you a furc 
^ay of knowing. Examine yourfelf, and fee 
whether your notions of the world are changed, by 
experience, from what they were two years ago in 
theory ; for that alone is one favourable fymptom df 
improvement. At that age (I remember it in my- 
felf ) every notion that one forms is erroneous ; orfc 
hath feen few models, and thofe none of the beft, 
to form one's-fclf upon. One thinks that every 
thing is to be carried by fpirit and vigour ; that art 
is meannefs, and ' that verfatility and complaifanbe 
are the refuge of pufillanimity and weaknefs. This 
moft miftaken opinion gives an indelicacy, a bruf- 
querU^ and roughnefs to the manners. Fools, who 
can never be undeceived, retain them as long as 
they live : refledlion, with a little experience, makes 
men of fenfe Ihake them off foon. When they 
xome to be a little better acquainted *fith' them- 
fclves, and with their own fpccies, they difcover, 

that 
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that plain right rcafon is, nine times in ten/ the 
fettered and Ihackled attendant of the triumph of 
the heart and the paffions ; confequeritly, they ad- 
drefs themfelves nine times in ten to the conqueror,, 
not to the conquered ; and conquerors, > you know^ 
muft be applied to in the gendeft, the moft engaging, 
and the moft infinuating manner. Have you found 
out that every woman is infallibly to be gained by. 
every fort of flattery, and every man by one fort or 
other ? Have you difcovered what variety of little 
things aflfeft the heart/ and how furely they collec- 
tively gain it ? If you have, you have made fome pro- 
grefs. I would try a man's knowledge of the world, 
as I would a fchool-boy's knowledge of Horace : not 
by making him conftruc NLtcenas atavU edite rtgibus^ 
which he could do in the firft form ; but by exa- 
mining him as.to the delicacy and curiofa ftlidtas o£ 
that poet. A man requires very little knowledge 
and experience of the world, to underftand glaring, 
high-coloured, and decided characters ; they arc 
but few, and they ftrike at firfl: : but to diftinguifli 
the almoft imperceptible fhades, and the nice grada- 
tions of virtue and vice, fenfe and folly, flrength 
and weaknefs, (of which charadlers are commonly 
compofed) demands fome experience, great obferv^a- 
tion, and minute attention. In the fame cafes moft 
people do the fame things, but with this mate- 
rial difference, upon which the fuccefs commonly 
turns. — A man who hath ftudied the world knowg 
when to time, and where to place them ; he hath 
apalyfed the charadlers he applies to, and adapted 
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Ms addr^fs and his arguments to them : but a mail 
of what is called plain good-fenie, who hath only 
reafoned by himfelf, and not a6led with mankind, 
tnif^timeB, mii^places, runs precipitately and bluntly 
at the mark^ and falls upon his iiofe in the way. In 
the common manners of focial Kfe, every man of 
<iommon feilfe hath the rudimenu^ the ABC of 
civility ; he iheans hot to offend^ and even wifhes 
€0 pleafe : and, if he hath any reai mtoit, will be 
received and tolerated in good company^ But that 
is &r from being enough ; for, though he may be 
received, he will never be deiired ; though he does 
Bot offend, he will never be loved n but^ like fome 
Btdej inligtiificant, netitral power, furrounded by 
great tines, he will neither be feared nor courted by 
any; bul^ by turns, invaded by all, whenever it is 
their intfereft t a moft contemptible fituatioh I 
Wherd^ls^ a than who hath carefully attended to, 
aod experieiSCed, the various workings of the heart, 
and the artifices of the head ; and who, by one 
ftade, can trace the pri^greflion of the whole colour; 
who can, at the propcf times, employ all the fevend 
means of perfuading the Underftanding, and engaging 
the heart { may and will have enemies ; but will and 
Hiuft have friends : he may be oppofed, but he wiU 
be fupported too; his talents may excite thejealoufy 
tyf fome, but his engaging arts will make him be^ 
loved by many more; he will be conliderable ; 
he win be coniidered. Many different qualify- 
cMiota mud confpire to form fuch a man; 
ifl4 te make him at once refpe^Uble md ami- 

• able. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO HIS fOK. t93 

able,, the leaft muft be joined to the greateft; the 
latter would he unavailing, without the formers 
and die former would be futile and frivolous^ with* 
out the latter. Learning is acquired by reading 
books ; but the much more necefTary learning, the 
knowledge of the world, is only to be acquired by 
reading men, and fludying all the various edkioi&s 
of them. Many words in every language are gene- 
rally thought to be fynonymous ; but thofe who 
ftudy the language attentively will find, that there 
is no fuch thing ; they will difcover fome little dif- 
ference, fome diftin<5tion, between all thofe words 
that are vulgarly called fynonymous ; one hath al- 
ways more energy, extent, or delicacy, than ano- 
ther : it is the fame with men ; all are in genera]^ 
and yet nq two in particular exadtly, alike. Thofe 
who have npt accurately ftudied, perpetually mif- 
take them; they do not difcern the {hades aivd 
gradations that diflinguiih characters feemingly 
alike. Company, various company, is the only 
fchool for this knowledge, You ought to be, 
by this time, at leaft in the third form of that 
fchool, from whence th? rife to the uppermoft 
is eafy and quick; but then you muft have appli- 
cation and vivacity ; ^d you muft not only 
bear with, but even feck reftraint in moft com- 
panies, inftead of ftagnatiqg in one or two only, 
where indolence and love of ea(e may be iu-- 
dulgedt 

Us in 
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In the plan which I gave you in my laft *, for your 
future motions, I forgot to tell you, that, if a King 
of the Romans fliould be chofen this year, you 
fhall certainly be at that eledHon ; and as, upon thofc 
occafions, all ftrangers are excluded from the place 
of the cleft ion, except fuch as belong to fome Em- 
baflfador, I have already eventually fecured you a 
place in the fuite of the King's eleftoral Embafla- 
dor, who will be fent upon that account to Franck- 
fort, or wherever elfe the eleftion may be. This 
will not only fecure you a fight of the (how, but a 
knowledge of the whole thing ; which is likely to be 
a contefted one, from the oppofition of fome of the 
Electors, and the protefts of fome of the Princes of 
the Empire. That eledlion, if there is one, will, in 
my opinion, be a memorable aera in the hiftory of 
the Empire ; pens at leaft, if not fwords, will be 
drawn ; and ink, if not blood, will be plentifully 
Ihed, by the contending parties in that difpute. 
During the fray, . you may fccurely plunder, and 
add to your prefent flock of knowledge of \hcjus 
publicum imperii. The Court of France hath, I am 
told, appointed le Prefident Ogier, a man of great 
abilities, tq go immediately to Ratifbon, pour y 
fouffler la difarde. It muft be owned, that France 
hath always profited Ikilfiilly of its having guarantied 
the treaty of Munfter ; which hath given it a con- 
flant pretence to thruft itfelf into the affairs of the 



* That I^ietter is miiSng. 
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EmpirCt When France got Alface yielded by. 
treaty^ it was very willing to have held it as a fie( 
of the Empire ; but the Empire was then wifer* 
Every Power (hould be very careful not to give the 
leaft preten.ce to a neighbouring Power to med- 
dle with the afl^irs of its interior. Sweden hath 
already felt the efFedls of the Czarina's calling her- 
felf Guarantee of its prcfent form of government, 
in confequence of the treaty of Neuftadt, con- 
firmed afterwards by that of Abo; though, in 
truth, that Guarantee was rather a provifion 
againft RuiSa's attempting to alter the then 
new-eftabliflied form of government in Sweden, 
than any right given to RuiEa to hinder the 
Swedes from eftablilhing what form of govern- 
ment they pleafed. Read them both, if you can 
^ theoi. Adieu ! 



LETTER CCLXXVI. 

London, April the 13th, O. S. 1752. 

My dear Friend, 

I RECEIVE this moment your letter of the 19th, 
N. S. with the enclofed pieces relative to the prefent 
difpute between the King and the Parliament. I 
Ihall return them by Lord Huntingdon, whom yoir 
mih foon^fee at Paris, and who wiil likewife carry 

U 4 you 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



296 tOKB CHESTBUPIf LD's LBiTTERi 

you the piece, which I forgot in making up the pac* 
ket I fe^t you by the Spaniih Erabaffador. The rt* 
prefentation qf the Parliament is very well drawn, 
Juaviter in modo^ fortuir in re. They tell the King 
very refpe<afully, that in a certain cafc, which tbgy 
Jkoul^ tbii^ it criminal to fuppcfe^ they would not 
obey him. This hath a tendency to what we ca^ 
here Revolution principles. I do not know wliat the 
Ix)r(}*s anointed, his vicegereqt upon earth, divinely 
appointed by him, and accounttd^le to none but him 
for his adligns, will either think or do, upon thefe 
fymptoma of reafon ai)d good-fenfe, which fe^ifti to 
be breaking-out all over France : but this I forefee, 
th^t, before the end of tliis century, the trade of boti^ 
King and Prieft will not be half fo good a one as it 
has been. Dy Clps, in his rcflcdkions, hath obfetved, 
and very truly, qu'il y a un gtrme de raifm qm^ 
commence ^ fe devehpp^r en France ; a diveloppement 
that puft prove fatal to Regal and Papal preten- 
fions. Prudeficc may, in many cafes, recommend 
an occafional fubmiffion to either ; but when that 
igporance, upon which an implicit faith in both 
could only be founded, is once removed, God's 
Vicegerent, and Chrift's Vicar, will o^y be obeyed 
and believed, as far as what the ono orders, and 
the other foys, is conformable to reafon and to 
truth, 

I am v^ry glad (to ufc a vulgar cx'prcffion) that 
you make as if you were. not well, though you really 
Vti I aip fure it is the likelteft way to keep fo. Pray 
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lave off entirely your greafy, heanrjT poftry, ftt 
creams, and indigefiible dvimpUtigs ; and then ypu 
*need not confine yoiirfelf to white meats, which I do 
not take to be one jot wholefcnner thian beef^ muttbnt 
and partridge. 

Voltaire feat me, from Berlin, his Hiftory du Sidck 
dt Louis XIV. It came at a very proper time ; Lor4 
Bolingbrolce had juil taught me how hiflory lhoi44 
be read ; Voltaire ihows nae how it fhould be wri^p 
ten. I am feniible that it will meet with almoft «• 
many critics as readers. Voltme mull be criticifed; 
befides, every man*s favourite' is attacked ; for ^very 
prejudice is expofed, and our prejudices are on? 
fniftrefies; reafbn is at beft our wife, very often 
lieard indeed, but feldom minded. It is the hiftory 
of the human underftanding, written by a man of 
parts, fori the ufe of men of parts. Weak minds 
will not like it, even though th^y dp not un<ierftand 
ft; which is commonly the meafure of their admtfr 
pation. Dull ones will wan): diofe minote and un^ 
interefting details^ with which moft other hiii:orie$ 
m incumbered. He tells me all I want to know> 
and nothing more. His reflections are ihort, juft» 
and produce others in his readers. Free from re*^ 
ligious, philofophical, political, and nadonal pre*^ 
judices, beyond J^ny hiflorian I ever met with, he 
relates all thofe matters as truly and as impartially^ 
as certain regards, which muft always be to fome 
degree obfcrved, will ^Uow him : for one fees plains 
ly, that he often f lys much lefs than he would fay, 

if 
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if he might. He hath made me much better ac- 
quainted with the times of Lewis XIV, than the in- 
numerable volumes which I had read could do ; and 
hath fuggefted this reflexion to, me, which I had 
never made before — His vanity, not his knowledge, 
tnade him encourage all, and introduce many arts 
and fciences in his. country. He opened in a man- 
ner the human underftanding in France, and brought 
it to its utmoft perfection ; his age equalled in aU^ 
and greatly exceeded in many things (pardon me. 
Pedants !) the Auguftan. This was great and rapid ; 
but ftill it might be done, by the encouragement, 
the applaufe, and the rewards,, of a vain, liberal, and 
magnificent Prince. What is much more furprifing 
is, that he Hopped the operations of the human 
mind juft where he pleafed ; and feemed to lay, 
^' thus far (halt thou go, ,and no farther.". .Fpr, a 
bigot to his religion, and jealous of his power, free 
and rational thoughts upon either never entered into 
fk French head during his reign ; and the greateft 
geniufes that ever any age produced never enter? 
teined a doubt of the divine right of Kings, or the 
infallibility of the Church* Poets,. Orators,, and Pbi^ 
lofophers, ignorant of their natural rights, cherifhcd 
their chains ; and blind aflive faith triumphed, in 
thofe great minds, over lilent and paflive reafon. The 
Teverfe of this feems now to be the cafe in France : 
Tcafon opens itfelf; fancy and invention fade and 
decline. 

Iv^iU 
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I will fend you a copy of^ this hiftory by Lord 
Huntingdon, as I think it very probable that it k 
not allowed to be publifhed and fold at Paris. Pray 
read it more than once, and with attention, particu- 
larly the fecond volume ; which contains, fliort, but 
very clear accounts of many very infterefting things^ 
which are talked of by every body, though fairly 
underftood by very few. There are two very puerile 
afFeilations, which I wilh this book had been free 
firom ; the one is, the total fubverfion of all the old 
eftablifhed French orthography ; the other is, the 
not making ufe of any one capital letter throughout 
the whole book, except at the beginning of a para- 
graph. It offends my eyes to fee rome, paris, franpe, 
caefar, henry the 4th, &fr. begin with fniall letters; 
and I do not conceive that there can be any reafon 
for doing it, half fo ftrong as the reafon- of long 
ufage is to the contrary. This is an affeiStation be- 
low Voltaire ; whom I am not afliamed to fay that I 
admire and delight in, as an author, equally in profe 
and in verfe. 

I had a letter a few days ago from Moniieur du 
Boccage ; in which he fays, Monjieur Stanhope s'eft 
jette dans la politique ^ etje crois qtiil y reuffira : You 
do very well, it is your deftination ; but remember 
that, to fucceed in great things, one muft firft learn 
to pleafe in little ones. Engaging manners and ad- 
drefs muft prepare the way for fuperior knowledge 
and abilities to a<ft with efFedJ:. The late Duke of 
Marlborough's manners and addrels prev^led with 

the 
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th^ firfi: King of Pruflia, to let his troops remam in 
the army of the Allies ; when neither their reprefen- 
tations, nor his own fhare in the common caufe, could 
-do it. The Duke of Marlborough had no new mat- 
tts to urge to htm ; but had a manner, which be 
could not, and did not reiift. Voltaire, among a 
thoufand little delicate ilrc^s of that kind, fays of 
the Duke de la Feuillade, qu'il eioit Vb^mn}e le plus 
hrtllant et le plus aimabU du RoiaunUj et quoique gendre 
duGiniral et Mbtijlre^ ilavoit pour lui lafaveur puk- 
Uqu9. Various litde circumdances of that fort will 
often make a naan of ^eat real merit be hated, if 
lie hath not addrefs and manners to make him be 
lored. Consider all your own circumfiances f eriouily ; 
and you will find, that, of all arts, the art of plea/ing 
is the mol& neceffary for you to ftudy ajpid poffefs. 
A filly tyrant faid^ od rini m^do timeant : a wife man 
would have fistid, modo ament nihil ttmendHm ejl ndbu 
Judge, fmm your own daily experience, of the effi-- 
cacy of that pleafingyV neffgms quoi^ when you feel, as 
you and every body certainly does, that in men it 
is itaore engaging than kaowkdge^ in women tiian 
beauty. 

I long to fee Lord and Lady * * * (who are not 
yet arrived) becaufe they h^ve lately feen you ; and 
I always fancy, that I can fiih out fomething new 
concerning you, from thofe who have feen you laft : 
not that I Ihall much rely upon their accounts, 
becaufe I diilruft the judgement of Lord and La- 
dy * * *, in thofe matters about which I am moft 

inquifitivo. 



Digitized by 



Google 



to ttIS hOU. |Of 

inquilitivc. They 4uivc ruined their own fon, by, 
what they called and thought, loving him. They 
have made him believe that the world was made 
for him, not he for the world ; and unlefs he flays 
abroad a great while,, and falls into very good 
company, he will expert what he will never find ; 
the attentions and complaifance from others, which 
he has hitherto been ufed to from Papa and Mamma, 
This, I fear, is too much the cafe of Mr. * * ♦ * . 
who, I doubt, will be run through the body, and 
be near dying before he knows how to live. How- 
ever you may turn out, you can never makemt 
any of thefe reproaches. I indulged no filly wo- 
manifh fondnefs for you : inflead of infii<fting my 
tendemefs upon you, I have taken all poffible me- 
thods to make you deferve it ; and thank God you 
do ; at ]eaft, I know but one article in which you 
are different from what I could wifh you ; and you 
very well know what that is. I want, that I and all 
the world fhould like you, as well as I love you« 
Adieu. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXXVn. 

London, April the 30th, O. S. i75«* 

My dear Friend, 

J2VOIR du monde is, in my opinion, a very juft 
and happy expreiSon, for having addrefs, manners, 
and for knowing how to behave properly in all com- 
panies; and it implies very truly, that a. man, that 
liath not thefe accomplifhments, is not of the world. 
Without them, the beft parts are inefficient, civility 
is abfurd, and freedom ofFenfive. A learned parfon, 
rufting in his cell at Oxford or Cambridge, will 
xeafon admirably well upon the nature of man ; will 
.profoundly analyfe the head, the heart, the reafon, 
the will, the paflions, the fenfes, the fentiments, 
and all thofe fubdivilions of we know not what ; and 
yet, unfortunately, he knows nothing of man: for 
lie hath not lived with him ; and is ignorant of all 
the various modes, habits, prejudices, and taftes, 
that always influence, and often determine him. He 
views man as he does colours in Sir Ifaac Newton's 
prifm, where only the capital ones are feen ; but an 
experienced dyer knows all their various fhades and 
gradations, together with the refult of their feveral 
inixtures. Few men are of one plain, decided 
colour ; moft are mixed, fhaded, and blended ; and 
^vary as much, from different lituations, as change- 
able £llks do from different lights. The man qui a du 

mondo 
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nionde^ kncrws all this from his own experience and 
obferVatiori: the conceited^ cloiftcredphilpfophcr 
knows nothing of it from his own theory ; his prac- 
tice is abfurd and improper ; and he a6ts as awk- 
wardly as a m^ui' would dance^ who had never feen 
others dance, nor learned of a dancing-mafter ; but 
who had oilly fludied the notes by which dances. are 
now pricked down as well as tunes.^ Obferve and 
imitate, then, the addrefs, the arts,, and tlie man* 
jiers, of thofe qui ont da monde: fee by what methods 
they firft ftiake, and afterward* improve impreffions 
in their favour. Thofe impreffions are much oftener 
owing to little caufes, than to intrinfic merit ; which 
is lefs volatile, and hath not fo fudden an efFcft. 
Strong minds have undoubtedly an afcendant over 
weak ones, as Galigai Mardchale d'Ancre very juftly 
obferved, when, to the difgrace and reproach of 
thofe times, Ihe was executed for having governed 
Mary of Medicis by the' arts of witchcraft and 
magic. But then an afcdndant is to be .gained by de^ 
grees, and by thofe arts only which experience and 
the knowledge of the world teaches; for few are 
mean enough to be bullied, though moil are weak 
enough to be bubbled. . Lhave often feen people of 
fuperior, governed by people of much inferior parts, 
without knowing or even fufpediing- that they were 
fo governed. This can only happen^ when thofe 
people of inferior parts have more worldly dexterity 
and experience, than thofe they, govern. They fee 
the weak and unguarded part> and apply to it : the^ 

take 
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tekc it, and all the rtft follows. Would you gaifl 
either men or women, amd every man of fenfe d^fires 
to gain berth, i/fauf du monde. You have had mor^ 
Opportunities than ever any man had, at yowr s^e, 
of acquirhig a mofide^ You have been in the beft 
tompanted of nroft countries, at an age when others 
have hardly been in any company at all. You are 
tnafter of all thofe languages, which John Trott 
fddom fpeaks at all, and never well ; confequently 
yOtt need be a ftranger no where. This is the way, 
and the only way, of having du mondi ; but if you 
have it not, and have fbiU any coarfe rufticity about 
you, may one not apply to you the rufiicus exptHat 
of Horace ? 

This knowledge of the world teaches us more par^ 

ticularly two things, both which are of infimte con- 

fequence, and to neither of whkh nature inclines us • 

I mean, the command of our temper, and of our 

countenance. A man who has no fm>nde is inflamed 

with anger, or annihilated with ihame, at every 

difagreeable incident : the ont makes him adt and 

talk like a madman ; the other makes him look like 

'a fool. But a man who has du monde ^ feems not to 

underftand what he cannot or ought not to refcnt. 

If he makes a flip himfclf, he rccoven it by his 

coolnefs, inftead of plunging deeper by his confu- 

fion, like a ftumbling horfe. He is firm, but 

gende; and prlAifes that mofi: excellent maxim, 

fuatnthr in mod^^ f^titir in n. The other is the vol/p 

fciolfa e fm/i$ri firMi. Pbople unufed to the world 

have 
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liave babblittg count ftnances i and , af e unfkilful 
€hot3gh to (how what they have fenfe enough hot to 
tell. In the courfe of the world, a man muft very often 
put on art eafy, frank countenance, upon very difa- 
greeable occafions ; he muft feem pleafed, when he is 
very much otherwife ; he muft be able to accoft and 
receive with flnilc^ thofe whom he would much ra- 
ther meet with fwords. In Courts he muft not turn 
Jiimfelf infidc out. All this may, nay muft be done, 
without falfehood and treachery ; for it muft go no 
farther than politenefs and manners, and muft ftop 
Ihort of aflurances and profeflions of fimulated 
friend (hip. Good manners, to thofe one doA not 
Jove, are no more a breach of truth, than ** your 
** humble fervant" at the bottom of a challenge is ; 
they are univerfally agreed upon, and underftood to 
be things of courfe. They are neceflary guards of 
the decency and peace of fociety : they muft only a6k 
defcnfively ; and then not with arms poifoned with 
perfidy* Truth, but not the whole truth, muft be 
the invariable principle of every man, who hath 
either religion, honour, or jprudence. Thofe who 
violate it may be cunning, but th?y are not able. 
Lyes and perfidy arc tlie refuge of fools and cowards. 
Adieu ! 

P. S. I muft recommend to you again, to take 
your leave of all your French acquaintance, in fucli 
a manner as may make them regret your departure, 
and wvih to fee and welcome yr-u at Paf is again ; 
wliere you may poffibly xeturn before it is, very long. 

Vol. 111. X This 
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This muft not be done in a cold, civil manner,^ bat 
with at leaft fceming warmth, fentifticnt, and con- 
cern. Acknowledge the obligations you have to theni 
for the kindnefs they have Ihown you during your 
ftay at Paris; aflure them, that wherever you -are, 
you will remember thera with gratitude ; wiih for 
opportunities of giving them proofs of your plus tendre 
€t r fptBueux fcuvenir ; beg of them, in cafe your 
good fortune ftiould carry you to any part of the 
'world where you could be of any the leail ufe to them; 
that they would employ you without refen''e. Say 
all this, and a great deal more, emphatically and pa- 
tlietPcally ; for you know Ji vis me ^ifr^— This can 
do you no harm, if you never return to Paris; but 
if you do, as probably you may, it will be of infinite 
ufe to you. Remember too, not to omit going to 
every houfe where you have ever been once, to take 
leave, and recommend yourfelf to their remembrance. 
The reputation which you leave at one place where 
you have been, will circulate ; and you will meet with 
it at twenty places, where you are to go. That is a 
labour never quite loft. 

This letter will fhow you, that the accident which 
happened to me yefterday, and of which Mr. Gre- 
venkop gives you an account, hath had no bad con- 
. fequenccs. My efcape was a great one. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXXVill. 

London, May the nth, O. S. 1752. 
* Mr DEAR Friend, 

I BREAK my word by writing this letter ; but I 
break it on the allowable fide, by doing more than 
I promifed. I have pleafure in writing to you : and 
you may poflibly have fome profit in reading what 
1 write ; either of the motives were fufficieht for me, 
both I cannot withftand. By your laft, I calculate 
that you will leave Paris this day fevennight ; upon 
that fuppofition, this letter may ftill find you there. 
Colonel Perry arrived here two or three days ago, 
and fent me a book from you ; Caffandra abridged. 
I am fure it cannot be too much abridged. The 
fpirit of that moft voluminous work, fairly extrafled, 
may be contained in the fmalleft duodecimo ; and it is 
moft aftonifhing, that there ever could have been 
people idle enough to write or read fuch endlefs 
heaps of the fame ftuflf. It was, however, the oc- 
cupation of thoufands in the laft century ; and is ftill 
the private, though difavowed, amufement of young 
girls,, and fentimental ladies. A lovc-fick girl finds 
in the Captain with whom fhe is in love all the cou- 
rage and all the graces of the tender and accom- 
plifhed Oroondates ; and many a grown-up, fenti- 
mental lady talks delicate Clelia to the hero whom 
fhe would engage to eternal love, or laments with 
her that love is not eternal. 

X 2 ^A/ 
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Ah ! quil eft doux d^ aimer , fi Ton aimoii toujwrs t 
Man belas / // neft ptint d^itemilUs amours. 

It is, however, very well to have read one of thofc 
extravagant works (of all which La Calprenedc's are 
the beft), becaufe it is well to be able to talk, with 
fome degree of knowledge, upon all thofe fubjedls 
that other people talk fometimes upon : and I would 
by no means have any thing, that is known to others^ 
be totally unknown to you. It is a great advantage 
for any man, to be able to talk or to hear, neither 
ignorantly nor abfurdly, upon any fubjecft ; for I 
have known people, who have n6t faid one word, 
hear ignorantly and abfurdly ; it has appeared in 
their inattentive and unmeaning laces. 

This, I think, is as little likely to happen to you, 
as to any body of your age : and if you will but add 
a verfatility and eafy conformity of manners, I know 
no company in which you are likely to be de trop. 

This verfatility is more particularly neceflary for 
you at this time, now that you arc going to fo many 
different places ; for, though the manners and cuf- 
toms of the feveral Courts of Germany are in general 
the fame,' yet every one has its particular charac- 
teriftic; fome peculiarity or other, which diftin- 
guifhes it from^the next. This you ihould carefuHy 
attend to, and immediately adopt. Nothing flatters 
people more, nor makes flrangers fo welcome, as 
fuch an occafional conformity. I do not mean by 
this, tliat you fhould mimic the air and ftiffnefs of 
cvdry awkward German Court; no, by no means; 
• but 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO HIS SON. 309 

but I mean that you fliould only chcarfixlly comply, 
amd fall-in with certain local habits^ fuch.as ceremo- 
nies, diet, tinrn of converfation, ^c. People who 
are lately- come from Parrs, and who have been a 
good while there, are generally I'ufpedled, and efpe- 
cialiy in Germany, of having a degree of contempt 
for erery other place. Take great care that nothing 
of this kind appear, at leaft outwardly, in your be- 
haviour ; but commend whatever dcferves any degree 
of commendation, without comparing it with what 
you may have left, much better, of the fame kind, 
4*t Paris. As for inftance, the German kitchen is, 
without doubt, execrable, and the French delicious j 
however, never commend the French kitchen at a 
German table : but eat of wliat you .can find tolera* 
ble there, and commend it, without comparing it to 
any thing better. J have known many Bfitifh Ya- 
hoos, who," tlK>ugh while they were at Paris con- 
formed to no one French cuftom, as foon as they got 
any where elfe, talked of nothing but wliat they did, 
faw, and eat at Paris. The freedom of the French 
is not to be ufed indifcriminately at all tlie Courts in 
Germany, though their eafincfs may, and ought ; 
but that too at fome places more than others. The 
Courts of Manhcim and Bonn, I take to be a little 
more unl:)arbarifed than fome others; that of Maiencc, 
an ecclefiaftical one, as well as that of Treves (nei- 
ther of which is much frequented by foreigners), re- 
tains, I conceive, a great deal of the Goth and 
Vaftdal. ftilL There more referve and ceremony arc 
fxeceflary ; and not a word of the French. At Ber- . 

X 3 lin. 
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lin, you cannot be too French. Hanover, Brunf- 
wick, Caffel, 6fr. are of the mixed kind, un peu 
decrottSsj mats pas ajfez. 

Another thing, which I moft earneftly recommend 
to you, not only in Germany, but in every part of 
the world, where you may ever be, is not only real, 
but feeming attention, to whomever you fpeak to, 
or to whoever fpeaks to you. There is nothing fo 
brutally fhocking, nor fo little forgiven, as a feem- 
ing inattention to the perfon who is fpcaking to you ; 
and I have known many a man knocked down, for 
(in my opinion) a much (lighter provocation, than 
;that Ihocking inattention which I mean. I have feen 
many people, who, while you are fpeaking to them, 
inftead of looking at, and attending to you, fix their 
eyes upon the cieling, or fome other part of the 
room, look out at the window, play with a dog, 
twirl their fnufF-box, or pick their nofe. Nothing 
difcovers a little, futile, frivolous mind more than 
this, and nothing is fo ofFcnfively ill-bred : it is an 
' explicit declaration on your part, that every the moft 
trilling objedl deferves your attention more than all 
that can be faid by the perfon who is fpeaking to 
you. Judge of the fentiments of hatred and refent* 
ment, which fuch treatment muft excite in every 
breaft where any degree of felf-love-dwells; and L 
am fure I never yet met with that breaft where there 
was not a great deal. I repeat it again and again' 
(for it is highly neceflary for you to remember it), 
that fort of vanity and felf-love is infeparable from 
human nature, whatever may be its rank or condi- 
tion; 
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•tion ; even your footman will fooner forget and for- 
give a beating, than any manifeft mark of flight and 
contempt. Be tlierefore, I beg of you, not only 
really, but feemingly and manifeftly, attentive to 
whoever fpcaks. to you ; nay more, take their ton^ 
land tune yourfelf to their unifon. Be ferious with 
the ferious, gay with the gay, and trifle with the 
triflers. In afluming thefe various fl>apcs, endea- 
vour to make each of them feem to fit eafy upon 
you, and even to appear to be your own natural one. 
This is the. true and ufeful verfatility, of which a 
thorough knowledge of the world at once teaches the 
utility, and the means of acquiring. 

lam very fure, at leaft I hope, that you will never 
make ufe of a filly expreflion, which is the favourite 
cxpreflSon and the abfurd excufe of all fools and 
blockheads ; . / camoi do fuch a tktng ; a thing by no 
means either tnorally or phyfically impofiible. I 
cannot attend long together to the fame thing, fays 
one fool : that is, he is fuch a fool that he will not. 
I remember a very awkward fellow, who did not 
know what to do with his fword, and who always 
took it off before dinner, faying, tliat he could not 
poflibly dine with his fw^ord on ; upon which I could 
not help telling him, that I really believed he could, 
without any probable danger either to himfelf or 
others. It is a fliame and an abfurdity, for any man 
to fay, that he cannot do all thofe things, which are 
commonly done by all the reft of mankind. 

X 4 Another 
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Another thing, that I muft carnoftJy warn you 
againft, is lazincfe ; by which more propk have toft 
the fniit of their travels, than (perhaps) by any 
other thing. Pray be always in motion. Early in 
the morning go and fee things; $nd thefeft of the 
day go and fee people. If you ilay but a week at i^ 
place, and that an infignificant one, fe«, hawevcr, 
all that is to be feen there ; know as njany people, 
and get into as many houfes, as ever you can. 

I recommend to you likewife, though probably 
you have thought of it yourfclf, to ca/fy in y6uf 
pocket a map of GcrnTany, in which the poil-roads 
are marked ; and alfo fome fliort book of travcU 
through Germany, The former will hdp to iniprint 
in your memory lituations and difl:ances ; and the 
latter will point out many things for you tp fee^ that 
might otherwife poflibly efcape j'ou ; and which^ 
though they may in themfejves ht <?f little confer 
quence, you would regret not having feen, after ha« 
ving teen at the places where they were. 

Thus warned and provided for your journey, Gq4 
fpeed }'ou j Pf^li^c f at(/i unique Jtf ! Adi^u, 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXXEK, 

London^ May the ijth, O. S. 17^2. 

My dbak Friend, 

1 SEND you the enclofed original, from a friend of 
ours, with my own commentaries upon the text ; 
a text which .1 have fo often paraphrafed, and com^ 
mented upon already, that I believe I can hardly 
lay any thing new upon it ; but, however, I cannot 
give it over till I am better convinced, than I yet 
am, that you feel all the utility, the importance^ 
jmd the neceffity of it ; nay, not only feel, but 
praAife it. Your panegyrift allows you what moft 
fathers would be more than fatisfied with in a foti^ 
Itnd chides me for not contenting myfclf with rejen^ 
tidUmentbmi but I, who have been in no one re- 
fpeA like other fathers, canAot neitlnr, like them, 
content mj'felf with VeJet^ieUtnifnt ben ; becaufc I 
JcHOw that it will not do your bufi^iefs in the world, 
while you wa&t quelquis couches dc vermj. Few {^ 
fhcrs care much for their fons, or, at leaft, moft of 
thero care more for their money ; and confequently 
content them£elves with giving them, it the dieapeft 
rate, the common run of e4ucation ; that h^ a 
fchool till eighteen ; the imiverfity till twenty ; and 
a couple of years riding poft through the feveral 
towns of Europe : i^^p^tient till their boobies come 
liome to be mwrried^ an(U » they call it, fettled. 

Of 
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Of thofe who really love their fons, few know how 
to do it. Some fpoil them by fondling them while 
they are young, and then quarrel with them when 
they are grown up, for having been fpoiled ; fome 
love them like mothers, and attend only to the 
bodily health and ftrcngth of the hopes of their 
family, folemnize his birth-day, and rejoice, like 
the fubjedls of the Great Mogul, at the increafe of 
his bulk: while others, minding, as they think, 
only effentials, take pains and plcafure to fee \ti^ 
their heir all their favourite weaknefles and imper- 
fedions, I hope and believe that I h$ive kept clear 
of all thefe errors, in the education which I have 
given you. No weaknefles of my own have warped 
it, no parlimony has ftarved it, no rigour has de- 
formed it. Soutid and extenlive learning was the 
foundation which I meant to lay : I have laid it ; 
but that alone, I knew, would by no means be fuf- 
ficient: the ornamental, the fhowllh, the pleafing 
fuperftrufture was to be begun. In that view I 
threw you into the great world, intirely your own 
cmafter, at an age when others either guzzle at the 
•ujaiverfity, or are fent abroad in fervitude, to fome 
awkward, pedantic, Scotch governor. This was 
to put you in the way, and the only way, of ac- 
quiring thofe manners, that addrefs, and thofe 
graces, which cxcluiively diftinguiih people of 
fafhion ; and without which all moral virtues, and 
all acquired learning, are of no fort of ufe in Courts 
and k hau vwnde ; On the contrary, I am not fure if 
tlicy are not an hindrance* They are feared and dif- 

liked 
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liked in thofe places, as too feverc, if not fmoothed 
and introduced by the gra/:es ; but of thcfe graces, 
of this neceflary beau vernis, it feems, there are ftiU 
quelques couches qui manquent-* Now, pray let me afk 
you, coolly and ferioufly, pourquoi ces couches man^ 
quent^ellesf For you may as eafilytake them, as 
you may wear more 6r lefs powder in your hair, 
more or lefs lace upon your coat. I can, therefore, 
account for your wanting them no other way in the 
world, than from your not being yet convinced of 
their full value. You have heard fome Englifh 
bucks fay, " Damn thefe ifinical outlandifh jurs, 
** give me a manly, refolute manner. They make 
*^ a rout with their graces, and talk like a parcel of ' 
** dancing -mafters, and drefs like a parcel of fops; 
'* one good Englilhman will beat three of them.** 
But let your own obfervation undeceive you of thefe 
prejudices. I will give you one inftance only, in- 
ftead of an hundred that I could give you, of a 
very fliining fortune and figure, raifed upon no 
other foundation whatfoever, than that of addrefs, 
manners, and graces. Between you and me (for 
this example muft go no farther) what do you think 
made our friend. Lord A* * * *e^ Colonel of a 
regiment of guards, Governor of Virginia, Groom 
of the Stole, and Embaflador to Paris ; amounting 
in all to fixteen or feveiiteen thoufand pounds a ytar? 
Was it his birth ? No, a Dutch Gentleman only. 
Was it his eftate ? No, he had none. Was it his 
learning, his parts, his political abilities and appli- 
cation ? You can anfwer thefe queftions as eafily, 

and 
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and u foon, as 1 can aik them. What was* it then ? 
^any peop)^ wondered^ but I do not ; for I know, 
and will tell you. It was his air, his acldrefs, hia 
manners, and his graces* He pleafed, and by 
pUaiing became a favourite ; and by becoming a 
favourite became all that he has been lince. Show 
me any we inflance, where intrinflc worth ajid 
merit, unaffifted by exterior accomjdiftiments, have 
raifed any man fo high. You know the Due de 
Kicbelieu, 0OW Marechal^ Cordon hUu^ Gexti/bonime 
ie^ Ia Chambre, twice EmbaiTador, ^c. By what 
coeans ? Not by the purity of bis charaAer, the 
depth of his knowledge, or any uncommon pene« 
tratioo and fag^cxty. Wonaen alone formed and 
rai(ed him. The Dutchefs of Burgundy took a 
fancy to him, and had him before be was fixteea 
}'ears old ; this put him in falhion among the beau 
tnovde : and the late Regent's eldefl daughter, now 
Madame de Modiene, took him next, and was near 
marrying bim^ Tbefe earty connexions with women 
of the fixft diftin<Stion gave him thofe manners, 
graces, and addrefs^ which you fee he has ; and 
which 9 I can afture you, are all that he has; for 
(trip him of them, and he will be one of the pooreQ: 
men in Europe* Man or woman cannot reiiil an 
engaging exterior ; it will pleafe, it will make its 
way. You want, it feems, but fuelqu^s touthts \ for 
God's fake, lofc no time in g-etting theiTi ; and now 
you have gone fo far, complete the work. Think 
of nothing elfe till tliat work is finithed : unwearied 
application will bring^ about a&y thing ; and furely 

your 
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your application can never be ft) well employed 
as upon that objeft, which is abfoJutely neceffary 
to facilitate all others, With^your knowledge and 
parts, if adorned by manners and graces, wliat 
may you not hope one day to be ? But without 
them, you will be in the fituation of a man who 
would be very fleet of one leg, but very lame of 
the other. He could not run, the lame leg would 
check and clog the well one, which would be very 
near ufelefs. 

From my original plan for your education, I 
meant to make you un homme univerfeli what de- 
pended upon me is executed, the little that remains 
undone depends fingly upon you. Do not then dif- 
appoint, when you can fo eafily gratify me. It is 
your own intereft which I am prefling you to purfue, 
and it is the only return that I defire for all the care 
and afFeftion of, Yours, 



LETTER CCLXXX. 

London, May the 31ft, O. S. 1752. 

My dear Friend, 

1 HE world is the book, and the only one towhich, 
at prefent, I would have you apply yourfclf ; and 
the thorough knowledge of it will be of more ufe to 

you. 
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you, than all the books that ever were read. Lay 
afide the befl: book whenever you can go info the 
beft company; and, depend upon it, you change . 
for the better. However, as the moft tumultuous 
life, whether of bufinefs or .plcafure, leaves fome 
vacant moments every day, in which a book is the 
refuge of a rational being, I mean now to point out 
to you the method of employing thofe moments 
. (which will and ought to be but few) in the moft 
advantageous manner. Throw away none of your 
time upon thofe trivial futile books, published by 
idle or neceffitous authors, for the amufement of 
idle and ignorant readers : fuch fort of books fwarm 
and buzz about one every day ; flap them away ; 
they have no fting. Certum peiejinem; have fome 
one objedl for thofe leifure moments, and purfue 
that objcA invariably till you have attained it ; and 
then take fome other. For inftance, conlidering 
your deftination, I would advife you to Angle out 
the moft remarkable and interefting aeras of modern 
hiftory, and confine all your reading to that ara. 
If you pitch upon the Treaty of Munfter (and that 
is the proper period to begin with, in the courfc 
which I am now recommending) do not interrupt it 
by dipping and deviating into other books, unre- 
lative to it: but confult only the moft authentic 
hiftories, letters, memoirs, and negotiations, relative 
to that great tranfaftion ; reading and comparing 
them, with all that caution and diftruft which Lord 
Bolingbroke recommends to you, in a better manner, 
and in better words, than I can. The next period, 

worth 
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worth your particular knowledge, is the treaty of 
the Pyrenees ; which was calculated to lay, and in 
cfFe6l did lay, the foundation of the fucceflion of 
the Houfe of Bourbon to the Crown of Spain. Pur- 
fue that in the fame manner, fingling, out of the 
millions of volumes written upon that pccafion, the 
two or three moft authentic ones, and pirticularly 
letters, which are the beft authoiities in matters of 
negociation. Next come the Treaties of Nimegueii 
and Ryfwick, poftfcripts in a manner to thofe of 
Munfter and the Pyrenees. Thofe two tranfa^lions 
have had great light thrown upon them by the pub- 
lication of many authentic and original letters and 
pieces. The conceffions made. at the Treaty of 
Ryfwick, by the then triumphant Lewis the XlVth, 
^ftonifhed all thofe who viewed things only fuper- 
ficially ; but, I Ihould think, muft have been eafily 
accounted for by thofe who knew the ftate of the 
kingdom of Spain, as well as of the health of its 
King, Charles the lid, at that time. The interval 
between the conclufion of the peace of Ryfwick, 
and the breaking-out of the great war in 1702, 
though a fliort, is a moft interefting one. Every 
week of it almoft produced fome great event. Two 
Partition Treaties, the death of tlie King of Spain, 
his unexpedled Will, and the acceptance of it by 
Lewis the XlVth, in violation of the fecond treaty 
of Partition, juft figned and ratified by him : Philip 
the Vth quietly and chearfully received in Spain, 
and acknowledged as King of it, by moft of ^ thofe 
Powers, who afterwards joined in an alliance toilc* 

tl^rcne 
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throng him. I cannot help making this dbfervatidifl 
upon tlwt occafion ; That charafter has often more 
tO/do in great tranfaAions, than prudence and found 
policy : for Lewis the XlVth gratified his perfona! 
pride, by g4ving a Bourbon King to Spain, at the 
•cxpence of the true inteteft of France ; which would 
ha^x acquired rauch more folid and permanent 
ftrength by tlie addition of Naples, Sicily, and Lor- 
raine, upon the foot of the fecond Partition Tfeaty i 
and I think it was fortunate for Europe that he pre- ' 
ferred the Will. It is true, he might hope to influ-^ 
cnce his grandfon ; bnt he could never exjpeft that 
his Bourbon pofterity in France Ihould influence his 
Bourbon po^erity in Spain ; he knew too well how 
.Weak the ties of 'blood are among men, and how 
much' weaker ftill they are among Princes- The 
Memoirs of Count Harrach, arid of Las Torres, 
give a good deal of liglit into the tranfa(^?ons of th« 
Court of Spain, previous to the death of that weak 
•King ; and the letters of the Marechal d'Harcourt^ 
then the French Embaflador in Spain, of which I 
liave authentic copies in manufcript, from the 
year 1698 to 1701, have cleared up that whole aflSiir 
to me^ I keep that book for you. It appears by 
thofe letters, that the imprudent conduft of thtf 
Houfe of Auftria, with regard to the King and 
Queen of Spain, and Madame Berlips, her favourite, 
together with the knowledge of the Partition Treaty, 
which i'ncenftd all Spain, were the true and only 
Teafons of the Will in favour of the Duke of Anjou. 
Cuidmal PortQcarrcro, tior any of the Grandees, 
. ' were 
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^cire bribed by France, as was generally reported 
and believed at that time ; which confirpns Voltaire's 
anecdote upon tliat fubjedl. Then opens a new fcene . 
and a new century : Lewis thcXIVth^s good fortune 
forfakes him, till the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene nuke him amends for all the mifcbief 
they had done him, by riiaking the Allies refufe 
the terms of peace offered by him at Gertruyden- 
berg. How the difadvatitageous peace of Utrecht 
Was afterward* brought on, you have lately read j 
and you cannot inform yourfelf too minutely of all 
thofe circumfiances, that treaty being the freftiefk 
foufce, from Whence the late tranfadtions of Europe 
have fldwed. The alterations which have lince 
hapip^ened; whether by wars dr treaties, are fo recent, 
that all the writteh accouilts are to be helped out > 
jwoved j or contradiAed, by the oral opes of almoft 
every informed perfon, of a certain age or rank in 
life. For the fadts, dates, and original pieces of 
ihis century, yOu will find them in Lamberti, till 
the yeat 171 j ; and after tliat time in Roufiet'* 
RecmiL 

I do hot hieah that yoii fhotild plod hours tdge* 
^r ih tefearches of this kind ; no, you may employ 
your time more ufefuUy : but I mean, that you 
ihould make the moft of the moments foa do em- 
ploy, by method, and the purfuit of one fingle ob- 
jt6t at a time ; nor ihould I call it a digreiCon from 
thftt objedl, if, when you meet with clafhing and 
jainriiig ptetcnfioiig of different Princes to the fame 

VoL.m. Y thing. 
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thing, you had rmmccUately recourfe to other books, 
in whicli thofe fcvcral pretenfions were clearly ftated ; 
on the contrary, that is the ojily way of remembering 
thofe contefted rights and claims : for, were a maa 
to read touie de fuite^ Schwedcruss Thiatrum Preien^ 
Jonumy. he would only be confounded by the variety,- 
and remember fione of them ; whereas, by examin- 
ing them occaiionally, as they happen to occur, 
cither in the courfe of your hiftorical reading, or a» 
they are agitated iiv your own times, yon will retain? 
them, by conne6i:ing them with thofe hiilopical fadts- 
which occafioned your enquiry. For example, had 
you read, in the courfe of two or three folios of Pre- 
tenlions, thofe, among others, of the two kings of 
England and Pruffia to Oft Frife, it h impollibld . 
that you fhould have remembered them ; but now, 
that they are become the debated objeft at the Dyeti 
at Ratifbon, and the topic of all political converfa-' 
tions, if you confult both books and perfons con* 
cerning them, and inform yourfelf thoroughly, you 
will never forget them as long as you live. Yoy will 
hear a great deal of them on one fide, at Hanover ; 
and as much on the other fide, afterwards, at Pcrhn : 
hear both fides, and form your own opinion ; but dif- 
pute with neither. 

Letters from foreign Minifters to their Courts, and 
from their Courts to them, are, if genuine, the bcft 
and moft authentic records you can read, as far asi 
they go. Cardinal d'Offafs, . Prefidcnt Jeanin*8, 
D'Eftnidc's, Sir William Temple's, will not only in- 
form 
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totm your mind, but form yourftyle; which, in 
letters of bufinefs, fhould be very plain and fimple, 
but, at the fame time, exceedingly clear, corre(5l> 
aiid pure. 

All that I have faid nlay be reduced to thefe two 
or three plain principles ; ift, That you Ihould now 
read very little, but converfe a great deal: 2dly, To 
read no ufelefs, unprofitable books ; and, 3dly, That 
thofe which you do read may all tend to a certain 
objeA, and be relative to, and confequential of, each 
other. In this method, half an hour's reading every 
day will carry you a great way. People fcldom 
know how to.employ their time to the bcft advan- 
tage, till they have too little left to employ ; but if, 
at your age, in the beginning of life, people would 
but confider the value of it, and put every moment to 
intereil^ it is incredible what an additional fund of 
knowledge and pleafure fuch an oeconomy would 
bring in. I look back witli regret upon that large 
fum of time, which, in my youth, I lavilhed away 
idly, without either improvement or pleafure. Take 
warning betimes, and enjoy every moment ; pleafures 
do not commonly laft fo long as life, and therefore 
Ihould not banegleAed ; and the longeft life is too 
Ihort for knowledge, confequently every moment is 
precious. 

I am furprifed at having received no letter from 
you fince you left Paris. I ftill diredl this to Straf- 
bui:gh, as I did my two laft. I (hall diredl my next 
to the poft-houjfe at Maience, unlefs I receive,, in the 

Y 2 mean 
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mean time, contrary inltruAions from you. Adieu ( 
3<emembcr les attentions : theymuft be yourpaflporU 
into good company. 



LETTER CCLXXXL 

London, Jupe, O. S. 1752* 
My dear Friend, 

V ERY few celebrated negotiators have been emi- 
nent for their learning. The moft famous French 
negotrators (and I know no nation that can boaft of 
abler) have been military men, as Monfieur d'Har- 
court, Conite d'Eftrades, Mar^chal d*Uxellcs, and 
others. The late Duke of Marlborough, who was^ 
at leaft as able a negotiator as a general, was ex- 
ceedingly ignorant of books, but extremely knowing 
in men ; whereas the learned Grotius appeared, both 
in Sweden and in France, to be a very bungling 
miniftcr. This is, in my opinion, very (saiily to be 
accounted fon A man of very deep learning muft 
have employed the greateft part of his time in books; 
and a ikilful negotiator muft necefiarily have em- 
ployed much the greateft part of his time with man. 
The found fcholar, when dragged out of hrs dufty 
clofet into bufinefs, a6ts by book, and deals mth 
men as he has read q£ them; not as he lias known 

then) 
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thctn by experience : he follows Spartan and Roman 
precedents, in what he falfely imagines to be limilar 
cafes ; whereas two cafes never were, lince the be* 
ginning of the world, exaftly alike : and he would 
be capable, where he thought fpirit and vigour ne- 
ccflary, to draw a circle round the perfons he treated 
with, and to infift upon a categorical anfwer before 
they went out of it, becaufe he had read, in the 
Koman biftory, that once upon a time fome Roman 
embaflador did fo. No ; a certain degree of learn- 
ing may help, but no degree of learning will ever 
make a fkilful minifter : whereas a great knowledge 
of the world, of the charatflers, paffions, and habits 
of mankind, has, without one grain of learning, 
made a thoufand. Military men have feldom much 
knowledge of books ; their education does not allow 
it ; but what makes great amends for that want is, 
that they generally know a great deal of the world ;• 
they are thrown into it young ; they fee variety of 
nations and charadlers ; and they foon find, that to 
rife, which is the aim of them all, they muft firft 
pleafe : thcfe concurrent caufes almofl- always give 
them manners and politenefs. In confequencc of 
which, you fee them always diftinguifhed at Courts, 
and favoured by the women,' I could wifli that 
you had been of an age to have made a campaign 
•or two as a volunteer. It would have given you an 
attention, a verfatility, and an alertnefs ; all which 
I doubt you want^ and a great want it is, 

Y 3 A foreign 
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A foreign minifter has not great bufinefs to tranP^ 
acft every day ; fo that his knowledge and his Ikill 
in negotiating arc not frequently put to the trial : 
but he has that to do every day, and every hour of 
the day, which is neceflary to prepare and fmooth 
the way for his bufinefs ; that is, to infinuatc him- 
felf by his manners, not only into the houfes, but 
into the confidence of the moft confiderablc people 
of that place ; to contribute to their pleafyres, and 
infenfibly not to be looked upon as a ftranger him^ 
fclf. A flcilful minifter may very poflibly be doing 
Jiis matter's bufinefs full as well, in doiilg the honours 
gracefully and genteelly of a ball or a fupper, as if 
he were laborioufly writing a protocol in his clofct. 
The Marcchal de Harcourt, by his magnificence, 
his manners, and his politenefs, blunted the edge of 
the long averfion which the Spaniards had to the 
French. The Court and the Grandees were perfo- 
nally fond of him, and frequented bis houfe ; and 
were at laft infenfibly brought to prefer a French to 
a German yoke; which, lam convinced, would never 
have happened had Comte d'Harrach been Mar6chal 
d'Harcourt, or the Marechal d'Harcourt Comte 
d'Harrach, The Comte d'Eftrades had, by fes ma^ 
meres polies et liahteSy formed fuch connexions, and 
gained fuch an intereft in the republic of the United 
Provinces, that Monfieur de Witt, the then Pen- 
fionary of Holland, often applies to him to ufe his 
intereft with his friends, both in Holland and the 
Other provinces^ whenever he (De Witt) had a dif- 
ficult 
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ficult point which he wanted to carry. This was 
certainly not brought about by his knowledge of 
books, but of men : dancing, fencing, and riding, 
with a little military architeAure, were no doubt the 
top of his education ; and, if he knew that coUegiumj 
in Latin, lignified college in French, it muft have 
been by accident. But he knew what was more ufc- 
ful : from thirteen years old he had been in the great 
world, and had read men and women fo long, that he 
could then read them at fight. 

Talking, the other day, upon this and other fub- 
jec^s^ all relative to you, with one who knows and 
loves you very well, and exprefling my anxiety and 
wilhes that your, exterior accomplifhmcnts, as a man 
of falhion, might adorn, and at leaft equal your in- 
trinfic merit as^ man of fenfe and honour ; the per- 
fon interrupted me, and faid. Set your heart at reft ; 
that never will nor can happen. It is not in charac- 
ter ; that gendenefs, that douceur ^ thofe attentions, 
which 'you wilh him to have, are not in his nature ; . 
and do what you will, nay, let him do what he will, 
he never can acquire them. Nature may be a Htdc 
difguifed and altered by care ; but can by no means 
whatfoever be totally forced and changed. I denied 
this principle to a certain degree ; but admitting, 
however, that in many refpeAs our nature was not to 
be changed ; and afferting, at the fame time, that 
iin others it might by care be very much altered and 
improved, fo as in truth to be changed ; that I took 
thofe exterior accomplifhments, which we had been 
talking of^ to be mere modes^ and abfolutely de« 

y 4 pending; 
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pending upon the will, and upon cuftom ; an4 
that, therefore, I was convmced that your good 
fenfe, which muft fhew you the importance of thcniji 
would make you refqlve at all events to a(:quire 
them, even in fpite of nature, if nature be in the 
cafe ; our difpute, which lafted a great while, ended, 
fis Voltaire pbferves that difputes in England are apt 
to do, in ^ wager of ;6fty guineas ; which I myfelf 
am to decide upon honour, and of which this is a 
faithful copy. If you think I Ihall win it, you may 
go my halves if you pleafe ; declare yourfelf in time. 
This I declare, that I would moft chearfully give a 
thoufand guineas to win thofe fifty : you may fecure 
them me if you pleafe. 

I grow very impatient for your future letters fron^ 
the feveral Courts of Manheim, Bonn, Hanover, &c, 
.&c. And I delirc that yqur letters may be to me, 
what I do not dcfire they fhould be tq any body clfe 5 
I mean^ full of yourfelf. Let the egotifm, a figure 
w]:iich upon all other qccadons I deteft, be your 
pnly ope tq me. Trifles that concern you are not 
trifk^ to me ; and my knowledge of them may pof- 
fibly be ufeful tf) yovf, Adjeu. — Les ^races^ U\ 
^racfs^ hs graces. 
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London; June the 23d, O. S. 175a, 
My dear Fjliend, 

I DIRECT this letter to Maience, where I think it 
is likjely to meet you, fuppoling, as I do, that 
you fbid three weeks at Maoheim after the date 
of your laft from thence; but ihould you have 
flaid longer at Manheim^ to which I have no objec- 
tion, it will wait for you at Maienc^. Maience 
will not, I believe, have charms to detain yon 
above a week ; fo that I reckon you will be at Bona 
at the end of July, N. S. There you may ftay juft 
as litde or as long as ypu pleafe, and then proceed 
to Hanover. 

I had a letter by thp laft poft from a relation of 
mine at Hanover, Mr. Stanhope Afpinwall, who is 
tn the Duke of NewcafUe*s office, and has lately 
l)ecn appointed the King's Minifter to the Dey of 
Algiers ; a poft which, notwithftanding your views 
pf foreign aflfairs, I believe ypu do not envy him. 
He tells me in that letter, there are very good lodg- 
ings to be had at one Mrs. Meyers', the n^xt door 
to the Duke of Newcaftle's, which he offers to take 
for you : I have defired him to do it, in cafe Mrs; 
Meyers will wait for you till the latter end of Aur 
guA, or the beginning of September, N. S. which^ 
I fuppoiie> is about the time wlien you will be at 

Hanover. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



350 LORD CHBSTERFIELD^S LSTTBRS 

JHanovcr. You will find this Mr. Afpinwall of 
great ufe to you there. He will exert himfclf to the 
utmoft to ferve you ; he has been twice or thrice at 
Hanover, and knows all the 'allHres there : he is 
very well with the Duke of Newcaftle, and will 
pufF you there. Moreover, if you have a mind to 
work as a volunteer in that bureau^ he will affift and 
inform you. In Ihort, he is a very honeft, fenfible, 
and informed man ; mats ne pate pas htaucGup de pt 
Jigi^c ; il abufe meme du privilege quoKt les bommes 
d^f'tre laids ; ei il neferapas en refiey avec Us Lions 
et les Leopards quil irouvera a Alger. 

As you are entirely ihafter of the time when you 
will leave Bonn, and go to Hanover, fo are you 
mafter to ftay at Hanover as long as you pleafe, and 
to go frotn thence where you pleafe ; provided that 
at Chriftmas you. are at Berlin, for the beginning of 
the Carnival : this I would not have you fay at Ha* 
nover, confidering the mutual difpofition of thofe 
two courts : but when any body alks you where you 
are to go next, fay, that you propofe rambling in 
'Germany, at Brunfwick, Caflel, &f^. till the next 
fpring ; when you intend to be in Flanders, in your 
way to England. I take Berlin, at this time, to be 
the politeft, the moft (hinihg, and the moft ufeful 
Court in Europe, for a young fellow to be at : and 
therefore I would upon no account not have you 
there, for at leaft a couple of months of the Carni* 
val. If you are as well received, and pafs your time 
as well, at Bonn, as I believe you will, I would ad* 
vife you to remain there till about the aoth of Au- 

guftt 
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guft, N. S. ; in four days njore you will be at Hano- 
ver, As for your ftay there, it muft be Ihorter or 
longer, according to certain circumftances which you 
know of; fuppoling them at the befl-, then ftay till 
Within a week or ten days of the King's return to 
England ; but fuppofing them at the worft, your 
ftay muft not be too fliort, for reafons which you 
alfo know : no refentment muft either appear or be 
fufpcfted ; therefore, at worft, I tlunk you muft 
remain there a month, and at beft, as long as ever 
you pleafc. But I am convinced that all will turn 
out very well for you there. Every body is engaged 
or iitclined to help you ; the Minifters, both Englifli 
and German, the principal Ladies, and moft of the 
foreign Minifters ; fo that I may apply to you 
nullum numen abej}^ Jifit prudentia, Du Perron will, 
I believe, be bjick there, from Turin, much about 
the time you get thither : pray be very attentive to 
him, and conneA your felf with him as much as ever 
you cafi ; for, befides that he is a very pretty and 
well-informed man, he is very much in falhion at 
Hanover, is perfonally very well with the King, 
and certain Ladies ; fo that a vifibje intimacy and 
connexion with him will do you credit and feryice. 
Pray cultivate Monfieur Hop the Dutch Minifter, 
who has always been very much my frjend, and will, 
I am fure, be yours : his manners, it is true, are not 
very engaging ; he is rough, but he is fincere. It 
is very ufeful fometimes to fee the things which one 
ought to avoid, as it is right to fee very often thofe 
ivhich one ought to imitate ; and my friend Hop's 

itnatmers 
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manners will frequently point out to you what yoiira 
ought to be by the rule of contraries, 

Congrevc points out a fort of critics^ to whom ho 
lays that we are doubly obliged. 

Rules for good writing they with pains indite. 
Then Ihew us what is bad, by what they write. 

It IS certain that Monfieur Hop, with the beft 
iheart in the world, and a thoufand good qualities, 
has a thoufand enemies, and hardly a friend ; fingly 
from the roughnefs of his manners. 

N. B. I heartily wiih you could have flayed long 
enough at Manheim, to have been feriouily and def- 
perately in love with Madame de Taxis ; who I fup- 
pofe is a proud infolent fine Lady, and who would 
confequently have expefted attentions little fhort of 
adoration : nothing would do you more good than 
fuch a paflion ; and I live in hopes that fomebody or 
other will be able to excite fuch a one in you : your 
hour may not. yet be come, but it will come. Love 
has not been unaptly compared to the fmall-pox, 
which moft people have fooner or later. Iphi^ 
genia had a wonderful effedt upon Cimon ; I wiih 
fome Hanoverian Iphigenia may try her fkill upon 
you. 

I recommend to you again, though I have already 
done it twice or thrice, to fpeak German, even 
afFeftedly, while you are at Hanover ; which wiU 
ihow that you prefer that language, and be of more 
uf&to you there with fomebody ^ than you can imagine^ 
Whf n you carry my letters to Monfieur MUnchaufen„ 

an4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fto His ioti. 333 

and Monfieur Schwiegeldt, addrcfs yourfelf to thcni 
German ; the latter fpeaks French very well, but 
the former extremely ill. Show great attentien to 
Madame Munchaufen's daughter, who is a great 
favourite: thcfe little trifles pleafe mothers, and 
fomctimes fathers, extremely. Obferve, and you 
will find^ almoft univerfally, that the leaft things 
cither pleafe or difpleafe mpft ; becaufe they necef-* 
farily imply, either a very ftrong defire of obliging, 
of an unpardonable indifference about it. I will 
give you a ridiculous inftance enough of this truth, 
from my owii expef ience. When I was Embaflador 
the firft time in Holland, Comte de Waffenaer and 
his wife, people of the firft rank and confideration, 
had a litde boy of about three years old, of whom 
they were exceedingly fond ; in order to make my 
court to them, I was fo too, and ufed to take the 
child often upon my lap, and play with him. One 
day his nofe was very fnotty, upon which I took out 
my handkerchief and wiped it for him ; this raifed 
aloud laugh, and they called me a very bandy 
nurfe ; but the father and mother were fo pleafed 
with it, that to this day it is an anecdote m the 
fimily ; and I never receive a Letter from Comtc 
Waflenaer, but he makes me the compliments da, 
fnorveux que f ai tnouche autrefois : who, by the way, 
I am aflUred, is now the prettieft young fellow in 
Holland. Where oi!« would gain people, fcmember 
that nothing is litde. Adieu I 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCSLXXXin. 

London, June the 26th, O* S. 1752. 
My dear Friend, 

As I have rcafon to fear, from your laft letter o^, 
the 1 8th, N. S. from Manheiciii that all, or at leaft 
moft of my letters to you, fincc you left Paris, have 
mifcarried ; I think it requifitc at all events, to re- 
peat in this the neceffary parts of.thofe feveral letters, 
as far as they relate to your future motions. 

I fuppofe that this will either find you, or be but 
a few days before you, at Bonn, where it is dired):ed ; 
and I fuppofe too, that you have fixed your time for 
going from thence to Hanover. If things turn out 
well at Hanover^ as in my opinion they will, Cbifta 
hene nonfi muovaj flay there till a week or ten days 
before the King fets out for England \ but, ihould 
tbey turn out illj which I cannot imagine, ftay how- 
ever a month, that your departure may not feem a 
ftep of difcontent or peeviflmefs; the very fufpicion 
of which is by all means to be avoided. Whenever 
you leave Hanover, be it fooner or later, where would 
you go ? Ella e Padrone^ and I give you your choice : 
Would you pafs the months of November and De- 
cember at Brunfwick, Caffel, (^c? Would you 
chufe to go for a couple of months to Ratifbon, where 
you will be very well recommended to, and treated 
by the KingV Electoral Minifi;er> the Baron de Behr, 

aad 
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ind where you would improve your jus publicum ? 
Or would you rather go direAly to Berlin, and ftay 
there till the ertd of the Carnival ? Two or three 
months at Berlin are, confidering all circumftances, 
ncceffary for you ; and the Carnival months are the 
beft : pour U rejie^ dkidez 6n dernier rejfort^ ef fans 
appel comme d'abus. Let me only know your decree, 
when you have formed it. Your good or ill fuccefs 
at Hanover will have a very great influence upon 
your fubfequent ch^raifter, figure, and fortune in the 
world ; therefore I confefs, that I am more anxious 
about it, than ever bride was on her wedding night, 
when wifhes, hopes, fears, and doubts, tumultuoufly 
agitate, pleafe, and terrify her. It is your firft cri- 
lis : the chara6ter which you acquire there will, 
more or lefs, be that which will abide by you for the 
reft of your life. You will be tried and judged there, 
not as a boy, but as a man : and from that moment 
there is no appeal for charadler ; it is fixed. To 
form that charafter advantageoufly, you have three 
objefts particularly to attend to : your charaAer as a 
man of morality, truth, and honour: your know- 
ledge in the obje<5ls of your deftination, as a man of 
bufinefs ; and your engaging and infinuating addrefs, 
air, and nianners, as a courtier ; the fure and only 
ftcps to favour. Merit at Courts, without favour, 
will do little or nothing ; favour, without merit, will 
do a good deal ; but favour and merit together will 
do every tiling. Favour at Courts depends upon fo 
many, fuch trifling, fuch unexpeAed, and unfore- 
fecn events, that a good Courtier muft attend to 

every 
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every circumftancc, however little, that eitlier doe'* 
or can happen ; he muft have no abfences, no ^f- 
ira6ltons ; he muft not fay, " I did ndt mind it; whd 
•* would have thought it ?" He ought both to have 
minded, and to haVe thought it. A chamber-maid 
has fometimes caufed revolutions in Courts, which 
have produced others in Kingdoms. Were I to make 
my way to .favour in a Court, I would neither wil- 
fully, nor by negligence, give a dog or a cat there 
reafon to diflike me^ Two pies griicbtsi well inftruft- 
cd, you know, made the fortune of de Luines with 
Lewis XIII. Every ftcp a man makes at Court requires 
is much attention and circumfpedlion, as thofe which 
were made formerly between hot plough-ftiares, iri 
the Ordealj or fiery trials ; which> in thctfe times of 
ignorance and fuperftition, were looked upon as de* 
monftrations of innocence or guilt. Diredl your 
principal battery, at Hanover^ at the D" — erf" N — ^*s : 
there arc many very weak places in that citadel ; 
where, with a very little Ikill, you cannot fail making 
a great impreffion. Alk for his orders, in every thing 
you do ; talk Auftrian and Antigallican to him ; and,^ 
as foon as you are upon a foot of talking eafily to 
him, tell him en badinanty that his ikill and fucccff 
in thirty or forty eleftions in England leave you nor 
reafon to doubt of his carrying his EleAion for Frank- 
fort : and that you look upon the Archduke as liif 
Member for the Empire. In his hdurs of fcftivity 
and compotation, drop, that he puts you in mind of 
what Sir William Temple fays of the Penfionary Dc 
Wttt^ who at that time governed half Europe j; thai 

ho 
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he appeared at balls, aflemblies, and public places, 
as if he had nothing elfe to do, or to think of. When 
he talks to you upon foreign affairs, which he will 
often do, fay, that you really cannot prefume to give 
any opinion of your own upon thofe matters, looking 
upon yourfelf, at prefent, only as a poftfcript to the 
iorps diplomatique ; but that, if his Grace will be 
pleafed to make you an additional volume to it, 
though but in duodecimo^ you will do your beft, that 
he (hall neither be afliamed nor repent of it. He 
loves to have a favourite, and to open himfelf to that 
favourite : he has now no fuch perfon with him ; the 
place is vacant, and if you have dexterity you may 
fill it. In one thing alone do not humour him ; I 
mean drinking ; for, as I believe you have never yet 
been drunk, you do not yourfelf know how you can 
bear your wine, and what a little too much of it may 
make you do or fay : you might poffibly kick down 
all you had done before. 

You do not love gaming, and I thank God for it ; 
but at Hanover I would have you fhow, and profefs, 
a particular did ike to play, fo as to decline it upon all 
occafioris, unlefs where one may be wanted to make 
a fourth at whift or quadrille ; and then take care to 
declare it the refult of your complaifance, not of your 
inclinations. Without fuch precaution, you may 
very poffibly be fufpedted, though unjuftly, of loving 
play, upon account of my former paffion for it ; and 
fucH a fufpicion would do you a great deal of hurt, 
efpecially with the King, who detefts gaming, I 
muft end this abruptly. God blefs you I 
Vol. III. Z LET- 
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LETTER CCLXXXIV. 

My dear Frxbnb, 

Versatility as a Coumer, may be almoft dc* 
cifive to you hereafter; that is, it may conduce to, 
or retard your preferment in your own deftination* 
The firft reputation goes a great way ; and, if you fix 
a good one at Hanover, it will operate alfo to your 
advantage in England. The trade of a Courtier is as 
much a trade as that of a fhoe-maker ; and he wha 
applies himfelf the moft vi'ill work the beft : the 
only difficulty is to diftinguifh (what I am fure you 
have fenfe enough to diftinguiAx) between the right 
and proper qualifications aod their kindred £iults ;< 
for there is but a line between every* perfe<9:ion and 
its neighbouring inaperfe^ion.. As for example, you 
mufl: be extremely well-bred and polite, but with-^ 
out the troublefome forms and ftifitiefs of ceresEX>ny. 
You muft be refpe<^ftil and aflenting, but without! 
i)eing fervile and abjedt. Yoi^ muft be firank, but 
without indifcretion ; and clofe,, without being CQf-* 
tive. You muft keep up dignity of chara^ker, with-, 
out the leaft pride of birth or tank. You muft bo 
gay, withiu all the bounds of decency aiid refpe<ft ; 
^nd grave without the a£fe<Sbation of wifdom, which 
does not become the age of twenty; You muft bq 
eflentially fecret, without being dark and myfterious. 
You muft be firm, and e?ea bold, but with great 
feeming modefty. 

With 
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With thefe qualifications, which, by the way, 
are all in your own power, I will anfwer for your 
fucccfs, not only at Hanover, but at any Court iii* 
Europe. And I am not forry that you'-b^in your 
apprenticefliip at a little one; becaufe you muft be 
more circumfpeA, and more upon your guarf there, 
than at a great one, where every little thing is^riot 
known, nor reported. 

When you write to me, or to any body elfe, 
from thence, take care that your letters contain com- 
mendations of all you fee and hear there ; for they 
will moft of them be opened and read : but, as fre-^ 
quent Couriers will come from Hanover to England, 
you may fometimes write to me without referve ; and 
put your letters into a very little box, which yo\^ 
may fend fafcly by fome of them. 

I muft not omit meritioning to you, that^ at the 
Dbke of Newcaftle's table, where you will frequently 
dine, there is a gfeat deal of drinking ; be upon your 
guard againft it, botfi upon account of your health> 
tvhich i^tniM not bear it, and of the confequences of 
your being fluftered and heated with wine t it might 
engage you in fa-apes and frolics, which the King 
(who is a very fober man himfelf ) detefts. On the 
other hand, you fliould not feem too grave and tod 
wife to drink like the reft' of the company ; therefore 
ufe art : mix watfer with your wine ; do riot drink aS 
that is^ in the glafs ; and, if detedftfed, ahd preflcdto 
drink more, do not cry out fobriety ; but fay, that 
you have lately been out of order, that you are fub- 
jeft to inflammatory complamts, and that you muft 

Z 2 beg 
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beg to be excufed for the prefent* A young fellow 
ought to be wifer than he ihould feem to be ; and 
sn old fellow ought to feem wife whether he really 
be fo or not. 

During your fiay at Hanover^ I would have you' 
make two or three excurfions to parts of that EleAo- 
rate : the Hartz, where the lilver mines are ; Got- 
tingen, for the univerfity; Stade, for what com- 
merce there is- You Ihould alfo go to Zell. In 
fhort, fee every thing that is to be feen there, and 
inform yourfelf well of all the details of that country. 
Go to Hamburgh for three or four days, know the 
conftitution of that little Hanfeatic republic, and 
inform yourfelf well of the nature of the King of 
Denmark's pretenfions tp it. 

If all things turn out right for you at Hanover, I 
would have you make it your head-quarters, till 
abcDt a week or ten days before the King leaves it ; 
and then go to Brunfwick, which, though a little, is 
a very polite pretty Court. Y.ou may ftay there a 
fortnight or three weeks, as you like it ; and from 
thence go to Caffel, and there ftay till you go to 
Berlin ; where I would ha.ve you be by Chriftmas. 
At Hanover you will very ealily get good letters of 
recommendation to Brunfwick and to Caffel. You 
do not want any to Berlin ; however, I will fend you 
one for Voltaire. A propos of Berlin ; be very re- 
ferved and cautious, while at Hanover, as to tliat 
King and that countr}^ ; both which are detefted, 
becaufe feared by every body there, from his Ma- 

• jefty 
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jefty down to the meaneft peafant : but, however, 
,they both extremely deferve your utmoft attention ; 
and you will fee the arts and wifdom of government 
better in that country, now, than in any other in 
Europe. You may ftay three months at Berlin, if 
you like it, as I believe you will ; and after that I 
hope we Ihall meet here again. 

Of all the places in the world (I repeat it once 
more) eftabliih a good reputation at Hanover, ei 
faites vous valoir la^ autant quUl ejl fojftble^ far le 
hrillant, les manieres, ei les graces. Indeed, it is of 
the greatefi importance to you, and will make any 
future application to the King in your behalf very 
eafy. He is more taken by thofe little things, than 
any man, or even woman, that Tever knew in my 
life : and I do not wonder at him. In ihort, exert 
to the utmoft all your means and powers to pleafe ; 
and remember, that he who pleafes the moft will 
rife the fooneft and the higheft. Try but once the 
pleafurc and advantage of pleafing ; and I will anfwer, 
that you will never more negleA the means. 

I fend you herewith two letters, the one to Mon- 
lieurMunchaufen, the other to Monlieur Schwiegeldt, 
an dd friend of mine, and a very fenfible knowing 
man. They will both, I am fure, be extremely 
civil to you, and carry you into the beft company; 
apd then it is your bufinefs to pleafe that company, 
I never was more anxious about any period of your 
life than I am about this your Hanover expedition, 
it being of fo much more confequence to you than 

Z 3 any 
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tay other. If I hear from thence, that you ane 
liked and loved there, for your air, your manners^ 
aod addrefsy as well as efteemed for your know- 
ledge> I (hall be the happiefb man in the w<M*ld ! 
Judge then what I muft be, if it haj^ns otberwife. 
Adieu! 



ee 
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London, July the zi&, O. S. iys%. 

My dear Friend, 

JdY my calculation, this letter may probably arrive 
at Jlanover three or four days before you ; and, as I 
am fure of its arriving there iafc, it ihall contain the 
moil material points that I have mentioned in my 
leveral letters to you fince you left Paris, as if you 
had received but few of them, which may very pro- 
bably be the cafe. 

As far your ftay at Hanover, it muft pot in all 
events be lefs than a mopth ; but, if things turn out 
to your Jdtisfadkn^ it may he ji^ft ^s long as yoij 
pleafe. From thence you may gp wherever yoi| 
Jik^ ; for I have io good an opinion of your judgr 
mept^ that I think yofi will conibine ^x^ weigh al| 
pircum^ances, and chufe the propiereft plape$^ 
^puld ypu faunter at fome of the fmall courts, a^ 

Prunfwick, 
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Biiinfwick, Caffcl, &fr. tillthe Carnival at Berlin ? 
You arc mafter. Would you pafs a couple of 
months at Ratifbon, which might not be ill-6rtii 
ployed ? A la bonne beure. Would you go t^ 
Bruffels, ftay a month or two there with DayroUe^, 
and from thence to Mr. Yorke, at the Hague ? 
With all my heart. Or, laftly, would you go fo 
Copenhagen and Stockholm ? ElU e ancbe Padrone : 
chufe inti^cly for yourfelf, without any farther in- 
ftruiStions from me ; only let me know your deter* 
mination in time, that I may fettle your credit, in 
cafe you go to places where at prefcnt you haVe 
none. Your objcft fliould bb fo fee the morei muho- 
rum hominum et urbes \ begin anc} end it wh^re yo4 
pkafe. 

By what you have already fcen of the German 
Courts, I am fure you touft liavc obfervcd that x\mj 
are much more nice and fcrupulons, in points of 
ceremony, refpedV, and attention, than the greatM* 
Courts of France and England. You wiil therefore, 
I am perfuadedy attend to the minitteft circumffaffcas 
of addrefs and behaviour, particularly during yow 
ftay at Hanover, which (I will repeat it, though I 
have faid it often td you already) is the moft \m^ 
portant preliminary period of your whole life. No^ 
body in the world is more exa(9: in all points of 
goodrbreeding, than the King ; and it is the part of 
every man's character that he informs himfelf of firft. 
The leaft negligence, or the flighteft inattention, 
reported to him, may do you infinite prejudice ; as 
their contraries would fervice. 

Z4 If 
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If Lord Albemarle (as I believe he did) trafted 
you with the fecret affairs of his department, let 
the Duke of Newcaftle know that he did fo ; which 
will be an inducement to him to truft you too, and 
poflibly to employ you in affairs of confequence. 
Tell him, that, though you are young, you know 
the importance of fecrecy in bulinefs, and can keep 
a fecret ; that I have always inculcated this docftrinc 
into you, and have moreover ftridtly forbidden you 
ever to communicate, even to me, any matters of a 
fecret nature, which you may happen to be trufted 
with in the courfe of bulinefs. 

As for bufinefs, I think I can truft you to your- 
felf '; but I wifh I could fay as much for you with 
regard to thofe exterior accomplifhments, which 
are abfolutely necefrary to fmooth and fhorten the 
way to it. Half the bufinefs is done, when one has 
gsuned the heart and the affeftions of thofe with 
whom one is to tranfaft it. Air and addrefs muft 
begin, manners and attention muft finifh that work. 
I will let you into one fecret concerning myfelf; 
which is, that I owe much more of the fuccefs which 
I have had in the world, to my manners, than to 
any fuperior degree of merit or knowledge. I 
defired to pleafe, and I neglected none of the 
me^s. This, I can affure you, without any falfe 
modefty, is the truth. You have nlore knowledge 
than I had at your age ; but then I had much 
more attention and good-breeding than you. Call 
it vanity, if you pleafe, and poflibly it was fo ; 
but my great objeft. was to make every man I 

met 
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met with like me, and every woman love me. I 
often fucceeded ; but -why ? By taking great pains ; 
for otherwife I never Ihould ; my figure by no 
means entitled me to it, and I had certainly an up- 
hill game : whereas your countenance would help 
you, if you made the moft of it, and profcribed 
for ever the guilty, gloomy, and funereal part of it. 
Drefs, addrefs, and air, would become your beft 
countenance, and make your little figure pafs very 
well. . ' . 

If you have time to read, at Hanover, pray let 
the books you read be all relative to the hiftory and 
conftitution of that country ; which I would have 
you know as corre<5tly as any Hanoverian in the 
whole Ele6lorate. Inform yourfelf of the powers 
of the States, and of the nature and extent of the 
feveral Judicatures ; the particular articles of trade 
and commerce of Bremen, Harburg, and Stade ; 
the details and value of the mines of the Hartz. 
Twp or three Ihort books will give you the outlines 
of all thefe things ; and converfation turned upon 
thofe fubjeAs will do the reft, and better than 
books can. 

Remember of all things to fpeak nothing but 
German there ; make it (to exprefs myfelf pedanti- 
cally) your vernacular language ; fcem to prefer it 
to any other;' call it your favourite language, and 
ftudy to fpeak it with purity and elegancy, if it has 
any. This will not only nuke you^ perfedl in it, 
but will pleafe, and make your court there better 
than any thing. J fropos of languages ; Did you 

improve 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54^ LO&D CHBSTBUFIBLD's LETTBR8 

improve your Italian ^while you were at Paris^ or 
did you forget it ? Had yon a mafter there; and 
what Italian books did you read with him ? If yoa 
are mafter of Italian, I would have you afterwards^ 
by the firft convenient opportunity^ learn Spaniih, 
which you may" very eafily and in a very litdc 
time do ; you will then, ih the courfe of your 
foreign bufinefs, never be obliged to employ, 
pay, or trull any traniktor, for any European 
language. 

. As I love to provide eventually for every thing 
that can poffibly happen, I will fuppofe the worft 
that can befall you at Hanover« In that cafe, I 
would have you go immediately to the Duke of 
Newcaftle, and beg his Grace's advice, or rather 
orders, what you Ihould do; adding^, that his 
advice will alwaysvbe orders to you. You will tell 
him, that, though you are exceedingly mortified, 
yoti are much lefs.fo, than you Ihould othcrwife be, 
from the confideration, that, being titterly unkqpwn 
to his M — , his obgeAion could not be perfonal to 
you, and coidd only arife from circumAances, which 
it was not in your power either to prevent or 
remedy : that, if his Grace thought that your con- 
tinuing any longer there would be difagreeabk, you 
intreated him to tell you fo ; and that, upon the 
whole, you referred yourfclf intirely to him, whofe 
orders you Ihould moft fcrupuloufly obey. But this 
precaution, I dare fay, is ex abundahtiy and will 
prove uraieceffary ; however, it is always right to 
be prepared for all events, the worft as well as the 

beft: 
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foeft : It prevents hurry and furprife, tviro dangerous 
fituations in buiinefs; £ot I know no one thing fb 
iifeful, fo necefTary in all bufincfs^ as great cool- 
nefs, fteadinefs, and fang froid\ they giro to 
incredible advantage over whomever one has to do 
with. 

I have received your letter of the 15th, N. S. 
frona Ma'ience, where I find thst you have divetted 
yourfelfnoLuch better than I expe&ed. I am very 
well acquainted with Comte CobentzeFs chaiatSler 
both of parts and buiinefs. He could have giveh 
you letters to Bonn, having formerly refided there 
himfelf. You will not be fo agreeably eleSlr^itdj ' 
where this letter will find you, as you were both at 
Manheim and Maience ; but I hope you may meet 
with a fecond German Mrs. F— — *d, who may* 
make you forget the two former ones, and praftife 
your German. Such tranfient pailions will dp you 
no harm ; but, on the contrary, a great deal of gopd: 
they will refine your manners and quicken your at- 
tention ; they give a young fellow Ju brillanty and 
bring him into faihion ; which laft is a great article 
in fetting out in the world. 

I have wrote, above a month ago, to Lord Albe- 
marle, to thank him for all his kindneffes to you ; 
but pray have you done as much ? Thofe are the 
necefTary attentions, which Ihould never be omitted, 
efpecially in the beginning of life, when a character 
is to be cftablifhed. 

That ready wit which you fo partially allow me, 
afid fo juftly Sir Charles Williams^ may create many 

admirers ; 
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admirers ; but» take my word for it, it makes few 
friends* It Hiines and dazzles like the noon-day 
fun^ but, like that too, is very apt to fcorch ; and 
therefore is always feared. The milder morning and 
evening light and heat of that planet footh and 
calm our minds. Good-fenfe, complaifance, gcn- 
•denefs of manners, attentions^ and graces, are the 
only things that truly engage, and durably keep the 
heart at long. run. Never feek for wit; if it pre- 
fents itfelf, well and good : but, even in that cafe, 
let your judgment interpofe ; and take care that it 
be not at the expence of any body. Pope fays very 
truly. 

There arc whom Heaven has blcft with ftore of wit. 
Yet want as much again to govern it. 

And in another place, I doubt with too much truth, 

For wit and judgment ever are at flrife. 

Though meant each other's aid, like man and wife. 

The Germans are very feldom troubled with any 
extraordinary ebullitions or efFervefcences of wit, and 
It is hot prudent to try it upon them ; whoever does, 
qffendet folido. 

Remember to write me very minute accounts of 
all your tranfaftions at Hanover, for they excite 
both my impatience and anxiety. Adieu ! 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXXXVI. 

London, Auguft the 4th, O. S. 175*. 

My bear Fribnd, 

I AM extremely concerned, at the return of your 
old afthmatic complaint, of which your letter from 
Caffcl, of the aSth July, N. S. informs me. I be- 
lieve it is chiefly owing to your own negligence ; for, 
notwithftanding the feafon of the year, and the heat 
and agitation of travelling, I dare Iwear you have not 
taken one fingle dofe of gentle, cooling phylic, fincc 
that which I made you take at Bath. I hope you 
are now better, and in better hands, I mean in Dr. 
Hugo's, at Hanover ; he is certainly a very Ikilfol 
phyfician, and therefore I defire that you will inform 
him moft minutely of your own cafe, from your 
firfl: attack in Carniola to this laft at Marpurgh ; and 
not only follow his prefcriptions exadlly at prefent, 
but take his directions, with regard to the regimen 
that he would have you obfervc to prevent the re- 
turns of this complaint ; and, in cafe of any returns, 
die immediate applications, whether external or in- 
ternal, that he would have you make ufe of. Con- 
fider, it is very well worth your while to fubmit at 
prefent to any courfe of medicine or diet, to any re- 
ftraint or confinement, for a time, in order to get 
rid, once for all, of fo troublefome and painful a 
diftemper : the returns of which would equally break- 
in 
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in upon your bufinefs or your pleafures. Notwith- 
ftanding all this, which is plain fenfe and rcafon, I 
much fear that, as foon as ever you are got out of 
your prefent diftrefs, you will take no preventive 
care, by a proper courfe of medicines and regimen ; 
but, like moft people of your age, think it impoffible 
that you ever fliould be ill again. However, if you 
will not be wife for your own fake, I defire you will 
be fo for mine, and moft fcrupuloufly ohferve Dr. 
Htigo's prefent and future directions. 

Hanover, where I take it for granted you are, is at 
prefent the feat and centre of foreign negotiations ; 
there arc minifters from almoft every court in Eu- 
rope ;. and you have a fine opportunity of difplaying 
with modefty, in converfation, your knowledge of 
the matters now in agitation. The chief I take to be 
the Eleftion of the King of the Romans, which, 
though I defpair of, I heartily wilh were brought 
about, for two reafons. The firft is, that I think 
it may prevent a war upon the death of the prefent 
Emperor, who, though young and healthy, may 
poflibly die, as young and healthy people often do. 
The other is, the very reafon that makes fome Powers 
gppofe it, and others diflike it who do not openly 
Qppofe it; I meauj^ that it may tend to make the 
Imperial dignity hereditary in the Houfe of Auftria ; 
which. I heartily wifh, together with a very great in- 
^reafe of power in the Empire ; till when, Germany 
will never be any thing, near a match for France. 
Cardinal Richdieu fhowed his fuperior abilities in 
nothing more, than in thinking no pains nor el^pence 

too 
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tpo grea( to break the power of the HouTe of Auftria 
in the Ernpire. Ferdinand ha4 ^er^ainly macle him-« 
felf abfolute, ^d the Empire cpnfeqifently fprmi-* 
^able to France, if that Cardinal h^d nqt pioyily 
adopted t)ie Proteftant caufe^ ^d put the Empirei 
by th^ trpaty of Weflphalia, in pretty much the 
fame disjqinted i)tuation ii^ which France itfelf wa& 
before Lewisi the Xlth ; when Princes of the blood| 
^t the head of provinces, ^d Pukes of Britt^y, fcf^, 
always oppofed, and oftei) gfive laws to the Crpwn, 
Nothing but nutting the pmpire hereditary in the 
Hopfe of Auft/^a c^n give it that ftrength and ef- 
$^i^ncy whict^ I wiih it had) for the fake of the 
balance of power. For, while the Princes of the 
j^mpire are fq independent of the Emperor, fo di* 
vided among theml^lves, and fp open to the cor- 
tuptioR of the beft bidders, it is ridiculous to exped): 
that Germany ever will> or can a^ as a compadt 
and well-uniced body againft France, But as this 
notion of mine would a^ little pleafe feme of our 
friends^ as many of our enemi^ I would not advife 
you, though you fhould be of the fame opinion, to 
declare yourfelf too freely fo. Could theEledlor 
palatine be fatisfied, which I confela will be diffi- 
cult, cooiideriiig the nature of his pretenlions, the 
tenacioufnefe and haughtinefs of the Court of Viennaji 
and our inability to dp, as we have too often done^ 
their work for them ; I fay, if the Eledlor Palatini 
could be eng^ed to giv« his vote, I ihould think it 
would be right to proceed to the Eledlion with a 
dear m^ority of j&^ vc^tes ; and leave the King of 

Pruffia, 
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Pruffia, and the Eleftor of Cologne, to proteft and 
remonftrate as much as ever they pleafe. The for- 
mer is too wife, and the latter too weak in every 
refpctft, to aft in confequence of thofe protefts. 
The diftra&ed fituation of France, with its ecclc- 
fiaftical and parliamentary quarrels, not to mention 
the illnefs, and poffibly the death, of the Dauphin, 
will make the King of Pruffia, who is certainly no 
Frenchman in his heart, very cautious how he afts 
as one. The Eleftor of Saxony will be influenced 
by the King of Poland, who muft be determined by 
Ruffia, concerning his views upon Poland, which, 
by the bye, I hope he will never obtain : I mean, bs 
to making that crown hereditary in his fartiily. As 
for his fon's having it by the precarious tenure of 
election, by which his father now holds it, a la bonne 
beure. But, fhduld Poland have a good govern- 
ment under hereditary Kings, there would be a new 
devil raifed in Europe, that I do not know who 
could lay. I am fure, I would not raife him, though 
on my own fide for the prefent. 

I do not know how I came to trouble my head fo 
much about politics to-day, which has been fo'very 
free from them for fome years : I fuppofe it was, 
becaufe I knew that I was writing to the moft con* 
fummate politician of this, and his age. If I err, you 
will fet me right ; Jt quid novijii redtus iftis, candidus 
impertiy &c. 

I am cxceffively impatient for your next 'letter, 
which I expeft by the firft poft from Hanover, to 
remove my anxiety, as I hope it will, not qnly with 

regard 
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fegard to your health, but likewife to other things ; 
in the iftean tlmd, in the language of a pedaiit, 
but with the tendemefe of a parent, juieo te bene 
valere* 

Lady Chefterfield rnakes yoti miny compliments, 
tad 1% much concerned at your indifpoiition* 



»B 



LETTER CCLXXXVIL 

A Monfieur de Voltaire, pour lors i Berlin. 

A Londres, 27 d'Aout> V. S. 175a. 

Monsieur, 

Ie m*int6reflc infinimclit k tout ce qui touche 
Monfieur Stanhope,, qui aura Thonneur de vous 
tendre cette Icttrc ; c'eft pourquoi je jJIrens la liberty 
de vous le prefenter ; je ne peux pas lui en donner 
une preuve plus convamquante* II a beaucoup ICl, 
il a beaucoup vfl^ s'il Ta bien diger^ voilk ce que je 
he fqais pas ; - il n*a que vingt ans* 11 a d^j4 €t6 k 
Berlin il y a quelques ann6es, et c'eft pourquoi il y 
f etourne ^ prefent ; car ^ cette heure on revient au 
^Jord par l?s m6mes raifons, pour lefqucUes on alloit 
il n^y a pias longtems au Sud. 

Permettez, Monfieur, que je vous rcmercie du 
plaifir et de riiiftru^lion que m'a donn^ v6ti:e Hif- 
toire du Si^cle de Louis XIV. Je ne Tai lu en- 

VoL;]Jf. , . A a core 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



354 LORD chesterfield's letters 

core que quatre fois,. c'eft que je voudrois ToublieF 
wn piu a\'ant k cinqui^me, ^ mais je vois que cck 
m eft impoffible ; j'attendrai done raugmenution 
que vous nous en avez promis, mais je vous fup- 
pile de ne me la pas faire attendre longtems. Je 
croiois, .l^avoir paffablcmenf FHiftoire dn Siecle de- 
Lou'is XIV. moiennant les milliers d'Hiftoires, de 
Memoires, d'Anecdotes, &c. que j'enavois Id; mais 
vous m avez bien montre que je m'etois trompe,, ct 
que je n'en avois qu une idee tr^sconfufe a bien des 
^gards, et tr^s faufle k bieR d'autres^ Que je vous 
f^als gre fur tout, Monfieur, du jom" dans lequel 
vous avez mis les folies et les fureurs des feftes* 
Vous emploYez contre ces fous ou ces impofteurs les 
armes convenables ; d'en emploicr d autres ce feroit 
les imiter : c'eft par le ridicule qu il faut les attaqucr, 
c'eft par le meprls qu'il faut les punir. A ppopos dc 
ces fous, je vous envoYe cijointe une piece fur leur 
fujet par le feu Docflcur Swift, laquelle je crois ne 
vous deplaira pas*. EBe na jamais €teimprimfe, 

vou* 
* The Day of Judgment r 
Written by Dean Swift j and referred to in the above paflagOi 
WITH a whirl of thought oppncfaJd, 

I funk from reverie to roll. 

An horrid vifion feiz'd my head ; 

I faw the graves give up their dead ? 

Jove, arni'd with tciFors, burft the ikies* 

And thunder roars, and lightning fiies 1 

Ama2\U coufus'd, its fate unknown. 

The world frauds trembling at hih tlirone t 
■ "W bile each.jxilc fiivner hung .his head, 

J ov<^, nodding, iboQk the heavens, and faid> 

''Offending* 
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vous en d^vinerez bien la raifon, mals elle eft 
authentique. J*en ai Toriginal 6crit dc fa proprc 
main. Son Jupiter^ au jour du jugement, les traite 
k peu pr^s comme vous les traitez^ et comme ils le 
m^ritent 

Au refte, Monlieur, je vous dirai franchement, 
que je fuis cmbarafle fur votre fujet, et que je ne 
peux pas me decider fur ce que je fouhaiterois de 
v6tre part. Quand je lis v6tre derniere hiftoire, je; 
.voudrois que vous fuffiez toujours hiftorien ; mais 
quand je lis v6tre Rome Sauvee (toute mal imprim^e 
ct deiigurde qu*elle eft) je vous voudrois toujours 
Pocte. JTavoue pourtant qu'il vous refte encore unc 
hiftoire k 6crire digne de votre plume, et dont 
v6tre plume eft feule digne. Vous nous avez donn6 
il y a longtems Thiftoire du plus grand Furicux (je 
vous demande pardon ft je ne peus pas dire du plus 
grand H6ros) de TEurope. Vous nous avez donnd 
en dernier lieu, Thiftoire du plus grand Roi; 

" Offending race, of human kind : 
*' By nature, reafon, iearmng, blind ; 
" You who through frailty ftep^d afide, 
" And you who never fell,— rfrw^^ pri,Je 5 
'^ You who in different feds were ihamm'd, 
" And come to fee each other daran*d ; 
" (So fomc folks told you, but they knew 
*' No more of Jove*s defigns than you) ■ 
*' The world's mad bufinefs now is o'er, 
'f And I jefent thefe pranks no more. 
" — I to fuch blockhes^ds fet ray wit ! 
'' I damn fuch fools !-r — Go, go, you rc^iV/' 

A a 2 donnez 
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dbnnez nous^ k prefent, rbifioite du plus grand et 

du plus honnSte Homme de VEurope^ que je croi<- 

rois ddgrader en appellant Roii Vons Fave^ tou* 

jours dievant tos ycux, rien ne yous feroit plus 

facile ; fa gloire nexigeant pas votre invention 

poctique^ mais pouvant fe lepofer en toute furet6 fur 

rdtre verity hiftorique. H n'a rien k demander k fois 

hiftorien^ que ion premier dew)ir comme hiilorien^ 

qui eft, Ne quid fafji dicer e audeafj ne qui J veri non 

audeat. Adieu, IS/Ion-iienr, je vois bien que je dois» 

Vous admirer de plus en plus tous les jours^ mai» 

auin je fqais bien que rien ne pourra jamais ^jouter k 

Teftime ^t k Tattachement avec Icfquels jefiiis«a£tu* 

cllcment, ' 

Votre tr^s- humble, et 

trfes oWiflant ferviteur, 

€hb»tsa^fxjbxih. 



fTRAlf SLAT-IOir. 

London, Auguft tlie aytR, O. S. 1752. 

Sir, 

^Samoft convincing proof how infinitely I an* 
interefted in every things which concerns Mr. Stan- 
hope, who will have the honpur of prefenting you 
this letter, I take the Ubcriy of introducing him ta 
you. He has read a great deal, he has- feen a great 
'ileal ; whether or not he has made a proper ufe of 

thsl 
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iiizl knowledgCi is what I do iiot know : he is only 
twenty years of age. He was at Berlin ibine years 
ago, Smd therefore he. returns thither; for at pre-* 
fent people .are attracted towards the North, by 
the (ame motives which but lately drew thetn to the 
South. 

Pfermit m^, Sir y to return you thanks for the 
pleafure and inftrudtion I have received from your 
hiftofy of 'l>ewi» XIV. I have as yet read it but 
four times, becaufe I wi(h to forget it a little b^fbre 
I read k a fifth ; but I find that impoifible 2 I fhaljl 
therefore only lyait till you give us the augmentation 
whieh you promifed : let me intreat you not tp 
defer rt long; I thought myfelf pretty converfaot 
in the Hiftory of the reign of Lewis the XIV. by 
means of thole innumerable hifiories, memoirs, 
anecdotes, (^c. which I had read relative to that 
period of time. You have convinced me that I was 
miftaken, amd had upon that fubjecSl yery.confufed 
ideas ift niany re(pe6ts, and ^very falfe ones in 
others. Above all, I cannot but acknowledge the 
obligation we have to you, Sir, for the light 
which you have thrown upon the follies and outrages 
of the different fedls : 'the weapons you employ 
againfl thofe madpen, or thofe impollors,. are the 
only fuitable ones ; to make ufe of any others would 
be imitating them ; they ijiuft be attacked by 
ridicule, and puniihed with contempt, ji profos 
o( thofe fanatics; I fend you here enclofed, a 
picQC upon that fubje<ft, written by the late Dean 

A a 3 Swift : 
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Swift: I believe you will not diflike it. You 
will eafily guefs why it was never printed: it is 
authentic, and I have the original in his own hand* 
writing. His Jupiter, at the day of Judgment, 
treats them much as you do, and as they dcferve to 
be treated. 

Give me leave, Sir, to tell you freely, that I am 
cmbarraffed upon your account, as I cannot deter- 
mine what It is that I wifli from you. When I read 
your laft hiftory, I am 'defirous that you ihould 
always write hiftory ; but when I read your Rome 
Suavee (although ill-printed and disfigured), yet I 
then wilh you never to deviate from poetry ; how- 
ever, I confefs that there ftill remains one hiftory 
worthy of your pen, and of which your pen alone is 
worthy. You have long ago given us the hiftory 
of the greateft and moft outrageous Madman (I afk 
your pardon if I cannot fay the greateft Hero) of 
Europe : you have given us latterly the hiftory of 
the greateft King ; give us now the hiftory of the 
greateft and moft virtuous Man in Eurc^e; I 
fhould think it degrading to call him King. To 
you this cannot be difficult, he is always before 
your eyes ; your poetical invention is not neceflkry 
to his glorj', as that may fafely rely upon your hif-^ 
torical candour. The firft duty of an hiftorian is the 
only one he need require from his, Ne quid falfi 
dicere audeat^ ne quid vert non audeat. Adieu, Sir ! 
I find that I muft admire you every day more and 
more ; but I alfo know that nothing ever can add 

to 
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to the efteerh and attachment with which I am 
a^ually, . \. 

Your moft humble, and 
moft obedient fervant, 

ChestbrpieIiD. 



LETTER CCLXXXVIII. 

London^ September the I9th9 1752. 

My dear Friej^d, 

OiNCE you have been at Havover, your corre- 
fpondence has been both unfrequent ^nd laconic* 
You made indeed one great effort in folio on the 
18th, with a poftfcript of the %id Auguft, N. S. 
and fince that, vous avez raUi en quarto. On the 
31ft Auguft, N. S, you give me no informations of 
what I want chiefly to know ; which is, what Dr, 
Hugo (whom I charged you to confult) faid of your 
afthmatic complaint, and what he prefcribed you to 
prevent the returns of it ; and alfo what is the com- 
pany that you keep there ; who has been kind and 
civil to you, and who not 

You fay that you go conftantly to the parade ; and 
you do very well ; for though you are not of that 
trade, yet military matters make fo great a part both 
of converfation and negotiation, that it is very proper 

A a 4 not 
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not to be ignorant of them, I hope you mind move 
than the mere exercife of the troops you fee ; and 
that you inform youffclf at the {>me time of the 
more nuterial details ; fuch as their pay, and the 
diJSerence of it when in and out of quarters, what is 
furniflied them by the country when in quarters, 
$ind what is allowed them of ammupidoii, bread, (sfr, 
when in the field ; th^ number of men and officers 
in the feverjd troops and companies, together with 
the fton-comniiffioned officers, as caporals^frey^capo^ 
rals^ anfpejfades^ ftrjeants, quarter-mafters, (^c.i 
the clothing, how frequent, how good, and how 
furniflied ; whether by the Colonel, as here in Eng-; 
Jand, from what we ?all the ^ff-^reckonings^ that is, 
deduftions from the men s pay, or by Commiffaries 
appointed by the Government for that purpofe, as 
in France arid Holland, By thefe inquiries yqu will 
be able to talk military with military men, who, in 
every poultry in Europe, except England, make at 
|eaft half of all the beft" companies. Your attending^ 
the parades has alfo another good effedl, which is, 
that it brings you of courfe acquainted with the 
officers, who, when of ^ certain rank and fervice, 
are generally very polite, well-bred people, et du bm 
ion. They have commonly feen a great deal of the 
World, and of Courts ; and nothing elfe can form a 
gentleman, let people fay what they will of fepfe and 
learning : with both which a man may contrive to 
be a very difagreeable companion. I dare fay, there 
are very few Captains of foot who are not much better 
company tJwp cv?r Defcartes or Sir Ifaac Newtoi^ 

w^re, 
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were. I honour and refpeA fuch fupenor geniufes; 
but I defirc to converfe with people of this world, 
who bring into company their ihare, at leaft, of 
cheerfulnefs^ good-breeding, and knowledge of man* 
Jcind, In common, life, one much oftener wants 
fmall money, and filvcr,, than gold. Give me a 
man who has ready cafli about him for prefent ex* 
pences; fix-pences, ihillings, half-crowns, and 
crowns, which circulate ealily : but a man who has 
only an ingot of gold about him, is much above 
common purpofes, and his riches are not handy nor 
convenient. Have as much gold as you pleafe in 
one pocket, but take care always to keep change in 
the other ; for you will much oftener have occafion 
for a (hilling than for a guinea. In this the French 
muft be allowed to excel all people in the world t 
they have un certain entregenty tin enjouenienf^ urn 
aimable legireii dans la 'corwerfaiton^ une politefe aifee 
et natwrelle^ qui faroii ne leur rien couter, which give 
Society all its charms. I am forry to add, but it is 
too true, that the Engl ifh and the Dutch are the 
fartheft from this, of all the people in the world ; I 
do by no means except even tlie Swifs. 

Though you did not think proper to inform me, 
J know from other hands, that you were to go to the 
Gohr with a Comte de Schullemburgh for eight or 
ten days, only to fee the reviews. I know alfo, that 
you had a blifter upon your arm, which did you a 
jgreat deal of good : I know too, you have contradled 
fi great friendlhip witi) Lord ElTex ; and that you 

two 
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two were mfeparable at Hanover. All thcfe things 
I would rather have known from you than from 
others ; and they are the fort of things that I am the 
moft delirous of knowing, as they are more immedi- 
ately relative to yourfelf. 

I am very forry for 'the Dutchcfs of Newcaftle*s 
illnefs, full as much upon your as upon her account, 
as it has hindered you from being fo much known 
to the Duke as I could have wilhed ; ufe and habit 
going a great way with him, as indeed they do with 
moft people. I have known many people patronized, 
puflied up, and preferred, by thofe who could have 
given no other reafon for it, than that they were 
ufed to them. We muft never feek for motives by 
deep reafon ing, but we muft find them out by care- 
ful obfcrvation and attention : no matter what they 
fhould be ; but the point is, what they are. Trace 
them up, ftep by ftep, from the charader of the 
perfon. I have known de par le monde^ as Brantome 
fays, great efFeAs from caufcs too little ever to have 
been fufpefted. Some things muft be known, and 
can never be guefled. 

God knows where this letter will find you, or 
follow you ; not at Hanover \ fuppofe ; but where- 
ever it does, qiay it find you in health and pleafure ! 
Adieu. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXXXK. 

London, September the 2td, 175 a. * 

My bbab. Friekb, 

JL he day after the date of my laft, I received 
your letter of the 8th. I approve extremely of youf 
intended progrcfs, and am very glad that you go to 
the Gohr with Comte SchuUemburgh. I would have 
you fee every thing with your own eyes, and hear 
every thing with your own ears : for I know, by 
very long experience, that it is very unfafe to truft 
to other people's. Vanity and intereft caufe many 
mifreprefentations ; and folly caufes many more. 
Few people have parts enough to relate exaftly and 
judicioufly : and thofe who have, for fome reafon 
or other, never fail to link or to add fome circum* 
ftanccs. 

The reception which you have met with at Hano- 
ver, I look upon as an omen of your being well re- 
ceived every where elfe ; for, to tell you the truth, 
it was the place that I diftrufted the moft in that 
particular. But there is a certain conduA, there are 
certaines manieresj that will, and muft get the better 
of all difficulties of that kind ; it is to acquire them, 
that you ftill continue abroad, and go from Court to 
Court ; they are perfonal, local, and temporal ; they 
are modes which vary, and owe their exigence to 
accidents, whim, and humour ; all the fenfe and 

reafoa 
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reafon in the world would never point them out j 
nothing but experience, obfcrvation, and what is 
called knowledge of the world, can poffibly teach 
them. For example, it is refpeftful to bow to the 
King of England, it is difrefpeftful. to bow to the 
King of France ; it is the rule to courtefy to the 
Emperor ; and the proftration of the whole body is 
required by Eaftei-n Monarchs. Thefe are eftablifhed 
ceremonies, and mufk be complied with ; but why 
they were eftablifhed I defy feiife and reafon to tell 
us. It is the fame among all ranks, where certain 
cufloms are received, and muft neceffarily be com- 
plied with, though by no means the refult of fenfe 
and reafon. As for inftance, the very abfurd, though 
almoft univerfal cuftom, of drinking people's healths. 
Can there be any thing in the world lefs relative ^ to 
any other man's health, than my drinking a glafs of 
wine ? Common fenfe, certainly, never pointed it 
out : but yet common fenfe tells me I muft conform 
to it. Good fenfe bids one be civil, and endeavour 
topleafe ; though nothing but experience and ob- 
fervation can teach one the means, properly adapted 
to time, place, andperfons. This knowledge is the 
true obje<Sl of a gentleman's travelling, if he travels 
as he ought to do. By frequenting good company 
in every country, he himfelf becomes of every coun- 
try ; he is no longer an Englilhman, a Frenchmaiv, 
or an Italian ; but he is an European ; he adopts, n^- 
fpeftively, the beft manners of every country ; and 
is a Frenchman at Paris, an Italian at Rome, an 
Engliflirow at Londgn, 

This 
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. This- advantage, I muft confeft, very feldotn ac- 
crues to my countrymen from their travelling ; as 
they hswre neither the defire ndr the means of getting 
into good company abroad : for, in the firft place, 
they are confoundedly bi^ful ; and, in the next 
place, they cither fpeak no foreign language ttt all, 
or, if they do, it is barbaroufly. You poflefs all the 
advantages that they want ; you know the languages 
in perfect ion, and have conftantly kept the beft com- 
pany in the places where you have been*; fo that you 
ought to be an European. Your canvas is folid and 
ftrong, youp outlines are good ; but remember, that 
you IHU want the beautiful colouring of Titian, and 
the delicate graceful touches of Guidb. Now is 
your time to get them. There is in all good com- 
pany a^fafhionable air,, countenance, manner, and 
phrafeplogy, which can only be acquired by being 
in good company, and very attentiveto all that pafles 
there. When yon dine or fup at any well-bred man's 
houfe> obferve carefully how he does the honours of 
his table to the different guefts. Attend to the com- 
pliments of congratulation or condolence, that you 
hear a^ well-bred man make to his fuperiors, to his 
equals, and to his inferiors ; watch even his counte- 
nance and his tone of voice, for they all confpire in 
the main point of plcafing. There is a certain dif- 
tinguiihtng di^ion of a man of fafhion : he will not 
content himfelf with faying, like John Trott, to a 
new-married man, Sir, I wifli youmuchjoy ; or to 
a n\an who has loi^his fon, Sir, I am forry for your 
lofs ; and both with a countenance equally unmoved : 

but 
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but he will fay in cfFeA the fame thing, in a thdre 
elegant and lefs trivial manner, and with a counte- 
nance adapted to the occaiion. He will advance with 
warmth, vivacity, and a cheerful countenance, to 
the new-married man, and embracing him, perhaps 
fay to him, *'If you do juftice to my attach- 
*^ ment to you, you will judge of the joy that I 
^^ feel upon this occaiion, better than I can cxprefit 
** it, &?^." To the other in affliAion, he will ad- 
vance flowly, with a grave compofure of counte- 
nance, in a mere deliberate manner^ and, with a 
lower voice, perhaps fay, **Ihope you dome the 
** juftice to be convinced, that I feel whatever you 
*' feel, and fhall cA^er be afFefted where you arc 
*^ concerned." 

Your aborjf I muft tell you, was t6o cold and 
uniform ; I hope it is now mended. It fhould be 
refpedlfully open and cheerful with your fuperiors^ 
warm and animated with your equals, hearty and 
free with your inferiors. There is a fafhionable kind 
of/mail talk^ that you lliould get ; which, trifling 
as it is, is of ufe in mixed companies, and at table, 
efpccially in your foreign department ; where it keeps 
off certain ferious fubjecSls, that might create dif- 
putcs, or at leaft coldnefs for a time* Upon fuck 
occalions it is not amifs to know hew to parkr cuifine, 
and to be able to diflert upon the growth and flavour 
of wines. Thefe, it is true, are very little things ; 
but they are little things that occur very often, and 
therefore Ihould be faid avec gentilUJfe et grace. I 
am fure they muft fall often in your way ; pray take 

care 
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catc to catch them. There is a certain language of 
converfation, a fafliionablc diftion, of which every 
gentleman ought to be perfeAly mailer, in whatever 
language he fpeaks. The French attend to it care-^ 
fully, and with great reafon ; and their language, 
which is a language of phrafes, helps them out ex- 
ceedingly. That delicacy of diAion is chara<5leriftical 
df a man of fafhion and good company. 

I could write folios upon this fubjedl, and not ex- 
hauft it ; but I think, and hope, that to you I need 
not. You have heard and feen enough to be con- 
vinced of the truth and importance of what I have 
been fo long inculcating into you upon thefe points. 
How happy am I, and how happy are you, my dear 
child, that thefe Titian tints, and Guido graces, are 
all that you want, to complete my hopes and your 
own character ! But then, on the other hand, what 
a drawback would it be to that happinefs, if you 
fhould never acquire them ! I remember, when I 
was of your age, though I had iiot near fo good an 
education as you have, or feen a quarter fo muc^i of 
the world, I obferved thofe mafterly touches, and 
irreliftible graces in others, and faw the neceffity of 
acquiring them rayfelf ; but then an awkward mau- 
vaife bonte^ of which I had brought a great deal with 
me from Cambridge, made me afhamcd to attempt 
it, efpecially if any of my countrymen and parti- 
cular acquaintance were by. This was extremely 
abfurd in me ; for without attempting I could never 
fucceed. But at laft, infenfibly, by frequenting a 

gieat 
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gredt deal of good company, and imitating thdfef 
whom I faT^ that every body liked, I formed myfclf 
tant bien que md. For God's fake^ let this laft fin* 
varnifh, fo fteceflary to give luftrc to the whole 
. piece, be the fole and finglc obje<ft now of your ut-» 
moft attention J Berlin may contribute a great deal td 
it if you pleafe 3 there are all the ingredients that 
compofe It. 

A propos of Beriin ; while you are therd, take cartf 
to feem ignorant of all political matters between ther 
two courts ; fuch as the affairs of Oft-Frife, and 
Saxe Lawemburg^ fefr. and enter into no converfa- 
tions upon thofe points s however, be as well at 
Court as you poffibly can ; live at it, and make onef 
of it. Should General Keith' offer you civilitiesy^ 
do not decline them ; but return them however with- 
out being enfant dela matfon cbez lui : fay des chafes 
ffatteufet of the Royal Family, and efpeeially of hi* 
Pruflian Majefty, to thofe who are the mofl like to 
lepeat them. In Ihort, make yourfelf well therey 
without making yourfelf ill femewhere elfe. Make 
compliments from me to Algarotti, and co^verf«»' 
with him in Italian, 

I go next week to the Bath^ for a deafnefs, whicfj 
r have been plagued with this four or five months 5 
and which I am afTurcd that pumping my head will 
remove. This deafnefs, I own^ has tried my pa- 
ticnce ; as it has cut mc off from fociety^ at an age 
when I had np-pleafures but thofe left. In the mcadr 
time, I have, by reading and writing, made m^^ 

eye^ 
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eyes fupply the defeft of my ears. Madame H ^ 
t fuppofe, entertained both yours alike ; however, I 
am very glad you were well with her ;• for flie is a 
good PrSneu/e, and puffs are very ufeful to a young 
fellow at his entrance into the world. 

Ifyoufhould meet with Lord Pembroke ag«n^ 
any where, make him many compliments from me; 
and tell him, I fhould have written to him, but that 
I knew how troublefome an old cotrefpondcnt muft 
be to a young one. He is much commended in the 
accounts fronfi Hanover. 

You will Hay at Berlin juft as long as yoti like it^ 
and no longer ; and from thence you are abfolutely 
mafter of your own motions, eitlier to the Hague, or 
to Bruffels ; but I think you had better go to the 
Hague firft, bccaufe that from thence Bruffels will 
be in your way to Calais, which is a much better 
paflage to England than from Helvoetfluys. The 
two Courts of the Hague and Bruffels are worth your 
feeing ; and you will fee them both to advantage, 
by means of Colonel Yorke and DayroUes. Adieu« 
Here is enough for this time. 



Vol. III. Bb LlETTER 
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LETTER CCXC. 

London, . September the 26th, O. S. 1752. 

Mt DEAR Friend, 

As you chiefly employ, or rather wholly engrofs 
my thoughts, I fee every day with increafing plea- 
fure the fair profpedl which you have before you. 
I had two views in your education : they draw 
aearer and nearer, and I have now very little reafon 
to diftruft your anfweritig them fully. Thofe two 
were. Parliamentary and foreign affairs. In confe- 
quence of thofe views, I took care, firft, to give 
you a fufficient ftock of found learning ; and, next, 
an early knowledge of the world. Without making 
a figure in Parliament, no man can make any in this 
country ; and eloquence' alone enables a man to 
.make a figure in Parliament, unlefs it be a very 
mean and contemptible one, which thofe make there 
who filently vote, and who do pedibus ire in fenUn* 
tiam. Foreign affairs, when IkilfuUy managed, and 
fupported by a parliamentary reputation, lead to 
whatever is moft confiderable in this country. You 
have the languages neceflary for that purpofe, with 
a fufficient fund of hiftorical and treaty knowledge ; 
that is to fay, you have the Matter ready, and only 
want the Manner. Your objedls being thus fixed, I 
recommend to you to have them conftantly in your 
thoughts, and to dire<ft your reading, your adlion^, 

and 
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and your words, to thofe views. ' Moft people think 
only (X re natd^ and few ex profejfo : I would have 
you do both, but begin with the latter. I explain 
niyfelf : Lay down certain principles, and reafon 
and adl confequentially from them. As for ex- 
ample; fay to yourfelf, I will make a figure in Par- 
liament, and, in order to do that, I muft not only 
fpeak, but fpeak very well. Speaking mere coni- 
mon fenfe will by no means do ; and I muft fpeak 
not only corre6lly, but elegantly ; and not only 
elegantly, but eloquently. In order to this, I will 
firft take pains to get an habitual, but unafFedled, 
purity, corredlnefs, and elegancy of ftjle in my 
common converfation ; I will feek for the beft 
words, and take care to rejedt improper, inex- 
preffive, and \ailgar ones. I will read the greateft 
mafters of oratory, both antient and modern, and 
I will read them fingly in that view. I will ftudy 
Demofthenes and Cicero, not to difcover an old 
Athenian or Roman cuftom, nor to puzzle myfelf 
with the value of talents, mines, drachms, and 
feftcrces, like the learned blockheads in us ; but to 
obfer\^e their choice of words, their harmony of 
diftion, their method, their diftribution, their 
exordia, to engage the favour and attention of their 
audience ; and their perorations, to enforce what ' 
they have faid, and to leave a ftrong impreffion 
upon the paffions. Nor will I be pedant enough to 
negleft the moderns ; for I will likewife ftudy Attei^ 
bury, Drydcn, Pope, and Bolingbroke : nay, I 
will read every thing that I do read, in that inten- 

B b a * tion. 
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tipn, and never ce^e improving and refiiniDg my 
ftyk upon the beft models, till at laft I become a 
model of eloquence myfelf, which, by care, it is in 
every man's power to be. If you fet out upon, this 
principle, and ke^p it conftantly in your mind, 
every company you go into, and every bopk you 
read, will contribute to yoyr iinprovement, either 
by fhewiog you what to imitate, or what to avoid, 
^re you to giv^ an account c^ any thing to a mixed 
company ? or are you to endeavoijtr to perfuade 
either man or woman ? This principle, ftxtd in 
your mind, will mal^e you care^lly attend to t]^ 
choice of your words, and to. the clearnefs and har* 
mony of your diAion. 

So much for your parliamentary obje<H: ; now to 
the foreign one. 

Lay down firft tliofe principles which are abfor 
lutely neceflary to form a ikilful and fucceisful Ne- 
gotiator, and form youjrfelf accordingly. What arc 
tiiey ? Firft, the clear biftorical knowledge of paft 
tranfadlions of that kind. That you have pnetty 
well already, and will have daily more and more j 
for, in confequence of that principle, you will rea4 
hiftory, memoirs, anecdotes, ijsfc. ifi that view 
<;hiefly. The other neceflary talents for negpti^tipn 
are ; the great art of pleafing, and engaging the af- 
fedlion and' confidence, not only of thofe wjth whom 
you are to co-operate, but even of thofe whom you 
are to oppofe ; to conceal your own thoughts and 
views, and to difcover other people's ; to engage 
other people's confidence, by a fceming cheerful 

franknef» 
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frahkneft and opfenneft, without going a ftep too 
for ; to get the perfonal favour of the Ring, Pririce, 
Minifters, or Miftrefs of the Court to whith ytou are 
fent ; to gain the ahfdute command over your tem- 
per and your coiintenarice, thqit no heat may prbvoke 
you to fay, nor no change of countenance to bttricfy 
what fhould be a fecret. To familiarize and dortl'^f- 
ticate yoUrfelf in the houfes of thie moft tonfidiftriblfc 
people of the J)la€e, fo as to be rfeceived there rathet 
as a friend to thie family, than as a foreigiifeh 
Having thefe principles conftantly in your thought's, 
every thing you do, and every thing you fay, will 
fome way ot othfer tend to your main view ; ahd 
common eon verfation will gradually fit you fdr if. 
You will gist an habit of checking any rifing heat ; 
you will be upon your guard againft ahy indifcreet 
expr^ffion ; you will by dfegrce3 get the command 
of your countenance, fb as hot tp change it upoh 
any the moft futideh actidfent ; and you will, abb^e 
all things, labour to acquire the great drt of plcafc 
ing, without which nothing is to be done. Com- 
pany is, in truth, a confVant ftate of negotiation ; 
and, if you attend to it in that viiew, will qualify 
you for any. By the fame means that you 
mtke a friend, guard againft an enemy, or gain a 
miftrefs ; you will make an advantageous treaty, 
bafHe thole who counteraft you, and gdin the 
Court you are fent to; Make this ufe of all the 
Company you keep, and your very pleafures will 
make you a fuccefsftil Negotiator. Plcafe all who 
are worth plcaling ; offend none. Keep your own 
• Bb 3 fecret. 
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fecret, and get out other people's. Keep your 
Qwn temper, and^ artfully jvarm other people's. 
Counterwork your rivals with diligence and dex- 
terity, but at the fame time with the utmoft per- 
fonal civility to them; and be firm without heat: 
Meffieurs d'A vaux and Servien did no more than 
this. I muft make one obfervation, in confirma- 
tion of this aflertion ; which is, that the moft 
eminent Negotiators have always been the politcft 
and beft-bred men in company; even what the 
women call the preitiejl men. For God's fake, never 
lofe view of thefc two your capital objedls ; bend 
every thing to them, try every thing by their rules, 
and calculate every thiog for their purpofes. What 
is peculiar to thefe two objects is, that they require 
nothing, but what one's own vanity, intereft, and 
pleafure, w'ould make one do independently of them.- 
If a man were never to be in bufinefs, aad always to. 
lead a private life, would he not defire to pleafe and 
to perfuade ? So thati in your two.deftinations, 
your fortune and figure luckilv confpire with your 
vanity and your {)leafures. Nay more ; a foreign 
minifter, I will maintain it, can never be a good 
ipan of bufinefs, if he is not an agreeable man of 
pleafure too. Half his bilfiaefs is done by tho 
help of his plcafures : his views are carried on, and 
perhaps befl:, and mofl: unfufpeAedly, at balls, 
fuppers,. aflemblies, and parties of pleafure ; by 
iptrigpes with women, and conn^tflions infenfibly 
formed with men, at tliofe unguarded hours of 
ainufement. 

Thefe 
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Thefe objefts now draw very near you, and you 
have no time to lofe in preparing yourfelf to meet 
them. You will be in Parliament almoft as foon as 
your age will allow ; and I believe you will have a 
foreign department ftill fooner, and that will be ear- 
lier than ever any body had one. If you fct out 
well at one-and-twcnty, what may you not reafonably 
hope to be at one-and-forty ? All that I could wifli 
you ! Adieu. 



LETTER CCXCI. 

London, September the 29th, 175a. 

My dear Friend, 

1 HERE is nothing fo neceifary, but at the fame 
time there is nothing more difficult (I know it by 
experience) for you young fellow^, than to know 
how to behave yourfelves prudently towards thofe 
whom ypu do not like. Your paffions are warm, an4 
your heads are light ; you hate all thofe who oppofe 
your views, either of ambition or love ; and a rival, 
in either, is almoft a fynonymous term for an enemy. 
Whenever you meet fuch a man, you are awkwardly 
cold to him, at beft ; but often rude, and alwajrs de- 
iirous to give him fome indiredl flap. This is unrea* 
fonable ; for one man has as goqd a rig^t ^o. purfue ao 

B b 4 employ- 
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employment, or a miftrefs, as another : but it is, 
intd'the bargain, extremely imprudent ; bccaxife you 
commonly defeat your own purpofe by it, and, while 
you are contending with each other, a third often 
prevails. I grant you that the iituation is irkfome ; 
^ man cannot help thinking as he thinks, nor feci* 
ing what he feels ; an4 it is a very tender &ad fore 
point to he thwarted and counterworked in one^s 
purfuits at Court, or with a miftrefs : but prudence 
and abilities muft check the cfFefts, though they can- 
not remove the caufe. Both tlie pretenders make 
' t liemf elres difa g r eea bte to their miftrefs, when they 
fpoil the company by their pouting or their fparring ; 
whereas, if one of them has command enough over 
himfelf (whatever he may feel inwardly) to be cheer.- 
fcly gay, and eafily and unafFeftedly civil to the other, 
a9 if thete were no manner of competition between 
them, the Lady will certainly like him the beft, and 
Jiis rival will be ten times more humbled and dif-* 
conraged ; for he will look tipon fuch a behaviour as 
a proof of the triumph and fccurity of his rival ; he 
'will grow outrageous with ttic Lady, and the warmth 
of hi» reproaches will probably bring on a quarrel 
between them. It is the feme in buiinefs ; where he 
who can command bis temper and his countenance 
the beft^ will arlways have an infinite advantage over 
tlie other. This is what the French call un f^rocMJ 
hormite ef geklattt, to pique yourfelf upon fliowrng par-^ 
ticular civilities to a man, to whom kflfer minds 
^ould in the fame cafe fhowdiflike, or perhaps rude- 
Tpefs. I will give yoti an inftance of this in my own 
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cafe ; and pray remember it, whenever you c<xne to 
be, as I hope you will, in a like fituation. 

When I went to the Hague, in 1744, it was to 
engage the Dutch to come roundly into the war, and 
toftipulate their quotas of troops, f^r. Your acquaint- 
ance, the Abbe de la Ville, was there on the part 
of France, to endeavour to hinder them from com- 
ing into the war at all. I was informed, and very 
forfy to hear it, that he had abilities, temper, and 
induftry. We could not vifit, our two mafters being 
at war ; but the firft time I met him at a thiid pkce^ 
I got fomebody to prefent me to him ; and I told 
him, that though we were to he national enemies, I 
flattered myfelf we might be, however, perfonal 
friends : with a good deal more of the fame kind ; 
which he returned in full as polite a manner. Two 
days afterwards, I went, early in the morning, to fo* 
licit the Deputies of Amfterdam, where I found FAb- 
h€ de la Ville, who had been before hand with roe ; 
upon which I addrefled myfelf to the Deputies, and 
faid, fmilingly, ^Je Juu bien fdchi^ Meffieurs^ di 
trawer mQn Ennemi avec vous ; je le cmnois dejh affez 
pour le cmindre : la fartit tiejl pas egale^ mms je me 
JU hv0s propres inUreis centre les faUns de mem Efmemi% 
et au moins,iJi je »W pas eu le premier motyj*aurai le 
dernier ouj\>urd*kui. They fmiled: the Abb£ was 

* I am very forry, Geatlemen^ to find my eocmj with you i 
my knowledge^f Ills capacity is already fufficient tb make mf 
fear him : we are not upon equal terms 5 but I truft to your own ' 
f ntereft, againft \m talents. If I have not this day had the £rft 
wardr libaUatleafihiivelhelaft. 

pleafed 
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plcafed with the compliment, and the manner of it, 
flayed about a quarter of an hour, and then left me 
to my Deputies, with whom I continued upoiv the 
fame tone, though in a very ferious manner^ and 
told them that I was only come to ftate their own 
true interefts to them, plainly and finiply, without 
any of thofe arts, which it was very neceflary for my 
friend to make ufe of to deceive them. I carried my 
point, and continued my procede with the Abbe ; 
and, by this eafy and polite commerce with him, at 
third places, I often found means to fiih out from 
him whereabouts he was. 

Remember, there are but two precedes in the world 
for a gentleman and man of parts : either exrrem^ 
politenefs, or knocking down. If a man notorioufly 
and defignedly infults and affronts you, knock him 
down ; bat, if he only injures you, your beft revenge 
is to be extremely civil to him in your outward be- 
haviour, though at the fame time you counterwork 
him, and return him the compliment, perhaps witli 
intereft. This is not perfidy, nor diflimulation ; it 
would be fo, if you were, at the fame time, to make 
profeffions of efteem and friend fhip to this man ; 
which I by no means recommend, but, on the con- 
trary, abhor. Allans of civility are, by common 
confent, underftood to be no more than a confor- 
mity to cuftom, for the quiet and coijveniency of 
fociety, the agremens of which are not to be difturbed 
by private diflikes and jealoufies. Only women and 
little minds pout and fpar for the entertainment of 
the company, that always laugh at, and never pities 

. them. 
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thenv For my own part, though I would by no 
means give up any point to a competitor, yet I would 
pique myfelf upon Ihowing him rather more civility 
than to another man. In the firft place^ this procidf 
infallibly makes all Us rieurs of your (ide, which is a 
confidcrable party ; and in the next place, it cer- 
tainly 'pleafes the objeft of the competition, be it 
either man or woman ; who never fail to fay, upon 
fuch an occalion, that fhey muJI own you have behaved 
yourfelf very hanUfomely in the whole affair. The world 
judgfcs from the appearances of things, and not from 
the reality, which ffcw are able, and ftill fewer are 
inclined to fathom ; and a man who will take care 
always to be in the right in thofe things, may'afFord 
to be fometimes a little in the wrong in more eflen- 
tial ones : there is a willingnefs, a defire, to excufe 
him. With nine people in ten, good-breeding 
paiTes for good-nature, and thqr take attentions for 
good offices. At Courts there will be always cold- 
nefles, diflikes, jealoufies, and hatred ; jthe harveft 
being but fmall, in proportion to the number of la- 
bourers ; but then, as they arife often, they die foon, 
unlefs they are perpetuated by the manner in which 
they have been carried on, more than by the matter 
which occafioned them. The turns and viciffitudes 
of Courts frequently make friends of enemies, and 
enemies of friends ; you muft labour, therefore, to 
acquire that great and uncommon talent, of hating 
with good-breeding, and loving with prudence ; to 
make no quarrel irreconcileable, by iilly and un* 

ncceflary 
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necefiary indicbtioiis of anger; and no friendfbi|> 
idangerduS) in cafe it breaks, by a wanton, indifcreet, 
and unreferved confidence. 

Few (cfpecially ydutig) pcbple know how to love, 
or how to hate ; their Ion h an unbounded weak- 
x>ers, fatal tq the perfon they love ; thdt hate is a 
* hot, ra(h, and impradent riolence, always fatal Co 
themfelves* Nineteen fathers in twenty, and every 
mother, wh6 had loved you half as well as I do, 
would have ruined you ; whereas I always omde you 
feel the weight of my authority, that you might one 
day know the force of ttiy love. Now, I both hope 
and believe, my advice will have the fame weight 
with you from ch^ce, that my authority had froth, 
neceiSty.' My advice is juft eight-and'-thtrty years 
older than youi; own, and confequendy^ I believe 
you think, rather better. As for your tender and 
ple^uiuble pafiions, mailage them yourfelf •: but let 
me have the dtr6<ftion of all the others. Your am^ 
bition> your figure, and your fortune, will, for fome 
time at kail, be rather fa&r in my keeping than in 
your own. Adieu. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCXeiL 

B^th^ Qftobtr the 4tk> 17 ^x% 

My dear Friend, 

I CONSIDER you nQw as at the Cowt of Auguf- 
tus, where, if ever the deiire ^f pleafing anisiated 
you, it Qiuft oaake you e^itert all the means of doing 
iL You will ice there, full a^ well, I dare fay, as 
Horace did at Rome, how States are die£iiuled h]!» 
arms, adorned hy manners, and improved by hsnu 
Nay,, you have an Hocace there, as well as ao. An^ 
^uilu&: I need not name Voltaire, qtd nil moHiitr 
in^tij as Horace himfelf faid of anotbec poet;' I havtt 
ktely read over all his works thai; ace publifliedi^ 
though I had read thiem more thaa once befiorc. I 
wa9 induced to this by his Steele Je Louis XIV. whick 
L have yet read but four times. In reading over all 
his work3,. with more attention I fuppofe than befooey 
my former admiration of him is, I own, turned intO' 
s^oniihment. There is no one kind of writing ia 
uduch he has not excelled. You are fo fevere ai 
ClMfic, that I queftion whether you mil allow m» 
to call his Henriade an Epic poem, for want 06 tl» 
prefer number of Gods, Dttiuls, Witchoa, and.odiecr 
iO>furditie8» requifite foe the machinery ; which nmN< 
qhineny is (it feoms) neceffiiry tD^conflitate the£po>^* 
pee. But whether you dor or not, I wilt declare 
(though poffibly to my own fliame), that I never 
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read an Epic poem with near fo much pleafure. I 
am grown old, and have poflibly loft a great deal 
of that fire, which formerly made me love fire in 
others at any rate, and however attended with fmoke : 
but now I muft have all fenfe, and cannot, for the 
lake of five righteous lines, forgive a.thoufand abfurd 
ones. 

In this dipofition of mind, judge whether I can 
read all Homer through tout de fulte. I admire his 
beauties ; but to tell you the truth, when he flum- 
bers, I fleep. Virgil, Iconfefs, is^all fenfe, and there- 
fore I like him better than his model ; but he is 
often languid, efpecially in his five or fix laft books, 
during which I am obliged to take a good deal of 
fnufF. Befides, I profefs myfelf an ally of Turnus's, 
againft the pious -^neas, who, like many Joudifant 
pious people, does the moft flagrant injuftice and 
violence, in order to execute what they impudently 
call the will of Heaven, But what will you fay, 
when I tell you truly, that I cannot poflibly read our 
countryman Milton through ? I acknowledge him 
to have fome mofl; fublime paflages, fome prodigious 
iiaflies of light ; but then you mufl: acknowledge, 
that light b often followed by darknefs vtjible^ to ufc 
his own expreflSon. Befides, not having the honour 
to be acquainted with any of the parties of his 
Poem, except the Man and the Woman, the charac- 
ters and fpeeches oi a dozen or two of Angels, and 
of as many Devils, are as much above my reach as 
my entertainment. Keep this fecret for" me : for, 

if 
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if it fliould be known, I fliould be abufed by every 
taftelefs Pedant and every folid Divine in England. 

Whatever I have faid to the difadyantage of thefe 
three Poems, hdds much ftronger againft Taffo's 
Gicrufalemme : it is true, he has very fine and glaring 
rays of poetry ; but then they are only meteors, tliey 
dazzle, then difappear, and are fucceeded by falfe 
thoughts, poor concetti^ and abfurd impoffibilities : 
witnefs the Fifli and Parrot ; extravagancies unwor- 
thy of an Heroic Poem, and would much better have 
become Ariofto, who profeffes le cogliontrie. 

I have never read theXufiade of Camoens, except 
in a profe tranflation, confequently I have never 
read it at all, fo fhall fay nothing of it ; but the 
Henriade is all fenfe from the beginning to the end, 
often adorned by the jufleft and livelicfl reflexions, 
the mofl beautiful defcriptions, the noblefl: images, 
and the fublimefl: fentiments; not to mention the 
harmony of the verfe, in which Voltaire undoubtedly, 
exceeds all the French poets : Ihould you infift upon 
an exception in favour of Racine, I muft inlifl, on 
my part, that he at leafl equals him. What Hero 
ever interefted more than Henry the Fourth, who, 
according to the rules of Epic poetry, carries on one 
great and long adlion, and fucceeds in it lafl ? What 
defcription ever excited more horror than thofe, fir ft 
of the Maiiacre, and then of the Famine, at Paris ? 
Was love ever painted with more truth and morbidez^ 
za than in the ninth book ! Not better, in my 
mind, even in the fourth of Virgil. Upon the 
^ whole, with all your claflScal rigour, if you will but 
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fuppofe St. Louis a God, a Devil, or a Witch, and; 
that he appears in perfon, and not in a dreapti, the 
Henriade will be an Epic poem, according to the 
ftriftcft ftatute laws of the Epopee ; but in my court 
of isquity it is one 0$ it is. 

I could expatiate as much upon all his different 
works, but that I ihould exceed the >ounds of n 
letter^ and run into a difiertation. How delightful 
is his Hiftory of that northern Brute, the King of 
Sweden ! for I cannot call him a man ; and I ihould 
be forry to have him pafs for a Hero, out of regard 
to thofe ,true Heroes, fuch as Julius Casfar, Htus, 
Trajan, and the prefent King of Pruifia ; who culti-^ 
vated and encouraged arts and fciences ; whofe ani« 
mal courage was accompanied by the tender and 
focial fentinients of humanity ; and who had moro 
pleafure in improving, than in deftroying their fel- 
low-creatures. What can be niore touching, or mohi 
interefting; what more nobly thought, or more hap- 
pily expreffed, than all his dramatic pieces i What 
can be more clear and rational than all his phiIofophi-« 
cal letters ? and what ever was fo graceful, and gen« 
teel, as all bis little poetical trifles ? You arc for- 
tunately ^ poriie of verifying, by your knowledge of 
the map, all that I have faid of his wojfks. 

Monfieur de Maupertuis (whom I hope you will get 
acquainted with) is, what one rarely meets with, 
deep in philofophy and mathematics, and yet bomiite 
it aimable hmmc, Algarotti is young Fontehelle. 
$uch men muft neceifarily give you the defirc of 
{deafif^ them ; and if you can freque^t them, their 

acquain- 
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ftcqiiaintahce will fumifli you the means of pleafing 
fevery body etft. 

A piropfts of pleafing ; your pleafing Mrs. F d 

\% expedled here in two or three days ; I will do all 
that I can for you with her: I think you carried on 
the romance to the third or fourth volume ; I will 
continue it to the eleventh i but as for the twelfth and 
laft, you muffc come and conclude it yourfclf. Nm 
fitm qualis erdm. 

Good night to yoU, child ; for t am going tb bed> 
juft at the hour at which I fuppofe you art beginning 
tolive^ atBerlim 



w 



LETTER CCXCnt 

Bath^ November the iith^ i754» 

Mr DEAk Friekd^ 

It is a vefy old and very tnife maxim^ that thofe 
Xings reign the moil: fecure^ and the inoi^ abfolute^ 
who reign in the hearts of their peoJ)le. Theit 
popujarity is a better guard than their army ; and 
the affeAionsof their fubjeiSs^ a better pledge of 
their obectience^ than their fears. This rule is^ in 
pmportion, ftdl as tnie^ though upon a different 
icale^ with regard to private people. A «xttm who 
.peflefies that great art of pleafing univerially^ and of 
. Vol.. ill; C cf gaaniiig 
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gaining the afFeAions of thofc with whom he con-' 
vctfcs, poflefles a ftrength which ndthing clfe can 
give him ; a ftrength, which facilitates and helps his 
rife t and which, in cafe of accidents, breaks his 
fell* Few people of your age fufEciently confidcr 
this great point of popularity ; and, when they grow 
older and wifer, ftrive in vain to recover what they 
loft by their negligence. There are three principal 
caufes that hinder them from acquiring this ufefu! 
ftrength; pride, inattention, and mauvaife bcnie. 
The firftt I will not, I cannot fufpeA you of; tt is' 
too much below your underftinding. You cannot, 
and I am fare you do not, think yourfelf fuperior 
by nature to the Savoyard who cleans joxxx room, or 
footman who cleans your fhoes ; but you may rejoice^ 
and with reafon, at the difference that fortune has 
made in your favour. Enjoy all thofe advantages ; 
but without infulting thofe who are unfortunate 
enough to want them, or even doing any thing 
unneceiTarily that may remind them of that want. 
For my own part, I am more upon my guafd ^ to 
my behaviour to myfervants, and others who are 
called my inferiors, than I am towards my equals i 
for fear of being fufpedled of that mean and mige- 
xieious fentimenty of defiring to make others fed 
that difference which fortune has, and perhaps, too, 
undefenrediy, made between us. Young people do 
. not enough attend to this ; but falfely imagine that 
. the imperative mood, and a rough tone of authority 
and deicifion, are indications of fpirit and courage. 
Inattention is always looked upon, thoughfometimes 

unjufily^ 
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tihjuftiy, ia3 the eiffcift of pride and contempt ; iand 
%rhcre it is thought fo, h never forgiven. In this 
article', yxiurtg people ate generally e^tcebdingly to 
blame, and offcrid exttehiely*. Their whole atten- 
tion is engroffed by their patticuiar fet of acTquaint^ 
ance : add by fome few glaring and exalted objeAsj 
bf rank^ beauty j or pat*ts : all the reft they think fo 
littte worth their care, that they heglecft einen com* 
bion civility towards them. I will frankly c'Onfefs to 
'yoti,* that this ^as ohe of Aiy great faults when I was 
bf yout age. Very attentive to pleafe that narro^^ 
Court circle in which I ftood enchanted^ t confidered 
every thing elfe aS-^e7«rj*w>, ahd uhworthy Of com- 
mon civility; I paid my cdtlrt af&dubufly and Ikit- 
Hully eiiough to- fhining and diftinguiihed fi]gures> 
fuch as thinifters,- wits, and beauties ; but then I 
riiottabfiifdly and imprudently negleAedi And ton- 
fequently offendfed^ all bther^i By this folly I madfe 
tnyfelf a thioufahd Enemies of both fekes; Who^ 
though i thought thtem very ihfighificattt, fbiintl 
hieans to hutt me eiletitially^ Where I wanted to re- 
commend ihyfelf the mofti I was thought protid, 
thotkghl was only im'phi^fenh A general fcafy civility 
and attention to the Cothmoh run of ugty women^ 
and of middling meti^ bbth which liilliiy thought^ 
called j and treated ad odd people^ would have made 
me as faiany friends^ as by thc^ contrary cdnduift 1 
jcnade myfelf enemies. All this tod was 4 pkre perU ; 
for I might feqUally^ andfeVen more fuccefsfuUy^ 
jbave made thy court. Where I had particular views 
to patify; i will allow that this taijc is ofteii very 
Cc a iuipleafant 
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unpleafant, and that one pays, with fome unwilling- 
nels, that tribute of attention to .dull and tedious 
men, and to old and ugly woiaen ; but it is the 
Ibweft price of popularity and : general applaufc, 
which arc very well worth purchafing,. w«re they 
much dearer. I conclude tfiis head with this 
advice to you : Gain, by particular afliduitjr 
^nd addrefs, tiie xnen. and women you want ; afid> 
by an univerfal civility and attention, pkafe every 
body fo far, as to have their good word, if not 
their good will ; or, at leaft, as tp fecure a partial 
neutrality. 

Mauvaife hante not only binders youqg people 
fromjtnaking a great many friends, but makes theii^ 
a great many enemies. They are afhamed of doing 
the thing that they know to be right, and would 
otherwife do,, for fear of the momentary laugh of 
ibme fine gentleman gr lady, or of fome mauvais 
plaifanU I have been in this cafe ; aod have often 
wilhed, an obfcure acquaintance at the devil, for 
meeting and taking notice of me, when I was in 
what I thought and called fine company. ^ I have 
returned their notice fliily,, awkwardly, aild confc- 
quently offenlively, for fear oif a momentary joke ; 
,not confidering, as I ought to have done, that the 
Tery people who would have joked upon me at firft^ 
would have efieemed me the more for itafterwards. 
An example explains a rule beft : Suppofe you 
were walking in the TuiUeries with ibn^t fine folks^ 
and that you ihould unexpectedly n}ef( your old 
acquamtance> little crooked Grieifon ; what vou)d 
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you do ? I m\l tell you what you (hould do, by 
telling you what I would now do in that cafe myfelf. 
X would run up to him, and embrace him; fay 
fome kind things to him, and then return to my 
coippany. There I ihould be immediately afked : 
Mais qu*(^ ce^ que cefi done que tefettt Sapajou que vous, 
avez emhraffeji tendrement ? Pour cila V accolade aetS 
c})artnante ; with a great deal more feilivity of that 
fort» To thia I ihould anfwer, without being the 
leafi afhamed, but en badinant : je ne v$us dirai 
fas qui c^eft ; c^eji un petit ami que je tiens incognito, 
qui a fin-merite, eS qui, a force d'etre connu^ fait aublier 
fajigune. ^e me donnerez-vous, et je vous Je prefen-^ 
terai f Apd then, with a little more ferioufnefs^ I 
would add ; Mail d^ailleurs c^eft que je ne defavoue 
jamais mes connoijances, a caufe de leur itat ou de leur 
Jigure. Ilfaut avoir bien peu de fentiments pour le 
faire. This would at once put an end to that mo- 
rnentary pleafantry, and give them all a better 
opinion of nle than they had before. Suppofe 
another cafe ; and that fome of the fineft ladies du 
ton ton ihould come into a room, and find you fitting 
by, and talking politely to, la vieiUe Marquifede 
Bcllefonds, the joke would, for a moment, turn 
upon that teie a tete. He bien ! avez-wus a la Jin fixi 
la belle Marqvife f La partie ejl^ellejaitepour la petite 
maifon ? la fouper Jera galant fans doute. Mais ne 
fais'tu done point fcrupuk defeduire unejeune et aimable 
perfonne comme celle^la f lb this I fliould anfwer : 
Jm partie n*etoit pas encore tout-a-fait liee, vous nous 
ai^ez interrompui mats avec le terns quefait-on f D'a$J^ 

C c 3 leurt 
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kun m.)queZ'Vous de mes amours fanf qti^il vous pkdrdl 
je vous dirat que jf refpede font ksjet/ines '4^Ais^ q^M 
r^Jpe£ie whne Us v'eilUs^ pur V avoir Hi. Apr is celcf 
ily a fmrvenSiies laijhns ftiire ks vieilles ci krjeuttis.' 
This would at once turn the pleafantry into an 
pftecm for your good fenfe and your good-breeding," 
Purfuc ftcadily^j and without fear or Ihamc, what-* 
pver your rcafon tells yqu is right, and what you fee 
is pra<51:i£ed by people of more experience than your- 
fe]f, and of efiablifhed characters qf good fenfe an^ 
good-breeding. " ' ^ ' 

• After all this, perhaps you will fay, that it is rm-/ 
poilible to pleafc every ^ody. i grant it : but it 
does not follow that on^ ihould nqt therefore endea- 
vour to pleafj? as many as one can. Nay, I will gq 
farther, and admit that it is impoffible for any man 
not to have fome enemies. But this truth ^ from • 
long experience, I aflert, that he who has the ifioft 
* friends, and the fcweft enemies, is the ftrongeft ; ' 
will rife the highcft ^yith the leaft envy; and' 
fall, if he docs fall, the gentleft, and the moft * 
pitied. Thi^ is fi^irely an objeft worth purfuing. 
Purfue it according to the rules I have here given ' 
)X)u* I will add one obfervation more^ and two* 
examples to enforce it : and then^ as the parfons. fay, 
conclude. 

There is no one creature fo obfcure, fo low, or fo 
poor, who ip^ay not, by the ftrange and unaccoun- 
table changes and viciffitudes of human affairs^ fome- 
how or other, w fome time or Other, become an 
ufeful friend, or a troublefome enemy, to the great- ^ 
• ' eft 
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eft and the richeft. — ^The late Duke of Ormond was 
almoflthc weakeft, but, at the fame time, the bcft' 
bred, and moil popular man in this kingdom. His 
education in courts and camps, joined to an eafy^ 
gentle nature, had given hitn that habitual afl&bility, 
. thofe engaging manners, and thofe mechanical at- 
tentions, that almoft fupplied the place of every 
talent he wanted ; and he wanted almoft every one. 
They procured him the love of all men, without the 
cftecm of any. He was impeached after the death 
of Clueen Anne, only becaufe that, having been en- 
gaged in the fame meafures.with thofe who were ne- 
ceffarily to be impeached, his impeachment, for 
form's fake, became neteflary. But he wds im- 
peached without acrimony, and without the leaft in- 
tention that he fhould fufFer, notwithftanding the- 
party violence of thofe times. The queftion for his 
impeachment, in the Houfe of Commons, was car- 
ried by many fewer votes, than any other queftion 
of impeachment; and Earl Stanhope^ then Mr. 
Stanhope, and Secretary of State, who impeached 
him. Very foon after negotiated and concluded his 
accommodation with the late King; to whom he was 
to have been prefented the next day. But the late 
Bifliop of Rochefter, Atterbury, who thought that 
the Jacobite caufe might fufFer by lofing the Duke 
of Ormond, went in all hafte, and prevaUedwith 
, the poor weak man to run away ; affuring him, that 
he was only to be gulled into a difgraccful fubmif- 
fion, and not to be pardoned in coAfequence of it. 

Cc4 WJiw 
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Wh«n hw fubfcquent attainder pafled, it excite^ 
IBobis and difturbances in town, He had pot a per«- 
fonal eqemy in the world, and had a thoufand frienda. 
All thi^ was fihgly owing to his natural delire of 
pkaUng ; and to the mechanical means that his cdu^ 
cation, not his parts, had given him of doing it.— • 
Xb^ other isiibuice is the late Duke of Marlborough^ 
who ftudied the art of pleafing, hecaufe he weH 
knew the importance of it; he enjoyed and u£bd it 
n^ojce than ever man^id, He gained whotpfoever he ha4 
a.r|[uad td gain ; and he bad a mind to gain erery 
body, becaufe he knew that every body was moro 
or left worth gaining, Though his power, as Mi' 
nifter and General, made him many political an4 
party enemies, they did not make him one perfonaj 
one ; and the very people who would gladly have 
difplaced, difgraccd, and perhaps attainted, the 
Plj^ of Marlborough, at the fan^e time perfonally 
IpYcd ftfr. CfaurchiU, even though his private cha-5 
TikAf r was blc|nillied by fordid avarice, the mpft 
i^Mtfniablc of all vices^ He had wound up and turned 
}nfi whole machine ta pleafe and engage. He hac} 
9fi iAiQlitable fweetnefs and g.entlenefs in his counte- 
M^ce, 4 teddernefs in his manner of fpeaking, ^ 
grfi^eful dignity in every motion, and an univerfaji 
Bjik^.iniaute atteation to the leaft things tliat could 
poi^bly l^a^e the leaft perfon. This was all art in 
l^qx ; aitt of which he well knew and enjoyed the 
i^dyantages ; for no man ever had more inte^or am-: 
bitiqjQ^ pfide^ oDd avarice, than he had. 

TJbough 
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Though you have more than moft people of your 
i^e, you have yet very little experience and know-* 
Icclge of the world ; now I wifh to inoculate mine 
upon you, and thereby prevent both the dangers ahd 
th^ marks of youth and inexperience. If you receive 
the matter kindly, and obferve my prefcriptions- 
fcrupuloufly, you will fecnre the future advantages 
of time, and join them to the prefcnt ineftimable 
pnes of one-and-twenty. 

I moft eameftly recommend one thing more to 
you, during your prefent ftay at Paris : I own it is 
pot the moft agreeable ; but I affirm it to be the 
moft ufeful thing in the world to one of your age j 
and therefore I do hope that you will force and con- 
ib-ain yourfelf to do it, I mean, to converfe fie- 
quenrly, or rather to be in company frecjuently, with 
both men and women much your fuperiors in age and 
rank. I am very fenfible that, at your age, vmu y 
cntrez pour pen de chofe^ et. mtms fiuvtnt pour rien^ ef 
que. vous y pajerez.fn(me quel^es mauvais tjuart-^fheuresi 
but no matter ; you will be a folid gainer by it : yoii^ 
will fee, hear, and learn, the turn and, n\anners of 
thoft people; you will gain premature e^periencQ 
by it ; and it will give you a habit of engaging an4 
refp^<ftful attentions : Verfailles, as much as po(fi^ 
ble, though probably unentertaining ; the Palais 
Royal often, however dull ; foreign minifters of the. 
£rft rank, frequently ; and wonien, though old, who 
are refpeAable and refpe Aed for their rank pr partS|^ 
fliph as Madame de Puifteux^ Madame deNivemois^ 

Madamp 
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Madame d'Atguillon, Madame GeofFrain^ iSc. This 
Jujeitiony if it be one to you, will coft you but very 
little thefe three or four months that you are to pafs 
^ Parisy and will bring you in ^ great deal ; nor will 
ity nor ought it, to hinder you from being in more 
fsntertaining company great part of the day. Vous 
pouvezyjivous kvoukzy iirerun grand parti de ces 
€g/uitre mots. May God make you do fo, and blefa. 
you! Adieu* 



LETTER CCXaV. 

Bath, November the i6th, 1751, 
* My dear Friend, 

Vanity, or, to call it by a gentler name, the 
4efire of admiration and applaufe, is, perhaps, the 
moft univerfal principle of human aAions ; I do not 
&y, that it is the beft \ and I will own, that it is 
fometimes the caufe of both fooliih and criminal ef- 
feAs* But it is fo much oftener the principle of 
light things, that, though they ought to have a bet- 
ter, yet, con^dering human nature, that prihcFple 
is to be encouraged and cherifhed, in conlideration 
of its efFefts, Where that dcfire is wanting, we are 
apt to be indifferent^ liffle&j indolentj suid inert; 
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we do not exert our powers ; and We appear to be as 
much below ourfelves, as the vaineft man living can 
ideiire to appear abbv^ what he really ist 

As I have mad^ you my confeifor^ and do not 
fcruple to confefi even my weakneiTes to you, I will 
^rly own, that I had that vanity, that weaknefi, if 
it be one, to a prodigious degree; and, what is 
more, I confefs it without repentance; nay, I am 
glad I had it ; iince, if I have had the good fortune 
to pleafe in the world, it is to that powerful and 
z&We principle that I owe it. . I b^jui the worlds 
not with a bare defire, but with an infatiable thiift, 
1^ rage of popularity, applaufe, and admiration* If 
diis made me do fome filly things, on one hand ; it 
made me, on the other hand, do almoft all the right 
things that I did : it made me attentive and civil to 
the women I difliked^ and to the men I defpifed, in 
Hopes of the 24)plaufe of both i though I neither 
delired, nor would I have accepted the favours of 
the one, nor the friendfhip of the other. I always 
^refTed, looked, and talked my beft ; and, I own^ < 
was overjoyed whenever I perceived that by all three^ 
or by any one of them, the company was pleafed 
with me. To men, I talked whatever I thought 
would give them thp beffc opinion of my parts and 
learning; and, to women, what I was fure would 
pleafe them; flattery, gallantry, and love. And 
moreover I will own to you, under the fecrecy of 
confeffion, that my vapity has very ofien made me 
take great pains to make many a wondin in love with 

We^ 
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loe^ if I cowlti, fo» wjh9fo perfon I wouVl not have 
gken a pincfe of feuflf. In company with men, 1 
always endeavouftfj; to out-ijii^e, or, at leaft, if 
poflibfe, tQ. eq.1^1 ^ oioft.ihinlng men in it. This 
4iB6rtt ^tcitedwl^S^^ powers t had to gratify it; 
aii4 wluiol covid not perl)^]^ i1|ine in the firft^ 
eaabUd me» at leeft, to i^M* ij^. a fec^ond op t^iir^ 
%kede^ Bjr thefe mstl^ I fewi grew in &%iqn > a^ 
vli6iiii]taao:ia:oncej^JE^ipQi all hp d^es is rigbl^ 
lb was ao; Jii6i»iti$ pleafiure to.^in?> to find my o^a 
f^iibum afid poguJdrity.. I ^ir^srfQnt for to. all, p^es. 
qf (pUaljKCH. boA^ oi mOb qv wqipen ; wjj^e^ in ^izie: 
nfcafune^ J ginoe th^ /p*^ 1 hjs g^ve qae the ?eputa^ 
tion of hbwug bad, fo^e won»en of condition : aiiil 
thJU'reput^ionj. Vih^^thcr trgp or f^fe,. really got me, 
olhtFSK. With the^ n^n l was a Pcpteus^ a^d afTumed^ 
ofieiy fliapei: in.QR^^jiloplpafc them all:, amppfethc* 
gBjV I'W« tlWfgaycft ; awoQg thf? grave, the gpiy^ft ; 
a«d Lo««r'.«pi|,^..tiia, l^a^ ptjtcjotipns. pf good- 
tM!Mdi0g, oc )tsb0 le%Ax>$pe$ oi? fkiendfhip, that cpulct 
glJidf ^l^d&i; pr atbo^hrtheiHto me : and acoordii^gl]r> 
Itnaaibim Goiinc<fted.with aU th^.mea of any fiifl^ioi^ 
i09^fi(;afie,iii.tpwii. 

•Joothia principle- of yanjty, which Philofophera 
ottHba-meaaon^f. afiid whicl^il dp not, -I owe gjreat 
pant'of the^nre whicK J hiye m^de^in life. I wi(h 
ymu had a& inUcb« but I fcaJ^^yoU; have too litde pf its 
and yoiL iecnt to h^y.c ^ degree of lazifiefa and liftlef& 
1106 akittt;yoii) tba^- i^l^s yoaindii&rent as tp.goneial, 
^pphulb/ Th»i«.i»<»iA«ba^^r^at.youragc, znA 

WQulc^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO HIS SON. 397 

would be barely pardonable in an elderly and philo- 
fophical man. It is a vulgar, ordinary faying, but 
it is a very true one, that one fliould always put the 
beft foot foremofti One Ihould pleafe, fliine, and 
dazzle, wherever it is poffible. At Paris, I am 
furc you muft obferve, que cbacun fe fait valoir au- 
Jant quil eft pjjtbk ; and la Bruyere obferves, very 
juftly, qu^on ne vaut dans ce monde que ce qu*on veui 
valoir: wherever applaufe is in queftion, you will 
never fee a French man, nor woman, remifs or ne- 
gligent. Obferve the eternal attentions and polite- 
nefs that all people have there for one another, Ce 
rieji pas four leurs beaux veux^ au moins. No, but 
for their own fakes, for commendations and applaufe* 
Let me then recommend this principle of vanity to 
you; aft upon, it meo pericuh; I promife you it ' 
will turn to your account. Praftife all the arts 
that ever Coquette did, . to pleafe. Be alert and 
indefatigable in making every man admire, and 
every woman in love with you. I can tell you too, 
that nothing will carry you higher in the world. 

I have had no letter from you fince your arrival 
at Paris, though you muft have been long enough 
there to have written me two or three. In about 
ten or twelve days I propofe leaving this place, and 
going to London ; I have found confiderable benefit 
by my ftay here, but not all that I want. Make my 
compliments to Lord Albemarle. 

BND OP THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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